This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


atjhttp  :  //books  .  qooqle  .  com/ 


a* 


• 


•  m        <.  ••    < 


«.-V' 


/  / 


TWENT  Y-T  W  O 


SERMONS 

On  the  following  SUBJECTS; 


The  Explication  and  Proof 
of  the  Divine  Good- 
nefs. 

The  Goodnefs  of  God  il- 
luftrated  in  CreagQin 
particularly  in  the  Fiafct 
of  Man.  \ 

In  Providence,  and 

In  Redemption.  . 

The  principal  Properties  of 
the  Divine  Goodnefi, 


The  Obje&ions  drawn 
from  Moral  and  Natural 
Evil,  and  future  Punifll- 
ments,  anfftered. 

Tht  Ev*d?n$4&  t£  a  Future 

'•'Statei     ••  %    :% 

Tfefc£{ec$fifty  of  Holinefc. 

TJkt'ptopc*  Temper  for 

.    inrquftinig  'after  Eternal 

!  Lto;  and  tjefus  Chrift 
the  beft  Guide  to  it. 


BY 
THOMAS    AMORY. 


^r^"^ 


/ . . :  -v\\  ^>yl^  O  N  D  O  N : 

Printed  for  T.  Becket  and  P.  A.  De  Hondt, 
at  Tully's  Head,    near  Surry- Street,  in  the 
Strand.    MDCCLXVI. 


•      •      ■  t . 


■  ■  ;   ■     •*     *  •  »     ■  ■ 

*  ■  •    *  ■■**•  •     •    * 


THE 


PREFACE. 


WORTHY  conceptions,  and  a  firm 
and  habitual  perfuafion  of  the  Di- 
vine Benevolence,  being  of  high  importance 
to  the  credit,  pleafure,  and  practice  of  re- 
ligion; it  is  greatly  to  be  defired  that  thefe 
Should  become  univerfal.     The  writers  who 
have  treated  this  fubjed  in  the  mo  ft  judicious 
manner,  have  aimed  more  at  the  fatisfadion 
of  the  thoughtful  and  ftudious,  than  the  in- 
itrudtion  and  convidtion  of  the  main  Body 
of  Christians,  who  yet  are  equally  interefted 
io  this  important  doctrine.     They  have  alfo 
omitted  a  diftindt  and  animating  reprefenta- 
tioa  of  the  pra&ical  Confequences.     The 
Author    of  the   following  difcourfes  hath 
therefore  endeavoured  to  fet  the  evidences  of 
this  great  doftrine  in  a  Light  eafy  to  the  un- 
derftandings  of  the  generality,  ftill  preferv- 
A  2  ing 
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ing  their  clearnefs  and  ftrength ;  and  to  aC- 
lift  Peffons  in  regarding  the  Works  of  God 
in  a  view,  proper  to  raife  their  apprehenfions 
of  the  Divine  Goodnefe,  and  to  warm  their 
hearts  with  an  habitual  fenfe  of  it,  and  en- 
gage them  to  live  as  always  furrounded  with 
the  prefertce  and  kindnefs  of  the  btft  of  Pa* 
rents,  well  affefted  to  their  brethren,  alike 
children  of  the  great  Father  of  Spirits,  cheer- 
fully refigned  amidft  the  trials  of  Life,  and 
ferene  and  full  of  hope  at  death. 

This  the  Author  can  fay,  that  to  the  firm 
belief,  and  frequent  meditation  of  thofe  in- 
terefting  truths,  which  are  included  in  the 
boundlefs  benevolence  of  our  Creator  and 
Governor,  he  himfelf  has  been  obliged  for 
the  mod  valuable  Jatisfaftions  he  hath  known 
in  life 5  and  to  thefe  he  owes  it,  that  he  can 
look  forward  to  a  future  date  with  the  nobleft 
hopes.  And  if  the  publication  of  the  fol- 
lowing Difcourfes  fhall  make  thefe  truths 
more  cordially  received,  and  their  benefi- 
cial influence  more  felt,  he  (hall  greatly  re- 
joice in  the  time  and  thought  employed  for 
thefe  purpofes.     Whatever  the  event  be, 

he 
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he  has  the  Satisfaction  of  having,  accord- 
ing to  his  abilities,  endeavoured  to  ferve  the 
Honour  of  his  Maker,  and  the  beft  intereft 
of  his  fellow  creatures)  and  can  therefore 
humbly  commend  thefe,  with  the  other  Dif- 
courfes  on  like  important  fubje&s,  to  the 
Divine  Blcffing,  and  to  the  candid  perufal 
of  the  ferious  and  judicious. 
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SERMON     L 

The  ftivifie  Go&dnefs  explained. 


Psalm  cxlv.  9. 

72k  Lord  it  grid  to  all,  end  bis  tender  mer* 
ciei  dre  wet  dll  bit  wdrks. 

THAT  jfebovab,  who  created  us  and 
ail  beings,  h  good  or  benevolent  in 
the  higheft  degree,  is  the  didate  of 
Nature  of  Rtafon,  and  of  Scripture.  That 
<Jod  Vgood  hihe  carlitft  fentiment  of  na± 
iure  concerning  him,  and  prevails  in  th6 
breafts  of  thofe,  who  have  not  taken  thd 
pains  to  rftafctt  Got  the  divine  perfeftions,  or 
diligently  to  trace  his  kindnefs  in  it's  nume- 
rous effefts.  Their  fenfe  of  the  amiablcnefe 
of  this  difpofitiony  and  their  approbation  of 
tfcemfelves  when  they  feel  it  prevailing,  d£+> 
terxnine  them:  without  hefitation  to  afcribe 
the  nobleft  degrtSes  of  this  quality  to  th»t 
Being,  1»hom  all  believe  the  moft  perfedl. 
Re#Jbn.z\£o  clearly  decerning,  after  an  exadt 
3  inquiry, 
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inquiry,  the  eflential  worth  and  amiablenefi 
of  benevolence,  with  affurance  concludes: 
that  the  alwife  and  almighty  God,  who  fees 
the  worth  of  this  difpofition,  muft  be  fu- 
preamly  benevolent  $  and  fince  he  hath  no 
wants  oF  his  own,  will  exert  his'  omnipo- 
tence in  doing  good  to  other  beings.  And 
when  it  attentively  obferves  the  works  of 
God%  the  countlefs  varieties  of  creatures  to 
whom  he  hath  given  life,  the  capacities  of 
good  which  he  hath  formed,  and  the  im- 
menfe  provifion  he  hath  made  for  fupplying 
them  all  5  with  intire  fatisfadtion  it  fees  the 
tonclufions  drawn  from  the  acknowledged 
perfections  of  the  divine  nature,  abundantly 
verified  by  the  works  of  God :  and  we  find 
in  fad  that  Optimus  Maximus,  the  befi  and 
greateft  of  beings,  were  titles  generally  afcrib- 
ed  by  the  Heathen  to  the  one  God  and  Fa- 
ther of  all. 

And  with  the  voice  of  nature  and  of  rea- 
fon  confents  the  voice  of  revelation.  Tie 
Lord  is  good  unto  all,  and  bis  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  bis  works.  He  is  gracious  and 
fill  of  compafjkn^  Jlow  to  anger  and  of  great 
mercy.    Jehovah  is  good,  bis  mercy  is  ever- 

lajling. 
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{mg  *.  Hi$  only  begotten  Son,  who  came 
from  his  bofom*  and  to  whom  the  Father 
fliowed  all  things  which  he  had  done,  af- 
fures  us,  he  is  fo  good,  that  in  comparifon 
none  is  good  but  God -ft  and  the  beloved  di£ 
ciple  of  Jejus  hath  left  it  on  record,  that 
God  is  iovep 

This  perfection  of  the  Deity  I  would  now 
engage  you  to  contemplate.  A  perfedion 
which  gives  the  amiable  luftre  to  the  other 
attributes  of  God;  rendering  his  omnipo- 
tence, omniprefence,  infinite  knowledge,  and 
eternity,  which  feparate  from  this  would 
pnly  excite  our  wonder  and  dread,  objects  of 
veneration,  love  and  delight.  Almighty,  ever 
prefent,  alwife,  unchangeable  and  everlaft- 
ing  goodne/Sy  is  the  nobleft  objedt  of  contem- 
plation, love  and  adoration  to  men,  angel$, 
and  all  intelligent  beings.  To  this  perfec- 
tion we  have  been  obliged  for  our  exiftence, 
and  for  all  our  powers,  capacities  and  objects 
of  good,  the  thought  of  it  is  the  moft  clear- 
ing amidft  the  wants,  uncertainties  and  dif- 
treffes  of  the  prefent  ftate,  and  infpires  into 

*  Pfalm  c.  5.  +  Matt,  xix,  17, 

tX  *  Jukniv.  16. 
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the  bofom  of  the  pious  and  righteous  a  tran- 
quillity and  joy,  which  the  world  cannot 
give  or  take  away ;  this  Supports  their  lar-? 
gcft  hopes  for  eternity %  and  brightens  the 
(hades  of  death:  and  from  con  tern  plating 
this  perfe&ion  in  the  light  of  Heaven,  and 
anfwerably  loving,  adoring  and.  celebrating 
the  Father  of  the  univerfe,  from  an  intirc 
refemblance  to  this  truly  divine  quality  >.  and 
from  (hiring  in  the  full  and  eyerlafting  com- 
munications of  it,  is  derived  the  compleat 
and  eterpal  felicity  of  angels  and  faints. 
"  May  this  mo(l  gracious  Being  grant,  that 
f<  what  is  laid  before  you  for  the  illuftration 
€C  and  proof  of  the  divine  benignity,  may 
V  raife  our  apprehenfipns  and  confirm  our 
•♦  faith  <yf  it  •  may  kindle  in  every  reader 
c<  correfpondent  fentiments  of  love  and  gra- 
"  titude,  excite  us  all  according  to  our  mea~ 
€t  fure  to  referable  our  heavenly  Father,  and 
°  cheerfully  obey  all  his  laws:  and  thus 
•'  prepare  us  for  an  abode  in  that  world, 
4C  where  alone  from  experience  we  (hall 
c<  learn  the  full  import  of  thefe  declarations* 
cc  that  God  is  hve,  that  bis  tender  mercies  are 
cc  over  all  bis  works%  and  arc  everhijting  /" 

The 
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The  infpired  poet  mentions  this  divine 
jxrfe&ion,  as  a  reafon  why  all  the  faints  of 
the  Lord  fhould  blefs  him  ;  and  on  account 
of  which  he  would  blefs  bis  name  for  ever  and 
ever*.     And  a  ftronger  reafon  cannot  be 
affigned,  no  perfedlidn  being  equally  defcrv- 
ing  of  love  atod  praife  with  goodnefs,  infi- 
nitely diffuflve,  companionate,  and  everlafi- 
ing.     The  worship  which  is  excited  w&olfy, 
or  principally,    by  awful  apprehenfions  of 
God,  as  an  almighty  and  uncontroulable  fo- 
Vereign,  w!m>  cart  do  whatever  he  pleafcs, 
and  who,  for  auglrt  we  know,  may  be  as,, 
much  pleafed  to  do  evil  as  good,  and  to  pro- 
dace  iiitfcry  ad  happintfs— ^— this  is  tether 
feperfHtion  chain  religion,    the   flattery  and- 
cringing  of  flaves  to  a   matter  whom  they 
dread  and  hate  ;  not  the  ingenuous  and  de- 
K^htfirfre^a  of  children*  tfo  *  father  whom 
-  they  lot e'/'i  It'ddbafe*  and  finks  the  mind, 
inftead  of  ennofilifig  ind  making  it  happy  ; 
and  changes,  what,  did  we  think  worthily 
of  God,  would  bt  a  rational  and  pleating 
homage,  into  an  oppreffive  fefviiude;  which 
perfons  would  immediately  throw  off,  but 
that  they  fear. greater  evils  if  they  did. 

♦  Pfolmcxlv.  1'.  xc. 

B  3  Since 
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Since  then  right  apprehenfions,  and  a  firm 
perfuafion  of  the  divine  benevolence,  are  fo 
important  to  the  being,  the  pleafure  and 
perfection  of  religion,  which  confifts  in  the 
love  of  God,  whom  we  can  only  love  as  be~ 
ncvolent ;  and  thefe  when  they  prevail,  rent* 
der  our  obedience  chearful  and  conftant,  and 
gradually  change  us  into  the  divine  image, 
make  us  ferene  and  fatisfied  ip  life,  and  firm 
*pd  full  of  hope  in  death:  I  would 

J.  Diftindly  explain  this  pcrfe&ion  of  the 
Deity,  h\$  goodnefs, 

II.  Demonftrate  by  proofs  drawn  from 
reafon  and  revelation,  that  God  is  good 
to  all. 

JII.  llluftraie  this  perfe&ion  by  prefenting 
to  your  view  fome  of  the  pripcip^l  /V 
flances  apd  efefts  of  itt 

JV.  Take  poti^e  of  fome  diftingqHhing 
and  glorious  properties  of  the  divide 
benevoI$ncp. 

V.  Anfwer  the  chief  objeSiom  which 
J14V?  been  urged  agabft  it:  and 

VI.  Make 
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VI.  Make  proper  reflections  on  this  moil 
important  truth,  and  the  evidence  we 
have  for  it. 

I.  I  am  to  explain  diftindly  this  divine 
perfection.  In  general  goodnefs,  when  afcrib- 
ed  to  an  intelligent  and  adtive  being,  is  a 
prevailing  dijpofitim  to  communicate  good,  and 
delight  in  it.  Thus  David  himfelf  explains 
it.  Thou  art  good,  and  thou  dojl  gcod*.  And 
in  the  pfalm  y/hence  the  text  is  taken,  as  a 
proof  that' the  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  that 
his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  'tis 
added  %  \the  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee,  and 
thou  givefi  them  their  food  in  due  feafon.  Our 
Lord  alfo  having  exhorted  us  in  imitation  of 
the  goodnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father,  to  do 
good  unto  them  that  hate  us,  mention?  this 
as  an  inftance  of  the  divine  goodnefs :  that 
%  he  maketh  bis  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on 
the  good  \  andfendeth  rain  on  the  jufi  and  on 
the  uryujl.  As  fome  things  are  fuited.  to 
the  nature  of  percipient  beings,  and  give 
them  pleafure  j  and  other  things  are  oppoJite9 
and  produce  pain  or  mifery ;  goodnefs  ex- 
prefleth  itfelf  in  communicating  the  former, 

*  Pf.  cxix.  68,        t  Pf.  cxlv.  15.       %  Mat.  v.  44. 
B  4  and 
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and  keeping  off  ih*  latter.  Thus  David  il- 
luftrates  it.  *  O.  tafie  and  foe  that  the  Lord 
is  goody  there  is  no  want  to  them  whet  fear  Aim  : 
they  who  fear  the  Lord  fhall  not  want  any 
gcqd  thing.  His  defcriptton  alfb  of  the  good 
man  is  this;  -\ be  Jhewetb  favour  and  knd-> 
itb%  he  is  gracious  and  full  of  companion ;  be 
bat})  difperfed  and  given  to  the  poor. 

Farther  to  ponftitute  a  feeing  good,  he 
Uiuft  delight  in  thofe  exertions  of  his  wifdont 
and  power,  which  "procface  good'  to  other 
beings.  God  is  fupreamly  perfeft,  and  hath 
no  inclinations  ©ppofite  to  the  redtitude  and 
kindnefs  of  his  nature;  he  will  therefore  al- 
ways delight  to  do  what  bis  wifdom  ap- 
proves. And  as  for  men,  it  lowers  ou* 
cfteem  of  their  benevolence,  if  they  confer 
favours  relu&antly,  and  foon  Fepent  it;  fop 
it  (hows  ktndnefe  not  to  be  the  prevailing 
difpoiicion  in  them.  Whoever  excellence 
belongs  to  God,  is  poflcft  by  him  in  the 
bigheft  poiTible  degree;  he  will  therefore 
delight  in  doing  good ;  as  this  will  be  the 
conference  of  bis,  being  perfectly  benevo* 
lent.     And  the  account  which  men  infpirecj 

*  Pfiilm  xxxiv.  i\  f  Pfa'to  cxii.  4. 

by 
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t>yX3od  have  given  of  him  is,  that*  he  d** 
Jightetb  in  mercy ;  but  -f-  taketh  mpkafitre\xt 
inflicting  evil  or  punifhmcnt. 

Finatty,  to  compkot  the  character  of  good- 
jiefs,  the  beneficent  adions  mail  proceed, 
from  an  intention  of  the  welfare  of  the  being 
on  whom  they  center.  We  do  not  afcribe 
goodAefs  to  a  perfon,  who  does  beneficial 
anions  without  defigning  it  $  much  lefs  if  he 
did  them  with  a  defiga,  that  they  fhoold 
bring  greater  evils  On  him,  whom  he  ap- 
peared to  fwour/  Tfy  profcSieniMd  iaftan^ 
cesof  kftodnefc  ta>  *aw  another  into  mifchicf, 
is  the  eharader  of  a  very  bad  man.  And  by 
baits  of  pleaiare  or  mtereft  to  feduce  per- 
sons to»  vice  and  utter  ruin,  is  the  charades 
of  the  moft  malevolent  being,  tbeDcvik  To 
reprefent  God  therefore,  which  fome  base 
done,  as  conferring  on  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  the  common  bounties  of  his  pro- 
vidence, merely  as  baits  to  tempt  them  to 
fin,  and  that  their  final  condemnation  might 
be  aggravated  ;  whom  from  eternity  he  abfo- 

lutefy  decreed  to  endlefs  mifery this  is 

to  confound  the  chara&er  of  the  beft  of 

*  Micnh  vii.  ig.  f  Eaekiel  xviii.  23. 

beings 
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beings  with  that  of  the  worft,  and  to  defcribe; 
the  fupreapa  goodnefs  as  an  almighty  demon. 

'Tis  alfo  a  direct  contradiction  to  the  Re- 
peated declarations  of  God,  that  *  mercy,  is 
bis  delight,  but  judgment  bis  grange  work  i 
that  the  defign  of  his  goodnefs  and  forbear- 
ance is,  *f>  to  lead  men  to  repentance,  not  to 
draw  them  into  more  dreadful  ruin :  and 
that  %be  is  longfujfering  towards  Jinners,  not 
willing  that  any  jhould  perifh  \  but  that  all 
Jbould  come  to  repentance.  Of  the  men  who 
utter  thftfe  bardjpeecbes  concerning  God,  wc 
may  therefore  with  truth  fay ;  thefe  things 
they  affirm,  becaufe  they  know  not  the  Fa- 
ther, are  unacquainted  with  the  real  cha-* 
rafter,  and  ignorant  of  the  abfolute  perfect 
tion  of  the  God  ||  who  is  love ;  the  father  of 
piercies,  and  the  God  of  all  grace. 

To  delight  then  in  communicating  good, 
jtnd  keeping  off  evil,  and  this  with  an  in- 
tention of  the  welfare  of  the  beings  for  whom 
thefe  anions  of  kindnefs  are  done,  is  the  ge«* 
neral  notion  of  goodnefs.  And  there  is  no 
peed  of  farther  multiplying  fcriptures  to  ex- 

*  Ifaiah  xxviii.  21.  +  Romans  ii.  4. 

%  2  Peter  iii.  9.  II  1  Corinthians  I  3. 
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plain,  what  all  may  eafily  apprehend  ;  or  to 
prove  that  goodnefs  or  benevolence  is  in  kind 
the  fame  when  afcribed  to  God>  as  to  men> 
thpugh  greatly   differing  in  degree*     The 
fame  words  are  ufed  to  denote  this  quality 
in  God  and  in  men,  and  the  fame  are  the 
fruits   reprefented  as  arifing  from   it,    and 
therefore  the  general  idea  muft  be  the  fame. 
For  were  goodnefs  in  God  a  difpofition  dif- 
ferent in  kind,  from  what  we  mean  when 
we  afcribe  it  to  men,  and  for  any  thing  we 
could  prove  of  a  quite  contrary  nature  \  in- 
spired writers  would  not  certainly  have  cal- 
led it  by  the  fame  names,  and  defcribed  it 
ty  the  fame  effefts,     And  could  we  not 
diftin&ly  know  what  goodnefs  fignified  when 
afcribed  to  God,  we  could  have  no  meaning 
when  we  declared  God  to  be  good ;  we  could 
not  love  him  on  account  of  this  attribute, 
fmce  benevolence,  which  in  men  is  gopd- 
nefs,  is  alone  amiable;  nor  could  we,  which 
yet  the  fcriptures  command  vis,  imitate  this 
divine  quality,   nor  form  any  expectations 
from  it.     In  fliort,  we  could  have  no  true 
religion,  which  is  the  Jove  and  imitation  of 
God.     A  prevailing  difpofition  to  commu- 
p  if  ate  good  to  others,  and  a  delight  in  it,  is 

then 
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then  a  gen&al  idea  of  goodftefs  $  ai  it  may 
fat  afcribed  oot  only  to  God*  but  I o  other 
national  beings. 

But  then  fince  Cod  may  be  confidered  as 
the  original  of  all  being,  the  author  of  life 
to  all  the  infinitely  various  kinds  of  crea- 
tures, which  inhabit  the  univerfe,  and  as  the 
father  and  moral  governor  6f  the  rational 
creation;  if  we  would  form  a  diftinlt  and 
full  idea  of  his  goodnefs,  we  muft  enlarge 
the  definition,  and  may  thus  defcribe  it. 
The  goodnefs  of  the  Deity  is  has  difpofition 
to  communicate  goody  in  ways  fuitable  to  the 
jlijferent  natures  of  the  beings  who  are  the 
obje&s  of  it ;  to  inferior  beings  in  Juhordind- 
tion  to  the  happinefs  of  fi(j>erior>  and  to  n*- 
tional  and  moral  agents,  according  to  their 
moral  cbardfter.  The'  viflble  and  eftab- 
Iiflhed  order  of  the  univerfe,  wherein  fifes 
and  infedls  for  ihftance,  receive  and  enjoy 
life  and  good,  fubordmately  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  birdfc,  the  fmall  fry  of  fifties  of  the 
larger,  and  the  whole  merely  animal  crea- 
tion in  our  world  to  the  Tupport  and  delight 
of  mankind:  is  a  landing  proof,  that  this 
is  the  way  in  which  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Creator  chufes  to  communicate  itfelf ;  limit- 
v  ing 
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ing  the  good  granted  to  inferior  creatures, 
by  its  confidence  with  and  fubfervience  to 
the  good  of  fuperior.  One  rcafon  of  which 
difpenfation  may  be  this,  that  room  is  made 
in  the  world  for  enjoying  much  larger  quan- 
tities of  life  and  good,  than  could  otherwife 
have  been  introduced.  There  would  not 
have  been  place  or  provifion  on  our  globe, 
for  1  fifth  part  of  the  creatures  who  now  en- 
joy thcmfelvcs  upon  it ;  had  all  animals  been 
confined  to  vegetable  food ;  and  had  not 
flies  and  inftds  been  appointed  to  be  the 
food  of  birds,  and  the  final!  fry  of  fifh  of 
the  larger.  The  ravage  made  through  whole 
countries,  and  the  famines  occafioned  by  an 
txtraordinary  increafe  of  locufts  or  caterpil- 
lars, are  a  proof  of  this  obfervation.  Where- 
as according  to  the  pFeftnt  eftabliflhment, 
every  pajt  of  the  globe  is  filled  with  life  and 
good*  an4  the  numerous  tribes  of  creatures, 
tf  ho  are  Sacrificed  to  the  fupport  of  others, 
enjoy  themfelvcs  the  prime  of  life,  unem- 
bktered  with  apprehenfions  of  danger  and 
detfh,  till  thefe  prefs  clofe  upoh  them ;  and 
then  by  an  inftantaneous  diimiffion  out  of 
life,  they  are  faved  from  all  the  wants  and 
pains  attending  a  gradual  decay. 
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As  for  the  other  part  of  the  Regulation  ofe* 
Served  by  the  divine  benevolence,  the  com* 
municating  happinefs  to  moral  agents  accord- 
ing to  their  good  of  ill  dejert;  experience 
ihows  this  to  be  alfo  a  rule  of  the  divine 
-proceedings.  And  from  its  being  efhblifhed 
and  obferved  by  the  fupream  wifdom,  we 
conclude  that  it  is  abfolutely  the  *  bejt  me<- 
jbod.  That  the  goodnefs  of  the  alwife  dif- 
pofer  does  not  incline  him  to  force  happi- 
:nefs  on  moral  agents,  and  to  make  rational 
creatures  happy,  however  they  behave;  is 
evident  from  his  having  left  us  to  chufe  and 
.adt  for  ourielves:  and  fo  ordered  things, 
that  happinefs  (hall  be  the  fruit  of  a  right 
temper  and  conduit,  and  mifery  of  the  con- 
trary. Temperance  makes  thofe  gifts  of 
Heaven  to  prove  bleffings,  which  intemper- 

*  "  Perhaps  divine  goodnefs,  with  which  we  make 
•••  very  free  in  our  fpeculations,  may  not  be  a  bare  tingle 
"  difpofition  to  produce  happinefs  ;  but  a  difpofition  to 
"  make  the  good  and  faithful  and  honeft  man  happy. 
"  Perhaps  an  infinitely  perfeS  mind  may  be  pleafed, 
(<  with  feeing  his  creatures  behave,  fuitably  to  the  na- 

<c  ture  which  be  hath  given  them may  be  pleafed 

"  with  this  moral  piety  of  moral  agents,  in  and  for 
"  'ffe(f'>  te  wc^  as  uPon  account  °f  its -being  eflenti- 
4C  ally  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  his  creation.'* 
See  Bifliop  Butfa's  Analogy >  p.  i.  c.  2..  and  Diffcrt.  II. 
at  the  end, 

ance 
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ance  converts  into  the  feeds  of  painful  dif* 
eafes,  and  the  nourifhment  of  tormenting 
paflions.  Gratitude  to  God  and  a  generous 
kindnefs  to  men  double  the  pleafure,  attend- 
ing the  ufe  of  external  good;  while  the 
felfijh  and  irreligious  are  confined  to  the 
merely  fcnfitive  gratification,  embittered  with 
the  confcioufnefs  of  defending,  and  lying  un- 
der the  contempt  and  hatred  of  mankind, 
and  the  difpleafure  of  God.  Perfons  who 
will  not  employ  the  leifuceand  abilities, 
which  riches  fupply,  for  advancing  the  im- 
provement of  their  own  minds  in  know- 
ledge, virtue  and  piety*  and  for  doing  good 
extensively  ;  live  excluded  from  .  the  moll 
valuable  fatisfa&ions,  rational  beings  can 
know;  and  are  in  a  manner  forced  upon 
thofe  exceffes  in  meaner  gratifications,  which 
cloud  and  enfeeble  the  mind,  create  pains 
and  difeafes  in  the  body,  and  fix  infamy  on 
the  character. 

.1  ,'w 

Some  of  the  reafons  which  may  determine 
a  .wife  God.  to  difpenfe  happinefs  in  this 
method,  may  be  diftindtly  confidered  here- 
after. 'Tis  enough  to  remark  at  prefent, 
that  in  our  world  the  fatt  /hows  this,  and 

no 
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no  other  method  of  communicating  good, 
to  be  the  true  idea  of  the  divine  goodnefs. 
Perhaps  alfo  to  the  infinite  wifdom  and  per- 
fed:  re&itude  of  the  Deity  it  appears  un* 
worthy  of  him,  and  cflentially  unfit,  to 
communicate  happinefs  in  any  other  way, 
while  thus  room  is  left  for  moral  agent*  to 
deferue  well,  to  improve  themfelvcs,  and  con* 
tribute  to  their  own  happinefs  *  and  thus  to 
become  much  happier,  than  it  was  other- 
wife  pofiible  for  them  to  be. 

Having  made  thefe  obfervations  to  viodk 
cate  the  refiriSioni%  inferted  in  the  dcfcrip* 
tion  of  the  divine  goodnefs  %  let  us  advance 
to  confider  diftinflly  £>rae  principal  ittfjr* 
in  which  we  may  conceive  ahmigbty  benevo- 
lence exerting  itfelf. 

The  Supream  Almighty  Mind,  whole 
goodnefs  we  are  now  meditating,  being 
alone  felf-exiftcnt  and  eternal,  ihtjirft  way 
of  manifcfting  his  good-will,  which  we  can 
conceive,  is  treating  beings  capable  of  tut. 
joyment.  Exiftencc  and  corrfcious  life  are 
the  foundation  of  enjoyment  and  happi- 
nefs *  and  without  thefe,  to  have  produced 

aa 


Tie  Divine  Goodnefs  explained.         \y 

lafl  ujiiverfc  filled  with  materials  and  objeds 
of  enjoyment,  would  have  fignified  nothing. 
'Tis  therefore  celebrated  by  an  infpired  poet> 
as  an  iQftance  of  the.  divine  benevolence; 
that  by  the  wiffd  of  the  Lord  the  heavens  were 
made  j  and  all  the  hojis  of  them,  the  intelli- 
gent wife  and  powerful  angels,  by  the  breath 
of  his  mouth  *.     And  God  is  declared  worthy 
to  receive  glory,  honour,  and  power;  becaufe 
he  created  all  things,  and  for  his  plcafure  they 
areandiCere  created -f.     And  made  man- 
kind a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  crowned 
them  with  glory  and  honour,  and  gave  them 
dominion  &ver  the  works  of  his  hands  \.     God 
in  the  beginning  caufed  the  earth  to  bring 
forth  grafs  and  herbs  and  trees \  bearing  fruit 
after  their  kinds  fl,  the  proper  materials  for 
fupportirig  the  life  and  pleafure  of  animals; 
and  then  faid :  let  the  waters  bring  forth 
abundantly  the  moving  creature  that  hath  life± 
and  the  fowl  that  they  may  fie  above  the  earth* 
And  God  created  great  whales,    and  every 
living  creature  which  moveth,  which  the  wai- 
ters brought  forth  abundantly  after  their  kind\ 
And  God  made  the  beaf  of  the  earth  after  his 

*  Pfalni  xxxiii.  5,  6.  f  Revelations  W.  11* 

%  Pfalfn  viii,  ||  Genefis  i. 
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kind*  and  the  cattle  after  their  kind,  and 
every  thing  that  creepetb  upon  the  earth  :  and 
God  blejfed  them,  and  God  fdw  that  it  was 
good.  And  when  the  Creator  had  formed 
man  of  a  nobler  kind,  fitted  for  fuperior  en-* 
joyments,  and  fuitably  furniflied  him  ;  'ti« 
then  faid,  and  God  faw  that  it  was  verV 
good.  To  communicate  being,  life  and  ca- 
pacities of  good,  and  to  provide  abundantly 
for  every  creature,  are  then  glorkNte  inftan- 
ces  of  the  benevolence  of  the  Firft  Caufe. 

Again,  when  creatures  are  made  capable 
of  enjoying  good,  the  continuing  their  lives, 
and  conftantly  fupplying  them  with  proper 
objects,  are  other  inftanccs  and  efedh  of 
goodnefs.  The  royal  poet  therefore  cele- 
brates the  watring  the  earth,  and  caofing  it 
to  produce  grafs  for  cattle,  and  corn  for  maiif 
as  proofs,  that  God  crownetb  the  earth  with 
his  goodnefs*.  And  the  Apoflle  declares, 
that  God  had  not  left  himfelf  without  wk- 
nefs  to  the  nations,  in  that  he  did  good  unto 
them,  giving  rain  from  Heaven,  and  fruitful 
feafons,  and  filled  tlem  with  food  and  with 
gladnefs-f.     If  life  be  a  good,  and  the  giving 

•  Pfdlni  lxv.  t  Aflsxiv.  17. 

if 
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it  he  an  inftancc  of  kindnefs;  the  continu- 
ance of  it,  the  conftantly  miniftring  propef 
fupplies,  and  warding  off  evil  and  deftruc- 
Hon,  are  evident  inftances  of  the  fame  kind 
difpofition. 

Farther^  as  among  beings  pofleft  of  con* 
fcious  life,  there  are  fome  endowed  with 
intelligence  and  liberty ',  capable  of  approving, 
and  of  chufing  and  praftifing  what  is  ami- 
able, and  worthy  of  efteem,  and  of  thus  de+ 
Jerwng  welly  and  rendering  themfelves  ob- 
je&s  of  the  divine  complacency  -9  the  govern- 
ing fuch  beings  in  that  manner,  which  will 
bfcft  promote  in  them  a  right  temper,  train 
them  to  the  higheft  moral  perfection,  and 
thus  qualify  them  for  the  moft  valuable  fa* 
tisfa&ions,  and  for  the  largeft  communica- 
tions of  the  divine  favour,  is  a  natural  ex- 
preffion  and  glorious  inftance  of  goodnefs  j 
and  we  may  be  certain  that  a  moil  wife  and 
benevolent  Creator  will  delight  in  thus  ail- 
ing. The  great  Father  of  fpirits  we  have 
fcen,  will  communicate  good  to  his  off- 
fpring,  in  a  way  Jutted  to  their  rational  na* 
Cure,  and  in  proportion  to  their  good  dejert  *\ 

*  Matthew  xxv.  14. 
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He  gives  them  talents  or  abilities  and  advan- 
tages for  attaining  happinefs,  and  expeds 
that  they  (hould  improve  them  *•  He  makes 
them  capable  of  exalted  fatisfadions,  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  himfelf,  in  righte- 
oufnefs  and  benevolence  to  others;  and  he 
requires,  that  if  they  would  be  happy,  they 
(hould  acquaint  themfelves  with  God,  and 
cultivate  a  prevailing  righteoufnefs  and  be- 
nignity of  heart.  It  feems  contrary  to  wif- 
dom,  reditude,  and  even  to  goodnefs,  to 
make  creatures  happy  who  will  defcrve  to  be 
wretched;  and  continue  obftinately  negli- 
gent of  the  means  and  qualifications  for  hap- 
pinefs. Yea  does  it  not  appear  in  the  na- 
ture of  things  impojjible;  that  a  rational  being 
ftiould  be  happy,  who  ads  in  contradidion 
to  his  reafon,  and  his  nobleft  affedions; 
and  who  renders  himfelf  a  juft  objed  of  the 
divine  difcpprobation,  and  of  his  own  ?  Muft 
not  mifery  be  the  natural  confequence  and 
deferty  of  keeping  the  beft  affedions  ungra- 
tified,  of  indulging  defires  difproportioned  to 
their  objeds,  and  difappointed  in  fruition, 
of  incurring  and  fearing  the  divine  difplea- 
fure,  and  being  filled  with  fhame  and  fclf- 

*  Gdlatians  vi.  7. 

con- 
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condemnation  ?  And  ftould  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  God  in  favour  to  the  wicked,  would 
miraculoufly  prevent  thefe  natural  cflfedts  of 
a  vicious  temper  and  condud ;  would  not 
this,  inftcad  of  being  an  inftance  of  genuine 
benevolence,  turn  out  the  contrary ;  coun- 
tenancing and  encouraging  difobedience  and 
wickedneft,  and  thus  doing  the  greateft  hurt 
to  his  moral  creation? 

Tarther%  as  the  knowledge  and  moral 
abilities  of  fuch  creatures  are  imperfeSl,  as 
'they  are  free,  and  of  confequence  frail  and 
mutable  \  and  as  mankind  in  particular  are 
placed  in  fleflily  bodies,  furrounded  with 
objedte  which  ftrongly  follicit  their  animal 
inclinations,  and  eafily  draw  them  into  vi- 
cious indigencies;  without  rendering  them 
immediately  obftinate  in  vice,  unworthy  the 
companionate  regard  and  afliftance  of  their 
heavenly  Father,  and  incapable  of  recover- 
ing virtue  and  happinefs:  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Creator  will  difpofe  hitp  to  confider  their 
frame,  and  remember  that  they  are  duft*  -, 
pot  to  infift  on  perfeSion,  but  to  accept  Jn-. 

•■  Pfalm  ciii.  8. 

C  3  cerity, 
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eerit}*y  of  which  alone  they  are  capable; 
god  where  relapfes  into  fin  are  eafy,  to  al- 
low  them  frequently  the  privilege  of  repen- 
tance, and  to  forgive  and  accept  them,  when 
they  think  of  their  ways,  and  return  to  their 
duty.     Like  as  a  prudent  and  kind  father 
pitieth  bis  cbildreny  fo  will  the  Lord  pity  them 
who  fear  bim.    Will  not  alfo  the  fame  be* 
nevolence,    which   inclined   him 'to  make 
them  that  they  might  become  happy  by  vir- 
tue and  piety,    difpofe  him  to  do  for  them, 
whatever  -f-  is  necefary  to  their  eftablilbment 
in  redtitudc,  and  is  confident  with  real  vir-* 
tue;  and  never  to  give  them  up,  until  ob- 
stinate and  incurable  wickednefs  render  them 
utterly  unfit  for  his  favour,  and  for  aefwer- 
ing  the  great  end  of  their  creation  J  ?     As 
piety!  righteoufhefs,    kindnels  and  mercy, 
are  the  per  fed  ion  and  happtnefs-of  a  rational 
agent,  benevolence  will  incline  the  great  pa- 
rent and  alwife  governor  of  mankind*  to 
cbaften  tbofc  whom  be  loves  [^  inflicting  lighter 
fenfible  evils,    which   may  bring  them  to 
confideration  and  amendment,  reclaim  them 

*  Exodus  xxxiv.  6.     Matthew  xxvi.  41, 
+  Luke  xv.  11.  x  Job  xxxvi.  8. 

I  Hebrews  xii.  6. 

to 
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te  their  daty  when  they  have  forfaken  it  * 
or  by  pxcrcifing,  approve  and  increafe  their 
virtues  His  revelation  therefore  pronounces 
thofe  btefid,  who  receive  corre&ion,  or  who 
endure  temptation  * ;  fincc  when  they  have 
been  trifd  and  approved,  God  will  give 
them  the  crown  of  life  -f.  Pains  and  evils 
of  a  light  kind,  which  are  productive  of 
greater,  yea  of  the  greateft  good,  are  there- 
fore Jnftances  of  the  divine  mercifulnefs. 

Again*  as  the  pumfhment  and  deftruBion 
of  the  incorrigibly  wicked  X  are  neceflary,  for 
preventing  the  worft  of  evils,  general  and 
prevailing  wickednefs,  to  fecure  the  pious 
*nd  virtuous  from  the  violence  of  the  cor- 
rupted, to  rouze  the  negligent,  to  reclaim 
the  recfairaable,  to  prevent  the  innocent  from 
being  feduced,  and  finally  to  extirpate  vice 
and  mifery  from  his  creation :  the  benevo- 
lence of  our  wife  and  righteous  Father  and 
Garernor  will  determine  him  fo  to  inflidt 
thefe,  as  may  beft  fobferve  his  great  and 
kihd  purpofes.  And  as  the  good  and  per- 
fection of  the  icbole,  muft  appear  more  de- 

*■  Job  v.  17.  f  James  i.  12. 

J  P/alm  xcii.  5 — 7, 

C  4.  fireable 


24  ffl*  Divine  Goodnefs  explaimdi 
fireable  and  important,  than  the  pleafure  an4 
impunity  of  a  fmall  part,  who  growing  in* 
curably  vicious,  ceafe  to  be  objedts  of  bis  be- 
nevolence; when  fome  of  bis  creatures  by 
obftinate  wickednefs  have  deferved  mifery 
and  deftru&ion,  and  the  good  of  the  whole. 
requires  that  they  (houkj  fufFer  according  to, 
their  demerits ;  in  this  cafe  goodnefs  will  de- 
termine the  Deity  not  to  fpare  them  *. 

Finally  t  as  the  Creator  of  all  hath  made, 
rational  and  free  beings,  capable  of  becom- 
ing perfectly  blefled  in  the  perfection  ofknow-4 
ledge,  reftitude  and  divine  love-,  in  the  free 
and  full  choice,  and  uninterrupted  pra&ice 
of  whatever  is  amiable  and  excellent;  his 
benignity  will  incline  him,  when  on  their 
trial  amidft  difficulties  and  temptations  they 
(hall  have  fully  approved  their  love  to  hioi, 
to  virtue  and  piety,  to  reward  them  with 
the  grant  of  a  bleflednefs  fuited  to  their  im- 
proved faculties  $  and  as  great  and  lading  as 
rational  and  immortal  fpirits  can  enjoy.  A 
wife  goodnefs  gives  every  capacity  of  good, 
with  an  intention  that  it  (hould  be  filled  f  ; 
and  may  therefore  be  trufted  for  filling  it  J  ; 

*  Exodu*  xxxiv.  7.  +  John  iii.  16. 

t  Matthew  xxv.  34. 

when- 
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whcncjrer  a  wrong  temper  and,  conduct  do 
not  forfeit  the  favour,  and  difqualify  for  en- 
joying it :  or  whenever  the  gratifying  us  in 
a  lower  enjoyment,  would  not  prove  incofr* 
Jiftent  with  our  being  happy  in  a  fupcrior. 

This  may  fuffice  as  a  general  explication 
of  the  Divine  goodnefs,  a  more  diftindt  ac- 
count of  fome  parts  of  this  moft  amiable 
difpofition  may  be  given,  when  we  treat  at 
large  the  principal  inftances  and  cfFe&s  of 
this  perfection.  Let  me  difmifs  the  fubjed 
for  the  prefent  with  one  reJUBion. 

Is  goodnefs  fuch  a  difpofition  as  you  have 
feen  defcribed  ?  How  amiable  and  excellent 
muft  we  acknowledge  it,  and  how  cbearful 
and  conjlant  (hould  our  endeavours  be  to  ac- 
quire it  5  or  to  improve  ourfelves  in  it?  To 
valije  and  defire  knowledge,  power  or  riches, 
chiefly  as  they  may  be  employed  to  lighten 
the  fufFerings,  or  to  increafe  the  enjoyments 
of  others,  and  to  affift  and  promote  their 
virtue  5  to  labour  for  an  increafe  of  thefe, 
chiefly  that  we  may  employ  them  for  thefe 
generous  purpofes;  to  eftecm  and  to  feel 
one's  fclf  happy,    in  proportion  as  others 

are 
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are  made  fo  $  to  purfue  the  defign  with  a 
kindnefs  fupcricr  to  the  folHcs  and  ptffion* 
of  hmo,  and  even  to  their  vices  and  pef- 
▼crieneft ;  and  never  quit  it,  while  men  *r* 
capable  of  being  benefited how  defend- 
ing our  efteem  and  affe&ion  does  a  perfon 
appear,  who  is  pofieft  of  this  temper  and 
character  ?    Do  we  not  naturally  with  him 
happy,  though  he  was  fo  fituated,  as  neve? 
to  have  been  a  benefactor  to  us  ?     And  dp 
we  QQt  judge  him  to  have  been  happy  in 
the  prevalence  of  this  noble  affcdion,  in  the 
deferved  efteem  and  love  of  all  who  knew 
him ;  and  efpecially  in  the  peculiar  favour 
of  the  great  and  good  Father  of  the  uni- 
verfe*  whom  in  his  meafure  he  refembled  2 
And  muft  we  not  naturally  defire  to  pofiefc 
this  excellence  and  happineis  ?     Let  us  then 
cultivate  this  generous  good-will,    intereft 
ourfelves  h>  the  welfare  of  all,  and  do  good 
as  we  have  opportunity. 

>f 
God  bath  formed  us  to  be  moft  happy 
in  this  temper,  he  bath  given  us  kind  a£» 
feftipns  and  a  moral  fenfe,  which  excite  us 
to  wilh  well  to  others,  to  delight  in  their 
Yfeli"beings  fympathiie  in  their  forrows, 
9  and 
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4&4  kd  exquifite  fctufaftion  when  we  can 
ranwcktheot;  a»d  whi<&  make  us  greatly 
ftp  approve  owfalves*  whe»  this  temper  pro- 
yaik,  and  we  pwfw  *'*  diftatcs.    Let  us 
thei  c&rt  by  frequently  cegfidering  the  worth 
and  amiablenefs  of  this  difpofkton,  and  lis 
peculiar  acceptance  with  the  beft  of  Beings, 
cherifli  it  and  excite  ourfelves  to  exert  it, 
Strengthening  the  focial  affeftions  by  fre- 
quent gratifications.    Let  us  like  our  Maf- 
ter,  the  Son  of  God,  count  it  more  bleffed  to 
givt)  than  to  receive  *  j  and  habitually  efti- 
inate  our  own  worth  and  happinefs,  by  the 
part  we  take  in  the  welfare  of  others,  and 
the  good  we  do  them.     Let  us  often  con- 
sider what  behaviour  in  our  various  rela- 
tions, would  moft  relieve  the  diftrefles  of 
others,  or  increafe  their  fatisfaftions,   and 
aft  accordingly :    thus   rendering  ourfelves 
efteemed  and  beloved  by  men,  and  dear  un- 
to God.     Let  us  not  only  embrace  readily 
opportunities   for   beneficence  which  offer 
themfelves,  but  feek  them  out ;  and  cheer- 
fully <fa  affl  die  good  we  can.     We  (hall 
then  be  happy  through  life  in  a  divine  dif- 

*  A&3  xx.  35, 

pofition, 
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pofition,  and  in  a  clear  fenfe  of  the  divine 
favour;  apd  when  we  die,  {hall  find  the 
boundlefs  wifdom,  power  and  goodnefs  of 
the  beft  of  Beings  delighting  to  glorify 
themfelves,  in  our  full  and  everlafting  Ur: 
Jieity.    Amen ! 
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Goodnefs   proved   to   be  a  Divine 
Perfe&ioh. 


Psalm  cxlv.  9. 

The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  bis  tender  mer- 
cies are  over  all  bis  works* 

HAVING  fliown  that  gooJnefs,  when 
we  afcribe  it  to  the  almighty  Creator 
and  moral  Governor  of  the  univerfe,  (igni- 
£es  a  difpojition  to  communicate  good,  in  ways 
juitable  to  the  different  natures  of  the  beings 
who  are  objcfts  of  it ;  to  inferior  beings  in 
Subordination  to  the  happinefs  of  fuperiot, 
and  to  rational  and  moral  agents  according 

to  their  moral  characters our  method 

leads  us, 

II.   To   reprefent   the    principal  proofs, 
which   reafon  and   revelation  fupply,    that 

God 
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God  is  indeed  thus  good.  I  would  firjl  o£» 
jfer  to  your  thoughts  the  proofs  derived  froth 
reafon,  and  then  add  a  few  more  teftimonies 
of  Scripture  to  thofe,  which  I  have  had  oc- 
cafioti  already  to  cite,  and  which  clearly 
prove  that  goodnefs  belongs  to  God. 

Let  us  firjl  take  a  view  of  the  evidences^ 
Which  reajon  fu'rnifhes  of  this  great  and  in- 
finitely important  truth,  that  our  almighty 
Creator  an  d  Governor  i&fupreamly  good.   And 

i.  The  goodnefs  of  God  may  be  demon- 
ftrated  from  his  *  wifdom,  fince  to  be,  and 
to  do  good  is  a  better  temper  and  courfe  of 
attion ;  that  is,  evidently  more  deferving  the 
choice  and  approbation  of  a  rational  agent, 
than  the  contrary.  And  wifdom  is  an  ability 
to  difcern  what  ends  are  moft  worthy  to  be 
chofen  and  profecuted,  and  what  means  are 
fitteji  for  effecting  them.  That  the  Creator 
of  all  is  moft  wife,  is  abundantly  evident  from 
the  frame  of  the  world,  and  of  the  human 
mind.  How  boundlefs  his  comprehenfion, 
how  unerring  his  difecrnment  and  choice, 
who  hath  with  fuch  exadtnefs  adjufted  the 

•  Sec  Grove's  Wifiom,  &c.  c.  i.  and  c.  3.  f.  4.— 
and  coroll.  4.  and  Price*  Review,  c.  10. 

mag- 
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tnagnitdde,  fituation  and  influences  of  the 
fun,  to  the  natures,  largenefi,  diftances,  and 
motions  of  the  planets,  which  roui  around 
k ;  that  the  harmony  of  the  ufttverfo,  and 
in  particular  the  order,  heaJthfulnefa  acid 
fertility  of  our  world,  and  the  life,  fapport 
and  enjoyment  of  the  numberleis  creatures 
which  inhabit  the  earth,  have  been  main- 
tained in  the  beft  manner  for  thousands  of 
$cars! 

Muft  we  ndt  alfo  confefs,  that  the  origi- 
nal Mind  himfclf  poticScs  intelligence  in  the 
higheft  degree ;  who  hath  created  fo  many 
millions  of  intelligent  beings,  and  wonder- 
fcily  united  them  to  bodies  of  fo  curious  a 
ftru&ure?  No  being  can  give  to  another 
what  it  ha6  not  itfelf.  Muft  not  then  he 
^Bobo  formed  the  eye>  fee  ?  And  be  who  gfaetb 
t9  wan  under/landing,  doth  not  be  kn*w*i 
Our  Creator  hath  enabled  us  to  difcero  be~ 
tweco  ends  and  anions,  to  difcover  a  worth 
and  eligibknefe  in  fome  ends,  to  approve 
ourfelves  and  other  rational  agents,  when 
we  approve  and  purfue  worthy  ends;  and 
4o  dtftpproye  ourfelves  and  others,  when  we 

*  Pfalm  xciv.  9. 

negleft 
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ncgled  thefe,  or  ptirfuethe  contrary.     Ouf 
feafon  informs  us,  that  as  happinefs  is  a  bet- 
ter y  or  more  defireable  ftatc  for  any  being* 
than  mifery  j  fo  it  is  a  more  eligible  ufe  of 
power,  and  more  deferving  of  approbation* 
to  communicate  happinefs  than  mifery.  This 
appears  from  men's  agreeing  every  wherfe  to 
apply  words  equivalent  to  thefe  terms,  wor* 
tby,  excellent,  and  well-deferving,  to  generout 
goodnefs  and  extenfive  beneficence;   and  the 
contrary  terms,  or  words  equivalent,  as  bafe> 
hateful*  arid  deferring  of  punijhmenty  to  an 
uncompa/fionafe  felfijhnefs  and  malevolence  of 
temper.     Imperfect  as  we  are  in  regard  to 
moral  reftitude,  had  we  no  paffion  or  in- 
tereft,   which   occafion&lly  interfered   with 
Our  doing  good  to  others ;  we  fhould  ever 
approve  and  cultivate  benevolence,  as  the 
mod  excellent  difpofition  j  and  even  chufe 
to  aft  in  that  manner,  which  would  moft 
promote  the  wfelfare  of  our  fellow  creatures. 
'Tis  therefore  certain*  that  the  fupream  all- 
pcrfedt  Mind,  who  is  infinite  in  wifdomy  and 
difcerns  in  the  cleared  light  the  worth  of  a 
benevolent  difpofition,  and  who  being  feif- 
fujficient,  can  have  no  wants,  inclinations  dr 

interefis  oppofite  to  benevolence that  he 

will 
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tyill  always  prefer  being  good,  and  doing 
good,  to  the  contrary* 

Can  any  reafonable  perfon  ferioufly  doubt, 
Which  muft  appear  moll  eligible  to  an  alwife, 
almighty  and  nioft  happy  Being  j  to  form  an 
infinite  variety  of  creatures,  capable  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  and  degrees  of  good,  and  to  fill 
them  all  with  their  proper  gopd  ?  Or  to 
form  creatures  innumerable,  merely  to  exert 
his  omnipotence  in  making  them  miferable  ? 
Muft  not  the  fupream  Wifdom  fee  the  infi- 
nite worthinefs  and  excellence  of  making 
happy  an  univerfe,  and  prefer  it  ?  Will  he 
not  be  infinitely  blfcfled  in  the  confeioufnefs 
of  communicating  good  infinitely?  And 
were  it  pofiible  he  fhould  ail  otherwife, 
would  not  his  infinite  wifdom  render  him 
unhappy,  by  (howing  him  what  was  bed; 
if  he  chofe  the  contrary  ?  But  this  is  an  im- 
fqfjible* fuppofition.  As  therefore  every  un- 
prejudiced human  mind  prefers  benevolence 
in  himfelf  and  in  others,  to  the  oppofitc 
temper  j  much  more  will  the  alwife  Mind. 
And  if  the  Almighty  approve  and  prefer 
benevolence,  it  will  certainly  prevail  in  all 

*  Htbrcws  vi.  18. 

D  his 
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his  difpenfations ;  fince  he  will  always  chufe 
what  he  fees  to  be  moft  worthy  to  be  chofen, 
and  will  never  do  what  his  unerring  wif- 
dom  condemns* 

As  certainly  then  as  it  is  a  more  worthy 
life  of  power,  to  communicate  good  than 
evil ;  fo  certainly  will  God  infinitely  wife  ever 
approve  doing  good  to  his  creatures,  who 
are  qualified  to  enjoy  it,  will  delight  in  it, 
and  adtually  confer  it.  And  his  revelation 
affures  us,  fuch  is  the  divine  benignity,  that 
he  does  not  willingly  grieve  or  qffliSi  the  chil- 
dren of  men  *■  that  he  chafiens  them,  not 
for  his  own  pleq/itre,  nor  for  any  delight  he 
takes  in  their  fufFerings,  but  for  their  profit  -f 
and  whenever  he  inflidts  evil,  it  is  with 
a  view  to  produce  greater  good,  either  to 
the  fufferers  themfelves,  or  to  the  whole ; 
to  reclaim  from  vice  the  greateft  evil,  or  to 
deter  others  from  pradtices,  which  would 
render  them  and  all  within  their  influence 
miferable.  'Tis  not  then  more  evident  that 
God  is  moft  wi/e;  which,  from  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  world  he  has  made,  and  from 
our  frame,  and  the  degrees  of  underftand- 

*  Lamentations  iii.  33:  f  Hebrews  xii.  10. 

ing 
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ing  Which  he  hath  given  to  us,  is  abfo- 
Jutely  certain:  than  that  he  is  benevolent. 
The  laws  which  he  hath  eftablifhed  in  the 
natural  World  demonftrate,  that  he  knows 
what  is  mod  ufeful  and  beneficial,  and  that 
he  chufes  to  effe<3:  it ;  and  fince  God  is  un- 
changeably what  he  is,  he  will  always  be 
benevolent,  and  cannot  be  otherwife. 

2.  That  God  is  benevolent  appears  from 
the  kind  affeStions*  which  he  hath  planted 
in  mankind  \  and  from  that  moral  Jenfe,  by 
which  he  diredts  us,  on  thefrf  view  to  ap- 
prove benevolence  in  ourfelves,  and  in  others, 
and  to  detejl  malevolence.  Thefe  kind  af- 
fections and  this  moral  fenfe  greatly  contri- 
bute to  private  and  publick  happinefs :  the 
Creator  therefore,  who  faw  their  beneficial 
tendency,  and  planted  them  in  us,  muft  be 
owned  benevolent;  and  all  the  good  which 
they  a&ually  produce,  together  with  the 
much  greater  quantity  of  good,  which  they 
excite  and  incline  us  to  produce ;  are  vifible 
effeSls  and  proofs  of  his  original  benevolence, 
who  is  the  Father  of  cur  fpirits.  For  not 
to  infift  here  on  the  ftrong,  tender  and  dif- 
interefled  affeftion  of  parents  to  their  children^ 
D  2  aud 
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and  indeed  of  all  animals  to  their  young; 
which  is  eflential  to  the  continued  life  and 
enjoyment  of  every  fpecies ;  and  a  vifible  • 
emanation  from  the  benevolence  of  the  fu- 
pream  Parent,  and  proof  of  its  greatnefs— 
'tis  obvious  to  an  impartial  obferver,  that  all 
human  minds,  in  their  truly  natural  ftate, 
have  in  them  inclinations  to  mutual  love  and 
kind  offices,  to  pity  the  Sufferings  of  others, 
and  rejoice  in  their  welfare,  to  delight  in 
their  ejleem  and  affeBion^  which  can  only 
be  acquired  by  benevolence,  and  in  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  doing  them  good,  or  even  in- 
tending and  wifhing  it:  though  without 
effeft- 

As  a  proof  that  thefe  affe&ions  are  efteem- 
ed  natural  to  the  human  mind,  we  may  ob- 
ferve ;  that  the  temper  formed  by  them  is 
in  common  language  termed  humanity.  And 
to  eftablifh  the  convi&ion,  let  me  dcfire 
every  one  to  reflect,  and  obferve  what  has 
pall:  within  his  own  bofom.  Are  we  not 
naturally  difpofed  to  grieve,  when  we  hear 
of  the  calamities  of  others,  and  much  more 
when  we  fee  them;  and  to  companionate 
and  relieve  the  fufFerers  ?     Do  we  not  feel 

exqui- 
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cxquifite  fatisfadtion,  when  we  can  remove 
their  forrows,  and  reftore  eafe  and  joy  ?  Do 
we  not,  unlefs  falfe  notions  of  our  own  in- 
tereft,  or  an  apprehenfion  of  ill  defert,  or 
ill  intention  in  others,  prevent  it ;  naturally 
take  pleafure  in  feeing  others  pleafed  and 
profperous?  Are  we  not  ftill  more  de- 
lighted, when  we  make  them  fo;  and 
prompted  from  within  to  communicate  good 
to  every  one,  when  we  can  do  it  without 
detriment  to  ourfelves  ?  Nay  are  we  not  ia 
numberlefs  cafes  pleafed  in  benefiting  others; 
though  thereby  we  leflen  our  own  (hare,  of 
merely  felfifh  gratifications  ?  Are  thefe  fo- 
cial  and  benevolent  afFedtions  natural  to  men  ? 
The  Father  of  their  fpirits,  who  hath  plant-* 
cd  thefe  kind  afFedtions  in  them ;  and  caufed 
them  to  find  their  own  greateft  fatisfadtion, 
in  promoting  the  fatisfadtion  of  others,  muft 
be  in  the  greateft  degree  benevolent,  muft 
be  infinitely  kind.  To  deny  this,  would  be 
as  abfiird  as  to  deny,  that  the  ocean  which 
furnifhes  every  brook  and  river  with  watcr^ 
contains  more  water  than  a  fmall  brook  j  or 
that  the/art  which  continually  enlightens  the 
whole  world,  hath  in  it  more  light,  than  a 
Igmp  which  enlightens  a  narrow  cell: 

D  3  *k* 
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As  the  Prophet  therefore  in  the  name  of 
Jehovah  reafoned  with  the  Israelites,  that  he 
might  ftrengthen  their  faith  in  the  divine 
mercy ;  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child, 
that  foe  fhould  not  have  compajfion  on  the  Jon 
of  her  womb  ?  yea*  they  may  forget*  yet  will  I 
not  forget  thee  *.  We  may  with  ftill  ftronger 
evidence  reafon,  that  kindnefs  can  never  fail 
in  the  great  Parent  of  mankind.  Are  ten- 
dernefs,  compaflion  and  generous  kindnefs 
natural  to  every  human  heart,  and  planted 
in  them  by  God  $  and  cannot  thefe  friendly 
and  ufeful  affedtions  utterly  fail  in  them, 
while  men  are  men  ?  And  can  benevolence 
itfelf  ever  fail  in  the  unchangeable  God,  the 
Author  of  the  kind  afFe&ions  in  men,  and 
the  common  Father  of  us  all  ?  Should  any 
therefore  be  tempted  to  doubt  of  the  divine 
kindnefs  and  compaflion,  let  them  confult 
their  own  bofoms,  and  afk  themfelves. 
Could  not  we,  imperfedl  as  we  are,  wifh 
harm  to  others,  unlefs  we  were  prompted  to 
it  by  damage  and  injury  received  from  thetp  • 
or  by  the  view  of  fome  confiderable  advan- 
tage hence  to  arife  for  ourfelves  ?  Should  we 
not  rejoice  to  promote  confiderably  the  good 

*  Ifaiah  xlix.  15. 
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6f  others,  if  we  could  do  it  without  detri- 
ment, yea  even  with  fome  lofs  to  ourfelvesj 
efpecially  the  good  of  our  children?  And 
can  we  doubt  whether  the  Creator  be  abun- 
dant in  kindnefs,  from  whom  we  derive 
thefe  kind  afle<3ions,  who  is  alfo  fupreamly 
perfect  and  happy,  and  who  can  have  no 
intereft  oppofite  to  the  general  good  of  his 
creatures  his  children,  and  never  fuffer  by 
promoting  it  ?  Or  can  we  with  any  appear- 
ance of  rcafon  fufpeS,  that  he  can  be  de- 
ficient in  mercy,  and  unready  or  undelighted 
to  promote  their  well-being,  whenever  they 
are  qualified  to  be  favoured  by  him  ? '  Is  not 
our  divine  Matter's  reafoning  conclufive  $  If 
ye  being  evil  yet  give  good  gifts  to  your  chiU 
dren,  bow  much  more  will  the  beft  of  Beings* 
your  heavenly  Father \  give  good  things  to  them, 
who  ajk  bimt* 

And  then  that  -f-  moral fenfe,  which  is  na- 
tural to  men,  and  found  in  all  uncorrupted 
minds,  by  which  they  are  immediately  de- 
termined to  approve  compaffion  and  gener- 

*  Matthew  vii.  n. 

+  In  proof  of  this,  fee  Huchefon'%  Inquiry  concerning 
moral  Good  and  Evil.  Seft.  1. 
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ous  kindnefs  in  themfelves  and  in  others  5 
and  to  diflike  and  condemn  the  contrary  af-» 
fediions :  is  another  Jlanding  proof  of  thg 
Creator's  benevolence.  For  he  thus  recom- 
mends to  his  creatures  the  cultivation  and 
exertion  of  their  kind  affections,  ^nd  difluades 
them  from  an  oppofite  condud,  as  they  va- 
lue their  own  inward  approbation,  a  fource 
of  the  moft  exquifite  fatisfadtion  ;  and  as 
they  would  deferve  and  enjoy  the  love  and 
efteem  of  others :  and  avoid  the  (hame  and 
pain  of  condemning  themfelves,  and  of  know-? 
ing  themfelves  contemptible  or  odious. 

This  moral  fenfe  differs  from  reafbn  and 
confcience,  as  an  inJlinSlive  fclf-love  differs 
from  a  rational;  being  zfudden  impreflion, 
or  determination  on  the  firft  fight  of  the  ob- 
ject or  difpofition,  preventing  confideration, 
and  ufually  ftrongeft  and  moft  felt  in  young 
and  tender  minds,  who  reflect  the  leaft.  Do 
we  then  naturally  and  on  the  firft  view  apr 
prove  and  admire  the  benevolent  and  difin- 
terefted  man,  the  lover  of  his  country,  and 
the  friend  of  mankind;  and  as  naturally  dis- 
approve and  even  abhor  the  felfifti  and  cruel 

\yretch, 
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wretch,  who  feels  only  for  himfelf,  is  only 
concerned  for  his  own  little  interefts,  and 
regardlefs  of  the  diftreffes  of  others :  who 
for  the  fake  of  fome  profit  to  himfelf,  can 
make  others  wretched  to  a  great  degree,  or 
fport  with  their  mifery?  The  God  who 
bath  made  us  thus  fenfible  of  the  amiable- 
nefs  of  a  benevolent  temper,  and  of  extenfive 
kindnefs,  certainly  himfelf  difcerns  it,  and 
in  confequence,  as  he  always  does  what  he 
approves,  will  be  in  a  greater  degree  kind 
and  according  to  his  ability,  that  is  infinitely 
beneficent* 

Again,  our  moral  fenfe  and  natural  deter- 
mination to  efteem  and  love  goodnefs  in 
?yery  intelligent  being,   and  to  deteft  the 
contrary  temper,  may  be  further  improved 
into  a  ftrong  argument,  that  our  Creator  is 
benevolent  in  the  greateft  degree ;  fince  other- 
wife  he  would  have  formed  us  to  difapprove 
and  be  averfe  to  himfelf.     The  rational  fa- 
culties by  which  we  can  difcover  God  our 
Maker,  his  adorable  perfections,  our  depen- 
dance  upon  him  and  obligations  to  him,  are 
a  clear  proof  that  our  Maker  defigned  us  for 
Feligion  -,  and  wills  that  we  fliould  employ 

our 
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our  under/landings  in  contemplating  his  ex- 
cellencies and  his  works,  and  our  hearts  in 
adoration,  gratitude,  love  and  truft.  But  could 
it  be  fuppofed  that  the  fupream  Being  was 
destitute  of  benevolence ,  he  would  havcf 
formed  u&  incapable  of  a  religious  regard  to 
himfelf,  having  formed  us  to  efteem  and 
love  only  thofe  characters  in  which  benevo- 
lence prevails,  and  to  defpife  and  deleft  the 
contrary.  And  to  compleat  the  abfurdity, 
could  we  fuppofe  God  lb  be  deftitute  of  good- 
nefs, and  at  the  fame  time  to  form  rational 
creatures  with  a  prevailing  determination  to 
approve  goocjnefs,  and  condemn  and  abhor 
an  intelligent  being  void  of  it ;  we  muft  fup- 
pofe him  to  condemn  himfelf;  fince  the 
judgment  which  men  naturally  form,  is  the 
judgment  of  the  author  of  their  nature* 

We  therefore  with  great  reafon  conclude, 
pot  only  from  the  numberlefs  beneficial  ef- 
fe&s  of  the  kind  affetfions,  and  moral  fenfe% 
planted  in  us,  that  the  Former  of  the  human 
foul  is  benevolent  in  the  higheft  degree,  but 
alfo  from  his  forming  xxsfenfible  of  a  worth 
and  excellence  in  this  difpofition,  which  proves 
that  he  himfelf  difcerns  and  pojfejfes  it  in  the 
higheft  degife  of  perfeftion. 

3<  All 
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3.  Allthetcwvb  of  God  throughout  this 
immenfe  univerfe,  as  far  as  we  are  acquainted 
with  them,  abundantly  prove  his  goodnefs, 
and  that  bis  tender  mercies  are  over  them  all* 
The  infinite  varieties  of  creatures  which  he 
hath  produced,  the  infinitely  various  powers 
and  capacities  of  good  which  he  hath  formed, 
and  the  immenfe  quantities  of  good  he  hath 
every  where  provided  for  fupplying  them, 
proclaim  his  treq/ures  and  his  bounty  to  be 
infinite.  We  readily  and  reafonably  con- 
clude, that  an  intelligent  agent,  who  in  his 
general  conduft  does  beneficial  actions,  and 
communicates  good ;  defigns  it,  and  is  bene- 
volent. Efpecially  when  we  have  no  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  he  is  prompted  by  other 
views  j  and  when  his  inftances  of  apparent 
kindnefs  are  great  and  numerous*  and  hit 
courfe  of  beneficence  has  been  long  continued. 
Let  us  apply  this  reafoning  to  the  works  and 
condudfc  of  the  Deity,  and  we  ihall  find  the 
evidences  of  his  benevolence  irrefiftible. 

If  to  form  one  creature  capable  of  good, 
and  to  fatisfy  it,  be  an  inftance  and  proof  of 
goodnefs ;    to  produce,    for  many  fucceflive 
ages,  creatures  in  infinite  numbers,  each  ca- 
pable 
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pable  of  numerous  enjoyments,  and  continu- 
ally to  fupply  them  with  proper  good — this, 
if  I  may  ufe  the  phrafe,  is  an  infinite proof \ 
that  the  univerfal  Creator  is  good,  infinitely 
benevolent.  Every  creature  then  which  we 
behold,  pleafed  in  its  exiftence,  and  furnifh- 
ed  with  proper  enjoyments,  is  a  proof,  that 
this  perfedtion  belongs  to  the  Creator.  And 
how  innumerable  are  thefe  proofs,  which 
our  eyes  continually  behold,  wherever  we 
direct  them  ;  and  whicn  mankind  have  en- 
joyed fince  the  formation  of  our  world.  To 
illuftrate  this  proof  at  large  will  be  my  bu- 
finefs,  wheii  I  treat  the  next  general  head  ; 
'tis  therefore  but  juft  named  here,  and  we 
proceed  to  a 

Fourth  argument  drawn  from  the  *  caujes 
of  ill-will  and  hatred  \  for  if  we  clofely  con- 
fider  thefe,  we  (hall  clearly  difcover,  that 
they  can  have  noplace  in  the  great  Firfl  Caufe, 
and  that  God  therefore  muft  be  perfectly  and 
fupreamly  good.  The  want  or  defire  of  fome 
good,  which  cannot  be  attained  but  by  the 
deprivation  or  fuffering  of  others,  the  fuffer- 
ing  by  means  of  others*  or  the  being  fome 

*  Sec  the  Review  for  Auguft  1755.  P-  10h  $• 

way 
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way  wretched;  thefe  are  the  principal  caufes 
of  hatred  and  malevolence.  The  moft  ill- 
natured  and  abandoned  of  mankind  would 
not  wifli  or  do  mifchief  to  others,  if  they 
were  intirely  eafy  in  themfelVes;  and  if  they 
could  attain  what  they  defire  without  hurting 
others;  and  were  exempt  from  fearing,  or 
fuffering  evil  by  them.  And  none  of  thefe, 
or  if  there  be  other  excitements  to  malevo- 
lence, no  other  can  be  fuppofed  in  the  Deity. 
He  is  almighty  zn&felffrjjicient ;  he  can  there- 
fore feel  no  wants  or  pains,  which  fliould 
excite  him  to  relieve  himfclf  by  hurting 
others ;  nor  can  he  have  any  defigns  for  his 
own  gratification,  to  be  ferved  by  the  ruin 
of  his  creatures.  His  infinite  wifdom  will  al- 
ways direct  him  to  chufe  the  bejl  ends,  and 
the  Jittejl  methods  for  efFe&ing  them ;  and  in 
union  with  almighty  power  muft  raife  him 
above  all  oppofition,  and  make  him  always 
able  to  accomplifli  his  defigns  without  injury 
to  any.  Whenever  therefore  he  inflids  pain 
and  evil  upon  his  creatures,  'tis  not  done  to 
gratify  fome  uneafy  paflion  in  himfelf,  or  for 
any  pleafure  he  can  take  in  their  mifery  ;  but 
for  the  prevention  of  greater  evil  in  them,  or 

in  the  world. 
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Tib  then  a  moft  certain  and  moft  en* 
couraging  truths  that  as  an  infinitely  wife 
God  ever  difcerns,  approves*  and  chufes, 
what  is  moft  worthy  to  be  chofen  and  done; 
and  benevolence  is  evidently  a  moft  excel- 
lent difpofition,  and  doing  good  the  beft  ex- 
ertion of  intelligence  and  power  j  and  as  he 
can  have  no  temptation  *  to  a&  in  contradic- 
tion to  that  which  he  himfelf  approves,  and 
hath  formed  his  rational  creatures  to  approve* 
and  of  which  he  hadpihown  in  his  works 
his  approbation,  in  infinite  inftances :  fo  he 
will  always  do  what  is  beft,  and  moft  worthy 
of  him,  will  ever  delight  in  goodnefs,  and 
be  ever  beneficent,  and  that  his  goodnefs  and 
mercy  are  therefore  over  all  bis  works%  are  in* 
finite  and  everlajling  as  his  being. 

To  thefe  proofs  which  reafon  fupplies,  let 
me  add  a  few  exprefs  tejlimonies  from  holy 
fcripture*  When  Jehovah  appeared  on 
Mount  Sinai,  to  eftablifh  his  covenant  and 
his  worfhip  with  the  Ifraelites,  this  was  the 
charadter,  under  which  he  chofe  to  be  re- 
garded and  worshipped  by  them:  and  de- 
fending on  a  cloud  of  glory,  he  thus  pro- 

*  James  i.  13. 
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claimed  his  name:  Jehovah,  the  God  merci- 
ful and  gracious*  hng-fuffering)  and  abundant 
ingopdnefs  and  in  truth ;  forgiving  iniquity 
tranfgreffion  and  Jin  %.  And  when  Solomon  af- 
terward eredted  a  magnificent  temple  for  his 
worfhip,  he  chofe  to  take  pofleffion  of  it 
under  the  fame  character.  And  it  came  i* 
pafs,  as  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  with  the 
trumpets  and  cymbals  and  injlruments  ofmu- 
fick,  and  praifed  the  Lord,  faying*  For  he  is 

GOOD,  for    HIS    MEHkr     ENDURETH     FOR 

ever:  that  then  thepmife  was  filled  with  a 
cloud,  even  the  boufe  of  the  Lord*.  Thefe 
teflimonics  are  the  more  remarkable,  as 
they  are  not  declarations  of  fome  perfe&ion 
of  the  Deity,  relative  to  a  particular  occa- 
fion ;  but  publick  and  folemn  declarations  of 
that  character,  under  which  Jehovah  chofe 
to  be  regarded  and  wo r (hipped  by  men. 
And  that  none  from  his  diftinguifhing  fa- 
vours to  Ifrael  might  conclude,  his  benignity 
was  confined  to  them ,  the  fame  fcriptures 
declare,  that  be  left  not  bimfelf  without 
witnefs  to  the  nations  j  in  that  he  did  them 
good,  and  gave  them  rain  from  heaven  and 
fruitful feafons :  filling  their  hearts  with  food 

%  Exodus  xxxiv.  6,  7.  *  2  Chronicles  v.  13. 
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and  gtadnefs.  For  the  Lord  is  good  unio  all* 
and  even  bis  tender  mercies  over  all  bis  workii 
O  Lord,  bow  manifold  are  tby  works  !  in  wif- 
dom  baft  thou  made  them  all:  the  earth  is  full 
of  tby  riches i  So  is  the  great  and  widefea,  in 
which  are  creatures  innumerable,  both  f mall 
and  great.  Tbefe  all  wait  upon  thee,  that  thoii 
may  eft  give  them  their  food  in  duefeafon:  thou 
openeft  tby  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good*.  And 
the  divine  goodnefs  is  declared,  as  extending 
not  only  to  the  oEBient,  but  to  finners. 
•f  Thou,  Lord,  art  good  arid  ready  to  for  give ^ 
and  plenteous  in  mercy  to  all  who  call  upon  thee* 
The  Lord  is  gracious  and  full  of  compajfton, 
flow  to  anger  and  of  great  mercy.  %  Good  and 
upright  is  the  Lord,  therefore  will  he  teach 
finners  in  the.  way.  ||  He  will  not  always  chide, 
neither  will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever.  He 
bath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  fins,  nor  re- 
warded'us  according  to  our  iniquities  5  but  as 
the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  Jo  great  is 
his  mercy  towards  them  that  fear  him.  §  If 
the  wicked for  fake his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord-,  he 
will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  will  abundantly 

*  PLlm  civ.  24. —  f  Pfalm  Ixxxvi.  5. 

X  Pfalm  xxv.  8-  ||  Pfalm  ciii.  10. —  §Ifafch 

lv.  7.     Ezekiel  xviii.  22.  32. 

fardon 
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pardon  him.  *  And  God  fo  loved  the  world, 
token  Jinners  and  enemies,  that  be  gave  bis  only 
begotten  Svn>  that  wbofoever  believetb  on  him 
Jhould  not  perijhj  but  have  everlafling  life* 
Verily  therefore  God  i*love. 

Let  me  conclude  at  prefent  with  one  re- 
fle5Hon%  upon  what  has  been  offered  to  your 
thoughts  in  proof  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs* 

*Have  we  fuch  full  evidence  that  goodnefs 
belongs  to  God,  aM'in  particular  that  he  is 
ever  difpofed  to  a/M  and  promote  the  mo- 
ral improvement  dthis  rational  creatures ;  and 
to  communicate  all  that  happinefs,  which  by 
a  right  temper  and  conduct  they  (hall  be- 
come qualified  to  enjoy  f  Let  this  render 
our  endeavours  to  approve  ourfelves  unto  God 
in  the  pradice  of  all  piety  and  virtue  chearful 
and  confiant;  and  regulate  all  our  expe£la- 
tions  from  him.  What  can  be  more  encou- 
raging to  our  endeavours  of  pleafing  God 
than  this  afliirance,  that  we  ferve  a  father 
and  a  fovereign,  upon  whofe  benignity  we 
may  intirely  depend,  for  aflifting  and  accept- 
ing every  well  meant  effort;  for  promoting 

•  John  Hi.  1 6.     Romans  v.  8.     1  John  iv.  9.  16. 
E  our 
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{Hit  own  improvement,  or  the  good  of  others? 
Who  will  makeevei;y  gracious  allowance  for 
difficulties  and  difad vantages*  knowing  our 
frame  and  remembering  we  are  du/t.  Who  will 
not  only  overlook  mercifully  le(s  voluntary 
defedts;  but  fully  forgive  even  wilful  tranf- 
greffions,  if  we  repent,  and  return  to  our 
duty.  Who  will  fuffer  no  fincere  defire  oc 
purpofe  of  pleafing  him,  or  doing  good  to 
men,  to  pafs  unnoticed,  or  unrewarded.  £nd 
who  will  recompence.mat  laft,  not  accordr 
ing  to  the  meannefs  and  imperfection?  of  our 
fervice  and  obedience ;  bvt  according  to  the 
eflential  goodnefs  of  his  nature,  and  the  im- 
menfe  riches,  of  his  bounty ;  with  the  poflef- 
fion  of  all  the  bleflednefs,  which,  the  noble 
capacities  he  hath  given  us  can  receive,  and 
which  our  improvement  of  them  fhall  qua- 
lify us  to  enjoy.  We  (hould  therefore,  ap- 
ply ourfelves  to  ftudy  and  pra&ife  religioq, 
not  with  reludance  and  deje&ion,  but  with 
alacrity ;  as  perfons  wbo  are  learning  the  way 
to  happinefs  prefent  and  future,  from  the. un- 
erring wifdom  of  the  bed  of  fathers;  and 
Aire  of  attaining  it  undqr  his  favour  and  guid- 
ance, if  not  inexcufably  wanting  to  him  and 
to  ourfelves.  We  may  drive  in  vain  to  pleafe 

the 


the  gf eateft  and  btft  men ;  our  fervices  mif 
be  overlooked  or  mifreprefented  $  or  partial 
favour  may  confer  on  others  the  rewards, 
Which  we  hafre  deferred.      And  the  beft 
things,  which  thtit  rfiftfieft  affeftion  can 
give,    are  inconfiderafete   and   momentary. 
Whereas  if  we  ire  ftncirely  devoted  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  if  we  hoheftly  ftrive  to  im- 
prove oar  minds  in  virtue  arid  piety,  and  to 
do  good  in  our  ftatioWs  $  he  who  fees  the  heart 
knows  and  approve*  our  fincerity.     And  as 
his  treafures  are  infinite,  and  his  goodnefs  and 
dominion- everiafting)  he  will  caufe  us  to  feel 
the  effedfe  of  his  gracious  acceptance,  and 
unchanging  benignity,  in  our  cvcrlafting  fe- 
fidty.     And  of  this  we  are  as  fure,  as  that 
the  God  who  hath  formed  us  to  difcern  the 
excellence,  and  approve  the  beauty  of  bene- 
volence, muft  himfelf  difcern   and  approve 
thefej  and  the  God  who  hath  formed  us  to 
defife  and  delight  in  the  good  of  others,  hath 
in  himfelf  an  infinitely  larger  fund  of  bene- 
volence, than  he  hath  communicated  to  us, 
arid  to  all  the  millions  of  mankind. 

This  view  alfo  of  the  goodnefs  of  God 

ihould  regulate  our  expectations  from  hirn. 
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The  goodnefs,  which  hath  been  proved  to 
be  a  divine  perfection,  is  not,  you  muft  have 
obferved,  a  Mind  undifiinguijbingfondnefs,  or 
an  unguided  propenOty  to  communicate  good 
alike  to  all ;  whether  deferving  or  undeferv- 
ing,  grateful  or  ungrateful.     It  is  the  bene- 
volence of  the  wifejl,  as  well  as  the  bejl  of 
fathers  and  fovereigns ;  who  communicates 
happinefs  to  his  rational  creatures,  according 
to  their  improvement  of  the  moral  abilities 
which  he  hath  given  them.     We  muft  be 
reverent,  grateful  and  fubmiflive  to  our  hea- 
venly Father,  and  equitable  kind  and  benefi- 
cent to  our  fellow  creatures,  children  of  the 
fame  parent ;  if  we  would  be  treated  by  him 
as  approved  and  beloved  children.  We  muft 
cultivate  the  noble  powers  which  he  hath 
given  us,  and  eftablifli  a  difpofition  for  the 
fatisfadtions  of  knowledge,  goodnefs  and  de- 
votion ;  if  we  would  be  fixed  by  his  favour 
in  a  ftate,  wherein  the  compleat  pofleflion  of 
thefe  fatisfa&ions  will  make  us  fully  and  for 
ever  happy.     For  the  fame  reafon  that  God 
is  good,  and  kind  and  equitable,  he  will  be 
difpleafed  with  his  rational  creatures,  who 
have  contra&ed  oppofite  difpofitions,  with 
the  felfifh,  uncompaflionate,  inhuman,  un- 

juft, 
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jtift,  malicious,  and  revengeful;  with  all* 
who  inftead  of  loving  goodnefs  and  delight- 
ing in  beneficence,  delight  in  vexing  and  in- 
juring thofe  with  whom  they  are  converfant; 
or,  who  giving  themfelves  up  to  mean  incli- 
nations, incapacitate  themfelves  for  the  noble 
fatisfadtions  which  he  defigned  for  their 
happinefs. 

Let  none  therefore  indulge  a  hope,  that 
they  can  be  objects  of  the  divine  compla- 
cency, till  their  temper  and  conduct  arc  fuch 
as  a  mod  wife,  as  well  as  benevolent  Being, 
can  approve.  Let  none  hope  to  enjoy  a  blef- 
fednefs  arifing  out  of  the  perfection  of  their 
nature,  but  after  a  diligent  cultivation  of 
their  rational  and  moral  powers  \  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  prevailing  purity,  righteouf- 
nefs,  charity  and  devotion  ;  which,  according 
to  the  conftitution  of  our  nature,  prepare 
us  to  enjoy  the  perfection  of  bleffednefs  to 
eternity  in  the  perfection  of  thefe  difpofi- 
tions.  This  is  the  order  eftablifhed  with  re- 
gard to  moral  agents,  by  their  moft  wife  and 
good  Creator.  We  muft  deferve  ivell*>  if 
we  would  fare  well\  and  be  fuited  in  our 

*  Revelations  ill .  4. 
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tempers  to  a  rational  and  divine  felicity,  if 
ve  would  enjoy  it.  From  this  order  he 
will  never  deviate,  and  all  hopes  built  on  the 
contrary  fuppofition  muft  end  in  confufion 
and  defpair.  *  Without  bplinejs  no  man  Jhall 
fie  the  Lord.  Let  our  hopes  therefore  che- 
rifh  and  eftablifh  the  love  of  God,  and  of 
goodnefs  in  our  hearts,  and  they  will  never 
make  us  ajhamed  \  \  but  be  greatly  exceeded 
by  the  benignity  of  our  heavenly  Father;  and 
consummated  in  our  final  perfection  and  fe* 
licity.     Amen ! 

9  Hebrews  xii.  14.  f  Romans  v.  5* 
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SERMON     III. 

The  Goodneft  of  God,  as  Creator, 
iiJu/lrated  in  various  Inftanccs. 


Psalm  cxlv.  9. 

*tke  L6td  is  good  to  all,  and  bis  tender  mer+ 

cies  are  over  all  bis  works. 

*jfr  ROM  the  defers ftufn  and  proof  of  the 
X/    Divine  Goodnefs,  our  method  leads  as, 

III.  To  iltujtrate  it,  by  directing  your 
th6u£hts  to  an  attentive  confideration  of 
fttoe  of  the  principal  inflance*  of  the  good- 
nefc  of  thfe  Derty,  which  coHie  within  tte 
reach  of  our  obfervation;  and  juftify  us  in 
eohcluding,  that  bis  tender  mercies  are  over 
40  bis  works.  Let  us  in  this  inquiry  follow 
the  common  divifiori  of  the  works  of  God, 
as  Creator,  JPre/erver,  afrcf  Redeemer;  and 
obferve  and  admire  his  goodnefs  displayed  in 
them  all 

E  4  1.  The 
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1.  The  works  of  Creation  manifeft  the 
boundlefs  benevolepce  of  the  great  Original 
of  being,  life  and  happinefs.  *  He  made  all 
things,  the  heaven  of  heavens  with  all  their 
bojts,  the  earth  with  all  that  thereon  are,  the 
fea  with  all  that  therein  live,  and  be  preferv- 
etb  them  all.  With  reafon  therefore  all  the 
bojl  of  Heaven  worjhip  him  ;  whofe  goodnefs 
is  exalted  above  all  blefling  and  praife.  The 
univerfe,  when  we  havp  carried  our  fearches 
and  difcoveries  to  the  fartheft  extent,  not 
only  appears  great  above  our  largeft  compre- 
henfion ;  but  to  extend  even  -f-  infinitely  be- 
yond all  we  have  diftindtly  difcovered.  As 
far  alfo  as  our  obfervations  reach,  the  ma- 
terial univerfe  appears  fitted  to  receive  and 
fupport  living  creatures,  capable  of  adtion 
and  enjoyment.  The  fixed  ftars,  fo  many 
funs,  are  evidently  formed  to  communicate 
light  and  warmth  to  the  feveral  fyftems  of 

*  Nehcmiah  ix.  6. 

f  The  number  of  ftars  difcovered  by  the  tele/cope, 
within  a/;W/part  of  one  conftellation,  is  greater  than 
that  of  all  the  ftars  vifible  to  the  naked  eye.  And  the 
whitenefs  of  the  milky  way  is  occafioned  by  fuch  pro- 
digious numbers  of  thefe  heavenly  bodies,  as  no  art  can 
count.  And  yet  in  all  probability  we  do  not  fee  the  half, 
nay  not  the  thoufandth  part  of  what  the  heavens  contain. 
See  Derham's  Aftro.  Th.  b.  2.  and  Spectator,  vol.  viij. 
No.  565, 
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plaaets  depending  on  them ;  as  the  various 
planets  attendant  on  our  fun  are  to  receive 
light  and  warmth  from  him.    And  if  we 
Judge  according  to  analogy,  which  is  evi- 
dently reafonable  in  regard  to  the  works  and 
difpenfations  of  a  God,  who  is  perfect  rea- 
son ;  from  the  numbers  of  creatures  enjoying 
life  and  good  on  our  globe ;  we  may  cer- 
tainly conclude,  that  this  rmmenfe  univerfc 
is  every  where  abundantly  flocked  with  ani- 
mals, of  various  ranks,  enjoying  each  their 
proper  good.    For  as  th?  great  Author  of 
all,  who  is  fupreamly  perfed,  abfolutely  felf- 
fufficicnt,  and  happy  in  bimfelf,  could  have 
do  conceivable  motives  to  form  fenfitive  and 
intelligent  creatures,  but  to  communicate  to 
them  the  good  of  which  he  makes  them  ca- 
pable; fo  immenfurably  great  as  the  extent  of 
his  creation,  and  infinite  as  the  numbers  oi 
creatures  qualified  for  enjoying  good,  with 
which  he  fills  the  whole,  muft  be  his  bene- 
volence.   The  caufe  for  greatnefs  muft  be 
equal  to  the  effeS\  and  as  high,  yea  im- 
menfely  higher  than  are  the  vifible  heavens 
above  our  earth,  muft  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Father    of   the    univerfe    rife    above   our 
tjipughts, 

Let 
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Let  us  therefore,  that  we  may  exalt  our  con* 
ceptions  of  the  divine  benevolence,  1.  Raid 
our  views  and  our  thoughts  to  the  beaveni, 
and  in  a  clear  night  attempt  to  count  the 
Pars,  or  rather  fans  which  fhine  in  them* 
*  Pbihfopby,  on  the  evidence  of  many  re* 
peated  obfervations,  allures  us,  that  the  fixt 
ftars,  though  by  reafon  of  their  vaft  diftance 
from  us  they  appear  but  as  fparkles  of  light, 
are  really  fo  many  funs ;  diffufing  like  our 
fun  light  and  warmth  in  immenfe  quantities 
jail  around  them;  and  therefore  are  in  all 
probability  attended  by  planets  or  worlds,  as 
cor  fun  is  attended,  to  receive  their  benefi- 
cial influences :  and  that  thefe  various  worlds 
are  filled  with  living  creatures,  as  our  iarth 
certainly  is,  to  enjoy  them.  Othcrwife  they 
would  be  made  in  vain-,  which  cannot  be 
fuppofcd  of  the  works  of  *i  infinitely  wife, 
as  weH  as  benevolent  Deity.  In  rea&nifig 
after  this  manner  we  are  warranted  by  the 
prophet  Ifaiab-\%  or  rather  by  Jebovab  him- 
felf  fpeakmg  by  this  prophet.  For  thus  faith 
tb*  Lord  who  created  the  heavens^  God  bim- 
fttf  who  formed  the  earth  and  made  it*,  be  ere* 
Mid  it  not  in  vain :  be  formed  it  to  be  inbo- 
*  Vide  Huygen'i  Cofmotheoros.  f  xlv.  18. 

6  kited. 
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fitted.  Now  if  according  to  this  declaration 
of  the  Creator  himfelf,  our  habitable  earth 
would  have  been  made  in  vain,  if  it  had  not 
teen  furnifhed  with  proper  inhabitants,  to 
enjoy  and  tp  admire  the  inftances  and  effedts 
of  the  divine  wifdom,  power  and  benevo- 
knee :  for  the  fame  reafon  there  are  planets 
formed  to  roul  round  other  funs,  and  receive 
fheir  light  and  warmth,  as  there  are  planets 
faoum  to  revolve  round  our  fun.  And  for 
the  fame  reafon  will  the  Creator  furnUh-all 
thefe  with  fuitable  inhabitants,  enjoying  life 
and  good ;  iincc  otherwise  they  would  have 
been  made  in  vain  :  a  fuppofition  rejected  by 
the  univerfal  Creator,  as  repugnant  to  his 
Wifdom  and  goodnefs. 

Let  us  then,  after  having  without  fuccefs 
laboured  to  count  the  ftars,  which  fparkle 
$0  our  view  in  the  boundlefs  heavens,  reflect, 
that  the  curiofity,  (kill  and  attention  of  in- 
quirers into  the  works  of  God,  have  by  their 
glafies  difcovered  innumerable  more  ftars, 
than  thofis  which  we  can  fee  with  unaffifted 
eyes  5  and  that  as  they  improve  their  tele- 
(copes  they  (till  difcover  more :  and  that 
therefore  with  the  higheft  probability  they 

conclude, 
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conclude,  there  are  innumerable  ftarry  worlds, 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  beft  tele- 
fcopes  which  human  art  can  invent.     And 
when  we  have  ftrongly  affe&ed  our  minds 
with  thefe  confidferations,  we  (hall  be  pre- 
pared to  enter  with  proper  fpirit  into  the  de- 
vout fentiments  of  David,  and  with  him  cry 
out :  *  O  Jehovah  our  Lord,  bow  excellent  is 
thy  name  in  all  the  earthy  thou  baftfet  thy  ghry 
above  the  heavens !     When  we  confider  thy 
heavens,  the  work  oftbvfngers,  the  moon  and 
the  Jiars  which  thou  bafl  ordained ;  what  is 
man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  and  the  Jon 
of  man  that  thou  vifitejl  him  !     How  far  fur- 
paffing  our    comprehenfion  the  goodnefs, 
which  gave  exiftence  to  all  thefe  funs  and 
worlds,  and  to  all  their  inhabitants,  which 
attends  and  fupplies  thefe  infinite  varieties  of 
creatures ;  compared  with  whom,  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  are  but  as  a  drop  of  the  bucket, 
or  the  fmall  dujl  on  the  balance  /     How  un- 
bounded the  benevolence  of  the  Creator,  who 
is  good  unto  all  thefe,  whofe  tender  mercies  are 
over  all  bis  works  5  and  who  hath  made  all 
thefe  countlefs  worlds,  that  he  might  make 
happy  the  creatures  whom  he  hath  placed 
in  them. 

•  Pfalm  viii. 
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We  find  in  this  globe  of  ours,  both  the 
earth  and  the  waters  inhabited  throughout. 
Every  portion  of  matter,  when  we  view  it 
with  proper  glaffes,  appears  to  abound  with 
life;    and   infetts   beyond   our  numbering 
fwarm2  and  are  maintained  upon  a  tingle 
leaf.    As  we  have  therefore  from  analogy 
ftrong  reafons  for  concluding,  that  all  the 
other  worlds  created  by  the  fame  God  are 
alike  inhabited,   and  abundant  in  life  and 
good,  and  as  we  know  the  tribes  of  animals 
inhabiting  our  globe  to  rife  far  beyond  all  our 
powers  of  numbering — let  us  endeavour  with 
correfponding  veneration  to  praife  and  adore 
the  immenfe  benevolence  of  the  Creator,  who 
givetb  to  all  thefe  life  and  breath  and  all  things. 
*  Who  can  byfearching  find  out  God?  who  can 
find  out  to  perfe&icn  the  almighty  and  all  be- 
nevolent Creator  ?     They  are  a  very  fmall 
part  of  his  ways,  which  we  at  prefent  know ; 
but  the  thunder  of  bis  power,  and  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  what  man 
or  angel  can  comprehend  ?     For 

2.  There  are  beings  in  excellence  of  na- 
ture far  fuperior  to  mankind,  by  revelation, 

*  Job  xi.  7. 

which 
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which  allures  us  of  their  exigence,  ftilcd 
angels ;  the  multitude  of  whom  no  man  cat 
number,  and  each  of  them,  by  the  high  de- 
grees of  pet fe&ion  and  felicity  vfrhich  they 
Jhave  received  from  the  great  Father  of  fpi- 
tits,  a  glorious  proof  of  his  unbounded  be- 
nevolence. If  to  create  the  fmalleft  capacity 
of  enjoyment  and  to  fill  it,  be  an  inftance  of 
kindnefs ,  what  an  adorable  inftance  of  the 
divine  benevolence  is  the  creating  and  mak- 
ing happy  an  angel,  yea  innumerable  angels, 
formed  with  fuch  large  capacities  for  a  di- 
vine and' immortal  felicity*,  and  after  a  pro- 
per time  of  trial,  ejlablijhing  them  in  per- 
fection and  Weffednefs  for  eternity  ? 

The  angels,  who  attend  the  glorious  pre- 
fence  of  God,  are  in  the  vifions  of  Dame/ 
and  St.  John  declared  to  be  <f  thoufands  qf 
tbocfands,  and  ten  thou) and  times  ten  tboufand* 
And  how  immenfe  the  quantity  of  good  and 
happinefs  enjoyed  by  all  thefe  whom  the  in* 
fpired  writers  defcribe  as  J  excelling  in  wif- 
dom,  power,  goodnefs,  and  devotion ;  and  as 
employed  by  the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe 

•'  Luke  xx.  36.  f  Daniel  vii.  10.     Reve- 

lations v.  11.  X  Pfolm  ciii.  20.    Hebrews  i.  14. 

in 
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So  *  managing  gr?at  empires,  as  beholding  tbf 
face  of  God  §,  being  allowed  immediate  accefs 
tp  his  Majefty,  favoured  with  bright  aad 
large  difcoveries  of  his  perfe&ions  and  works, 
*f*  and  employed  in  executing  grand  defigns 
of  the  divine  providence :  as  ever  doing  bis 
commandments  and  hearkning  to  the  voice  of 
bis  word.  How  boundlefs  muft  we  owq 
th$  benevolence,  as  well  as  power  and  wit- 
dpqj  of  the  Creator,  who  out  of  nothing  pror 
duccd  all  thefc  noble  beings,  made  them  ca- 
pable of  an  approved  piety  and  obedience, 
and,  a  confirmed  redtitude ;  trained  them  to 
the  perfection  of  thefe ;  and  now  continu- 
ally fills  their  large  faculties  with  happinefs, 
and  will  fill  them  to  eternity !  With  reafbn 
doth  the  royal  poet  call  upon  them  to  cele- 
brate their  and  our  Creator.  %  Praife  bim 
off  bis  angels*  praife  bim  all  bis  bofts.  With 
what  rational  and  high  delight  may  we  con- 
tfcjer  God  their  Father,  as  our  Father  *  and 
this  gppdnefs  which  hath  thus  abundantly 
communicated  life  and  happinefs  unto  them 
as  inexhauftible,  unchangeable,  and  ever- 
lading;  and  therefore  as  equally  able  and  in- 
clined* to  make  us  happy  to  the  extent  of  our 

*  Daniel  x.  13.  §  Matthew  xviii.  10. 

i  Revelation,  chap,  vi,  vii.  &c.         %  Pfalm  cxl/iii.  2. 
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capacities,  if  We  endeavour  16  tefemble  tbefti 
in  redtttude  and  devotion  5  ftriving  to  do  the 
will  of  God  upon  earth,  as  it  is  done  bj  thtiti 
in  heaven  ?  * 

To  corifirrti  Us  in  the  belief  that  therfc 
really  exiji  fuch  beings,  noble  inftances  and 
ohjedts  of  the  divine  benevolence ;  with  the 
teftimony  of  revelation,  we  (hall  find  reafort, 
if  we  confult  it,  concurring.  ^  We  may 
obferve  a  gradual  rife  in  the  creatures  of 
God,  from  thofe  which  pofiefs  the  loweft 
degrees  of  animal  life,  as  the  oyfter  or  wormi 
to  creatures,  which  in  their  fenfitive  powers 
equal  man,  and  in  their  appearances  of  fkill, 
and  the  perfection  of  their  inftin&s,  approach 
very  near  to  his  reafon.  And  we  find  theffe 
feveral  clafles  of  creatures  filled  with  num- 
bers next  to  infinite,  enjoying  in  their  differ- 
ent degrees  life  and  good.  And  if  we  con- 
fider  farther,  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that 
there  may  be  infinitely  various  afcending  de- 
grees of  life,  intelligence,  moral  abilities,  and 
excellence,  from  man,  to  the  moft  exalted 
and  perfect  beings,  we  canfuppofe  created 

*  Matthew  vi.  10. 

t  See  Locke's  Hum.  Undcrft.  b.  3.  c.  6.  f.  1.  and 
b.  4.  c.  16. 
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ty  the  infinite  Father  of  all,  the  inexhaufti- 
bJe  iburce  of  perfection  and  felicity.  And 
is  it  not  then  a  rational  conclufion,  that  the 
fame  almighty  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  which 
have  left  no  void  below  us,  but  filled  the  de- 
fcending  ranks  with  creatures,  have  alfo  fill- 
ed the  higher  ranks,  nor  left  a  next  to  in? 
finite  void  between  man  the  loweft  of  the 
intellectual  orders,  and  the  mod  exalted  anT 
gel  or  fpirit,  whom  we  may  call  the  firft 
horn  of  God,  and  the  neareft  refembiance 
of  the  perfection  and  felicity  pf  jhe  eternal 
F^thqr, 

From  the  angels  let  us  defcend  to  our  vwn 
Jyftem,  and  to  our  own  world,  and  the  inha? 
bitants  of  it;  which,  being  better  known  to 
us,  will  afford  more  convincing  proofs,  and 
more  (Inking  inftatjees  of  the  benevolence 
pf  the  almighty  Creator,    Here 

3.  Thtjiin  prefents  itfelf,  as  a  gloriouf 
inftance  and  proof,  that  the  benevolence  of 
the  great  Father  of  lights  is  unbounded.  The 
amazing  greatnefs  *  of  the  fun,  at  th«  loweft 
computation  exceeding  our  earth  one  bun- 

*  See  Durham's  Aftto.  Th.  b.  7.  c.  f  jnj}  a. 
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dred  thoufand  times;  the  immenfe  Jiores  of 
light  and  heat  repofited  in  it,  which  for  fe- 
veral  thoufand  years  have  fupplied  various 
worlds,  and  innumerable  creatures,  and  ftill 
fupply  them  without  any  fenfible  abatement; 
and  it's  filiation  in  that  part  of  the  heavens 
and  at  fuch  a  diftance,  where  it  might  be 
the  inftrument  of  the  moft  numerous  bene- 
ficial effe£te— *— thefe  arc  inftance9  of  a  moft 
wife  contrivance  and  moft  kind  intention:  of 
a  fixed  intention  of  doing  the  greatefi  and 
moft  lofting  good,  fince  it  has  prevailed  for 
thoufands  of  year9,  and  ftill  prevails;  and 
they  muft  afFedt  every  mind  that  will  at  all 
attend  to  them.  The  beauty,  fertility  and 
habitablenefs  of  our  earth,  and  of  all  the  pla- 
netary worlds,  and  the  lives  and  enjoyments 
of  all  the  infinite  varieties  of  creatures  which 
inhabit  them,  vifibly  depend  upon  conftant 
fupplies  of  light  and,  warmth  from  the  fun; 
and  on  the  ceafing  of  thefe,  univerfal  dark- 
nefs  cold  and  death  would  prevail  through 
the  fyfteo),  in  the  room,  of  light,  warmth, 
beauty*  life  and  good.  How  immenfe  and 
adorable  then  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity, 
who  hath .  provided  inexhauftible  ftores  of 
light  and  heat,    and  continually  difpenfes 

them  ? 
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them  ?  Whd  every  inftant,  darts  with  in- 
conceivable fwiftnefs  infinite  fayfc  from  the 
fun,  through  theimmertfefpacesof  the  hea- 
vens^ and  caofes  then!  all  to  obferve  thofd 
falutary  laws  of  divergency^  refle£tiony  and 
the  like,  which  beautify  and  enliven  the  cre- 
ation* and  who  prevents  their  running  to* 
getter  as  in  burning  glaflcs,  and  thus  pro* 
focing  an  univerfal  conflagration  t 

Would  he  with  juftice  be  thought  a  great 
and  generous  bendadtor,  who*  /hould  fup* 
J>!y  the  poor  erf  a  large  kingdom  at  his  own 
expehce .  with  fuel,  throughout  a  feverd 
Winter  ?  How  immenfe  then  his  bounty; 
who  by  the  fun  enlightens,  cheers  and  warms 
not  one  kingdom  only  and  its  inhabitants, 
tut  many  kingdoms,  yea  various  Worlds  % 
ind  \h  them  infinite  numbers  of  creatures  ra<* 
lional  and  animbl:  who  hath  done  it  for 
dges;  arid  who  dill  does  it>  without  any 
abatement  in  his  treafufes  or  his  bounty  ? 
And  when  the  beams  of  the  fun  are  with* 
drawn  from  one  fide  of  the  globe,  that  the 
other  may  receive  the  fteceffary  fupp!iesj  how 
vifible  the  goodnefs,  which  hath  appointed 
the  moon  to  cheer  the  night,  and  to  direft 
F  2*  thole 
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thofe  who  are  then  called  to  adtion  and  la- 
bour, without  difturbing  the  general  repofe. 
If  therefore  light  be  good,  and  it  be  a  pkafant 
thing  to  behold  the  fun,  if  life  and  pleafure  are 
enjoyed  all  over  our  globe,  and  by  parity  of 
reafon  in  the  other  worlds  which  roul  round 
the  fun,  and  all  thefe  depend  for  light  and 
warmth  on  its  rays:  we  muft  confefs  God 
is  infinitely  beneficent,  who  hath  made  an 
infinite  provifion  of  thefe,  and  who  difpenfes 
them  continually  every  where.  Who,  in 
the  language  of  our  divine  inftru&or,  *caufe$ 
bis  fun  to  rife  continually  on  the  evil  and  on 
the  good,  andfendetb  bis  rain  on  the  jujl,  and 
on  the  unjufi.    Which  minds  me, 

4,  Of  the  air  and  clouds ;  to  which  let  me 
add  a  general  mention  of  the  other  parts  of 
our  world,  fince  it  would  be  endlefs  to  in- 
large  on  all  the  particulars ;  which,  in  their 
fuhfervience  to  the  good  of  the  rational  and 
fenfitive  creation,  declare  the  boundlefs  be-  s 
nevolence  of  the  Creator. 

How  beneficial  the  air,  thin  enough  to 
tranfmit  the  fun's  rays,  and  to  furnifh  for 

*  Matthew  v.  45. 

2  every 


illuftraled  in  various  Inftanccs.       69 

every  animal  the  breath  of  life  3  yet  denfe 
enough  to  float  the  vapors*  and  bear  them 
every  where  round  the  earth  to  water  and 
tnrich  it  I  How  refrefhing  its  gentle  breezes 
amidft  the  heats  of  fummer 5  and  how  ufe- 
ful  its  ftronger  gales  to  aiBft  human  labours, 
to  convey  the  largeft  fleets,  and  the  heavieft 
clouds,  wherever  they  are  wanted,  and  by 
loofening  the  roots  of  trees  to  render  them 
more  fruitful !  Even  the  mod  violent  and 
extenfive  ftorms  are  in  their  feafons  greatly 
beneficial,  to  purge  moft  extenlivcly  the  air 
and  preferve  it  fweet  and  healthful.  How 
many  the  blcflings  alfo  which  it  is  inftru- 
mental  in  conveying  to  mankind,  as  the  con- 
veyer of  founds,  which  are  the  bafis  of  the 
inftru&ive  and  entertaining  converfation,  and 
of  the  foothing  animating  and  even  trans- 
porting melody ;  as  well  as  advertisements  of 
approaching  good  or  evil ! 

The  univerfal  diftribution  of  moifiure  or 
water  all  over  the  earth  is  alfo  as  necefiary, 
as  of  light,  and  heat,  and  air  \  for  the  nour- 
ilhment  of  plants  and  animals.  How  vifible 
then  the  divine  benevolence,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  clouds,  thofc  riven  of  God  full  of 
F  3  water  1 
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water ;  which  he  i)ath  raifed  on  high,  and 
fitted  to  float  in  thp  thin  air.  Thefc  vifiting 
all  parts  of  the  earth,  convey  every  where 
refrefhment  beauty  and  fertility ;  and  con- 
densed on  the  mountains  become  alfo  the 
fources  of  thofe  fprrngs  and  rivers,  which 
produce  verdure,  plenty  and  riches  wherever 
they  run.  How  agreeably  alfo  do  the  clouds 
diverfify  the  face  of  the  iky,  efpecially  when 
gilded  and  painted  by  the  fun's  riling  or  fet*» 
ting  beams  1  What  a  reviving  (hade  do  they 
prove  in  fummer,  and  how  ufefully  mode-* 
yate  the  rigor  of  winter ! 

What  3.  ftriking  inftance  of  the  Creator's 
benignity  the  ocean,  by  the  fait  mingled  with 
its  waters  preferved  from  corruption ;  yet 
furni filing  by  the  aid  of  the  fun  abundant 
fopplies  offrejh  water,  for  the  whole  earth, 
and  for  all  the  plants  and  trees  and  animals 
Upon  it :  yielding  at  the  fame  time  a  conve- 
nient abode  to  innumerable  tribes  of  fifhes, 
who  cannot  live  out  of  the  fea,  but  fport 
foil  of  life  and  vigor  amidft  its  w^ves.  The 
feas  are  diftributed  through  the  whole  globe, 
uniting  the  moft  diftant  nations  in  com-* 
merce  5  aitf  aflifted  by  the  winds,  with  eafe 

Convey 
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convey  the  peculiar  produ&ions  of  one  counr 
try  to  be  exchanged  for  thofe  of  another; 
and  thus  make  them  the  common  bleflinga 
of  every  induftrious  nation. 

Again,  how  beautifully  varied  is  the  face 
of  the  earth ;  and  how  ufeful  this  variety  for 
fuiting  the  different  confthutions  of  plants 
and  animals.!     The  diverfity  of  mountains, 
plains,  rivers,  takes  and  vallies,  how  plead- 
ing to  the  eye  in  profped,  as  well  as  conve- 
nient for  distributing  water  every  where.  No 
part  of  the  earth  is  de/titute  of  many  beau- 
teous and  ufeful  productions ;  and  under  its 
furface  we  find  quarries*  minerals,  and  me- 
tals, for  infinite  ufes,  and. in  an  unexhauftible 
abundance.    Many  parts  of  the  globe  are 
tvzn, covered  and  loaded  with  uieful  produc- 
tions; and  the  art  and  induftry  which  the 
left  fruitful  parts  excite  and  require,  improv- 
ing both  the  {kill  and  ftrength  of  their  inha- 
bitants,   this  comparative  fterility  becomes 
the  occafion  of  their  exceeding  thofe  coun- 
tries in  the  convent encies  and  elegancies  of 
life;   the  mild  climate  or  fruitful  foil  of 
which  proving  powerful  temptations  to  idle- 
ness, are  inhabited  by  nations  who  enjoy  little 
F  4  more 
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more  than  the  neceffaries  of  life.  For  % 
proof  of  this  we  need  bnly  compare  the  in* 
habitants  of  Britain  and  of  Guinea,  or  of 
the  countries  near  the  Obis. 

Let  toe  farther  refer  you  to  ydur  owii  ob- 
fervation,  or  to  fuch  writers  as  Derbam  and 
Nicwentyti  for  innumerable  particulars  of  the 
inanimate  creation,  which  manifeft  the  kind- 
nefs  of  the  Creator,  and  his  concern  for  the 
todl-being  of  the  animal  and  rational  world ; 
and  clofe  this  part  of  the  view  of  the  bene- 
ficial nature  of  the  divine  works,  with  two 
lor  three  general  obfervationsi 

i.  The  ttfefut  and  beneficial  ptodu&ionfc 
that  fill  the  world  are  the  effeSh  of generdl 
i'duds,  Whifch  hdvc  been  ejlabiijhed  and  obferv- 
ied  for  tbolifdnds  of  yebts  5  and  therefore  prove 
the  goodnefs  of  the  Author  and  Maintainer  of 
thefe  general  laws,  to  btuhfaerfal,  fixed 'and 
i'dflihgi  The  laws  according  to  which  the 
futi-beattts  ate  darted,  difFufirtg  every  where 
frghi  and  Wartoth;  and  the  laws  according  tb 
tahich  the  garth  ifc  maintained  in  its  place, 
ftftd  in  its  revolutions  round  the  fun,  oh 
Which  thfc  beneficial  fucceffions  of  the  feaw 

fene* 
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fons,  and  of  day  and  night  depead— thefe 
laws  have  been  conftantly  executed  all  over 
the  globe  ever  fince  the  creation.    The  fame 
we  can  obferve  as  to  the  law  of  gravitation 
in  particular,  which  caufing  every  portion 
and  particle  of  matter  in  a  fyftem  to  tend  to*- 
wards  its  center,  holds  together  all  the  parts 
of  our  globe,  gives  (lability  to  mountains> 
hills  and  ft  ruptures  of  every  kind,  raifes  the 
fea  in  tides,  and  links  them  again,  drains 
the  earth  of  fuperfluous  moifture  by  rivers, 
raifes  the  vapors^  and  briflgs  them  dowft 
again ;  and  hath  a  great  (hate  in  producing 
nuolberlefi  other  benefits.     This  law  has 
preVailed/for  ages  all  over  our  world,  and 
prevails  through  the  material  univerfe.  This 
demon  ftrates,  that  the  alwife  Creator,  who 
firft  ordained,  And  Who  dill  executes  thefe 
laws,  and  confers  thefe  benefits,  is  not  de- 
termined by  uncertain  humour,  by  capricious 
malevolence^  or  the  like ;  but  by  ajleddj  and 
univerfal  benevolence :  llncc  he  difpenfes  be- 
nefits for  ages  conftantly  aftd  univerfalty.  To 
Which  we  may  add  a  confederation,  which 
will  be  inlarged  on  hereafter ;  that  the  evils 
we  meet  with  arc  not  the  natural  effe&s  of 
nay  eftablifhed  general  laws,  but  arife  from 

the 
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the  accidental  interfering  of  laws  in  the  main 
beneficial ;  the  natural  good  effe&s  of  which 
laws  overbalance  beyond  all  companion  the 
accidental  evils.  How  trifling  for  inftance 
are  the  damages  occafionally  produced  by 
itorms,  if  fet  againft  the  benefits  caufed 
by  the  winds  all  over  the  earth  ?  Or  what 
the  mifchiefs  accidentally  done  by  fire,  if 
compared  with  its  infinite  ufes  ? 

.2.  In  proof  that  the  earth,  with  the  bene- 
ficial productions  which  fill  it,  are  the  ef- 
fects of  a  mod  wife  Benevolence,  we  can 
obferve*  that  with  regard  to  feveral  inftances 
wherein  vain  men  have  objefied  to  the  works 
of  God,  and  pretended  to  mend  them,  a  far- 
ther inquiry,  and  an  advancing  knowledge 
of  nature,  have  fhown j  that  had  their  pro- 
pofed  alterations  taken  place,  much  lefs  good 
would  have  been  produced,  and  numerous 
evils  have  arifen.  *  Witnefs  the  alteration 
proppfed  by  thofe,  who  would  have  had  the 
( earth  fo  placed,  and  fo  moved  with  regard 
to  the  fun ;  that  the,  days  and  nights  fhould 
always  have  been  equal  over  the  whole  globe, 
and  as  they  fancy  a  perpetual  fpring  flou- 

•  Sec  KfjlF*  Exam,  of  Burnet'*  Theory. 
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d  every  where.  Since  in  confequence 
ich  an  alteration,  the  greater  part  of  the 
1  would  have  become  uninhabitable;  and 
emperate  climes,  which  are  now  the  mod; 
sable  and  fruitful,  would  have  wanted 
nth  fufiicient  for  ripening  the  moft  ufc- 
ruits*  Witnefs  alfo  the  objections  from 
fame  quarter  againft  the  formation  of 
Mains  and  bills,  without  which  we  could 

;  had  neither  rains  nor  rivers and 

nft  the  largenefs  of  thtfea,  when  had  it 
1  formed  much  lefs,  we  fhould  have 
ted  frefli  water;  fince  the  exhalations 
1  the  feas  are  ratted  in  proportion  to  their 
ace9  not  their  depth :  and  the  like. 

:.  The  laft  general  obfervation  I  would 
cc  for  illuftrating  the  divine  benevolence, 
the  conftitution  and  furniture  of  our 
•Id,  is  this ;  that  the  Author  of  nature 
b  herein  confulted  not  only  our  necejfities 

our  delight:  and  bath  made  the  moft 
id  things  the  moft  agreeable.  The  light 
necejfary  for  dircding  our  adions  and  pur- 
rs, is  as  pleajing,  as  it  is  ufeful ;  chearing 

mind  and  beautifying  the  whole  face  of 

nature. 
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Aature.    The  grqfi,  which  in  fuch  plenty 
covers  the  earth,  and  which  is  the  chief  fup* 
port  of  the  brute  creation ;  greatly  delight* 
mankind  with  its  verdure  and  flowers.    The 
trees,  whofe  ufes  are  infinite  for  food,  for 
(hade,    for  fuel*    inftruments,   veffels,  and 
buildings ;  delight  us  with  their  forms  and 
regular  proportions,  and  many  of  them  with 
their  gay  bloflbms  and  fragrant  fmells.  The 
bloffbms  alfo  are  as  ufeful  as  fleafng,  contain- 
ing in  little  the  future  fruit.     The  fruits  of 
the  earth  not  only  nourifh  and  refrefh  man- 
kind>  but  gratify  the  palate  by  their  various 
taftes,  the  noftrils  by  their  fragrance,  and 
the  eye  by  their  beauteous  forms  and  co* 
lours.     The  large  treafury  of  waters  which 
We  call  the  ocean,  fo  necefjary 'and  ufeful 
when  purged  from  their  faltnefrby  the  fun, 
for  fupplying  the   clouds  dews  and  rain ; 
greatly  delights  the  eye  and  the  mind  with 
its   vaftnefs  and  motions.     I  need  not  en- 
large this  article,  as  you  may  eafily  purfue 
thefe  hints,  and  with  pleafure  obferve  your 
moft    benevolent   Creator,    confulting    not 
merely  your  fupport*    but  your  delight  ail 
over  the  world. 

From 
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From  viewing  the  inftances  of  the  divine 
benevolence  confpicuous  in  the  frame  and 
furniture  of  the  world,  let  us  proceed  to  con-r 
fidcr  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity  as  viable 
in  the  merely  fenfitive,  and  in  the  rational 
inhabitants  of  the  earth j  in  their  fubfervi- 
Cnce  to  the  life  and  enjoyment  of  whom, 
things  inanimate  can  pnly  be  called  good* 

We  will  begin  with  the  merely  animal 
creation,  and  obferve  as  inftances  of  his 
goodnefe,  the  countless  numbers  which  the 
Creator  hath  introduced  into  life,  and  the 
full  provijion  which  he  hath  made  for  fup^ 
plying  their  wants,  and  gratifying  their  de- 
fires.  Every  faculty  for  enjoying  good,,  and 
tvery  fuitable  object  of  enjoyment,  are  in- 
ftances of  the  kind  inteutipn  and  bounty  of 
the  Giver :  how  numberlefs  thep  are  the  in- 
ftances and  proofs,  which  the  various  tribes 
of  animals  offer  to  pur  view,  of  the  un- 
bounded generality  and  ipephaijftiblp  trea- 
fures  of  the  great  Creator.  The  number  of 
living  creatures  is  infinite,  at  leaft  greatly  fur- 
pafling  all  our  powers  of  numbering ;  and 
equally  great  mud  we  in  all  reafpn  acknowr 
ledge  the  wifdom,  power  and  benevolence 

of 
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of  God,  who  originally  gave,  and  ftill  givds 
to  all  thefe*  life!  power,  motion,  and  vari-* 
ous  appetites  and  defires,  in  gratifying  which* 
they  experience  various  plcafurcs; 

i.  How  numerous  ate  the  forts  of  animafey 
and  how  countlefs  the  particulars  under  each' 
fort,  vifibk  to  the  eye  j  which  graze  the  field/ 
range  the  defart,  wing  the  air,  people  thd 
hive  or  molehills,  creep  (lowly  upon  thd 
earth,  or  with  a  rapid  motion  divide  thtf 
water6 !  The  *Jpawn  of  one  cod  have  been 
Counted*  and  found  to  be  many  millions.  Thd 
fheef  which  feed  in  the  paftures  of  Great 
Britain,  are  alfo  kooWi*  to  be  many  hundred 
tboufands ;  the  fame  is  true  of  the  larger  calx 
tie.  And  who  can  count  the  iwarms  of  va* 
rious  flies,  which  he  fees  fporting  near  thd 
waters  in  a  fummer-evening  ?  What  an  in-* 
exhauftible  fund  of  being  and  life  muft  the 
Firjl  Caufe  poffefs,  who  hath  poured  out  M 
fo  many  ages  fuch  large  ftreams  over  our 
earth,  and  who  with  an  unfailing  hand  ftill 
repairs  the  waftes  of  time  and  death !  And 
how  unwearied  and  unchangeable  muft  his 
benevolence  be,  who  created  all  thefe  facul* 

•  See  Speftacle  of  Nature,"  v.  i.  d/  13/ 
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ties,  and  communicates  all  this  life  in  order 
to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  good !  For  each 
individual,  and  all  thefe  various  tribes  of 
creatures,  are  forntfhed  with  proper  powers 
and  inftin&s,  for  their  own  fupport  and  pre- 
servation, and  for  continuing  their  fpecies  $ 
they  vifibly  find  pleafure  in  a&ions  which 
preferve  or  communicate  life ;  and  by  their 
iportive  day,  or  chearful  fongs,  and  the  like, 
manifeffroeir  fatisfa&ion  in  their  exiftence. 

And  if  to  thefe  you  add  the  infinite  num~ 

hers  of  little  animals,  which,    though  toq 

fmall  to  be  feen  by  the  naked  eye,  are  yet 

made  vifible  to  us  by  *  glajfes,  and  which 

fwarm  in  hard  and  foft  fubftances,  in  every 

kind  of  fluid,  and  in  fhort  in  all  the  regions 

of  matter  which  we  can  examine,  and  which 

appear  pleafed  with  their  exiftence;   how 

great,  how  immenfe  muft  we  conclude  the 

benevolence  of  the  eternal  Source  of  life  and 

good  ?   How  juft  the  devout  exclamation  of 

the  pious  king ;  -f-  0  Lord,  how  manifold  are 

thy  works!  in  wifdom  haft  thou  made  them  all; 

tke  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches  I  fo  is  the  great 

and }  wide  fea,  wherein  are  creatures  innumer* 

*  See  Baker's  Microfcopical  Obfcjvations. 
f  Pfalm  civ.  24. 
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able,  both  ftnall  and  great  \  among  whom  fa 
especially  remarkable  the  huge  leviathan, 
whom  thou  baft  made  to  play  therein.  Theft 
waif  all  upon  thee,  that  thou  may  eft  give  them 
their  meat  in  due  feafon.  Thou  openeft  thy 
hand,  and  they  are  filed  with  good!  This 
leads  our  thoughts, 

2.  To  the  other  general  inftangtf  of  the 
divine  benevolence,  without  whic^pis  giv- 
ing life  to  thofe  creatures  had  not  been  a 
good  to  them  $  the  fufl  provifon  he  hatl] 
made  to  gratify  their  defires,  and  fupply  fhcii 
returning  wants.  And  ipuft  we  not  own  the 
bounty  of  God  infinite,  wbo  openetb  bis  band 
and  fatisfes  the  defires  of  every  living  things 
\yhen  thefe  creatures,  and  their  wants  and  dcr 
fires,  are  for  number  infinite  ?  With  whaj 
a  plenty  of  herbage,  leaves,  berries,  grain, 
?nd  feeds  is  the  e?rth  covered,  continually 
produced  by  the  diviqe  wifejom  and  powers 
for  fupply  ing  th$  variops  tribes  of  living  crea- 
tures, who  require  vegetable  food?  And  a* 
various  tribes  pf  animals  are  fupported  bj 
others  of  an  inferior  order ;  bow  countlefs  th< 
numbers  of  the  lower  orders,  who  ferve  foi 
jthejr  food;  and  who  are  thcmfelves  fqllj 

fppplic^ 
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fupplied,  till  they  become  a  prey !  Can  we 
call  the  number  of  flies  and  infeds  lefs  than 
infinite,  which  ferve  for  food  to  birds  and 
fifhes  ?  If  you  obferve  thefe  animals  you  will 
fee,  that  they  all  appear  to  enjoy  their  ex- 
iftence,  to  be  pleafed  with  their  proper  food, 
and  in  their  ieveral  ways  to  exprefs  their  de- 
light in  their  ftate;  and  thus  declare  and 
prove  the  immenfe  fkill,  power  and  bounty 
of  God,  who  formed  all  thefe  capacities  of 
pleafure,  and  who  fills  them  all. 

Should  any  urge  it  as  an  objection  to  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Creator,  that  fo  many  crea- 
tures are  food  to  others,  and  deprived  of  life 
and  good  to  fupport  them $  many  to  fupport 
a  Jew  in  companion :  we  can  anfwer,  that 
this  appointment,  inftead  of  being  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  divine  glory,  and  a  juft  objec- 
tion againft  the  extent  of  the  divine  benevo- 
lence, when  the  whole  cafe  is  confidered, 
turns  out  a  proof  both  of  the  immenfe  riches 
and  bounty  of  the  Creator.  Were  animals 
to  be  fupportedyo/^  by  vegetable  food,  three 
parts  in  four  of  the  creatures,  which  now 
live  and  enjoy  good,  mufi:  not  have  exifted ; 
fince  there  would  not  have  been  either  room 
G  or 
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6r  occafion  for  them  :  and  the  earth  and  wa- 
ters with  their  vegetable  productions  could 
not  have  fupported  them.   And  with  reafon 
therefore  we  afk,  fuppofing  the  life  of  the 
inferior  orders  of  animals  to  be  a  good  to 
them ;  is  it  not  better  for  them  to  exift  and 
enjoy  life,  though  but  for  a  month  or  zyear 
or  two,  fhould  they  then  be  devoured,  than 
not  to  have  tafted  life  and  pleafure  at  all  ? 
Efpecially  fince  their  joy  in  life  is  not  palled 
by  looking  forward,  and  they  apprehend  not 
danger  or  death  till  immediately  affaulted, 
and  fear  becomes  ufeful  for  their  preferva- 
tion.     And  if  we  farther  fuppofe,  the  fouls 
of  thefe  animals,  (for  fouls  they  muft  have, 
if  they  feel  and  enjoy  good)  to  animate  fe- 
deral bodies  fnccejfhely  \  then  their  dying  as 
food  to  others,  and  in  particular  to  mankind, 
will  be  found  to  prove  greatly  to  their  ad- 
vantage in  point  of  good.   For  they  thus  en- 
joy in  various  fucceflions  the  prime  of  life; 
come  to  it  continually  with  new  relifh,  are 
fenced  againft  many  natural  inconvcniencies, 
have  their  wants  fupplied  by  the  care  and  la- 
bour of  mankind,  and  efcape  ficknefsy  natu- 
ral decay,  and  the  long  pains  of  a  lingering 
death.  Confider  thc^Zw^,  for  inftance,  and 
2  vou 
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you  will- find,  that  far  greater  numbers  of 
them  exift  and  enjoy  good,  than  could  have 
lived  and  been  fupplied,  had  they  been  with- 
out the  care,  defence  and  provifion  of  man- 
kind, which  are  now  beftowed  upon  them, 
in  compenfation  for  the  benefit  we  receive 
from  them,  particularly  when  they  become 
our  food.  We  mud  acknowledge  then  the 
countlefs  numbers  of  living  creatures,  fup- 
plied with  good  and  enjoying  it,  to  be  fo 
many  inftances  and  proofs  of  the  unbounded 
benevolence  of  the  Creator ;  while  at  the 
fame  time  they  declare  him  pofleft  of  equal 
wifdom  and  power;  who  hath  thus  formed 
a  plan  for  filling  the  whole  earth  with  life 
and  pleafare,  and  actually  filled  it. 

This  may  fufficc  for  a  brief  illuftration  of 
the  Divine  Goodnefs,  as  evidenced  by  the 
world  of  mere  animals :  We  (hould  next  pro- 
ceed to  the  inftances  and  proofs  of  the  Di- 
vine Benevolence,  which  may  be  obferved  in 
the  creation  of  mankind ;  but  referving  thefe 
for  fome  following  difcourfes,  I  will  now 
conclude  with  one  refleftion. 

What  we  have  juft  feen  of  the  immenfe 

extent  of  the  creation*  and  the  innumerable 
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inftanccs  and  objects  of  the  divine  goodnefs, 
encourages  our  hopes  for  eternity,  and  opens 
an  inexbdufiible  Jlore  of  rational  entertain- 
ments for  the  pious  and  good,  through  all 
the  ages  of  their  immortal  exiftence.  To 
make  one  intelligent  being  happy  to  eternity 
requires  infinite  goodnefs ;  as  the  quantity  of 
happinefs  fuch  a  being  will  enjoy  for  ever 
may  be  reckoned  infinite.  And  that  not  dnljr 
the  greateft  conceivable,  but  infinite  goodnefs 
helongs  to  God,  is  evident  from  the  infinite 
inftances  and  obje&s  of  his  benevolence,  and 
fupplies  of  his  bounty,  with  which  the  im- 
menfe  creation  is  filled:  and  this  infinite 
goodnefs  of  the  Deity  is  like  his  being  un- 
changeable and  everlafiing.  That  fuch  good- 
nefs therefore  ihould  make  rational  crea- 
tures happy  to  eternity,  whom  he  hath 
formed  capable  of  living  for  ever,  and  of 
being  happy  for  ever,  is  a  reafonabk  expec- 
tation ;  fince  it  is  a  natural  cxpreflion  and 
difplay  of  a  benevolence  infinite  and  everr 
lading,  and  a  completion  of  the  defign  be- 
gun in  the  formation  of  fuch  creatures.  Let 
us  therefore  be  careful,  that  we  do  not  un- 
fit ourfelves  for  being  made  happy  by  a  mod 
wife  and  good  God,  and  diligently  cultivate 

that 
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that  gratitude  and  love  to  him,  and  that  re- 
semblance in  a  goodnefs  warm  and  un- 
bounded, which  will  qualify  us  to  enjoy  the 
proper  happinefs  of  rational  and  immortal 
beings :  and  as  the  children  of  God,  we  may 
on  folid  grounds  expedt  even  everlafting  hap- 
pinefs from  a  Father  of  infinite  and  everlaji- 
ing  goodnefs. 

And  then  we  .may  be  fatisfied,  that  an 
unbounded  univerfe  filled  with  obje&s  and 
difplays  of  infinite  goodnefs,  can  furnifti  ob- 
jects of  delight,  and  materials  of  happinefs 
to  every  pious  and  benevolent  mind  to  eter- 
nity ;  nor  can  eternity  exhauft  them,     God 
hath  given  a  boundlefs  curiofity  to  the  human 
mind,  which  will  excite  us  forever  to  make 
new  difcovefies  in  the  works  of  God ;  and 
every  frefli  difcovery  naturally  excites  new 
and    high   delight,    gratifying   our    defires 
of  encreafing  knowledge.     Our  frefli  difco- 
veries  of  truth  alfo  improve  the  intellectual 
faculty,  and  excite  (till  higher  admirationof 
the  perfections  of  the  great  Creator,    and 
thus  fill  the  heart  with  a  more  exalted  love 
and  devotion.     There  is  alfo  in  the  human 
foul  a  difpofiticn  to  an  unbounded  benevolence  i 
G  3  by 
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by  which  we  are  qualified  to  receive  new 
and  noble  fatisfadtion,  from  the  improve- 
ments and  happinefs  of  every  virtuous  and 
pious  mind  throughout  the  creation,  as  we 
become  acquainted  with  him.     How  num- 
berljefs  then  the  fatisfadtions,  which  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  count  lefs  myriads  of  angels, 
an  admiration  and  love  of  their  moral  excel- 
lence, and  a  joy  in  their  happinefs  will  give ; 
efpecially   when    we    find    ourfelves    alike 
efteemed  and  beloved  by  them.     And  what. 
new  objeSls  of  love  and  delight  will  open  be-» 
fore   us  to  eternity,  as  we  extend  our  ac- 
quaintance from  world  to  world,  with  the 
worthy  and    happy  minds  which  abound 
throughout  all  the  immenfe  creation  of  God  j 
and  which  will  employ  the  generous  and 
godlike  afft&ions  of  our  fouls,    and  thus 
make  us  happy  to  eternity. 

X,et  us  therefore  refolutely  reftrain  all 
thofe  narrow,  -felfifh  and  brutal  indulgences, 
which  would  incapacitate  us  for  being  hap- 
py in  mental  and  divine  fatisfadtions ;  and 
diligently  cultivate  a  difpofition  for  the  fa- 
tisfadtions of  knowledge,  devotion  and  ge- 
nerous kindntf?;.  and  then  we  may  with 
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tranfporting  plcafure  look  forward  to  eter- 
nity, affured  of  finding  for  ever  in  the  infi- 
nite difplays  of  the  divine  perfections,  and 
the  infinite  effeCts  and  objects  of  the  divine 
munificence,  new  and  exalted  fatisfaCtions 
— fatisfaCtions  which  will  ever  increafe  the 
perfection  of  our  nature,  and  our  qualifica- 
tion for,  and  our  interest  in  the  favour  of 
a  God  infinitely  and  eternally  benevolent : 
whofe  immenfe  and  unchangeable  goodnefs 
will  be  a  full  fecurity  for  our  compleat  and 
everlafting  felicity.  Thefe  are  not  merely 
defireable  expectations,  but  fuch  as  our  hea- 
venly Father  hath  affured  us,  by  the  gofpei 
of  his  Son,  he  will  make  good,  even  to  the 
imperfeSlly  if  JincereJy  pious  and  obedient. 
May  he  blefs  what  has  been  offered  to  the 
making  or  continuing  us  all  of  this  happy 
number.     Amen  h 
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SERMON    IV. 

rhe  Creation  of  Mankind  a  glorious 
Inftance  and  Proof  of  the  Divine 
Goodnefs. 


Psalm  Urn.  5. 

Tbou  baft  made  bim  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels ■,  and  baft  crowned  bim  with  ghry 
and  honour. 

IN  the  preceding  difcourfe,  the  goodnefe 
of  God,  or  his  difpofition  to  communi- 
cate good  to  his  creatures,  according  to  their 
various  natures  and  capacities,  was  illust- 
rated, as  exited  towards  the  merely  ani- 
mal inhabitants  of  our  globe — my  method 
now  leads  me  to  reprefent  it,  as  difplayed  in 
a  manner  more  glorious  and  interesting,  in 
the  formation  of  mankind.  Our  bodily  part 
allies  us  to  mere  animals,  fubje&s  us  to  their 
wants,   and  inclines  us  to  their  pleafures. 

By 
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By  our  fpirits  we  arc  akin  to  angels,  and 
though  aLprefent  God  hath  placed  us  a  littlt 
lower  than  them,  yet  if  wc  cultivate  with 
care  our .  nobler  part,  and.purfue  god  ,enjoy 
the  pleaftires  df  the^fen&tire  -life,  in  arion- 
ftant  fubordination  to  the  fatisfadtions  of 
knawledgCr  gopdnefs  utid  divine  love*  we 
#i?ll.feoft  jrtfe  to  their  fpeiety  and  .employ* 
ments,  'and  become'lilce"  them-  in  perfection, 
bleffednefs  and  immortality  *. ' 

How  many  the  imllions  of  men  who  now 
inhabit  .this  earth,  how  countlefs  the  ggiilioqi 
which  the  Creator  hath,  in  fucceffive  genera- 
tions, introduced  into  life  fincc.  Ac  firft 
man ;  and  placed  in  a  world,  wherein  by  a 
right  ufe  of  thek.hodtly  and  mental,  powen; 
they  might  enjoy  varipus  pleafuree  andgreft 
gocij,.  and  prepare  themfelyes  for  immorta- 
lity I ;  Gttat  as  the  quantities  of  good  en~ 
jcpcj  by  Jhem  all,  and  as.  the  larger  portion? 
pf  gP.Ofl^.  which  thejf  might  have^qjpyed, 
had  jhjy  heartily  complied  with,  the- .dqfigg 
of  theit-Creator ;  and.  infinite  as  the;  degrees 
of,  H'appinefs  to  eternity*,  for  which*  by  a 
righjp  .condu&  during  their  ikte-of  trial, 

;•;  V         *  Luke  xx,  35. 
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they  might  have  prepare^  themfelves— —Jb 
great  is -the  benevolence  of  our  Creator,,  who 
hath  formed  all  thefe  capacities  of  good, 
with  a  defign  to  fill,  them;  hath  abundantly 
provided  the  fupplies  requifite  for.  the  pre- 
fent  (late,    and  made  men  probntfpnerj  fat 
immortality  -,  that  they  might  render  them- 
felves approved  by  him,  and  become  bkffed 
for  ever.     How  excellent  then  fhould  rneiv. 
confefs  his  name  in  all  the  earthy  whilfe  the 
glory  of  his  goodnefs  rifes  above  the  heavens  ! 
Let  us  defcend  to  particulars,  andconfider 
the  divine  benevolence  to  mankind,  as  their 
Creator^  Preferver  and  Redeemer. 

The  benevolence  of  our  Creator  appears 
in  the  formation,  and  furniture,  both  of  our 
bodies  and  minds. 

1.  Our  bodies  or  animal  part,  in  then  for- 
mation and  furniture,  prove  the  bttieVoiencc 
of  our  Creator  to  be  immenfe..  Our  bodies 
are  indeed  in  many  refpefis,  Hie  to  tho£e  of 
mere  animals ;  yet  being  defigned  for  habi- 
tations and  inftruments  to  fouls  of  a  higher, 
order,  they  are  in  many  refpedts  advantage-' 
oufly  differenced  from  the  bodies  of  brutes ; 

to 
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td"thr"praifc  not  only  of  the  wifdom,  but 
khidhefsof  our  Former.  Were  we  to  take 
riotice  of  every  thing  in  our  bodily  frame, 
which  proves  the  kind  intention  of  oftr 
Maker,  the  detail  would  he  endlefs;  let  tafc 
jcift  mention  a  few  ftincipal  inftanccs. 

And  the  ereft  figure  of  the  human  body 
j&y0.atti-a&s.  our  obfervation,  which,  adds  x 
dignity  to  man  %  and  nianifefts,  that  his  kind 
Creator txijade  him  tp.have  dominion  over 
the  brumal  creation ;  and  which  in  conjunc- 
tion with'  ,his  *  hanfa,  qualifies  him,  under 
the  guidance  of  his  rea(on>  to  exercife  this 
dominion,  and  richly  fupply  himfelf  with 
thp  varic^uft.  copveniencies  of  life,  fuch  as 
boufes,  flothtSf  tarrsages,  furniture,  and  the 
like.  And  thefe  raife  him  in  fenfitive  en- 
joyment many  degrees  above  his  fubjedts. 
By  this,  jtrejft  pofture,  alfo  he  commands  a 
larger  .viejy  of  his  Creator's  works  here  be- 
low, and  is  qualified  to  raife  with  eafe  his 

*  **  By  otir  bands  we  form  tioufes,  clothes,  inftrtr- 
"  ments  and  furniture,  and  whatever  minifters  to  the 
€<  fuppor;  or  convenience  of  life ;  which  without  them 
"  we  thud  have  wanted :  fince  a  human  intelligence 
i*  united  to  the  body  of  a  brute,  and  deftitute  of  hands, 
4t.  could  no; ,  have  formed  or  procured  them."  See 
Xtntybydi  Mcmorab.  Socratis,  I.  i.  c.  4.  1.  4.  c.  3. 

eyes 


a  Proof  of  the  Divine  Goodhefs.       93 

eyes  and  his  thoughts  to  the  heavens,  and 
behold  in  them  amazing  difplays  of  his  Un- 
bounded power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  j  and 
is  thus  prompted  to  purfue  the  fatisfaftions 
arifing  from  air  exalted  veneration  and  love 
of  the  Deity,  the  fatisfadlions  of  angels* 

Some  minute  philofophers  have  indeed 
complained  of  the  Author  of  Nature,  as  if 
he  had  been  kinder  to  the  brutes  than  to 
man,  in  chathing  and  arming  them ;  while 
man  is  born  naked  and  defence fe/s,  and  left  to 
provide  his  own  clothes  and  armour.  But 
this  complaint  is  groundlefs.  The  +eafon 
which  God  has  given  to  man,  qualifies  him 
to  form  the  materials,  with  which  the  earth 
is  (tared,  fuch  as  flax,  cotton,  wool,  furs, 
and  the  like,  into  convenient  cloathing; 
which  he  can  lay  afide,  when  eafe,  plea- 
sure, or  health  require  it :  and  the  labours 
of  preparing  which  promote  his  health,  im- 
prove his  mind,  and  agreeably  diverfify  life. 
And  the  fame  reafon  is  alfo  his  defence.  He 
is  not  indeed  naturally  armed  with  the  claws 
of  an  eagle,  the  talons  of  a  lion,  or  the  fcales 
of  a  crocodile ;  yet  with  the  aid  of  his  reafon 

and 
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fend  of  his  hands,  he  can  form  inftrument, 
and  armour*  which  render  him  fuperior  tc 
the  eagle  or  the  lion,  and  more  fecure  that 
the  crocodile.  Dcfencelefs  as  he  is  repre- 
fented,  yet  by  his  fkill  and  ftrength,  anc 
arms,  he  can  not  only  conquer  and  deftrq 
the  moll  favage  or  powerful  brutes,  bui 
tame  them ;  and  eaufe  the  fierceft  lions  01 
tygers  to  lick  his  feet..  He  can  ride  the  ele- 
phant, and  ufe  his  huge  bulk  and  force  ai 
a  moving  caftle $  make  the  courage,  ftrength 
and  fwiftnefs  of  the  horfe  his  own,  and  pre- 
vail on  the  ox  or  rain-deer  to  (hare  and  tafc 
his  labours. 

The  proportion  of  our  bodies  for  largenefi 
and  ftrengtb  to  the  animals  around  tis,  ii 
another  inftancc  of  the  wife  benevolence  oi 
our  Former.  Had  we  been  much  lefs,  wc 
could  not  have  exercifed  dominion  over  them, 
but  (hould  have  been  an  eafy  prey.  Had  wc 
been  much  larger^  our  wants  would  have 
been  enlarged,  more  animals  mud  have  diea 
to  fupport  us,  or  fewer  men  have  exifted, 
or  thefe  been  worfe  fupplied  than  they  at 
prefent  are. 

Again, 
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Again,  Bow  wifely  benevolent  does  our 
Maker  appear,  who  hath  fpread  the^Vr  all 
over  the  body,  which  gives  beauty  to.  the 
whole,  and  cavers  and  fences  the  fine  vcffels 
beneath  it  1  that  would  be  injured,  and  give 
us  fevere-  pains,  if  expofed  to  the  air.  And 
though  exquifite  art  be  vifible  to  the  anato- 
mift  in  the  formation  of  thefe  veflels,  and  of 
the  various  interior  parts  of  the  human  body; 
how  kindly  is  it  appointed,  that  the  firft 
fight  of  thefe  (hould  excite  horror  5  to  pre- 
vent our  wantonly  wounding  our  own  bodies, 
or  the  bodies  o£  others,  and  fporting  in  their 
mifery  ? 

How  many  the  ufes  and  pleafures  to  which 
our  fenfes  minifter !  And  though  inferior 
animals  poflefs  thofe  Jnftruments  of  good 
as  well  as  mfcn,  jit  upon  an  attentive  obfer- 
vation  we  (hall  find,  that  by  being  made 
fubfervient  to  reafon,  our  ferries  become  in- 
ftrumentai  to  many  more  valuable  ufes  and 
enjoyments,  than  the  brutes  derive  from 
theirs.  The  organs  of  four  of  thefe,  the 
fight  %  the  bearings  the  taftey  and  the  fmell% 
are  wholly  feated  in  the  heady  where  alfo 
the  principal  organ  of  the  fifth  is  lodged. 

This 
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This  elevated  fituation  is  manifestly  the  aloft 
convenient,  for  their  dtfeovering  and  receiv- 
ing proper  objeds,  and  for  fecurity.  And 
how  evident  is  the  provident  goodnefs*  and 
tender  care  of  our  Maker,  in  the  formation 
of  the  head;  which  being  the  treafury  of 
thefe  moft  ufeful  parts,  whereon  the  life  and 
pleafure  of  man  depend,  he  hath  conftituted 
of  the/rag/?  bone?  The  fkull  guards  the 
brain  on  every  fide;  yet  is  perforated*  where 
it  was  neceflary  to  give  a  pajfage  to  the 
nerves,  and  admit  information  and  pleafure 
from  furrounding  obje&s. 

Muft  we  not  own  him  a  kind  as  well  as 
fkilful  artift,  who  kindled  thofe  Jprigbtly 
fires  in  the  eyes ;  and  gave  to  them,  and  to 
the  face,  a  power  of  expreffing  the  fentiments 
of  the  mind,  and  of  producing  like  agreeable 
or  ufeful  affections  in  the  beholders  ?  How 
well  contrived  alfo  the  exhaufilefs  variety  in 
the  countenances  of  mankind !  Who  could 
have  thought  fo  few  features,  and  thefe  fo 
fmall,  capable  of  this  infinite  diverfity,  ftill 
preserving  their  general  proportion :  fo  that 
amongft  the  many  millions  of  mankind,  fcarce 
ten  perfons  can  be  found  exactly  refembling 

one 
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one  mother?  And  how  kindly  has  our 
Creator  thus  prevented  that  conf»Jion  in  fa- 
milies, in  commerce,  and  in  the  execution 
of  juftice,  which  might  prove  fubverfive  of 
focicty;  and  thofe  diftrufts  and  jealoujies, 
which  would  otherwifc  mar  the  tendered 
unions ! 

How  great  the  bleffing  of  fight,  and  how 
immenfely  good    our   Creator,    who  hath 
given,  and  ftill  gives  it  to  countlefs  millions  5 
and  who  hath  filled  the  world  with  light, 
grandeur,  beauty,  and  good,  to  employ  and 
entertain  it !  How  difmal,  helplefs  and  dan- 
gerous, would  our  (late  be,  were  we  all,  or 
generally  blind \  yea  how  impoffible  would 
it  be  for  one  generation  or  family  to  fubfift? 
How   great  then  the  benevolence,   which 
hath  given  this  faculty  to  the  whole  race, 
with  (ofew  exceptions ;  as  only  ferve  to  raife 
in  the  millions  pofleffing  it,  a  warmer  gra- 
titude to  the  Giver,  a  higher  apprehenfion 
of  the  worth  of  the  gift,  and  more  fenfible 
plcafure  in  pofTeffing  it.     Our  fight  direffs 
our  a&ive  powers,  which  without  it  would 
perpetually  blunder  or  remain  ufelefs,  guides 
us  to  good,    or  turns  us  afide  frpm  evil* 
H  To 
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To  thefe  purpofes  it  minifbrs  in  brutes,  as 
well  as  in  men  ;  but  in  us  it  fubferves  alfo 
to  a  variety  of  rational  pleafures  and  im- 
provements, to  which  they  are  ftrangers. 
By  it  we  learn  to  admire  and  be  delighted 
with  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  and  with  their  various  fcenes, 
which  the  brutes  look  upon  with  a  ftupid 
gaze,  infenfible  of  beauty  and  greatnefs,  and 
undelighted  with  them.  By  it  we  enjoy  the 
numberlefs  beauties  of  plants  and  flowers, 
the  elegant  and  ufeful  forms,  the  modeft, 
fvveet,  and  amiable  countenance,  and  all  the 
delights  of  painting,  flatuary,  and  architec- 
ture; and  by  it  books  and  letters  introduce 
into  the  mind  all  the  improvements  of  fci- 
ence,  and  the  endearments  of  diftant  friend- 
fhip.  Thefe  and  various  more  pleafures  and 
advantages,  our  benevolent  Creator  conveys 
to  us,  through  that  delicate  organ  the  eye; 
and  with  great  wif  lom,  as  well  as  kindnefs, 
hath  he  provided  againft  the  various  acci- 
dents, to  which  the  delicacy  cf  the  eye  ex- 
pofes  it;  placing  it  high  in  the  body,  and 
guarding  it  on  both  fides  with  ftrong  bones, 
lodging  it  deep  enough  for  fecurity,  but  net 
too  d^ep  for  feeing  all  around.    And  to  clofe 

this 
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this  article,  may  we  not  obferve  a  tender, 
as  well  as  provident  kindnefs,  in  giving  us 
two  eyes;  that  if  either  of  thefe  moft  ufe- 
ful,  but  delicate  parts,  fhould  be  injured  or. 
obfthidted,  we  might  not  be  left  in  difcon- 
folate  darknefs. 

The  like  kind  precaution  hath  our  Crea- 
tor taken,  with  regard  to  the  next  moft  ufe- 
ful  fenfe,  our  bearing,  having  given  us  all 
two  ears,  and  in  their  pofition   vifibly  con- 
fulted  the  fecurity  of  this  fenfe,  and  its  moft 
exten/ive  utility.    How  advantageous  the  in- 
formation we  receive  by  it  of  good  or  evil, 
even  at  a  great  diftance,  for  gaining  the  one, 
or  timely  providing  againft  the  other  ?   Who 
can  count  the  pleafures  and  improvements, 
which  this  fenfe  conveys  to  the  mind,  from 
inftrudtive,  agreeable,  and  friendly  conven- 
tions j  of  all  which  we  had  otherwife  been 
deftitute  ?     The  pleafures  alfo  of  harmony, 
when  mufic  is  applied  to  footh,  animate,  or 
exalt  the  mind,  are  many  and  great ;  yet  in- 
confiderable,  if  compared  with  the  exquifite 
delights,  which  this  fenfe  conveys  from  the 
converfation  of  a  friend,  or  with  the  im- 
provements and  entertainments  derived  from 
H  2  the 
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the  difcourfes  of  the  wife  and  communica- 
tive. Confider  the  difconfolate  and  unim- 
proved ftate  of  perfons  born,  or  by  any  acci- 
dent early  become  deaf,  and  hence  learn 
gratefully  to  eftimate  the  boundlefs  benignity 
of  the  Creator,  who  hath  permitted  fo  few 
cafes  of  this  fort,  for  excrcifing  the  compaf- 
fion,  and  raifing  the  gratitude  of  the  thou- 
fands,  who  enjoy  through  life  the  gift  of 
hearing. 

The  organs  minifying  to  tajle  and  fmelU 
by  which  we  diftinguifh  wholefome,  from 
corrupted  and  unwhoiefome  food,  are  kindly 
placed  at  the  paflage  through  which  our 
food  is  admitted ;  that  we  might  be  warned 
to  rejedt  what  is  unwhoiefome,  and  be  re- 
warded when  with  temperance  we  take  the 
food,  which  for  kind  and  quantity  is  proper 
to  repair  our  bodies,  and  renew  our  ftrength. 
Becaufe  clofely  connected  with  thefe,  let  me 
here  take  notice  of  the  ufeful  appetites  of 
hunger  and  tlbjl.  Our  bodies  require  con- 
tinual repairs  of  meat  and  drink,  and  the 
world  is  furnifhed  to  fupply  the  careful  and 
induftrious  abundantly  with  them.  By  thefe 
importunate  appetites  we  are  admonifhed, 

when 
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when  fupplics  are  wanted,  and  excited  to  the 
neceflary  care  and  labour  for  procuring  them, 
and  then  rewarded  with  the  pleafures  which 
attend  a  temperate  gratification.  Pleafures 
which  in  uncorrupted  conftitutions  fenfibly 
abate,  and  fbon  turn  to  difguft,  when  fwal- 
lowing  more  food  or  liquor  would  prove 
ufelefs  or  hurtful.  Were  mankind  left  to 
the  calm  admonitions  of  their  reafbn,  many 
engrofled  by  other  ftudies  and  purfuits  would 
forget  their  bodies,  and  fufFer  them  to  perifli ; 
and  more  through  Jazinefs.  The  benevolent 
Creator  therefore,  by  thefe  appetites  conti- 
nually Simulates  the  lazy,  and  excites  the 
inattentive,  to  procure  and  take  in  the  fup- 
ports  neceffary  for  maintaining  this  animal 
life;  and  thus  qualifying  themfelves  to  a<ft 
the  friendly  and  beneficial  parts  in  human 
fociety,  which  he  hath  appointed  them  dur- 
ing their  feafon  of  trial. 

Let  me  add  here  the  mention  of  the  vi- 
fible  kindnefs  of  our  Maker,  in  appointing 
the  frequent  paufes  when  vtcjleef,  in  the 
working  this  curious  engine  a  human  body; 
by  which  it  is  continually  repaired,  and  ren- 
dered durable,  is  it  not  a  kind  as  well  as  a 
li  3  wife 
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wife  appointment,  that  the  gentle  power  o( 
fleep  fhould  every  night  overcome  us,  an4 
reduce  us  to  a  ftate  of  inactivity  ?  Refpira- 
tion  and  nutrition,  which  are  performed 
without  our  concurrence,  are  continued,  be- 
caufe  neceflary.  Our  fpirits  are  renewed, 
our  ftrength  recruited,  and  we  are  enabled 
to  rife  with  frefla  vigour  to  our  various  em- 
ployments. By  retiring  aL(p  every  night  to 
a  world  of  our  own  in  dreams,  the  external 
world  affumes  in  the  morning  the  charm 
of  novelty  when  we  return  to  it ;  and  pleafes 
us  more  than  it  would  have  done,  if  with- 
out interruption  we  had  beheld,  and  been 
converfant  in  it. 

But  this  bodily  life,  notwithftanding  all 
our  care,  gradually  decays  and  comes  to  a 
period,  while  the  world  ftill  continues  ca- 
pable of  fupporting  and  delighting  innumer- 
able inhabitants.  The  benevolent  Creator . 
hath  therefore  qualified  mankind  to  propa- 
gate their  fpecies,  to  mulciply  and  continue 
the  obje&s  of  his  bounty  ;  and  by  an  almoft 
irrcfiftible  inclination  determines  them,  to 
repair  the  wades  of  time  and  of  death. 
Thus  he  makes  numbers  fubfervient  to  his 

kind 
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kirtd  purpofes,  who  wanted  fufficient  bene- 
volence, to  engage  them  otherwife  in  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  children  ;  while  to 
the  well-difpofed,  this  inclination  becomes 
the  cemerit  of  a  tender  friendfliip,  and  fup- 
plics  objedts  for  thofe  fecial  affedtions,  which 
give  fome  of  the  beft  pleafures,  and  cheer 
atid  reward  the  difinterefted  cares  and  la- 
bours of  parents.  Certainly  the  author  of 
this  conftitution,  who  thus  introduces  into 
ttie  world  innumerable  objects  of  his  boun- 
ty, and  thus  through  numberlefs  generations 
rewards  thofe,  who  concur  with  his  defigns 
as  Supreme  Parent,  muft  himfelf  be  fu- 
premely  and  unchangeably  benevolent. 

As  to  the  fifth  fenfe,  feelings  I  would 
only  remark,  that  it  is  diffufed  through 
every  part,  that  we  might  be  informed 
Whefl  any  part  was  hurt  or  difordered,  might 
avoid  what  injured  it,  and  in  time  repair 
the  damage.  Or  that  by  the  pleafure  de- 
rived from  every  part,  when  the  whole  was 
healthful  and  fafe,  be  prompted  to  take  care 
of  the  whole ;  and  rewarded  for  ufing  that 
prudence,  temperance  and  exercife,  which 
H  4  are 
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are  neceflary  to  continue  the  found  (late  of 
the  body. 

That  I  may  not  tire  you  by  repeating  nu- 
merous particulars,  bearing  evident  charac- 
ters of  a  mod  wife  and  benevolent  intention 
in  the  Author  of  our  bodies,  with  which 
you  may  be  fupplied  by  the  writers  on  this 
fubjedt;  I  would  conclude  this  head  with 
one  general  obfcrvation,  which  the  difcove- 
ries  of  modern  anatomifis  have  rendered  as 
certain,  as  it  is  important.     That  innumer- 
able as  are  the  parts  which  conftitute  the 
human  body,  there  is  not  one  fuperfluous ; 
but  they  are  all  evidently  adapted  to  conti- 
nue the  animal  life,  or  to  render  it  more 
agreeable.     The  lofs  of  any  one  would  de- 
prive us  of  fome  advantage,  or  occafion  fome 
inconvenience.     A  finger,  a  toe,  an  artery, 
a  mufclc  or  nerve,  cannot  be  wanting  with- 
out damage.     The  Author  therefore  of  the 
human  bodv,  who  with  fo  much  art  hath 
contrived   and  formed  thefe  various  parts, 
and  given   them  to  us,  arid  to  innumerable 
men  befides,  muft  defign  the  good  of  us  all, 
and   be  infinitely   benevolent:   efpecially   if 
you  add,  that  not  one  part  is  defigned  to 

hurt 
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hurt  or  give  us  pain.    Pain  is  an  unnatural 
ftate,  and  is  occafioned  by  fome  diforder  or 
obftru&ion,  in  one  part  or  other  of  this  de- 
licate and  ufeful  frame.     By  it  the  Creator 
advifes  us  of  the  diforder,  and  forcibly  ad- 
monijhes  to  remedy  it,  and  prevent  its  in- 
creafing,  until  it  terminate  in  the  definition 
of  the  whole.     God  hath  alfo  conftru&ed 
every  body  in  fuch  a.  manner,  that  it  na- 
turally concurs  with  falutary  means,  and  ex- 
erts mighty  efforts  to  recover  an  healthful, 
which  is  its  natural  ftate.     So  that  they  are 
judged  to  be  the  bejl  pbyfeians,  who  care- 
fully obferve  nature,    attend  to  its  indica- 
tions, and  concur  with  its  efforts.     Let  it 
alfo  be  remembered,   fo  well  contrived  is 
this  frame,  that  difeafes  would  be  compara- 
tively few,  did  not  men  by  intemperance 
create  them,  or  by  imprudence  and  wanton- 
nefs  introduce  them.    And  againft  external 
violence  our  Maker  hath  guarded,  by  fur~ 
rounding  the  tender  vital  parts  with  thofe 
that  are  Jlrong ;  thus  the  brain  is  covered 
and  protected  by  the  full,  as  the  lungs  are 
by  the  bones  of  the  back  and  breaft,  and 
the  like. 

To 
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;  To  fum  up  the  argument  for  the  divine 
benignity,  drawn  from  the  numberlcfs  hu- 
man bodies,  which  the  wifdom  and  power 
of  God  have  formed.     We  readily  grant 
that  the  fun>    which  for  many  ages  hath 
poured  out  fuch  copious  ftreams  of  light  and 
heat  on  attendant  worlds,  and  on  the  crea- 
tures who  inhabit  thefe  worlds,  and  which 
ftill  without  any-  difoerhible  abatement  con- 
tinues to  diffufe  them,  muft  contain  an  al- 
moft infinite futid 'of  light  and  beat.     And  if 
we  confider,  muft  we  not   alfo  confefs  the 
betievcknce   of  our    Creator  to  be   infinite ; 
which  for  fo  many  ages  hath  poured  out  fuch 
forge  fireams  of  life  and   good  upon  this 
edrth,  and  ftill  with  an  increafing  bounty 
communicates1  tbem,  ntorethzn  repairing  the 
continual  ravages  of  time  and  of  death  ?   As 
lftany  then  as  the  pleafures  and  advantages; 
Which  the  bodies  and  fenfes  of- men  convey 
to  them  from  the  world;  and  as  innumer- 
able as  the  men  who  have  enjoyed,  or  who 
do  and  will  enjoy  thefe  to  the  end  of  tirhe; 
to"  many  proofs  may  we  glery  in   of  the 
Creator's  goodhefs,  who  from   lifelefs  duft 
creates  all   thefe  inftruments  of  good,  and 
places  men  in  a  world  abundantly  furnilhed 

to 
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to  iupply  them ;  when,  had  he  been  male- 
voknty  he  was  equally  able  to  have  made 
«II  thefe  the  fole  occafions  of  pain  and  in- 
struments of  mifery* 

2.  Our  minds,  with  their  various  and  noble 
faculties  of  adlion  and  enjoyment,  evidently 
demon/Irate  (he  boundlefs  benevolence  of  the 
great  F^&r  of  fpirits,  who  hath  m^de  us 
<g/fcr  &i  (W«  /mag*  *>  and  but  *  /if//*  lower 
than  the  angels ;  and  defigned  us  to  rife 
to  their  employments  and  bleflednef*  for 
eternity  f. 

By  intelligence  and  liberty  we  bear  the 
natural  image  of  God,  and  by  ufing  thefe 
aright  may  attain  his  moral  image,  enjoy  the 
fatisfadions  of  knowledge,  re&itude,  good- 
nefs, of  the  love  and  imitation  of  the  Deity, 
and  a  fenfe  of  his  approbation.  And  as  thefe 
qualities  and  difpofitions,  and  the  pleafures 
hence  arifing,  are  capable  oiendkfs  improve- 
mentSt  and  our  fouls  are  made  to  live  and 
purfue  thefe  improvements,  and  become 
continually  more  bleffed  in  them  for  even 
and  the  happinefs  that  may  be  thus  poffefled 

*  Gcncfis  i.  26,  f  Luke  xx.  36. 
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by  every  improved  human  mind  to  eternity 

is  in  a  manner  infinite and  the  Creator 

certainly  defigned  his  rational  offspring  for 
all  that  happinefs  of  which  he  hath  made 

their  nature  capable infinite  above  ail  our 

acknowledgements  muft  we  confefs  the  be- 
nevolence of  the  great  Father  offpirits,  who 
hath  made  innumerable  millions  of  human 
minds,  that  they  might  improve  in  moral 
perfection  and  felicity  to  eternity.  Our  un- 
derstanding, will,  power  of  refledtion,  mo- 
ral fenfe,  imagination,  memory,  benevolent 
affedtions,  and  the  like,  when  properly  cul- 
tivated and  exercifed,  qualify  us  to  enjoy 
numberlefs  pleafures,  and  of  a  noble  kind  ; 
for  thefe  we  are  intirely  indebted  to  God, 
who  caufed  us  to  be,  and  gave  us  all  thefe 
faculties  of  good.  He  alfo  hath  introduced 
os  into  a  boundlefs  univerfe,  amidft  an  in- 
finite variety  of  objedts,  fuited  to  pleafe  and 
improve  us ;  that  amidft  thefe  we  m?ght, 
under  his  eye,  grow  up  to  perfedtion  and 
felicity.  To  make  one  fuch  creature  with 
an  intention,  and  proper  provilion  for  his 
happinefs  to  eternity,  is  an  inftance  and  proof 
of  infinite  benevolence,  or  of  a  difpofition  to 
communicate  good  infinitely,     How  \nmi~ 

vierable 
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merable  then  are  the  proofs  of  his  boundlefs 
benevolence,  who  hath  created  fuch  count- 
lcfs  numbers  of  humaa  fpirits,  and  who  is 
flill  creating  more,  that  they  might  all  rife 
to  their  proper  happinefs  in  eternity;  for 
which  certainly  the  wife  goodnefs,  that 
formed  their  various  faculties  of  good,  their 
improveable  and  immortal  minds,  dcfigned 
them.  That  is,  a  wife  Creator  defigned  his 
creature  for  an  end,  which  with  infinite 
(kill  he  hath  qualified  him  to  anfwer. 

But  let  us  take  a  more  dijlinft  view  of  the 
noble  faculties,  and  various  capacities  of 
good;  for  which  mankind  are  obliged  to 
the  great  Father  of  fpirits. 

By  our  reafon  or  intelligence %  we  are  qua- 
lified to  difcover  the  natures,  relations,  and 
ufes  of  things,  and  for  inventing  and  im- 
proving the  feveral  arts  and  fciences ;  which 
are  like  fo  many  beauteous  and  well  culti- 
vated plantations  in  the  boundlefs  regions  of 
truth  j  through  which  the  mind  may  range 
with  increafing  pleafure  and  improvement  to 
eternity.  By  vifible  ejfefis  we  can  difcover 
the  invifibk  Caufe,  can  difcern  in  the  frame 

of 
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of  the  world  a  depth  of  defign;  a  variety  of 
wifdomi  an  energy  of  power,  and  fuch  in- 
exhauftible  profufions  of  benevolence,  as  not 
only  give  exquifite  pleafures  in  the  difco- 
veryi  but  qualify  us  to  enjoy  the  divine  fa- 
tisfe&ions  of  knowing  our  Maker >  a  being  of 
infinite  perfe&ion,  adoring  his  excellencies, 
gratefully  refenting  his  benefits,  imitating 
his  benignity,  rejoicing  in  his  approbation, 
confiding  in  his  care  and  bounty  for  the  pre- 
fent  life,  and  triumphing  in  the  largeft  hopes, 
from  his  unbounded  and  everlafting  good- 
nefs,  for  an  eternal  duration.  Thefe  are 
pleafures  which  all  who  will  cultivate  their 
reafon  may  poflefs,  and  to  which  they  are 
prompted  by  a  natural  and  boundlefs  curi- 
ofity.  They  are  infinitely  more  numerous 
than  the  mere  gratifications  of  fenfe,  and 
much  more  cheaply  acquired.  They  im- 
prove and  inlarge  the  mind  which  prefers 
them,  and  qualify  for  larger  and  higher  en- 
joyment. They  interfere  not  with  the  good 
of  others,  as  the  licentious  indulgences  of 
fenfe  do,  but  render  a  perfon  more  able  and 
more  inclined  to  be  beneficent;  and  exalting 
a  perfon  now  to  be  an  inferior  partner  with 
angels  in  their  fatisfadtions,  give  him  with 
2  the 
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the  G*paeijj£*  good  fe<>ps  fiC  onjbyipg  them 
in  psrfftftioa  hereafter. 

To  the  gtf*  of  reafon  let:  me  add  the  gift 
oiliberty^  or  of  that  feepfey*  by  whiph  we 
are  enabled  to  purfufi  wh#  we  defire,  aad 
to  pradjtife  what  we  apptoyce^  ta  reject  what 
wech/cerfi  tp  he.bafe *pd: criminal,,  though 
it  would  tempt  us  with  prefent  pleasures  and 
refqlutely  to  cultivate  t£ie  grateful,  ge&erous 
or  pious  difpofitbn,  though  attended  with 
difficulty  in  the  firft  cultivation ;  and  thus  to 
form  and  ejiablijh  a  charafter*  which  renders 
us  approved  of  our  owq  minds,  efteeaied  by 
others*  and  dear  to  the  unerring  Judge,  and 
raoft  bquntifui  friend  of  moral  worth.  A 
chara&er  which  thus  gives  the  heft  pleafures 
we  can  enjoy  in  this  life,,  and  prepares  us  to 
be  coippleatly  blefled,  when,  we  {hall  have 
raifed.it  to  its  defigned  perfection  in-  fome 
future  ftate. 

To  prompt  us  to  this  noble  and  amiable 
con  dud:,  .which  renders  us  raoft  happy  in 
ourfelves,  and  moft  beneficial  to  others ;  our 
Creator  hath  alfo  given  us  a  moral  fenfe, 
and    thofe  benevolent   qffetfiens,    that  yield 

us 
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us  noble  pleafurcs,  in  planning  benevolent 
fchemes;  ftill  better  pleafures  in  executing 
them,  and  no  lefs  pleafure  in  reflecting  upon 
them,  and  in  the  hopes  which  they  infpire  of 
being  accepted  and  favoured  by  our  mod  be- 
nevolent Creator;  and  which  thus,  while 
we  endeavour  to  make  others  happy,  make 
us  abundantly  happier.  But  having  before 
mentioned  thefe  as  proofs  of  the  divine 
goodnefs,  they  are  juft  named  here,  that 
this  lift  of  the  Creator's  gifts  might  not  ap- 
pear grofsly  defective. 

By  the  faculty  of  imagination  we  are  qua- 
lified to  renew  thofe  fcenes  of  fenfitive  plea- 
fure which  we  have  paft,  and  even  to  im- 
prove them,  and  affifted  in  forming  new 
fchemes,  and  inventing  new  arts,  for  the 
entertainment  or  advantage  of  life.  By  re- 
viving aifo  the  ideas  of  paft  dangers,  our  ima- 
gination excites  and  qualifies  us  to  provide 
for  our  future  fecurity,  and  to  enjoy  it.  By 
this  faculty  alfo  we  are  enabled  to  cloatb  ab- 
JiraSi  ideas  and  notions  in  a  drefs  which 
makes  them  to  be  more  eafily  difcerned,  and 
readily  embraced  by  others,  and  to  give 
fcven  a  body  to  truth  ;  and  by  ftrongly  repre- 

fenting 
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fencing  to  ourfclves  or  others  the  dijiant 
good  or  bad  confequences  of  our  prefent 
conduct,  to  raifq  a  fuccefsful  concern  for 
great  though  remote  interefts  j  and  to  make 
the  encouragements  to  virtue  derived  from 
a  future  ftate,  fuperior  to  the  temptations  of 
the  prefent,  and  the  diftant  evils  of  vice  a 
fecurity  againft  its  prefent  flatteries  and  temp- 
tations. 

Akin  to  this  faculty,  in  nature  and  ufe, 
is  our  memory.  In  this  we  retain  the  truths 
we  have  difcovered,  and  the  knowledge  we 
have  gained;  and  by  it  are  capacitated  to 
employ  them  in  making  new  acquifitions. 
By  memory  we  enjoy  the  fatisfadlion  of  paji 
good  adlions,  and  are  rouzed  to  correct  or 
prevent  the  bad  effedts  of  the  contrary ;  and 
thus  not  only  enjoy  over  again  what  has  been 
good  in  paft  time,  but  are  made  wife  for  the 

future. By  the  aid  of  this  faculty  we  are 

alfo  qualified  to  initrudt  and  entertain  others, 
and  to  give  ourfelves  the  fuperior  fatisfaftion 
of  communicating  improvement  and  plea- 
fure'j  and  in  folitude,  and  in  the  abfence  of 
every   external   good,    can  derive  abundant 

iiiilruilion  or  iatufa&ion  from  the  pall 

I  aad 
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and  J>y  this  recollecting  inftances  of  the  di- 
vine benignity  tons,  and  of  our  fincerely 
dutiful,  though  defedtive  returns,  we  can 
rife  to  hopes,  which  difpofe  us  to  welcome 
death,  as  our  introduction  to  a  bleflcdncfs, 
great  as  our  mod  improved  capacities  can 
receive,  and  as  their  pad  experience  of  the 
divine  munificence  can  promife  to  the  grate- 
ful. How  near  to  infinite,  for  number,  the 
grand,  beautiful,  pleafing,  or  inftrudtive  ideas 
and  truths,  which  one  well  furnifhed  me- 
mory can  contain  ->  and  how  numerous  and 
valuable  the  fatisfadtions  our  own,  or  of 
others,  to  which  this  treafure  may  be  made 
fubfervient  •,  and  how  great  the  kindnefs  of 
the  Creator,  who  hath  given  us  the  faculty 
of  colledting  this  immenfe  treafure,  of  laying 
it  up  and  producing  it,  whenever  our  own 
advantage  or  that  of  others  (hall  require. 

To  this,  becaufe  a  principal  inftrument  of 
our  memory,  let  me  fubjoin  the  faculty  of 
chathing  our  ideas  in  words,  and  laying  them 
up  by  writing,  and  of  communicating  them 
by  writing,  printing,  or  fpeech  to  others. 
None,  but  they  who  have  attentively  con- 
iidered  it,  can  conceive  the  almoft  infinite 

advan- 
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advantage  hence  arifing;  for  realizing  and 
preferring  our  ideas  and  improvements,  and 
communicating  them  to  others  for  mutual 
improvement.  And  infinite  as  the  number 
of  intellectual  and  focial  pleafures,  to  which 
thi6  faculty  well  employed  is,  or  may  be 
made  fubfervient,  amongft  the  numberlefs 
individuals  of  mankind,  through  all  fuccef- 
five  generations,  fuch  muft  we  own  the  be- 
nevolence of  the  Creator  who  hath  con- 
ferred it. 

If  from  \ht  faculties  of  the  human  mind, 
we  turn  our  thoughts  to  our  ajftftions  and 
inclinations ,  we  (hall  find  each  of  thefe  a 
confpicuous  proof  of  the  Creator's  benevo- 
lence. Befides  the  particular  inclination*, 
which  excite  us  to  purfue  the  particular  ob- 
jects that  are  neceffary  to  fupport  or  delight 
us;  the  general  affe&ion  of  felf-love,  by 
which  a  perfon  is  kept  always  attentive  to 
felf-prefcrvation,  obfervant  of  what  may 
promote  his  welfare,  and  on  his  guard, 
againft  the  contrary,  and  by  which  he  is  de- 
termined to  direct  and  limit  the  indulgence 
of  particular  inclinations,  is  an  evident  in- 
ftance  of  our  Maker'6  kindnefs.  For  by  this 
I  2  /he 
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he  ftrongly  commends  to  every  one  the  care 
of  his  own  well-being.  And  fince  the  rea- 
fon  and  experience  of  eVery  man  clearly  in- 
forms him,  that  he  is  fo  far  dependent  on 
other  men,  as  to  be  able  in  no  other  way 
to  promote  fo  effectually  his  own  welfare, 
as  by  engaging  the  friendly  concurrence  of 
others ;  even  jelf-love  prompts  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  benevolence  and  beneficence;  the  im- 
mediate effett  of  which,  did  it  prevail  in 
every  private  perfon,  would  be  univerfal 
good. 

It  is  farther  with  reafon  obferved,  that  the 
benevolent  affeSiions  and  conduSi,  not  only 
give  every  private  perfon  the  mod  folid  and 
noble  fatisfadions,  but  even  promote  the 
health  of  the  body  as  fenfibly,  as  malice  and 
envy  deftroy  both  health  and  peace  of  mind. 
And  is  not  this  conftitution  evidently  the 
work  of  a  Creator,  who  defires  and  con- 
fuks  the  good  of  all  his  rational  creatures  I 

How  ufeful  an  inclination  is  curiojity%  or 
an  eager  defire  of  making  new  difcoveries ; 
which  being  reftlefs  and  adive,  carries  us  on 
to  continual  improvements  in  knowledge, 

and 
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and  by  the  pleafure  which  every  frefli  dis- 
covery produces,  is  encouraged  and  reward- 
ed? Especially  as  our  fenfe  of  beauty  and 
grandeur,  difpofing  us  to  reteive  peculiar 
pleafure  from  the  views  of  every  grand  or 
beautiful  objeft  or  truth,  urges  us  on  with 
renewed  vigour  in  our  ftudy  of  the  works  of 
God,  and  will  animate  and  reward  our  im- 
provements to  eternity  1  fince  the  works  of 
an  infinite  mind,  in  a  boundlefs  univerfe, 
will  comprehend  an  infinity  of  bcaqty  and 
grandeur. 

A  difpofition  to  imitate  is  alfo  vifible  in 
children,  and  prevails  in  all  their  plays  -,  and 
makes  learning  the  moft  ufeful  arts  an  agree- 
able employment:  to  which  alfo  they  are 
pufhed  on  by  that  defire  of  praife  and  repu- 
tation, which  can  be  alone  properly  gratified 
by  cultivating  our  intelledqal  and  moral 
powers,  by  acquiring  abilities  of  doing  good, 
and  generoufly  exerting  them.  For  this 
courfe  alone  vifibly  leads  to  a  general  and 
lading  eftcem.  And  a  dread  of  foame  and 
£enfure  as  naturally  reftrains  thofe,  from  lead- 
ing an  idle,  ufelefs  and  mifchievous  life ; 
the  afHuence  of  whofe  fortunes,  or  whofc 
I  3  eleva^ 
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elevation  in  rank  and  power,  fet  them  above 
the  reftraint  of  dependence,  and  the  fear  of 
punifhment. 

There  are  planted  in  the  human  frame 
various  other  inclinations  and  pajions,  which, 
to  thofe  who  wifely  confider  them,  will  ap- 
pear inftances  of  the  Creator's  benevolence, 
but  which  are  omitted  here ;  becaufe  by  in- 
judicious obfervers,  they  have  been  imagined 
to  be  hurtful,  and  been  raifed  into  objections 
againft  it;  and  will  therefore  be  diftin&ly 
examined  under  another  part  of  this  fubjeft. 
And  there  are  fome  others  which  are  here 
omitted,  becaufe  they  will  come  in  under  a 
view  of  the  law*  of  the  human  conftitution, 
to  be  exhibited  in  the  next  difcourfe. 

Let  me  clofe  this  with  obferving,  that  our 
being  compofed  of  animal  and  rational  affec- 
tions and  powers,  peculiarly  qualifies  us  for 
a  ftate  of  trial,  and  for  the  fatisfa&ions  and 
rewards  of  an  approved  virtue ;  and  that  the 
endlefs  improvements  and  immortal  duration 
of  which  our  nature  is  capable,  qualify  us 
for  rifing  in  perfection  and  bleffednefs  to 
eternity.    And  that  this  proves  the  goodnefs 

which 
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which  formed  every  human  mind,  to  be 
greater  than  we  can  at  prefent  conceive;  and 
fuch  as  can  only  be  acknowledged  worthily 
in  the  approaching  (late  of  perfection  and 
immortality. 

As  an  application  of  this  account  of  the 
Creator's  benevolence,  vifible  in  the  human 
frame>  let  us  refleft  on  the  noble  fpirits 
which  he  hath  lodged  in  thefe  curious, 
:hough  animal  and  mortal  bodies,  on  the 
/arious  faculties  and  large  capacities,  for 
iyorthy  a&ions  and  exalted  pjeafurcs,  which 
le  hath  given  us ;  particularly  for  the  exer- 
;ifes  and  plcafures  of  knowledge,  truth,  vir- 
ue,  friendfhip,  goodnefs,  devotion,  and  the 
ike  y  on  the  many  fatisfadtions  of  thefe  kinds 
arhich  we  have  enjoyed,  and  on  the  many 
nore  which  we  might,  if  we  had  duely 
mproved  our  faculties  and  advantages.  Let 
is  alfo  look  forward  to  that  divine  felicity, 
vhich  our  rational  nature  properly  cultivated, 
vill  qualify  us  to  poffefs  in  eternity. 
?\nd  then  qucftion  if  we  can,  whether  the 
Father  of  our  fpirits  be  benevolent.  Or  ra- 
her  let  us  fay  if  we  can,  how  immenfely  be- 
icvolent  the  Author  of  all  thefe  capacities  of 
I  4  S°od; 
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good ;  and  how  boundlefs  that  ocean,  from 
whence  are  derived  all  thofe  ftreams  of  good, 
which  fill  thefe  capacities,  or  will  fill  them 
to  eternity,  without  any  abatement,  but  with 
£  ftill  increafing  plenty,  though  no  fupplies 
can  be  returned  to  it. 

We  juftly  reckon  it  an  admirable  inftance 
of  benevolence,  when   a  rich  and  prudent 
perfon  takes  a  number  of  deftitute  children 
under  his  care,  provides  liberally  for  them, 
and    with  continued  attention  -and   labour 
trains  them  to  knowledge  and  virtue.     But 
how  inconfiderable  this,  if  compared  with 
the  benignity  of  the  great  Parent  of  man- 
kind ;  who  did  not  find  but  create  the  ob- 
jects of  his  kindnefs,  and  thefe  countlefs  mil- 
lions,  with  various  and  large  capacities  of 
good,  and  with  an  intention  to  train  them 
to  all  the  perfedtion  and  bleflednefs  which 
eternity  can  admit         .who  h&th  abundantly 
furnifhed  this  world  for  their  accommoda- 
tion during   their  ftate  of  trial  and  difci- 
pline ;  and  from  hence  given  us  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  when  we  (hall  have  approved 
purfelves,  and  become  meet  for  more  ex- 
alted enjoyments,  he  will  receive  us  to  them, 

flnce 
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rice  he  hath  given  us  natural  capacities  for 
te  pofleflion.  Should  we  not  all  then  with 
anfport  enter  into  the  fentiments  of  David, 
id  adopt  his  language.  *  I  will  Jing  unto 
e  Lord  as  long  as  I  live;  I  mil  praife  my 
od  while  I  have  my  being.  My  meditation 
~bim  Jhall  be  fweet ;  I  will  be  glad  in  the 
ord.  Let  the  ungrateful  ceafe  from  the 
trth,  and  the  wicked  be  no  more :  Blefs  tfau 
}e  Lord,  O  my  foul.    Praife  ye  the  Lord* 

9  Pfalro  civ.  33. 
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SERMON    V.  ' 

The  Goodnefs  of  our  Creator  illus- 
trated in  various  Laws  of  the  hu- 
man Conftitution, 


Psalm  viii.  5. 

Thoa  haft  made  him  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels,  and  haft  crowded  him  with  glory 
and  honour. 

HAVING  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
difcourfe,  the  chief  powers  and  af* 
fe&ions  of  our  bodies  and  minds,  as  proofs 
of  the  Creator's  benevolence;  in  farther  con- 
firmation of  the  delightful  truth,  I  would 
take  notice  of  fome  Laws  of  the  human  Con- 
Jiitution^  or  of  certain  ftrong  determinations 
towards  particular  ways  of  a&ing,  which 
arife  out  of  our  general  frame.  As  by  a 
conformity  to  thefe  the  good  of  mankind  is 
extenfively  promoted,  they  demonftrate  not 
a  the 
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the  wifdom  only,  but  the  benevolence  alfo, 
of  the  Mind  which  planned  and  eftablifhed 
them.  Some  of  thefe  laws  relate  more  pe- 
culiarly to  our  minds,  others  both  to  our 
minds  and  bodies.  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the 
principal;  and  begin, 

I.  With  what  we  may  term  the  law  of 
aSlivity  and  induftry.     By  this  our  Maker 
hath  appointed,  that  the  regular  exercife  of 
our  powers,  whether  mental  or  bodily,  (hall 
not  only  be  attended  with  pleafure,  but  /»- 
creafe  their  Jirength  and  vigour.     We  have 
numerous  wants,  which  cannot  be  fupplied 
without  labour.     The  earth  cannot  be  cul- 
tivated, or  its  fruits  and  produdts  colleded 
#id  preferred,  or  formed  into  the  fupports, 
conveniencies  and  ornaments  of  life,  with- 
out great  and  continual  labour.     We  receive 
alfo  our  minds  from  the  Father  of  fpirits, 
unfurniflied  with  neceflary  and  ufeful  know- 
ledge; and  to  furniih  them  well,  requires 
continued  diligence  and  application.     This 
is  wifely  conftituted,  that  our  acquifitions 
and  improvements  might  be  properly  our 
own ;  and  intitle  us  to  the  fatisfa&ion  and 
praifc  of  having  made  ihem.      Had  our 
8  Creator 
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Creator  been  malevolent,  when  he  had  laid 
us  under  a  neceffity  of  exerting  our  powers 
of  body  and  mind,  he  would  have  appointed 
that  this  exercife  fhould  be  conftantly  pro- 
ductive of  pain,  and  gradually  weaken  the 
feveral  powers,  till  they  were  deftroyed.  But 
we  experience  on  the  contrary,  that  fcarce 
any  thing  is  more  deftrudtive  to  health  of 
body  and  vigour  of  mind,  than  idlenefs  and 
inactivity.     Numerous  difeafes  are  the  na- 
tural offspring  and  punifhments  of  a  flothful 
and  ufelefs  life.     And  a  general  tedioufnefs 
of  life,  want  of  Arength  and  fpirit,  and  an 
incapacity  to  relifli  natural  and  valuable  plea- 
fures,  are  the  effedts  of  this  condudt  on  the 
mind.    Whereas  exerting  our  bodily  powers 
in  ufeful  labours  and  productions,  and  ap- 
plying our  minds  to  gain  the  knowledge  of 
important  truths  and  valuable  arts,  and  to 
eftablifh  virtuous  difpofitions,  give  agility  to 
the  body,  and  fpirit  to  the  mind,  yield  ex- 
quifite  fatisfadtion  in  the   confeioufnefs  of 
being  well    employed,    and  improve  our 
health  and  ftrength,  and  the  abilities  of  our 
minds  for  agreeable  and  advantageous  con- 
templations.    Thefe  improvements  are  fol- 
lowed with  the  efteem  and  love  of  our  ac- 
quaint 
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quaintance,  and  a  beneficial  influence  ftill 
enlarging,  which  yield  us  fome  of  the  moft 
affecting  and  noble  fatisfa&ions. 

Since  then  adiivity  of  body  and  mind  is 
neceffary  to  our  fubfiftence,  and  much  more 
to  our  enjoying  life,  is  not  our  Maker  benevo- 
lent, as  well  as  wife  ■%  who  by  the  evils  which 
naturally  fpring  out  of  idlenefs,  diffuades  us 
from  yielding  to  its  inticements  ?  And  who 
by  an  increafe  of  bodily  and  mental  vigor, 
and  the  chearfulnefs  immediately  produced 
by  induftry,  befides  its  more  diftant  fruits 
and  rewards,  hath  excited  and  encouraged 
trs  to  cultivate  a  difpofition  fo  neceffary  ? 

But  fuch  is,  after  all,  the  nature  of  our 
animal  frame,  that  it  cannot  go  through 
long  continued  labours,  without  feeling  it- 
felf  hurt  by  them.  Our  Creator  therefore, 
by  the  wearinefs  and  weaknefs  which  ex- 
ceeding in  the  degree  and  continuance  of 
our  labours  occafions,  hath  diredted  us  to 
intermit  them.  And  the  fucceflion  of  night 
to  day,  to  which  our  conftitution  is  adjuftcd, 
naturally  puts  a  feafonabte  ftop  to  our  la- 
bours, and  difpofes  us  forflccp;  and  fleep 

recruits 
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recruits  our  ftrength*  renews  our  fpirits,  and 
qualifies  us  to  purfue  our  feveral  employ- 
ments with  frefli  pleafure.  Certainly  if  we 
will  be  juft,  as  well  as  grateful,  we  muft 
allow,  that  this  is  the  constitution  of  a  being 
who  confults  the  welfare  of  his  creatures. 
Allied  to  this, 

II.  Is  the  lam  of  habits.  We  are  endow- 
ed by  our  Creator  with  rtafon,  liberty,  and 
a  moral  fcnfe,  and  are  thus  qualified  to  form 
and  eftaWifh  a  moral  chara&er;  and  to  ren- 
der ourielves  proper  obje<fts  of  our  own  ap- 
probation, of  the  «fteem  of  others,  and  of 
the  divine  complacency.  Hence  naturally 
fpring  fatisfa&ioris  the  tnoft  refined  and  ex- 
alted ;  and  by  the  prevalence  of  worthy  dif- 
pofitions,  we  are  qualified  better  to  procure 
or  enjoy  almoft  every  other  good.  We  re- 
ceive therefore  our  minds  from  God  un- 
furnifhed,  and  undetermined  to  moral  good 
or  evil ;  and  capable  of  either  determination, 
according  as  we  (hall  chufe  to  follow  reafon 
or  appetite,  the  nobler  or  the  meaner  af- 
fections of  our  nature.  This  being  our 
confutation,  is  it  not  wifely  and  kindly  ap- 
pointed by  God,  that  being  employed  in  any 

fort 
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fort  of  aftions,  fhould  give  us  an  inclina- 
tion and  a  readinefs  to  perform  them  ?  The 
actions  which  at  firft  we  do  difficultly,  un- 
readily, and  often  miftaking,  by  repeated 
trials  and  performances  we  are  enabled  to 
cffedt  with  eafe,  exadnefs  and  delight ;  and 
can  hardly  be  retrained  from  doing  them. 

Had  not  this  been  our  conftitution,  after 
a  thoufand  exertions  of  our  underftandings 
for  the  difcovery  of  truth,  we  fhould  have 
been  as  unready  at  finding  it,  and  as  poor 
reafoners  as  in  the  beginning.  After  a  thou- 
fand effays  about  ufeful  arts  or  productions, 
we  fhould  have  been  as  bungling  and  inef- 
fective as  in  the  firft.  And  after  a  thoufand 
adtions,  or  attempts  rather,  of  virtue  and 
piety,  we  muft  have  continued  as  far  from 
a  virtuous  and  pious  character,  as  at  *  the 
firft.  Is  not  the  kindnefs  of  our  Maker  then 
vifible,  in  ordering,  that  exercife  and  cuftonx 
fhould  produce  an  inclination  to  a&ions,  a 
readinefs  to  perform  them,  and  an  increafing 
pleafure  in  it?  Early  obfervation,  with  a 
moderate  degree  of  reflection,  informs  us  of 
this  law,  for  our  direction  and  encourage- 
ment,  to   engage  early  and  vigoroufly  in 

ufeful, 
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ufeful,  virtuous,  and  pious  adiions*  that  we 
may  happily  form  the  difpofition  for  them. 
And  how  noble  the  fatisfadtion,  when  by 
repeated  and  continued  ads,  we  have  raifed 
the  pious  and  virtuous  difpofitions  to  a  high 
degree  of  ftrength ;  and  can  perform  the  beft 
adtions  with  readinefs,  a  pleafing  ardor,  a 
ftrong  confeioufnefs  that  our  minds  are  in 
their  proper  ftate,  and  with  an  animating 
fenfe  of  the  divine  approbation  !  Muft  we 
not  acknowledge,  that  the  author  of  this  law 
of  habits  is  a  mod  wife  and  good  Father  ? 

And  did  we  herein  condemn  ourfelves,  yet 
muft  we  not  own  it  to  be  an  inexcufable 
fault  3  if  perfons  who  knew  this  tendency  of 
practice  to  produce  habit,  would  neverthe- 
lefs,  for  the  fake  of  mean  pleafures,  indulge 
to  vicious  adtions,  with  the  forefeen  danger 
of  eftablifliing  bad  habits,  and  of  contract- 
ing a  difability  for  ad  ions  virtuous  and  wor- 
thy, and  a  fatal  tendency  to  what  muft  ren- 
der them  compleatly  wretched  ?  For  habit 
not  only  biafles  towards  one  kind  of  adtions, 
but  renders  us  averie  to  the  oppofite.  An 
habit  of  good  adtions  fixes  an  averfion  to 
K  evil  • 
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evil ;  as  an  habit  of  evil  a&ions  forms  a  dis- 
inclination and  impotence  for  good. 

III.  The  law  of  temperance  is  another  law 
which  does  honour  to  the  benevolence  of  our 
Creator.  By  this  we  mean  that  eftablifhed 
law  of  our  conftitution,  which  caufes  our 
appetites  of  the  fenfual  kind,  fuch  as  hunger, 
thirft,  and  the  like,  to  be  foon  gratified f;  and 
our  endeavouring  to  exceed  in  indulgences 
of  this  fort,  to  be  produ&ive  of  little  more 
than  dijgu/i,  bcavinefs,  fain,  difeafe  and  dif- 
appointment.  Whereas  in  our  enjoyment  of 
the  pleafures  offcience,  and  other  mental  de- 
lights, and  in  gratifying  the  focial  and  gene- 
rous affediions,  we  have  fcarce  any  limits. 
The  more  we  enjoy  of  thefe,  the  more  we 
may;  our  inclination,  capacity  and  ability 
for  them,  continually  increafing. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  thofe  objedts,  which 
engage  the  fenfual  inclinations,  that  the  pof- 
feffion  of  them  By  fome  neceflarily  excludes 
others.  What  is  confumed  in  gratifying  the 
palate,  is  loft  to  every  one  but  the  confumer. 
The  fire  that  warms,  the  clothes  that  cover 
and  adorn  one  perfon,  do  not  warm  and 

cover 


*Ihe  Goodnefi  of  cur  Cr  eater  ilvji }  rated.   131 

cover  another.  And  as  for  other  fenfual  in- 
dulgences, if  we  would  derive  much  plea- 
Aire  from  them,  the  objects  muft  be  appro- 
priated to  ourfelves,  exclufive  of  others.  As 
a  confequence,  perfons  who  feek  their  hap- 
pinefs  in  multiplying  indulgences  of  this  fort, 
grow  felfifb,  uncommunicative,  and  often 
fraudulent  and  injurious,  that  they  may 
grafp  more  of  the  materials  for  thefe.  And 
a  great  part  of  the  quarrels,  injuftice,  op- 
preflion  and  violence,  which  difturb  fociety, 
fprings  from  hence.  Does  it  not  then  ma- 
nife/i  the  wife  benevolence  of  our  Creator, 
that  having  to  determine  men  to  preferve 
the  animal  life,  and  continue  the  fpecies, 
annexed  pleafure  to  the  proper  adtions  in  a 
certain  degree :  he  has  by  our  conftitution 
very  much  limited  thefe  pleafures  in  time 
and  degree  *  to  prevent  perfons  from  feeking 
their  happinefs  in  thefe,  with  the  negledl  of 
the  better  pleafures,  which  arife  from  im- 
proving their  minds,  from  gratifying  the  ge- 
*  nerous  affedtions  of  their  nature,  and  from 
doing  good  abundantly. 

We  fee  numbers,  who  in  fpite  of  the  dif- 

gufts,  ficknefles,  pains,  and  other  inconve- 

K  %  niencies, 
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niencies,  which  attend  exceffive  indulgen- 
ces to  the  fenfual  appetites,  yet  daily  exceed 
in  thefe  j  negle&ing  for  them  the  fatisfac- 
tions  of  truth  and  goodncfs,  and  becoming 
injurious  to  their  neighbours.  How  necef- 
fary  then,  as  well  as  kind,  is  this  law,  which, 
while  it  limits  thefelfifh  gratifications,  opens 
to  us  an  unbounded  field  for  cultivating  and 
enjoying  pleafures  of  a  more  excellent  na- 
ture, and  of  a  benevolent  tendency  ? 

The  fatisfa&ions  of  knowledge,  friend- 
fhip,  beneficence,  and  devotion,  have  a  kind 
of  infinity  belonging  to  them.  The  more 
they  are  enjoyed,  the  more  they  may  be ; 
the  more  our  capacities  and  relifli  of  thefe 
increafe,  the  objedts  of  them  alfo  multiply 
around  us,  and  our  ability  to  procure  and 
enjoy  them  is  enlarged.  And  the  more  of 
thefe  we  enjoy,  the  more  alfo  others  gain  ; 
we  a&ually  communicate  the  more  good, 
or  become  able  and  difpofed  to  communi- 
cate it.  For  the  larger  the  number  is  of* 
the  truths  we  have  difcovered,  the  more  the 
reafoning  faculty  is  improved,  and  the  more 
truths  wc  are  qualified  to  difcover  ourfelves, 
and  communicate  to  others.  The  more  be- 
3  nevo- 
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nevolent  anions  we  have  done,  the  raore 
we  are  inclined  to  do;  and  if  we  have  joined 
prudence  with  benevolence,  the  raore  we 
ihall  be  (till  able  to  accomplish,  by  our  in- 
creating  credit  and  influence.  The  more 
we  have  acCuftomed  ourfelves  to  contem- 
plate the  perfections  and  works  of  God, 
gratefully  to  r&olle&  and  own  his  benefits, 
and  to  adt  with  a  view  to  his  approbation ; 
the  better  difpofed  we  (hall  be  for  enjoying 
thefe  noble  fatisfa&ions. 

Let  us  therefore  do  juftice  to  the  wife 
goodhefs  of  our  Creator,  who  having  or*, 
dered  things  fo,  that  the  real  wants  of 
the  animal  part  fhould  be  comparatively 
few,  hath  put  it  into  the  power  of  all  to 
fupply  thefe,  by  a  moderate  induftry  and 
Ikill  5  or  when  perfons  are  difablcd  for  this, 
hath  made  it  eafy  to  procure  the  fupply  of 
thefe  few  wants,  from  the  natural  compaf- 
fion  of  mankind.  Who  alfo  by  the  evils, 
Vhich  are  clofely  connected  with  excefs  in 
thofe  animal  indulgences,  that  render  the 
heart  tefs  open  to  the  calls  of  benevolence, 
or  tempt  perfons  to  become  injurious,  hath 
done  what  was  becoming  a  prudent  Father 
K  3  nnd_ 
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and  Governor,  to  ftop  their  foolifh  purfuk 
of  happinefs  in  this  road,  and  to  determine 
them  to  feck  it  in  actions  and  enjoyments, 
which  are  not  only  confident  with  the  good 
of  others,  but  diredtly fubferoUnt  to  it;  and 
which  at  the  fame  time  enoble  the  mind 
that  prefers  them,  and  naturally  prepare  it 
for  the  compieat  felicity  of  the  next  and 
more  exalted  ftate. 

IV.  The  law  of  infancy  and  childhood,  or 
that  conflitution  of  our  nature,  which  makes 
us  fo  long  unable  to  a£t  and  provide  for  our- 
felvcs,  and  fo  long  dependent  on  the  kind* 
nefs  and  afiiftance  of  others. — This,  though 
it  hath  been  urged  as  an  objedtion  againft 
the  wifdom  or  goodnefs  of  the  Creator,  is 
really  an  admirable  inftance  of  both.  We 
fee  other  animals  able  much  fooner  to  fhift 
for  themfelves,  than  the  human  offspring. 
They  attain  early  to  the  vigorous  exercife  of 
their  adtive  powers,  and  are  cloathed  by  the 
immediate  care  of  the  Creator ;  who  alfo  by* 
an  unerring  inftindt  guides  them  to  their 
proper  food,  and  inftrufts  them  in  the  ne- 
ceflary  arts  of  defence  and  fecurity  j  fo  that 
they  can  foon  fhift  for  themfelves,  and  *afe 

their 
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their  parents  of  all  care  on  their  account. 
Whereas  both  the  mental  and  bodily  powers 
of  the  human  offspring  grow,  improve,  and 
exert  themfelves  Jhwly.  For  years  we  do 
little  more  than  exercife  the  cafe,  tendcrnefs, 
and  patience  of  others.  Yet  when  we  have 
considered,  that  our  Maker  defigned  our 
acquijitions  and  improvements  fhould  be  pro- 
perly cur  own,  that  we  might  be  the  happier 

in  them and  that  we  fhould  live  in  fo* 

tietjy  and  cultivate  the  fatisfadtions  of  mo- 
de Qy,  gratitude,  humanity,  compaffion* 
friendship,  and  generous  kindnefs :  we  (hall 
difcern  this  conftitution  to  be  moft  wife  aod 
good. 

Our  Jki 7/  and  abilities  for  the  prefervatioo, 
fupport  and  conduit  of  life,  were  to  be  in  a 
great  degree  our  own  acquifitions%  that  wc 
might  feel  higher  fatisfa&ion  in  the  confei- 
oufnefs  of  fuch  improvements,  and  in  the 
fruits  of  them,  and  in  becoming  thus  ap- 
proved by  our  Maker.  We  are  not  there-* 
fore  conducted  by  an  infallible  inftind,  but 
are  left  to  experience  and  obfervation,  aflifted 
by  the  care  and  inftru&ions  of  the  more  pru- 
dent and  experienced,  to  discover  what  upon 
K  4  the 
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the  whole  will  prove  beneficial  or  injurious, 
what  is  to  be  done  and  what  avoided.  This 
is  ntcefiarily  the  work  of  time,  and  we  ad- 
vance (lowly  to  the  juft  ancj  vigorous  excr- 
cife  of  our  rational  faculties.  But  every  ad- 
vance is  an  improvement  of  our  own,  and 
naturally  firengthens  and  enlarges  the  facul- 
ties we  thus  exert,  and  qualifies  us  for  higher 
improvements.  It  is  otherwife  with  the 
brutes,  who  guided  wholly  by  a  wifdom  not 
their  own,  make  no  improvements,  or  none 
confiderable ;  being  confined  within  a  narrow 
circle,  common  to  the  whole  fpecies.  Thij 
being  then  a  wife  appointment,  that  our  rea- 
fon  fhould  from  low  beginnings  gradually 
rife  to  ftrength  and  maturity,  it  was  evi- 
dently appointed  with  great  forefight  and 
kindnefs,  that  our  bodily  and  aSlive  powers 
(hould  grow  up  zsjlowfy  to  ftrength  and 
agility. 

Confidcr,  Sirs,  what  would  be  the  confe- 
quences  to  ah  infant,  if  with  the  ignorance 
and  inexperience  of  a  child,  he  {hould  find 
himfelf  pofleft  of  the  adtivity  and  ftrength 
of  a  man.  Would  not  his  neceflary  igno- 
rance of  the  good  or  evil  of  things,  either 
'  natural 
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natural  or  moral,  in  conjun&ion  with  a  rcft- 
icfs  activity,  foon  betray  him  into  ruin  ? 
How  ihall  he  be  kept  from  running  into 
the  fire  or  the  water,  or  from  leaping,  out 
of  a  window,  from  eating  or  drinking  things 
hurtful,  or  from  doing  all  kinds  of  mifchief 
to  others?  He  hath  no  knowledge  of  his 
own  to  guide  him,  and  no  reverence  for 
parents,  founded  in  a  long  experience  of 
their  prudence ,  and  Sgpdernefs,  to  difpofe 
him  to  be  fubmifiive  to  their  guidance  and 
reftraints.  In  (hort,  it  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
ceive, or  enumerate  the  mifcbiefs  to  them- 
felves  and  to  others,  that  muft  be  expe&ed 
from  a  number  of  fuch  young  creatures, 
poffeft  of  ftrength  and  adtivity,  excited  by 
eager  appetites,  deftitute  of  inftind  or  rea- 
fon  to  guide  them,  and  of  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil,  natural  or  moral.  By  a 
divine  wifdom  therefore  hath  it  been  or- 
dered, that  our  powers  of  motion  and  adtion, 
and  the  ftrength  of  our  todies,  (hould  keep 
a  proportion  in  the  Jkmnefs  of  their  growth, 
to  the  growth  and  improvement  of  pur  rea- 
ion;  and  that  we  £bould  be  deftitute  of 
power,  until  we  had  /kill  to  direft  the  appli- 
cation of  it. 

The 
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The  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  caufing  chil- 
dren to  be  fo  long,  and  fo  greatly  dependent 
qb  the  care  and  affeBion  of  others,  will  alfo 
be  confpicuous  to  an  attentive  obferver.  The 
beft  pleafures  of  the  human  heart  are  pro- 
duced by  the  prevalence  of  the  fecial  and 
generous  affe&ions  within  it ;  and  a  principal 
part  of  our  enjoyments,  when  we  are  grown 
up  and  engaged  in  ibciety,  are  derived  from 
others  exercifing  thefe  kind  affedions  to- 
wards us.  Throughout  life  we  are  greatly 
dependent  upon  others,  and  moft  of  the 
evils  which  invade  us  from  abroad,  are  caufed 
by  the  felfith  and  fenfual  paflions,  prevailing 
in  others  over  the  benevolent.  Did  not  our 
Creator  then  well  provide  for  enlarging  and 
ftrcngthening  the  tender  and  focial  affections, 
by  caufing  children  fo  long  to  exercife  and 
increafe  thefe  in  parents,  and  in  others  who 
have  the  care  of  them?  While  the  weightieft 
cares  and  labours  of  parents,  are  converted 
into  fomc  of  the  moft  afFedting  pleafures,  by 
their  ftrong  inftin£iife  affe&ion  to  their  off- 
fpring.  Parents  and  others,  who  take  a  part 
in  their  kind  offices,  are  alfo  by  thefe  repeat- 
ed svfts  of  difinterefted  kindnefs  and  tender 
compaffion  to  children,  difpofed  to  exert  the 

fame 
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fame  generous  and  ufcful  affe&tons  towards 
other  perfons,  as  occafion  requires  j  and  thus 
greatly  to  promote  their  good,  while  they 
themfelves  become  ftill  happier  in  cohfcious 
goodnefs. 

And  if  the  effefts  of  this  difciplinc  on  the 
minds  of  children  are  cohfidered,    we  fhall 
find  them  equally,    if  not  more  leneficiah 
Their  being  accuftomed  to  depend  fo  Jong 
upon  the  care  and  guidance  of  others,  and 
having  been  obliged  to  them  for  fo  man/ 
kind  offices,  have  a  natural  and  ftrong  ten- 
dency to  form  them  to  modify \  reverence  for 
fuperiors,  gratitude,  a  tender  fenpbiJity  to  the 
wants  and  fufferings  of  others,  and  to  a  deep 
<onvi&ion>  founded  in  their  own  long  and 
happy  experience,  of  the  worth  and  loveli- 
nrfs  of  a  compaffionate  and  generous  difpofi- 
tion.     And  this  will  prompt  and  qualify 
them  to  aft  a  tender,  generous,  modeft  and 
obliging  part;  to  become  extenfive  bleflings, 
and  render  themfelves  greatly  happy  in  the 
divine  fatisfaftions  of  a  companionate  and 
benevolent  heart.     Do  we  not  fee,  that  not- 
withftanding  this  difcipline,  too  many  fuffer 
the«felfifh  and  fenfual  paflions  to  prevail, 
2  and 
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and  contract  gradually  not  only  a  fordid  and 
unfeeling,  b«  a  cruel  and  oppreflive  difpo- 
fition.  What  may  we  then  imagine  would 
have  been  the  confoquence,  if  thofe  eager 
appetites  and  inclinations,  which  are  necef- 
fary  to  engage  us  in  preferving  the  animal 
life,  and  which  excite  us  to  fecure  private 
intereft  and  good,  had  not  been  thus  bal- 
lanced  by  the  additional  ftrength,  which  the 
moral  fenfe  and  benevolent  afFedtions  of  pa- 
rents and  children,  gain,  from  this  long  ex- 
ercije  of  them  by  the  one,  and  the  long  ex- 
perience of  the  ufefulnefs  and  amiablenefs  of 
them  by  the  other. 

V.  Another  law  of  our  nature  is  the  law 
pf  dependence  and  fociablenefs ;  by  virtue  of 
which  a  man  bed  ferves  his  own  intereft  in 
doing  the  mod  good  to  others.  By  this 
law  is  not  meant  either  our  moral  fenfe  or 
benevolent  affe&ions,  which  difpofe  us  to 
delight  in  fociety  and  beneficence,  for  thefe 
have  been  taken  notice  of  before ;  but  our 
various  natural  wants,  which  cannot  be  fo 
well  fupplied  without  the  kindnefs  of  others, 
apd  the  limited  nature  of  our  geniufes  and 
flftive  powers.      To  this  'tis  owing,  jhat 

though 
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though  qualified  to  perform  many  things 
beneficial  for  ourfelves  or  others  ;  we  are  yet 
Ids  ready  and  able  for  many  other  ufeful 
produ&ions,  and  are  therefore  oWiged  to  be 
dependent  on  the  affiftance  of  others,  and 
excited  to  deferve  and  obtain  it  by  mutual 
kindnefs  and  good  offices.     The  body  po- 
litic (as  the  Apoftle  obferves,  1  Corinthians 
xii.  14 — .)  is  not  all  eye,  all  band,  or  all 
foot  5  nor  can  the  eye  fay  to  the  hand  or  foot, 
or  thefe  to  the  eye,  I  have  no  need  of  you.  The 
hardy  and  robufi  body,  qualified  for  the  more 
fervile  and  difficult  works,  is  u&ally  joined 
to  a  head  lefs  ft  for  fpeculation,  and  there-^ 
fore  naturally  fubmits  to  be  guided  by  the 
fuperior  intelligence  of  another,  repaying  by 
his  labours  the  others  counfel  and  direction. 
While  the  head  formed  for  contemplation, 
for  difcovering  natural  or  moral  truths,  or 
embelliftiing  and  advantageoufly  reprefent- 
ing  them  to  others,  or  for  inventing  and 
improving  arts,  is  uiually  joined  to  a  body 
of  a  more  delicate  make,  and  lefs  patient  of 
laborious  employments;  or  by  giving  itfelif 
up   to  the  beloved  entertainments   of  the 
mind,  impairs  a  body  naturally  ftrong.  Thus 
the  ftudious  grow  infenfibly  unfit  for  toil, 
•  *  and 
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and  under  a  neceffity  of  being  indebted  to 
the  ftrength  of  others,  and  to  their  mutual 
advantage  repay  the  fervices  of  the  robuft, 
by  communicated  light  and  inftrudion. 

Yea,  with  regard  to  particular  arts  and 
fciences,  and  particular  manual  trade*  and 
profeffionSy  men  are  determined  to  each  by  a 
peculiar  genius,  which  makes  them  lefs  in- 
clined to  any  other,  and  would  render  them 
lefs  expert  in  it.  An  univerfal  knowledge, 
and  a  correfpondent  dexterity  and  ability  for 
execution,  not  meeting  in  one  perfon,  no 
one  can  pretend  to  tefelf-fufficient,  or  with 
reafon  to  difregard  others,  or  a6t  as  inde- 
pendent. There  is  befide  fo  great  a  quan- 
tity of  time  and  labour  requifite  for  contriv- 
ing, forming,  or  procuring  the  feveral  in- 
ftruments,  productions  and  materials,  necef- 
lary  to  the  tolerable  enjoyment  of  life,  that 
neither  the  age,  or  abilities  of  any  one  man, 
are  equal  to  the  attempt  of  living  indepen- 
dent upon  others.  Thus  mutual  dependence 
ftrongly  concurs  with  natural  benevolence 
and  fympathy,  to  difpofe  men  to  be  mu» 
tually  kind,  condefcending  and  helpful;  a 
temper  which  gives  every  private  bofom 

moft 
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10ft  fatisfa&ion,   and  moft  promotes  die 
eneral  good. 

By  each  perfon's  purfuing  his  proper  ge- 
ius,  and  exerting  himfelf  in  that  way  of 
fe  for  which  he  is  peculiarly  formed, 
"eater  improvements  are  alfo  made  in  know- 
dge,  more  valuable  arts  are  invented  or 
irried  towards  perfection,  and  many  more 
feful  inftruments  or  productions  are  formed, 
ian  could  have  been,  had  every  one  been 
>ike  qualified  for  every  employment,  and 
nder  continual  diftraftions  applied  himfelf 
>  every  thing.  The  philofopher,  the  di- 
ine,  the  phylician,  the  ruler,  the  judge, 
r  the  general ;  and  the  merchant,  the  arti- 
cer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  hufbandman, 
re  not  only  thus  linked  to  each  other  by 
lutual  wants,  fervices,  and  dependencies; 
ut  mankind  are  in  poflefiion  of  more  na- 
aral,  religious,  political,  and  military  know- 
:dge,  of  more  fertile  trails  of  land,  and  of 
lore  arts  and  productions  for  the  conveni* 
nee  and  ornament  of  life,  than  they  could 
tave  had,  if  all  men  had  been  formed  with 
;eniufes  alike  qualifying  them  for  every  ind- 
ention and  operation. 

This 
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This  great  inconvenience  would  alfo  have 
attended  this  fuppofed  (late  of  things,  that 
every  one  would  have  thought  himfelf  above 
the  meaner^  hut  necejfary  labours  and  offices 
of  life.  While  all  would  be  philofophers, 
all  muft  ftarve ;  or  all  alike  fubmitting  to 
neceffary  and  continual  labours,  be  ail  de- 
prived of  time  and  advantages  for  improving 
a  genius  for  ftudy  and  knowledge.  Whereas 
now,  while  the  more;  thinking,  improved 
and  exalted  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  want 
and  receive  the  affiftance  and  labours  of  the 
meaner  and  lefs  ftudious,  for  fupplying  them 
with  meat,  drink,  clothes,  houfes,  furni- 
ture, the  conveniences  and  the  ornaments 
of  life ;  the  poor  and  laborious  want  the 
fuperior  knowledge  of  the  others,  to  in- 
ftrudt  and  entertain  them  with  new  and  inr- 
portant  truths,  to  form  them  to  a  religious 
and  virtuous  character,  to  prefcrve  or  re- 
ftore  their  health,  to  guard  their  properties, 
render  commerce  fecure  and  advantageous, 
or  improve  the  feveral  arts  and  manufac- 
tures by  new  inventions.  All  thus  needing 
mutual  help  and  friendly  communications, 
and  experiencing  the  benefit  of  them,  all 
are  more  powerfully  excited  to  that  mutual 

kind* 
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kindirefs  and  beneficence,  which  make  fo- 
cieties  flourishing,  every  private  bofom  hap- 
py,  and  all  more  pleating  to  a  God  of  in- 
finite benevolence,  and  more  meet  for  his 
peculiar  favour,  and  for  the  nobler  felicity 
of  that  ftate,  where  charity  and  generous 
love  wiH  be  in  perfection. 

-  VL  Finally,  the  law  of  pain,  by  which 
we  are  ftrongly  excited  to  attend  to  thofe 
diforderSr  of  our  bodies,  and  to  remedy  them ; 
which  neglected,  would  prove  fatal  to  our 
-adlivity,  reafbn  or  life— —although  to  the 
incorifidefatt  this  may  appear  an  objection 
againft  the  kindnefs  of  our  Maker,  it  is  in 
reality  a  proof  of  a  wife  benevolence.  When 
every  part  of  the  body  is  in  that  ftate,  which 
.renders  it  moji  ufeful  to  the  mind,  mojt  ft 
for  aftton  and  enjoyment,  and  befi  difpofed  to 
continue  fo,  we  feel  no  pain.  Health,  which 
is  this  moft  ufeful,  is  alfo  the  molt  pleafant 
ftate,  and  is  the  natural  reward  of  a  due  re- 
gulation of  our  appetites  and  paffions,  of 
ufing  temperately  the  divine  bounties,  and 
induftrioufly  difcharging  our  various  offices. 
There  is  no  law  eftablifhed  by  our  Creator 
for  giving  pain  to  animal  beings,  when  they 
L  are 
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are  in  a  right  fiate ;  when  regularly  exerting 
their  powers,  and  with  moderation  enjoying 
their  proper  pleafures.  Pain  is  not  there- 
fore infli&ed  for  its  own  fake,  nor  is  it  the 
appointment  of  a  malevolent  being,  who 
delights  in  our  mifery.  On  the  contrary^ 
this,  and  all  the  other  general  laws  of  na- 
ture, are  manifeftly  defigned  for  the  good 
of  the  creation ;  and  ftanding  demonftra- 
tions  through  all  ages  of  his  benevolence 
who  constituted  them.  Pain  and  other  na- 
tural evils  are  produced  by  caufes  either  ac- 
cidentally, or  through  our  fault  eroding 
thefe  general  lawsj  and  we  may  make  a 
good  moral  ufe  of  thefe  effects.  It  is  there- 
fore upon  the  whole  beft  that  they  fhould 
be  permitted,  for  exercifing  our  prudence, 
quickening  our  attention  to  our  welfare,  or 
correcting  our  indolence  and  excefles. 

Thus  when  perfons  exceed  in  eating  or 
drinking,  for  the  fake  of  what  pleafure  re- 
mains after  nature's  wants  are  fatisfied  $  or 
when  to  gratify  a  Jlotbful  or  tbougbtlefs  hu- 
mour, they  refufe  neceflary  and  ufeful  ac- 
tion and  excrcife,  the  folid  parts  of  the 
body  are  weakened,  the  blood  grows  Jefs 

fit 
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circulation,   and  for  going  through 
sral  fecretions,  for  fupplying  the  va- 
rices and  nourifhmcnt  to  every  part- 
nfequence  of  this,    obftrudions  are 
1  in  the  finer  vcflels,  which,  if  they 
t  removed  in  time*  will  produce  an 
:y  for  a&ion,  or  for  regular  thinking, 
imaturc  death.    This  being  the  cafe, 
fe  and  kind  Creator  gives  us  by  pain 
1  and  affeSling  notice,  when  any  part 
s  difordered  or  obftruded,    that  we 
remedy  the  diforder,  remove  the  ob- 
on,   ceafe  the    irregular  indulgences 

caufed  it,  and  by  proper  medicine* 
md  exercife,  recover  a  found  (late, 
pain,  though  a  difagreeable,  appear* 
a  neceflary  and  ufeful  monitor ;  pre- 
g  in  thofe  who  in  time  attend  to  itr 
med  ficknefs  and  impotence  of  body 
rind,  and  hafty  death. 

>uld  any  fuggeft,  that  our  Maker 
:  in  a  lefs  troublefbme  way  have  in- 
ed  us,  when  any  part  of  our  nice  and 
Heated  frame  was  difordered— — let  us 
i9  how  ineffectual  we  every  day  fee  the 
L  2  remon* 
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remonftrances  of  reafon  prove,  with  re- 
gard to  indulgences  certainly  deftru&ive  to 
health,  when  there  is  prefent  plcafure  to 
tempt  men,  and  no  prefent  violent  pain  to 
reftrain  them.  The  gradual  decay  of  their 
reafon  and  ftrength  will  not  convince  drunk- 
ards of  the  evil  of  intemperance,  and  rouze 
them  to  recover  health  and  vigour  by  tem- 
perance ;  who  yet  by  the  burning  pain  of  a 
fever  >  or  the  torture  of  the  gout,  are  con- 
vinced of  the  value  of  health,  and  of  the 
obligations  of  temperance,  and  determined 
to  regard  them.  And  where  perfons  are 
not  flaves  to  appetite,  a  variety  of  other 
pleafures,  cares  or  improvements,  engaging 
their  attention,  would  hinder  the  moft  from 
minding  the  health  and  vigor  of  their  bo- 
dies, until  their  diforders  became  defperate 
and  introduced  death  $  did  not  a  wife  God 
by  pain  ftrongly  admonifh  them,  that  their 
bodies  were  difordered,  and  determine  them 
to  take  a  timely  care  of  their  health.  Not 
to  add,  that  the  moral  utility  of  pain,  in 
rendering  us  lefs  fond  of  fenfual  pleafures, 
of  the  gratifications  of  a  vain  imagination, 
and  a  worldly  felicity,  and  powerfully  di- 
verting 
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verting  our  concern  to  the  improvement  of 
our  minds,  to  the  pleafing  God,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  intejefts  of  our  inqmortal  exiftence, 
wherein  pain  and  ficknefs  will  be  unknown; 
thus  producing  that  ferious  thoughtfulnefs, 
that  command  of  our  inclinations,  and  pre- 
ference of  virtuous  pleafures,  on  which  not 
only  the  beft  enjoyments  of  this  life,  but  our 

happinefs  to  eternity  depend that  this 

proves  the  great  kindnefs,  as  well  as  wifdom 
of  our  Maker,  even  when  he  exercifes  us 
with  this  difagreeable,  but  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceffary  discipline. 

Thefe  thoughts  are  juft  hinted  here,  fince 
there  will  be  occafion  more  fully  to  illuf- 
trate  them;  when  the  objection  drawn 
from  natural  evil  againft  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  will  be  diftin&ly  confidered  and  an- 
fwered. 

As  a  conclufion  of  the  prefent  proof  of 
our  Maker's  benevolence,  let  me  obferve; 
that  fince  thefe  Jlanding  and  univerfal  laws 
of  the  human  conftitution,  are  in  their  ma- 
pifeft  tendency  and  natural  effetfs  produc 
L  3  tivc 
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tire  to  us  of  fo  much  good,  they  are  a  de? 
monftration  that  the  God  of  nature  is  uni* 
wrfally  and  cenjiantly  benevolent,  and  in  a 
high  degree  >,  having  fo  well  contrived  and 
fuited  the  frame  of  all  mankind,  in  all  ages, 
to  their  improvement  in  virtue  and  happi- 
nefs.  It  is  alfo  from  hence  apparent,  that 
God  in  no  refped  means  us  ill,  and  that  the 
evils  of  which  we  complain,  are  to  be 
afcribed  to  our  negleQing  or  violating  thofe 
beneficial  laws,  which  his  wifdom  had 
eftablifhed,  and  not  unto  any  appointment 
of  his,  the  original  defign  and  natural  pfr 
fed:  of  which  were  evil.  And  where  our 
Offerings  are  not  owing  to  our  negledfc  or 
violation  of  the  divine  confutations,  they 
arife  from  occafional  interferings  or  croffings 
of  fome  laws,  in  their  general  tendency  moft 
beneficial.  And  eyen  thefe  inconveniencies 
may  be  fo  managed  by  us,  as  to  become 
fubfervient  to  our  greater  moral  improve- 
ment, and  confequently  to  our  higher  per- 
fcdlion  and  happinefs  for  ever. 

This  then  is  a  rational  and  juft  conclu- 
sion, $at  thp  Father  of  oprjpirits  and  For- 
mer 
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mer  of  our  bodies,  who  for  wife  purpofcs 
hath  conjoined  them  in  a  myfterious  union, 
and  by  our  conftitution  fubjeded  us  to  fuch 
regulations,  effedts  and  confequences,  is 
really  benevolent,  conftantly  and  infinitely  be- 
nevolent. That  all  bis  works,  man  efpeci- 
ally,  as  far  as  they  are  bis  works,  are  very 
good ;  that  his  goodnefs  endures  through- 
out all  generations,  and  his  praife  therefore 
fliould  always  endure. 
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SERM  OK     VI. 

1  The  Goodnefs  of  Diviie  Providence, 
to  Mankind  -in  particular. 

* 


Matthew  v.  45. 
.He  maketb  his  fun  to  fife  on  the  evil  and  on 
the  good-,  and  fendtb  rain  on  the  juji  and 
on  the  unjuft. 

IN  thefe  words,  our  divine  Mafter  pro- 
pounds to  the  imitation  of  his  difciples 
the  goodnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father,  mani- 
fefted  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence.  He 
not  only  formed  mankind,  and  placed  them 
upo/n  this  earth,  which  he  had  moft  wifely 
'  and  bountifully  prepared  and  furnifhed  for 
their  habitation,  but  with  a  benignity  fupe- 
rior  to  their  ingratitude  and  ill  defert,  pre- 
serves them  in  a  capacity  of  enjoying  his 
bounties,  and  continues  the  healthfulnefs 
and  fertility  of  the  world  on  which  they 

4  live. 
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live.  With  tlefe  words  therefore  we  begin 
our  illuftratien  and  proof  of*  the  goodnefs  of 
God  zspre/erjer.  The  goodnefs  of  Divine 
providence  ovc  mankind,  both  natural  and 
moral y  we  (hal  now  endeavour  to  evince ; 
introducing  the  proof  with  the  mention  of 
his  univerjal  beievolence,  in  preferving  the 
whole  animal  cration. 

The  producing  one  creature  capable  of 
enjoying  good,  on  purpofe  that  he  might 
enjoy  it,  is  a  proof  <£  goodnefs,  or  kind  in- 
tention in  the  Creator.  The  benevolence 
which  produces  an  infinite  variety  of  thefe, 
muft  be  confcffed  equal  to  the  effcft  pro- 
duced, that  is  infinite.  Such  alfo  muft  we 
acknowledge  the  Benevolence,  which  pre- 
ferves  to  all  thefe  the  capacities  for  enjoying 
good,  and  which  minifters  the  proper  fup- 
plies ;  upholding  all  in  life  and  vigour,  con- 
tinuing the  order,  beauty  and  fertility  of  the 
world,  and  its  fubfervience  to  the  well  being 
of  the  numberlefs  living  creatures,  which 
the  univerfal  Creator  hath  placed  upon  it. 
Should  the  great  Firft  Caufe  ceafe  his  influ- 
ence and  fupport,  mankind  and  all  other 
living  creatures  would  link  into  the  duft. 

The 
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The  Continual  dire&ion  of  infinite  wifdom, 
and  the  exertion  of  equal  power,  are  evi- 
dently required,  to  maintain  in  regular  ac- 
tion fuch  an  infinite  variety  of  fine  machines, 
as  are  the  bodies  of  all  living  creatures ;  to 
continue  the  circulation  of  the  blood  and 
other  fluids,  and  the  fecretion  of  the  feveral 
juices  and  fpirits,  and  prefer??  unto  all  life, 
breath  and  potion. 

It  evidently  requires  alfo  the  conftant  ex- 
ertion of  the  fame  perfe&ions,  to  turn  round 
the  vaft  orb  of  the  fun,   and  to*  dart  his 
beams,  and  by  them  enlighten  and  warm  the 
world;  and  to  direct  and  perform  the  re- 
gular revolution  pf  this  earth,  around  the 
great  delegated  fource  of  light  and  heat— rto 
raife  the  vapours  and  fend  them  down  again 
in  dews  and  fhowers,  and  from  the  txiafs  of 
earth  to  produce  in  endlefs  fucceflion  plants, 
and  herbs,  and  trees,  to  fupply  food  for  all 
flefh.    The  numberlefs  particles  which  com- 
pofe  the  earth  and  waters,  are  in  themfelves 
motionlcfs,  being  void  of  life  and  thought, 
incapable  of  knowing  thofc  infinitely  vari- 
ous purpofes  to  which  they  are  made  fub- 
fervicnt,  or  of  purfuing  them.     It  requires 
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therefore  a  conftant  exertion  of  the  divine 
ikill  and  energy,  to  actuate,  move  and  guide 
thefe,  for  producing  continually  numbcrlefs 
effeds,  bearing  on  them  manifeft  characters 
of  wifdom  and  benevolence.  And  continu- 
ally to  exert  his  wifdom  and  power  in  infi- 
nite inftances  for  the  good  of  innumerable 
creatures,  to  preferve  their  lives  and  facul- 
ties of  adtion  and  enjoyment,  and  furnifh 
them  with  proper  good,  proves  the  Divine 
Benevolence  to  be  unchangeable  and  inex~ 
baujiibk ;  not  a  fiujh  of  good  humour  put- 
ting forth  itfelf  rarely  and  by  fits,  but  an 
ever  flowing  ftream  from  an  infinite  ocean. 

How  nobly  does  the  devout  king  cele- 
brate this  exhauftlefs  bounty,  (Pfalm  civ. 
24— >•)  <9&d  with  what  chearful  tranfports 
of  gratitud'e  feould  we  apply  our  minds  to . 
the  admiration  and  praife  of  our  gracious 
Preferver,  and  the  Pfeferver  of  every  living 
thing.  O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works! 
in  wifdom  hajl  thou  made  them  all :  the  earth 
is  full  of  thy  riches.  So  is  the  great  and  wide 
fea\  in  which  move  creatures  innumerable^ 
both  fmall  and  great.  There  is  efpecially  re- 
markable,  that  huge  leviathan^  whom  thou 
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baft  made  to  flay  therein.  Tbefe  all  wait  upon 
thee,  that  thou  mayejt  give  them  their  meat  in 
duefeafon.  Even  the- young  lions  that  roar 
after  their  prey3  feek  and  receive  their  meat 
from  God.  Thai  which  thou  givefi  them  they 
gather.  Thou  openejl  thy  band,  they  are  filled 
with  good;  thou  bidefi  thy  face,  they  ate  troub- 
led; thou  takeft  away  their  breathy  they  die 
and  return  to  their  dujt.  Thou  fendeft  forth 
tbyfpirit%  they  are  created  5  and  thou  renewejl 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

'Tis  a  grofs  miftake,  to  imagine  that  the 
world  and  the  creatures  upon  it  are  like  a 
great  engine,  which  indeed  were  at  firjl 
framed  and  fet  a-going  by  the  fkill  and  en- 
ergy of  the  Deity;  but  were  then  left  to 
themfelres,  as  not  afterwards  wanting  his 
fupport  and  direction.  The  matter  which 
:ompofes  the  world  is  dead  and  tboug&tU/s, 
md  confequently  deftitute  in  itfelf  of  all 
power  and  motion ;  and  can  no  more  con- 
tinue \t$  beautiful  form,  and  *he  infinitely 
various  and  regular  motions  of  the  parts, 
than  it  could  contrive  and  begin  them.  No 
nore  than  the  com  can  mike  itfelf  into 
:wead,  and  then  diftribute  itfelf  to  the  moft 
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neceflitous,  without  the  direction  of  a  fkilful 
handy  and  a  charitable  heart.     The  various 
animals   can   no  more  continue  their  life, 
than  they  could  give  it  themfelyes  at  firft- 
It  is  therefore  a  new  exertion  of  the  Divine 
goodnefs,    which  every  moment  preferves 
the  beauty  of  the  world,  and  the  life  and 
enjoyment  of  the  creatures  inhabiting  it;  and 
with  an  infinite  expence  fupplies  from  his 
inexhauftible  treafures  their  returning  wants. 
Should  a  perfon  maintain  out  of  a  large 
eflate  a  thoufand  indigent  people,  and  with 
unwearied  attention  and  diligence,  provide 
and  diftribute  to  them  every  day  proper  fup- 
plies ;  and  take  no  more  to  himfelf  from  this 
eflate,   than  the  fatisfadion  of  thus  com- 
municating good  to  others  %  would  not  he 
be  celebrated  as  a  noble  pattern  of  difinter- 
efted  benevolence?   And  what  (hall  we  then; 
think,  what  can  we  worthily  fay  of  that  in- 
finite Bounty,  which  fupplies  all  the  millions 
of  mankind,  and  all  the  countlefs  numbers 
of  inferior  apimals,  which  with  unabating 
bounty  hath  done  it  for  thoufands  of  years 
fince  the  creation,  and  will  do  it  until  the 
confummation  of  all  things  ? 

1  To 
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To  raife  our  gratitudes  men,  to  the  Pre- 
ferver  of  all  living  creatines*  let  us  obferve, 
that  the  continuing  infijite  numbers  of  thefe 
in  life,  and  conftantlyiupplying  them  with 
immenfe  quantities  oi  good,  are  not  only 
glorious  proofs  of  Ms  unbounded  benevo- 
lence to  tberriy  but  his  immediate  bounty  to 
them,  is  in  realky  a  verj  great  kindnefs  to 
us.    Can  the  brutes  feel  italf  the  pleafure  in 
taking  the  food  given  them  by  vhe  hand  of 
God,  as  mankind,  if  they  were  generally 
confiderate  and  benevolent,  might  *njoy  in 
beholding  innumerable  creatures  pleaAd  with 
their  existence,   in  admiring  their  various 
beauties,  their  inftintts  and  forms  fo  veil 
adapted  to  their  differing  ways  of  life,  vnd 
the  courage,   fwiftnefs,   ftrength,    fagacivy, 
and  the  like,  which  diftinguifli  the  feveni 
fpecies — and  in  adoring  the  wifdom  which 
contrived  all  thefe,  and  the  power  which 
fupports  them,    and  exulting  in  that  un- 
changeable goodnefs,  and  thofe  inexhaufti- 
blc  treafures,  by  which  they  are  conftantly 
fupplied  ? 

To  this  let  us  add,  that  if  we  confidered 
the  brutes  merely  in  their  fubfervience  to  the 
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fupport  and  pleafcre  of  our  bodily  part,  we 
mud  own  the  Ovine  Benevolence  which 
.maintains  themT  tobe  a  yet  greater  kindneis 
to  men ;  fince  according  to  a  juft  observa- 
tion of  *  Socrates,  aiimajs  are  of  more  ufe  to 
us  than  all  the  plants  and  trees.  Their 
.ftrength  eafes  our.kbouis,  and  minifters  to 
our  pleafure ;  and-being  joined  in  many  of 
;them  with  courage  and  fidelity,,  fharcs  our 
dangers,  **d  bears  us  through  them.  Their 
milk  anc5  their  flefli  yield  us  the  moft  agree- 
able ard  ftrengthening  food,  their  fleeces, 
hair  aid  other  fpoils,  cloath  and  adorn  usi; 
and  though  numbers  of  them  in  ftrength 
exceed  mankind,  yet  they  readily  fubmit  to 
tb  diredtion  of  a  child.  Such  alfo  is  the 
general  benevolence  of  the  Creator,  that 
while  they  miniftcr  to  us,  they  ferve  them- 
felvcs  j  the  rcafon  and  ftrength  of  mankind 
being  employed  to  guard  and  provide  for 
them,  in  return  for  the  benefits  which  men 
receive  from  their  fubjedtion. 

In  continuing  and  prefer  ving  the  human 
race,  the  Divine  Providence  makes  ufe  of 
parents  as  fubordinat?  inftruments.     And  is 

*  Vide  Xcnoph.  dc  Mcmor.  Socr.  1.  4.  c.  3.  f.  16. 
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tbt  Divine  Philanthropy  vifible,  in  the 
Ig  mutpal  paffion  in  the  fcxcs,  improve- 
into  a  virtuous  friend  (hip  and  its  fatis- 
oro,  and  in  the  tender  aficdion  which 
bath  planted  in  their  bofoms  to  their 
tiefs  and  indigent  offspring,  which  fo 
ibiy  prompts  the  jtarents  to  guard  and 
Ay  them ;  and  which  not  only  renders 
follicitude,  labours  and  expences  necef- 
for  this  purpofe  tolerable,  but  converts 
n  into  fome  of  the  moft  valuable  plea- 
8  -of  life.  And  as  the  benefits  derived 
n  parents,  are  the  gifts  of  God  at  fe- 
i  hand,  fo  the  good  things  which  are 
fruits  of  our  own  fkill  and  induftrv, 
in  reality  the  bleffirtgs  of  his  goodnefs. 
onr  intelligent  and  aOne  powers  were 
rft  given,  and  are  continually  preferved 
3od;  and  the  various  materials  on  which 
employ  them  for  our  advantage,  are  alio 
gifts,  and  his  hlejfing  afcertaths  our  fuc- 
Thus  the  goodnefs  of  the  Divine  pro- 
nee  gives  to  the  hufbandman  the  food, 
ch  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  labour;  firtce 
ftrength  and  his  fkill  are  from  God,  who 
js  him  the  earth  which  he  manures,  and 
tinues  it  fertile,  warming  and  warering 
M  i: 
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it  from  heaven,  caufing  the  grafs  and  corn 
to  fpring,  and  bringing  them  to  maturity. 

Again,  to  preferve  mankind,  is  not  mere- 
ly to  preferve  a  race  of  beings  capable  of 
animal  gratifications,  but  countlefs  numbers 
of  rational  beings.  In  regard  to  every  fingle 
perfon,  to  maintain  him  a  rational  agent,  to 
preferve  reafin  up*>n  the  throne \  and  the 
imagination  in  due  fubje&ion ;  to  continue 
memory,  and  caufe  ideas  and  thoughts  to  re- 
turn in  a  ftated  order  ■  this  as  much  re- 
quires the  continual  kind  di red: ion  of  the 
divine  Wifdom,  as  the  continuing  the  regu- 
lar flow  of  the  blood,  and  of  the  other 
fluids.  While  therefore  we  feel  ourfclves 
to  be  rational,  and  enjoy  the  pleafures  and 
advantages  of  a  found  mind,  and  fee  millions 
around  us  thus  favoured,  muft  we  not  own 
with  gratitude,  the  kind  unwearied  attention 
of  the  Deity;  unto  whom  we  owe  all  the 
good  ari/ing  from  the  cxercife  of  our  ra- 
tional powers,  and  are  obliged  fur  all  the 
greater  good  which  would  arife  to  mankind, 
did  they  properly  cultivate  and  exert  thefe 
powers?  The  extinction  of  the  fun  would 
not  be  more  certainly  followed  with  univer- 
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fal  darknefs  and.confufion  in  the  material 
fyftem,  than  a  cejfation  of  divine  influences  on 
the  rational  world,  would  be  followed  with 
like  darknefs  and  confufion  in  every  human 
mind. 

From  hence  let  ,ou;  thoughts  afcend,  and 
obferve  the  kindnefs  of  divine  providence  to 
mankind  as  moral  agents,  who  can.  cjeferve 
well  or  ill,  and  may  be  trained  to  a  ftate 
of  evidence  greatly  fuperior  to  the  prefent, 
in  perfe<9tion,  duration,  and  felicity.  Our 
apprehtnfions  o£  the  diviqe  benignity  may 
become  more  diftinft,  and  our  convi&ions 
ftronger,  if  we  view  it  as  cxercifed  in  com- 
Jmon  to  all  men,  or  as  extending,  according 
to  oui*  Lord's  reprefentation  in  the  text,  to 
the  ungrateful  and  wicked,  who  deferve  evil. 

I.  Let  us  employ  a  few  thoughts  on  the 
common  goodnefs  of  divine  providence  to  man- 
kind, as  moral  agents.     And  let  us  keep  in 
mind  that  we  are  now  confidering  men,  not 
merely  as  percipient  beings,  capable  of  plca- 
.  fure  or  pain,  but  as  rational  and  fret  crea- 
.  tures,  capable  of  difcerning  a  redtitude,  worth 
and  beauty  in  fome  actions  and  difpofitions, 
M  a  and 
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and  a  wrong,  a  bafenefs  and  odioufnefs  in 
others,  and  of  chufing  and  pradtifing  the 
ri^ht  adtions,  iand  of  cultivating  the  worthy 
and  amiable  chat  after  5  and  of  thus  enjoy- 
ing the  fatisfadtions  of  confeious  integrity 
and  goodnefs,  and  of  riling  to  the  deftined 
Rewards  of  thefc  in  fome  future  flate  j  and 
16  that  perfedtion  of  nature  and  of  happi- 
nefs for  which  they  prepare  us  -or  in 
"danger  by  preferring  animal  indigences  to 
the  fatisfadtions  of  virtue*  of  linking  to  in- 
cureable  vice  and  titter  deftrudtion.  As 
from  the  right  temper  and  conduft  arifes 
the  moft  valuable  happinefs  of  man,  and 
from  the  morally  evil  his  grcateft  tnifery  ; 
we  are  to  eftimate  the  krndnefs  of  the  di- 
vine providence  by  the  aptitude  of  the  ftate 
and  circumftances  wherein  We  are  placed, 
to  excite  and  form  men  to  virtue,  and  thus 
prepare  them  for  happinefs ;  to  guard  them 
againft  vice,  or  to  reclaim  them  when  cor- 
rupted. 

'Tis  certain  the  providence  of  God,  if  he 
faw  it  beft,  could  by  a  conftant  and  irrefift- 
ible  influence  determine  men  to  pradtife  ac- 
tions in  themfelves  good;    and  by  a  like 
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powerful  influence  re  ft  rain  them  from  all 
wicked  aft  ions:  but  his  wife  goodnefs  fees 
this  not  to  be  beft.  It  would  violate  the 
freedom  of  choice  which  he  had  given 
them,  and  incapacitate  them  for  all  the 
worth  of  a  voluntary  and  approved  obedi- 
ence, for  all  the  Satisfactions  of  confcious 
virtue,  and  for  the  divine  complacency  in 
this  life,  and  rewards  in  the  next.  We  are 
therefore  to  expcdfc  from  the  benevolence  of 
our  great  Governor  only  thofe  influences, 
and  that  treatment,  which  are  agreeable  to 
his  character  of  a  moral  governor,  and  to 
our  own  chara&er  as  moral  agents.  AocJ 
when  we  view  the  difpenfations  of  God  in 
this  light,  the  following  will  appear  im- 
portant inftances  of  the  divine  philanthropy. 

1 .  The  many  good  inclinations  and  difpofi- 
tions  natural  to  man,  notwithftanding  any 
degeneracy,  which  may  have  been  gradu- 
ally introduced,  and  the  many  advantages 
for  virtue,  amid  ft:  which  they  are  born,  are 
inftances  of  the  kind  providence  of  God,  as 
the  moral  governor  of  man.  All  men  in 
fuccetTive  generations  have  not  barely  fuch 
degrees  of  rcafon  and  liberty,  as  are  necef. 
M  3  fary 
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fary  to  conftitute  them  accountable ;    but 
they  have  many  good  inclinations  and  af- 
fections,  which  ftrongly  excite  to  pradtife 
what  is  morally  good*  and  thefe  fa  deeply 
rooted  in  their  frame,  that  the  worft  men 
cannot  cafily  clear  their  minds  of  them. 
They  \izvefhame  to  reft  rain  them  from  vile 
adtions,  and  a  fenfe  of  honour  and  defire  of 
attaining  it,  to  prompt  them  to  good,  and 
reward  them  with  exquifite  pleafure  when 
they  have  praftifed  thefe.  — In  every  coun- 
try men  are  formed  to  love  others,  to  be  de- 
lighted in  their  good,  refpettful  to   their  me- 
rit* gr#teful  for  kindnefles,  tenderly  afFedted 
with  human  miferies,    and  heartily  pleafed 
when  they  can  remove  them — ; — modefty>  a 
focial  temper,  a  teachable  difpofition,  and  the 
like,  continue  to  charadterife  children,  where 
they  arc   not  fuppreft  by  a  bad  education. 
And  the  Author  of  nature  hath  made  it  fo 
much  the  interefi  of  parents,    to  cultivate 
thefe   difpofitions    in   their   children;    and 
caufed  them  in  the  courfe  of  things  to  fuf- 
fer  fo  long  and  fo  heavily,  when  they   ne- 
gledfc  to  cultivate  good  difpofitions,  and  fuf- 
fer  or  encourage  the  prevalence  of  the  con- 
trary ;  that  they  muft  go  contrary  to  nature 
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and  intercft,  when  they  do  not  cherifli  the 
good  difpofitions  of  their  children. 

It  hath  alfo  been  found  neccflary,  to  tlxe 
maintenance  and  flourishing  of  Societies,  to 
command  and  encourage  the  principal  in- 
stances of  virtue  by  laws,  and  to  forbid  and 
difg race  the  contrary.  And  when  perfons 
are  grown  up  to  rcafon,  'tis  hardly  poffible 
for  them  to  be  caft  into  any  cfrcumftances, 
in  which  their  natural  fenfe  of  the  beauty  cf 
virtue,  and  odioufnefs  of  vice  will  not  exert 
itfelf.  Are  they  praifed  or  flattered  ?  this 
fuggeita  the  worth  of  the  virtues  afcribcd  to 
them,  and  their  own  deficiencies  in  thefe. 
Are  they  reproached  ?  This  dircdlly  (hows 
them  the  bafenefs  of  the  vices  with  which 
they  are  upbraided  $  if  not  alfo  their  own 
faultinefs  in  having  indulged  to  them.  Are 
others  praifed?  How  can  they  who  hear 
it. help  afking  each  one  himfelf ;  have  I  the 
gopd  qualities  commended  ?  Are  others  re- 
proached? And  is  not  this  a  natural  reflec- 
tion; certainly  the  fame .  difpofitions  and  ac- 
tions, (hould  they  be  mine,  will  be  my  re- 
proach ?  Does  a  perfon  Juffer  by  the  ingra- 
titude, injuftice,  treachery,  or  intemperance 
M  4  of 
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of  others,  and  refcnt  it?  How  obvious  is 
the  reflection :  will  not  ingratitude  to  God, 
an  infinitely  greater  benefactor,  if  it  be  found 
in  me,  render  me  ftill  more  deferving  of 
difpleafure  and  condemnation?  Or  can  I 
think,  that  my  pra&ifing  any  of  the  other 
vices  will  render  them  lefs  odious  in  me, 
than  I  now  fee  them  to  be  in  others  ?  Are 
we  witnejjes  to  the  good  adtions  of  others  ; 
and  will  not  this  naturally  excite  either, 
fhame  or  emulation  ?  And  do  not  the  bad 
adtions  to  which  We  are  witnefTes,  and  the 
guilt,  reproach  and  mifchief  attending  thetti, 
rouze  our  confciences  to  condemn  us,  if  we 
have  been  guilty  of  the  like  ? 

Thefe,  not  to  mention  others,  are  advan- 
tages for  virtue  and  happinefs,  which  God 
gives  to  ail  men  in  fucceffive  generations; 
and  therefore  univerfal  inftances  and  proofs 
of  the  continued  kindnefs  of  his  moral  pro- 
vidence. To  thefe  I  might  add  the  notices 
of  thefe  important  truths,  concerning  the 
exiflcnce  and  moral  providence  of  the  Deity, 
and  a  future  ftate  of  recompencesj  which 
communicated  by  God  to  the  jirjl  parents  flf 
mankind,  and  by  them  to  their  defendants, 
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have,  though  mixed  with  AiaAy  corruptions 
in  various  ages  and  nations,  ferved  to  pot 
the  honeft  and  confiderate  every  where,  up- 
on fearching  out  and  recommending  to  others 
thefe  truths,  with  different  degrees  Of  clear- 
nefs  and  exa&nefs,  and  thus  enforcing  the 
di&ates  of  natural  corifcience,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue.  The  advantages  dtfigned  for 
all  men,  .and  actually  commuriicated  to 
numbers  in  the  Gofpel  Revelation,  will  be 
confidered  under  another  head. 

2.  By  making  the  great  lines  of  duty  le- 
gible to  alt,  and  in  a  manner  writing  them 
upon  their  hearts;  and  by  appointing  the 
pra&ice  of  thofe  duties  and  virtues  to  be  the 
condition  of  obtaining  the  divine  favour  and 
final  happineis,  this  tendency  of  which  is  to 
make  every  private  man,  and  every  fociety, 
mofi  happy  at  prefent  \  God  has  manifested 
his  goodoefs  as  our  moral  governor.  *  He 
bath  Jheued  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good :  and 
<wbat  does  the  Lord  require  of  thee  \  but  to  do 
juftke>  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  God ;  was  the  declaration  of  &n  antient 
prophet  of  the  Moft  High.     And  if  thou 

*  Mica  vi.  8. 

3  wilt 
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villt  enter  into  Hfe  eternal,  keep  tbefe  com- 
mands ,  tboufhalt  love  the  Lord  tby  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  foul,  andflrengtb;  and  tby 
neighbour  qs  tbyfelf*,  was  the  dirc&ion  given 
by  the  Son  of  God  to  one,  who  enquired  of 
him  the  way  to  the  favour  of  God  and  ever* 
lafting  bleflcdoefs.  And  the  reafon  of  all 
men,  if  they  confulted  it,  would  clearly  re- 
commend the  fame  difpofitions  and  a&ions* 
and  both  reafon  and  experience  inform  them, 
that  in  this  way  they  would  moft  promote 
private  and  publick  good,  as  well  as  beft 
prepare  themfelves  to  become  happy  after 
death. 

Are  not  veneration,  gratitude,  obedience, 
truft  and  refignation,  evidently  due  from  us 
to  the  greatcft  and  beft  of  Beings,  who 
made  and  preferves  the  world ;  and  who  is 
alfo  our  Creator  and  Preferver,  and  the  Atfr 
,  thor  of.  all  our  good ;  and  on  whom  we  are 
(entirely  dependent  for  time  and  eternity  ? 
And  will  not  the  cultivation  and  expreffion 
of  this  temper,  by  proper  ads,  yield  noble 
fatisfadions,  animate  us  to  every  virtue,  and 
rcftrain  from  every  vicious  and  hurtful  prac- 
tice, and  give  the  pious  the  beft  fupports 

amidft 
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amidft  the  troubles  of  life,    and  the  moil: 
cheering  hopes  in  the  views  of  death  ? 

Is  it  not  evidently  rcafonablc,   that  we 
fiiould  abftain  from  doing  unto  others,  what- 
ever we  fhould  condemn  them  for  doing,  if 
in  like  circumftances  they  did  it  unto  us  ? 
And  that  we  fhould  behave  tp  them  with 
thzt  juftice,  truth*    kindnefs  and  compajfion, 
which  we  defire  and  cxpedt  they  ftiould  ex- 
crcife  towards  us  ?     And  can  we  habitually 
a&  after  this  manner  without  enjoying  fomc 
of  the  beft  pleafures ;  juftly  approving  pur-, 
felves,    being  defervedly  efteemed  and  be- 
loved by  others,  and  with  reafon  confider- 
ing  ourfelves  as  approved  by  God  ? 

Is  it  not  alfo  evidently  rcafonable,  to  be 
moderate  in  our  indulgence  to  the  animal 
appetites  and  paflions,  and  to  make  them 
always  fubordinate  to  health,  to  foundnefs 
of  mind,  to  a  capacity  for  better  pleafures, 
and  to  our  acquiring  and  enjoying  the  efteem 
and  friendthip  of  the  wife  and  good  ?  And 
are  not  thefe  duties  the  Aim  of  what  God 
recommends'  to  us  bv  our  reafon,  as  his 
laws  ?     Is  not  the  obligation  of  thefe  alfo 

con- 
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confirmed  by  revelation  ?  Are  not  they  maft 
happy  in  themfclves,  and  moft  beneficial  to 
their  acquaintance,  who  live  by  thefe  rules? 
And  are  not  their  minds  prepared  by  fuch  a 
courfe  of  life,  to  rife  to  a  more  exalted  fell* 
oky  in  an  eftabiifhed  devotion,  goodnefs  and 
rectitude,  when  they  fhall  be  called  up  to 
a  nobler  Hate  of  being?  Is  not  then  our 
Governor  moft  benevolent  *  who,  if  we  af* 
ply  ourfelvea  to  improve  our  natures,  and 
tender  ourfelves  and  thofe  about  us  happy 
here,  will  make  us  compleatly  blcflcd  here* 
after; 

3.  The  mixture  of  good  and  evil  in  the 
prefent  (late,  Jo  well  failed  to  a  ftate  of  dis- 
cipline and  improvement,  is  another  inftance 
and  proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  God's  moral 
providence.  The  effects  of  the  various 
eftablifhed  laws  of  nature  are,  as  might  re*, 
jboably  be  expected  from  the  great  wifiioqi 
and  kindnefs  of  the  Creator,  an  inexhaufc- 
ible  variety  of  agreeable  and  ufeful  produc- 
tions, adapted  to  the  wants  and  inclinations 
.of  the  numberlefs  inhabitants  of  the  world. 
Yet  as  this  was  not  intended  to  be  to  man- 
kind z  final,  but  a  probationary  ftate,  as  they 

were 
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were  not  to  be  compleatly  blefled  here,  but 
to  prepare  themfelves  by  an  approved  and 
confirmed  piety  and  virtue,  for  oompkat 
Heflcdttefs  in  fame  following  ftate,  it  is  w 
evident  inftance  of  the  wife  benevolence  of 
odr  fupremc  Governor,  tbftt  icn&ble  enjoy- 
ments Should  be  fubjeft  to  uncertainty,  often 
embittered  with  pain  anddtfgwft,  and  fhoulql 
abate  by  a  frequent  repetition  in  their  power 
of  pleafing.  Men  would  othcrwife  by  jfeefe 
jrieaftirea,  be  diverted  &om  parking  the 
more  valuable  fatisfoftions  of  knowledge  and 
goodnefs,  and  from  thus  preparing  them- 
felves  for  enjoying  a  rational  and  confum- 
mate  felicity,  when  their  (late  of  trial  fhould 
he  cfofed. 

Every  change  of  ftate  alfo,  from  health 
toficknefs,  from  cafe  to  pain,  from  abun- 
dance to  want,  or  from  honour  to  reproach, 
givds  an  opportunity  to  exercife  fame  par- 
ticular virtues,  and  calls  for  them,  if  a  per- 
fon  would  ;prefeme  the  enjoyment,  of  him- 
felf.  And  every  ftefla  exercife  of  a  virtue 
firengfhens  the  habit,  and  enlarges  pur  ca- 
pacities for  mental  and  virtuous  pleafures 
here  and  hereafter. 

Both 
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Both  the  wifdom  and  benevolence  of  our 
moral  Governor  arc  then  vifible  in  fo  dif- 
pofing  things,  that  by  means  of  our  own 
frailty,  and  the  frailty  of  others,  and  through 
the  defects  in  our  own  virtue,  and  in  the 
virtue  of  other   men,  this  world  fliould  be 
incapable  of  yielding  full  and  durable  fatis- 
faftion  to  the  human   mind.     And  that  if 
men  would  know  any  thing  like  this,  they 
muft  gain  it  by  constantly  applying  them- 
felves  to  felf-improvernent,  by  keeping  in 
view  an  higher  ftate  of  being,  and  rejoicing 
in  the  hope  of  it. 
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rounding  bad  examples,  to  advance  id  know- 
ledge, devotion,  virtue  and  happineft,  with- 
out danger  of  falling  for  ever. 

The  moft  powerful  temptations  with  man- 
•kirid  to  violate  their  duty,  and  to  contract 
-thofe  -vicious  habits,    which  difqualify  the 
mind  for  the  bleffedmift  of  a  future  ftdte, 
are  derived  from  fenfible  or  bodily  good  and 
xvil,  pleafure  and  pain.     And  the  apparent 
value  and  feducing  influence  of  thefe  are 
much  diminijked,  by  the  (hortnefs  and  un- 
certainty of  that  life,  during  which:  alone 
they  can  affed  our  well-being.     The  mbft 
powerful  motives  alfo  to  determine  us  to  that 
religious  and  virtuous  courfe,  which  is  our 
preparation  for  future  apej  everlafting  bleffed- 
•nefs,  are  drawn  from  this  future  ftate,-  and 
.become  more  forcible  in  .proportion  as  they 

*  are  brought  nearer  to  us-1 and  thefe  are 

'brought  quite  home  to  the  rational  and  con- 
tfiderate,  by  the  vifibie  (hortnefs  and  uncer- 
tainty of  human  life.     A  conftitution  there- 
fore which  weakens  the  temptations  to*  vice 
•and  difpbedience,  and  fo  much  ftrengthens 
the  motives  to  piety  and  virtue,    moft  be 
confeffed  yery  kind  and  beneficial  to  crea- 
tures 
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turcs  on  their  trial,  for  a  (State  of  per  fe&io* 
and  fclicky,  compared  with  which  all  the 
joys  and  forrows  of  mortality  are  trifles,  and 
but  for  a  moment. 

Attd  experience  confirms  this  reafoning. 
Ifcfore  the  flood,  the  lives  of  men  were  ger 
pertly  extended  to  many  hundred  years.  And 
.what  was  the  coofequeqee  ?  Did  they,  who 
from  the  beginning  of  life  were  well  inr 
elined*  make  a  progrefs  in  virtue  and  piety 
anfwerable  to  this  length  of  years  ?  And  did 
others,  whom  the  heat  of  youth,  and  the 
allurements  of  fenfual  pleafure,  feduced  into 
ithe  paths  of  fin,  when  age  and  experience 
had  given  them  full  time  and  materials  for 
reflexion,  generally  grow  confidcrate  and  re- 
turn to  the  path  of  religion  and  happinefs  ; 
and  after  they  had  been  difappointed  in  a 
thoufand  experiments,  try  the  only  rational 
experiment  for  happinefs,  fear  God  and  keep 
bis  commandments?  No— on  the  contrary, 
fo  univerfal  was  the  corruption  among  the 
men,  whofe  lives  were  meafured  by  hun- 
dreds of  years,  that  but  one  family,  confid- 
ing of  eight  perfons,  were  found  clear  of  {his 
total  corruption,  and  fit  to  be  faved  from  the 

deluge, 
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deluge,  to  become  the  parents  of  a  better 
race.     And  if  prefent  experience  be  confulted, 
we  {hall  find,  that  the  ftrong  and  vigorous, 
Who  can  with  fome  reafon  imagine  death  at 
a  diftance,  and  promife  themfelves  a  length 
of  years  and  worldly  enjoyments,   are  not 
ufually  the  moll  grateful  to  God  their  Crea- 
tor, or  the  moft  a&ive  in  improving  life, 
and  difcharging  its  duties.    They  commonly 
plunge  fo  deep  into  the  cares  and  pleafures 
of  this  world,  as  to  lofe  fight  of  the  great 
end  of  their  being,  and  all  concern  for  at- 
taining it ;  and  contract  fuch  fenfual  and  vi- 
cious difpofitions  and  habits,  that  even  when 
they  find  themfelves  drawing  near  the  clofe 
of  life,  and  that  they  cannot  be  happy  in 
this  world,  they  have  neither  inclination  nor 
power  left,  to  raife  their  thoughts  to  the  fa- 
tisfa&ions  of  virtue  and  devotion,  or  to  ftrivc 
for  the  blifs  of  immortality.     Whereas  per- 
fons  of  a  tender  and  fickly  conftitution,  who 
feel  the  frailty  of  their  ftate,  and  who  are 
often  forced  on  the  confideration  of  death, 
and  of  what  may  lie  beyond  it,  though  they 
enjoy  fewer  of  the  pleafures  of  life,  are  more 
thankful  to  their  Creator  for  what  they  en- 
joy.    By  their  frequent  regards  alfo  to  ano- 
N  ther 
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ther  ftate,  their  minds  are  fo  deeply  impfefl 
with  the  vaft  importance  of  it,  and  with  the 
immenfe  value  of  a  bleflednefs  unmixed,  di- 
vine and  eternal,  that  gratitude  to  God  who 
hath  called  them  to  the  hope  of  it,  and  a 
concern  to  fecure  it  by  eftablifliing  habits  of 
piety  and  virtue,  become  their  temper.  The 
longeft  and  moft  profperous  enjoyment  of 
the  world,  and  with  more  reafon  ftill  their 
fliort  and  broken  portions  of  it,  are  alfo  judg- 
ed by  them  trifles,  in  comparifon  of  their 
cultivating  a  divine  temper,  and  preparing 
for  a  divine  and  never-ending  bleflednefs. 

If  then  to  beings  made  for  immortality, 
and  on  their  trial  for  an  immortality  of  blef- 
fednefs,  that  ftate  be  the  beft,  which  is 
moft:  favourable  to  the  a&ing  their  part 
well,  and  fecuring  immortal  felicity,  the 
frailty  and  fhortnefs  of  human  life,  of  which 
fo  many  are  apt  to  complain,  are  real  inftan- 
ces  of  the  wife  benevolence  of  the  Deity. 
And  although  by  the  earlier  generations  of 
men,  who  abufed  the  profpeft  of  living  fome 
centuries,  this  fhortning  human  life  might 
be  regarded  as  a  punifhment,  with  refpeft 
to  us  it  is  certainly  a  kind  precaution,  for 
3  P^- 
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preventing  our  being  overcome  by  the  temp- 
tations which  proved  fatal  to  them;  and 
like  them  facrificing  everlafting  bleffednefs 
to  the  interefts  and  pleafures  of  time.  If 
life  therefore  prove  ordinarily  long  enough, 
for  fecuring  the  bleffednefs  of  eternity,  and 
the  temptations  to  be  conquered,  though  (o 
much  diminished  in  their  ftrength  by  the 
frailty  and  fhortnefs  of  life,  yet  prove  too 
hard  for  the  rood ;  no  wife  pcrfon  will  com- 
plain, but  rather  be  thankful  to  God,  that 
our  time  of  trial  and  danger  is  not  longer, 
and  that  temptations  are  not  more  powerful. 
They  will  rather  rejoice  in  a  constitution, 
which  adds  fo  much  ftrength  to  the  motives 
and  reafons  for  virtue  and  piety,  and  gives 
us  time  and  opportunities  fufficient,  for  form- 
ing thofe  good  habits;  which  in  a  following 
ftatc  will  improve  in  firength  and  vigour  to 
eternity,  without  danger  of  change  or  de- 
cay, and  which  will  inlargc  our  capacities  of 
bleffednefs,  and  infure  our  poffeflion  for 
ever. 

Not  to  add  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  thofe, 

who  might  after  all  regret  the  lofing  fome 

hundred  years  poffeflion  of  this  world,  and 

N  2  not 
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not  think  themfelves  fufficiently  compen- 
sated, by  their  entering  fo  much  the  fooner 
the  heavenly  paradife — that  as  a  high  relifli 
of  fenfual  enjoyments  depends  upon  their 
novelty,  and  the  circle  of  thefe  is  narrow, 
fo  that  they  foon  come  round  again  :  even 
in  regard  to  prefent  fatisfadiion^  life,  fhort  as 
it  is,  will  by  the  wife  be  found  long  enough. 
The  generality  are  tired  with  the  repetition, 
before  they  reach  feventy  years.  And  though 
they  may  be  ftill  tenacious  of  life,  and  defi- 
rous  of  protradting  it,  this  is  rather  to .  be 
afcribed  to  the  force  of  habit,  or  to  a  dread 
of  what  may  come  after  death,  than  to  any 
great  fatisfadtion  which  the  objedts  of  fenfe 
now  give  them.  As  a  proof  of  this  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  indolence,  reft  and  found 
deep,  become  their  principal  objedts ;  and 
they  are  not  fo  much  concerned  to  multiply 
gratifications,  which  they  feel  themfelves  to 
be  paft,  as  to  turn  afide  or  leffen  thofe  evils, 
which  furround,  and  frequently  fall  upon 
them. 

Thefc  two  laft  inftances  of  the  wife  be- 
nevolence of  our  moral  Governor,  might 
have  been  farther  ill  u  ft  rated  here;  but  we 

{hall 
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(hall  be  obliged  to  take  notice  of  them  again, 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  anfwer  the  ob- 
jections drawn  from  this  conftitution,  againft 
the  paternal  goodnefs  of  God. 

Leaving  the  goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, as  manifefted  in  his  treatment  of 
the  <wicked>  for  the  fubjcdt  of  the  next  dif- 
courfc,  I  would  conclude  the  prefent  with 
this  reflection. 

What  peculiar  reafon  have  all  the  fin- 
cerely  pious  and  virtuous ',  to  adore  the  wife 
benevolence  of  their  heavenly  Father,  and 
moral  Governor !  The  laws  which  he  hath 
given  them  are  rules  of  bappinefs>  and  the 
more  exa&ly  they  obferve  them,  the  hap- 
pier they  find  themfelves;  in  the  fatisfac- 
tions  of  rational  devotion,  and  confeious  vir- 
tue and  goodnefs,  and  in  the  deferved  efteem 
and  affection  of  others,  and  in  hopes  con- 
tinually brightening  and  enlarging  for  eter- 
nity. The  more  independent  alfo  they  thus 
become  on  the  changes  of  an  uncertain 
world,  and  more  meet  for  the  expedied  blifs 
of  immortality.  The  date  of  things  around 
Jhem,  their  heavenly  Father  has  ordered  in 
N  3  a 
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a  manner,  that  may  call  forth  every  virtue  into 
exercife,  and  improve  it,  and  prevent  their 
indulging  expectations  of  enjoying  any  con- 
fiderable  happinefs  here;  except  in  a  courfe 
of  fteddy  virtue,  and  in  the  folid  hopes  of 
a  better  life.  And  if  they  can  truft  to  the 
cleared  reafonings,  from  the  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  an  ever-prefent  and  all-difpofing 
God ;  or  to  the  repeated  and  exprefs  decla- 
rations of  a  revelation  flrongly  proved  di- 
vine, all  the  events  in  the  life  of  a  pious  man 
are  fo  dire&ed,  as  will  moft  promote  his  vir- 
tue and  piety  at  prefent,  and  his  full  bleflfcd- 
nefs  hereafter. 

If  perfons  of  this  charadter  *  acknowledge 
God  in  all  their  ways,  he  will  diretf  their 
paths,  -f  All  things  Jkall  work  together  for 
good  unto  them  who  love  God.  %  He  chajlens 
them,  not  for  his  pleafure,  but  for  their  pro- 
fit,  that  they  may  be  made  partakers  of  bis 
bolinefs.  §  He  will  never*  Jvffer  them  to  be 
tempted  above  uhat  they  are  able-,  but  with 
the  temptation  will  aljo  make  a  way  to  efcape  : 
that  they  may  be  able  to  bear  it.     He  num- 

*  Proverbs  iii.  5,  6.  f  Romans  viii.  28. 

%  hltbrcvvs  xii.  10.  §   1  Corinthians  x.  13, 

bers 
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bers  the  *  hairs  of  their  heads  -,  and  will 
%  maSnify  hisjlrength  in  their  weaknefs.  He 
will  deliver  them  from  every  evil  work^  and 
prefer ve  them  unto  his  heavenly  kingdom^.  And 
although  as  a  confequence  of  the  frailty  c  f 
their  moral  conftitution,  of  the  various  temp- 
tations amidft  which  they  are  fituated,  and 
the  fhortnefs  of  their  time  of  difcipline,  their 
virtue  will  be  found  imperfedt ;  yet  fuch  is 
the  force  of  good  habits,  and  fuch  the  na- 
ture of  their  moral  conftitution,  that  in  this 
Ihort  life  they  may  ejlablijlo  that  good  tem- 
per, which  amidft  the  advantages  of  the 
next  ftate  will  fecure  them  from  falling  into 
any  fin,  and  qualify  them  for  improving  in 
perfection  and  felicity  forever. 

Verily  then  that  God  muft  be  confeft  in- 
finitely benevolent,  who  thus  watches  over 
the  virtue  and  happinefs  of  his  inconftant 
offending,  but  fincerely  dutiful  children; 
and  who  by  the  difcipline  of  affiidtions; 
and  the  trials  of  this  fhort  life,  trains  them 
for  unchangeable  rectitude  and  felicity,  and 


* 


Matthew  x.  29.  %  2  Corinthians  xii.  9. 

U  2  Timothy  iv.  18. 
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then  rewards  them  with  thefe  ineftimable 
gifts  1  how  happy  will  a  correfpondent  gra- 
titude to  God  render  us  in  a  future  ftate, 
when  we  who  have  been  confcious  to  fo 
many  fins  and  imperfe&ions,  (hall  fee  and 
feel  the  divine  goodnefs  towards  us,  to  be  ijp 
its  effe&s  infinite  and  everlafting ! 


SERMON 


(    1*5    ) 


SERMON    VIL 

The  Goodnefs  of  Divine  Providence 
to  Sinners. 


Matthew  v.  45. 

He  maketb  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on 
the  good  1  and  fendetb  rain  on  tit  jujt  and 
on  the  unjuft* 

IN  the  preceding  difcourfe  we  had  a  view 
of  the  goodnefs  of  the  Deity  to  all  man- 
kind as  their  moral  governor;  let  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  diredion  of  our  divine  Mat- 
ter, advance  to  the  confideration  of  his  good- 
nefs, as  exercifed  towards  fnners,  who  de- 
ferve  evil.  Such  is  the  majefty  and  great- 
nefs  of  the  fupream  Caufe  of  all  things,  and 
fo  inconfiderable  are  mankind  when  com- 
pared with  him,  that  fuppofing  them  gene- 
rally to  prove  dutiful  and  obedient,  when  we 
fefioufly  meditated  on  the  continued  atten- 
tion, 
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tion,  tender  care,  and  unfailing  fupplies  of 
the  divine  providence,  we  fhould  fee  reafon 
to  cry  out :  What  is  man  that  God  is  mindful 
of  him,  or  the  fon  of  man,  that  he  vifitetb 
him  *.  How  much  more,  when  we  refledt, 
that  the  beji  are  very  defeftive  in  gratitude 
and  obedience,  and  chargeable  with  many 
inftances  of  a  contrary  behaviour ;  and  that 
a  righteous  God,  ever  a  witnefs  to  their  con- 
duit, bears  with  their  inconftancy,  forgives 
them  when  penitent  repeated  offences,  ac- 
cepts their  poor  returns  of  duty  and  grati- 
tude, and  by  a  variety  of  gracious  methods 
trains  them  for  immortal  blefTednefs. 

But  how  much  greater  reafon  ftill  have 
we  to  cry  out,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art 
mindfid  of  him  -,  when  we  confider,  that  a 
great  part  of  mankind,  in  their  general  dif- 
pofition  and  conduct,  are  forgetful  of  God, 
ungrateful  for  his  daily  benefits,  difobedient 
to  his  righteous  laws,  negligent  of  the  noble 
and  kind  defign  for  which  he  made  and 
prefcrves  them,  yea  oppofers  of  it.  To 
think  that  the  great  God,  whom  their  beft 
fer vices  cannot  profit,  and  who  is  a  conftant 

*  Pfalm  viii.  4. 

witnefs 
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witnefs  to  their  ingratitude  and  difobcdience, 
who  loveth  righteoufnefs  and  hateth  iniqui- 
ty, and  with  a  word  could  make  them  as 
wretched  as  they  are  guilty  with  an  un- 
wearied attention  fupports  them  in  life,  that 
they  may  reform  and  become  happy,  multi- 
plies his  abufed  favours,  and  keeps  off  de- 
ferred evils;  is  ready  to  cherifli  the  fainted: 
good  difpofitions  they  difcover,  and  after 
numberlefs  provocations  to  forgive  them; 
and  even  when  they  have  wafted  much  of 
life,  to  reward  their  devoting  the  remainder 
to  him  and  virtue,  by  placing  them  in  a 
ftate  of  improvement  and  felicity  for  ever— 
this  muft  difpofe  us,  with  a  rapture  of  ad- 
miration and  gratitude,  to  cry  out;  what 
are  thefinful  children  ofmen^  that  Godjhould 
thus  vifit  tbetn! 

Our  hearts  will  be  more  affe&ed  with  this 
condefcending  benevolence,  if  we  take  dif- 
tindfc  notice  of  the  following  in/lances  of  it. 

1.  God  continues  to  men  their  rational 
life   and  moral  abilities  y    when   they  abufe 
thefe ;.  and  not  merely  negled,  but  oppofe 
the  purpofes  of  their  creation  and  preserva- 
tion. 
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tion.  Think  what  perpetual  attention,  and 
what  numberlefs  exertions  of  wifdom  and 
power  are  neceflary,  to  fupport  the  lives, 
and  continue  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
and  the  regular  return  of  ideas,  to  millions 
of  finners,  who,  fhould  the  Deity  withdraw 
one  moment  his  attention  and  fupport,  muft 
fall  into  diftradtion  or  death.  Think  alfo, 
that  while  life  and  reafon  are  continued, 
they  may  repent,  and  render  themfelves 
meet  for  cverlafing  bleflednefs.  And  that 
God  defigns  they  fhould  make  this  improve-^ 
ment  of  life,  appears  from  his  continuing 
the  abilities  and  encouragements  for  thus  im- 
proving it ;  as  well  as  from  the  declarations 
of  his  word,  that  *  be  bath  no  pleafure  in  the 
death  of  a  fnner ;  but  had  rather  that  he 
would  repent  and  live.  And  that  %  the  riches 
of  bis  goodnefs  and  long-fuffering,  are  intend- 
ed to  lead  them  to  repentance.  When  the 
infinite  greatnefs  of  the  Creator,  the  num- 
bers and  demerit  of  the  offending  creatures, 
the  conftant  attention  of  the  Deity  neceflary 
to  fupport  them  in  life,  his  continued  kind 
intentions  towards  them,  though  he  be 
greatly  difpleafed  with   their  offences,  and 

:    *  Ezekicl  xviii.  23.  31  •  %  Romans  ii.  4. 

the 


Divine  Providence  to  Sinners.       189 

the  immenfe  advantages  which  they  may 
make  of  the  reafon,  the  moral  abilities,  and 
the  motives  to  repentance  in  the  poffeflion 
of  which  they  are  indulged— When  all 
thefe  are  well  confidered,  muft  we  not  con- 
fefs  this  goodnefs  of  our  fupream  Governor 
to  be  infinite  ? 

2.  God,  by  continuing  many  blejfmgs  to 
thofe  who  aS  ill,  that  their  large  experience 
of  his  forfeited  bounty  may  difpofe  them  to 
confidcration  and  an  ingenuous  repentance, 
gives  us  another  injlance  and  proof  of  his 
goodnefs  tojinners.  That  thefe  good  things 
are  granted  to  them  with  a  kind  intention  of 
promoting  their  falvation,  appears  not  only 
from  their  natural  tendency,  but  from  the 
reafoning  of  our  Saviour  in  the  text  and  the 
verfe  preceding :  for  he  there  exhorts  to 
love  our  enemies,  and  to  do  good  unto  them 
who  bate  us,  that  we  may  approve  ourfelves 
by  a  fimilitude  of  difpofition,  the  genuine 
children  of  our  heavenly  Father;  who  caufetb 
Ins  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good, 
end  fendetb  bis  rain  on  the  jufi  and  on  the 
vnjuft. 

Z  For 
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For  how  many  thoufand  years  hath  the  di- 
vine Wifdom  conducted  the  feafons  in  an 
ufeful  fucceffion,  and  continued  the  earth 
healthful,  fertile  and  beauteous,  for  the  fup~ 
port  and  entertainment  of  mankind  in  fuc- 
ctffive  generations;  millions  of  whom,  in 
every  age,  have  lived  regardlcfs  of  their 
Benefa&or,  intemperately  abufed  his  gifts, 
and  broken  his  laws?  What  long  health 
and  vigour  do  many  vicious  perfons  enjoy, 
who  never  think  of  the  goodnefs  which 
fupports  them  in  life,  nor  exert  their  vigor 
in  the  cheerful  fervice  of  their  Benefadtor, 
and  in  doing  good  to  men  ?  How  often  do 
riches  and  profperity  reward  the  fkill  and 
induftry  of  the  profane  and  unrighteous; 
and  how  long  are  they  permitted  to  enjoy ' 
the  fruit  of  their  labours,  even  though  they 
pay  no  regard  to  the  rules  of  piety  and  cha- 
rity in  the  ufe  of  their  pofleffions  ?  This 
indulgence  of  divine  providence  to  finners, 
hath  been  in  fome  inftances  fo  remarkable, 
as  to  ftaggcr  the  faith  of  good  men ;  who 
have  been  *  envious  at  the  foolijhy  when  they 
beheld  the  profperity  of  the  wicked:  becaufe 
their  eyes  flood  out  with  fatnefs,  and  they  bad 

*  Pfalm  Ixxiii. 

more 
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more  than  heart  could  wijh.  Whereas  they 
themfclves  had  been  greatly  afflicted,  and 
cbaftened  every  morning.  They  were  tempted 
by  this  difpenfation  to  murmur  againft  the 
providence  of  God  j  forgetting  the  benefits 
which  they  themfelves  received  from  their 
afflidtions,  and  overlooking  the  defign  and 
frequent  effedt  of  the  divine  indulgence  ft) 
finners.  Whereas  had  they  duly  considered 
thefe,  they  would  have  feen,  that  this  dif- 
penfation was  worthy  of  the.  wifdom  and 
righteoufnefs,  as  well  as  lenity,  of  the  great 
Governor  of  the  world. 

Inconfideration,  the  warmth  of  youth, 
the  influence  of  bad  examples  and  bad  com* 
pany,  and  the  like,  often  prevail  on  minds 
otherwife  ingenuous  and  well  inclined,  to 
tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  God,  and  venture  far 
in  the  paths  of  fin.  And  when  God  con- 
tinues to  thefe  (which  he  often  does)  the 
enjoyment  of  his  bounties,  remarkably  pro- 
tedts  or  delivers  them  from  evil,  and  the 
like ;  fuch  perfons  in  their  fober  hours,  can 
fcarcely  help  reflecting  ferioufly  upon  this 
undefcrved  mercy,  and  being  excited  by  it 
to  repentance.     To  find  themfclves,  when 

they 
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they  review  their  lives,  in  poffeflion  of  riianf 
bleffings,  which  their  ingratitude  and  dif* 
obedience  have  often  forfeited,  and  exempt 
from  many  evils,  which  they  have  repeat- 
edly deferved ;  if  they  have  any  remains  of 
ingenuity,  will  ftrongly  difpofe  them  to  re- 
pent. And  God,  who  by  this  gentle  me- 
thod reclaims  them  to  piety  and  goodnefs, 
and  prepares  them  for  final  blcflcdnefs,  muft 
be  acknowledged  very  merciful.  But  as 
they  are  the  better  fort  of  finners  alonef 
with  whom  this  method  is  likely  to  fuc- 
ceed;  therefore, 

3.  In  other  cafes  God  manifefts  his  good- 
nefs as  a  moral  governor,  by  annexing  fen* 
Jible  evils  of  a  lighter  kind,  to  xhtjirjl  prac* 
tice  of  fin,  in  order  to  rouze  the  guilty  to 
confideration  and  amendment;  and  by  not 
appointing  heavy  calamities  to  overtake  them> 
unlefs  they  proceed  far  in  the  ways  of  wick- 
ednefs.  One  or  a  few  adts  of  intemper- 
ance, do  not  ufually  deftroy  health  and  life, 
or  leave  lading  ftupidity  on  the  mind; 
though  they  produce  prefent  ficknefs  and 
pain,  and  a  temporary  lofs  of  reafon  and  the 
like :  which  are  kind  warnings  to  the  in- 
temperate 
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temperate  to  flop,  and  not  to  run  on  until 
they  have  quite  ruined  their  confutations, 
and  ftupidity  and  untimely  death  become  in- 
evitable.    A  few  ads  of  lewdness  do  not 
quite  inflave  a  man  to  this  bafe  paffion,  or 
wholly  incapacitate  for  the  fatisfattions  of 
friendfhip  and  devotion,  and  quite  ruin  the 
character:    but  they   ftrongly   incline  the 
guilty  to  repeat  the  vice,  againft  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  reafon,  produce  inward  (hame, 
render  the  mind  averfc  to  think  of  God  and 
of  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  incapacitate  in 
fome  degree  for  the  fatisfa&ions  of  a  tender 
and  virtuous  friendfhip,  and  give  a  wound 
to  the  reputation,  which  if  not  mortal  is 
dangerous.     Thefe,  and  other  inconvenien- 
cies  immediately  fuffered,  are  evidently  pro- 
per to  reftrain  tranfgreffors,  and  to  put  them 
on  confidering  the  confequences   of  their 
conduct,  and  recovering  themfelves  to  vir- 
tue and  happinefs*  while  it  is  yet  in  their 
power.      The   fame  obfervations  may  be 
applied  to  the  beginnings  of  an  irreligious 
and  profane  temper  $  and  to  the  firji  indul- 
gences of   ill-nature,   envy  or  difhonefty. 
The  remorfe,  fhame,    ill   treatment,   con- 
tempt,   and  uncafy  apprehenfions,    which 
O  they 
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they  immediately  produce,  are  kind  warn- 
ings to  the  guilty,  that  they  flop  in  time, 
and  prevent  the  heavier  evils  which  are  the 
confcquences  of  eftablifhed  profanenefs,  ill- 
nature,  knavery,  and  the  like. 

Could  finners  be  tolerably  eafy  and  fatif- 
fied  in  vicious  courfes,  when  they  had  wil- 
fully offended  their  Maker,  they  would  fel- 
dom  return  to  him.  The  fhame  and  an- 
guifh  of  repentance,  the  difficulty  of  regu- 
lating paffions,  which  they  have  faultily 
gratified,  and  of  extirpating  evil  habits, 
would  deter  them.  But  when  they  find, 
that  if  they  do  not  return  to  God  they  can- 
not be  happy,  this  naturally  difpofes  them 
to  confider,  repent  and  return  to  God.  The 
defire  of  riches  enlarges  with  the  increafe, 
and  frefh  labours  and  follicitudes,  and  a  more 
ardent  painful  thirft,  are  the  gains  of  ava- 
rice. A  perfon  who  hath  gone  the  round 
of  fenfual  pleafures  finds,  that  as  the  no- 
velty ceafes,  the  high  relifh  vanifhes,  he 
becomes  by  degrees  fick  of  his  pleafures, 
and  difpofed  to  try  fome  new  experiments 
for  happinefs,  and  to  make  a  ferious  trial 
of  virtue  and  religion.    The  man  who  hath 

felt 
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1-       J  felt  the  torment  of  unfuccefsful  ambition,  or 

e,  been  difappointed  even  in  his  fuccefs,  is  thus 

ie  excited  to  afpire  to  the  divine  approbation, 

and   the  glories  and  blifs  of  immortality. 
That  thefe  difappointments  produce  not  al- 
ways thefe  effcdts,  is  the  fault  of  men ;  that 
if-     I  they  have  a  tendency  to  produce  them  is  an 

i-     I  inftance  of  the  divine  lenity.     And  this  con- 

1*     I  ftitution  of  things  is  a  (landing  proof  of  the 

a-    I  lenity  of  the  government  of  God,  who  thus 

u-     m  early  checks  and  corrects  finners,  that  he 

iiy    I  may  reclaim  them,  and  prevent  their  be-. 

rs>     I  coming  obftinately  wicked,  and  incureably 

^    I  wretched. 

And  fuppofing  that  obfervation  might  fur- 
uifli  us  with  a  few  inftances  of  pcrfons, 
who,  through  an  extraordinary  concurrence 
of  circumftances,  were  utterly  ruined  by  the 
^Jirji  remarkable  afts  of  vice ;  the  wife  bene- 
volence of  the  great  Governor  may  have 
permitted  thefe,  as  folemn  warnings  to  thofe 
who  are  vicioufly  inclined,  that  they  ven- 
ture not  a  ftep  into  the  paths  of  fin,  when 
they  know  not  but  fome  deftruftive  preci- 
pice may  be  concealed  very  near  the  en- 
O  2  trance, 
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trance,  and  they,  before  they  are  aware,  faM 
into  utter  ruin. 

4.  Allowing  to  finners  the  hope  of  far* 
don>  when  they  have  been  great  tranfgref- 
Jbrs,  is  another  inftance  of  the  divine  lenity. 
The  proofs  which  reafon  offers  men  of  the 
goodnefs  of  their  Creator,  and  their  large 
experience  of  it,  affure  them,  that  he  de- 
fires  their  welfare,  and  would  make  them 
happy ;  if  they  do  not  by  obftinate  difobe- 
dience  render  themfelves  unfit  for  his  fa- 
vour. This  fame  reafon  therefore,  will  give 
them  good  hope  after  they  have  finned; 
that  if  by  repentance  and  amendment,  they 
remove  the  caufe  of  his  difpleafure,  and 
heartily  ftrive  to  pra&ife  what  he  approves, 
his  difpleafure  will  ceafe,  he  will  forgive 
their  fins,  and  accept  their  fincere  endea- 
vours to  pleafe  him.  And  he  hath  fo  framed 
the  human  mind,  that  in  proportion  as  per- 
fons  are  confeious  to  an  ingenuous  forrow 
for  their  fins,  and  abhorrence  of  repeating 
them,  and  to  hearty  refolutions  and  endea- 
vours of  becoming  good,  their  hopes  from 
the  forgiving  mercy  of  their  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, the  bell:  of  parents,  fhould  rife.     And 

whereas 
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whereas  repeated  relapfes  into  vice,  and  hav- 
ing contracted  a  great  difability  for  the  prac- 
tice of  righteoufnefs,  would  fink  their  hopes, 
and  endanger  their  becoming  defperately 
wicked,  God  hath,  by  extraordinary  pro- 
phets, encouraged  and  invited  the  repen- 
tance even  of  fuch  finncrs.  He  hath  af- 
fured  them,  that  *be  waitetb  to  be  gracious-, 
and  that  if  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and 
the  unrighteous  man  bis  thoughts,  and  turn 
unto  the  Lord',  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him, 
and  will  abundantly  pardon  him.  Yea  he  fent 
his  own  Son  from  Heaven,  to  proclaim  in 
thefe  gracious  words  a  general  pardon  to  all 
penitents.  %  Come  unto  me  all  ye  who  are 
weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rejl.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of 
me.  And  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  all  manner  of 
fin  and  blafphemy  Jhall  be  forgiven  unto  men. 

Thefe  and  the  like  declarations  of  his  mer- 
cy, and  encouragements  to  repent,  God  in 
the  courfe  of  his  providence,  often  prefents 
to  the  confederation  of  finners.  And  under 
the  Go/pel  difpenfarion,  by  his  minifters  he 

*  Ifaiah  xxx.  18.     lv.  7,  J  Matthew 

xi.  28—.     xii.  31. 
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often  invites  them  to  repent  and  be  forgiven ; 
and  brings  them  in  the  way  of  thofe  exhor- 
tations and  encouragements,  which  are  moft 
likely  to  prevail.  Or  by  a  fecret  influence 
leads  them  to  fuch  reading  and  meditation, 
as  may  ftrongly  affedt  their  hearts  with  a 
convi&ion  of  his  abounding  mercy,  and  de- 
termine them  to  become  objects  of  it. 

Did  God  incline  to  treat  frail  offending 
men,  according  to  the  rigor  of  juftice,  he 
might  after  a  few  wilful  offences  declare 
himfelf  irreconcilable;  and  defpairand  hard- 
nefs  of  heart  would  be  the  confequence. 
But  when  on  the  contrary,  the  abounding 
goodnefs  of  his  nature  continues  to  the  fin- 
ner  life  and  the  forfeited  bleffings  of  it;  and 
under  the  Gofpel  his  offers  of  pardon  are  re- 
peated, and  the  guilty  are  indulged,  not 
only  with  the  hope  that  their  repentance 
{hall  be  accepted  to  full  rcmiflion,  and  de- 
liverance from  the  wrath  to  come,  but  that 
they  may  obtain  cverlafting  life;  if  they 
have  any  ingenuity  left,  any  difpofition  -to 
qualify  themfelves  for  the  divine  mercy, 
thcilj  hopes,  when  ferioufly  considered,  will 
work  itrongly  upon  their  minds,  and  bring 

them 
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them  Id  repentance  and  holinefs.  And  all 
who  are  not  thus  affedted  by  the  divine  cle- 
mency, ceafe  to  be  obje&s  of  the  divine 
mercy. 

Suppofe  then  a  perfon  who  hath  in  many 
inftances  finned  againft  the  light  of  reafon, 
the  remonftrances  of  confidence,  the  advan- 
tages of  a  religious  education,  the  clear  dis- 
coveries of  the  divine  mercy,  promifes  of 
everlafting  blefiednefs  to  the  obedient,  and 
denunciations  of  eternal  deftrudtion  to  the 
wicked ;  and  in  oppofition  to  all  thefe  re- 
straints hath  advanced  far  in  vice,  and  by 
various  arts  for  a  long  time  evaded  ferious 
thinking,  and  (lopped  the  entrance  to  con- 
viction——fuppofe  this  perfon,  by  fome  pe- 
culiar difpenfation  of  divine  providence,  by 
ficknefs  of  his  own,  or  by  the  ficknefs  and 
death  of  a  companion  in  fin,  to  be  in  a 
manner  forced  upon  ferious  confideration ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  that  he  difcerns  the 
greatnefs  of  his  guilt,  and  of  his  danger  from 
the  divine  juftice,  to  apprehend  ftrongly  the 
riches  of  God's  goodnefs,  who  yet  waits  to 
lead  him  by  repentance  to  happinefs— — can 
fuch  a  perfon,  without  inexcufable  guilt, 
O  4  continue 
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continue  impenitent?  I  appeal  to  the  vi- 
cious, whether  they  have  not  had  many 
fuch  favourable  feafons  for  becoming  peni- 
tent, and  been  excited  by  a  convidtion  of 
the  divine  mercy  to  refolve  vigoroufly  for 
repenting.  I  appeal  alfo  to  their  conferen- 
ces, whether  it  was  not  their  own  fault 
that  their  good  purpofes  were  not  happily 
executed.  And  to  every  impartial  confiderer 
I  would  appeal,  whether  this  method  of 
treating  offenders  be  not  a  glorious  inftance 
of  the  divine  lenity. 

5.  By  bringing  heavy  calamities  upon  great 
offenders,  who  have  deferved  to  be  destroyed, 
which  were  fitted  to  rouze  them  to  Repent- 
ance, and  prevent  their  fnal  ruin,  God  (hows 
his  goodnefs  to  be  very  great.  Where  per- 
fons  have  deferved  utter  deftrudtion,  to  pu- 
nifti  lefs  than  their  fins  deferve  is  an  inftance 
-of  mercy.  And  where  fevere  corrections 
are  become  neceffary,  to  inflict  thefe  in  or- 
der to  turn  the  tranfgrefibrs  back  to  the  paths 
of  duty  and  happinefs,  who  are  running 
headlong  to  the  precipice  of  deftrudlion, 
manifefts  great  lenity  in  the  almighty  Go- 
vernor of  the  world.     The  Saviour  of.iin*. 

ners* 
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iters,  in  the  *  parable  of  the  prodigal  fdn,  re- 
prefents  his  Father's  merciful  intention  in 
this  discipline,  and  the  fuccefs  of  it.  The 
ftraits  to  which  he  was  reduced,  after  he 
had  wafted  his  fubftance  in  riot  and  de- 
bauchery, and  the  danger  he  was  in  of  ftarv- 
ing  unpitied,  brought  him  to  himfelf,  to 
confideration  and  repentance ;  and  returning 
penitent  to  his  father  he  was  gracioufly  re- 
ceived. 

Have  any  in  a  courfe  of  projperity  grown 
.fenfual,  unjuft,  and  forgetful  of  God,  and 
wholly  bent  upon  a  worldly  felicity;  by  a 
fecret  direction  of  natural  caufes,  as  fires, 
ftorms,  or  the  like,  or  by  permuting  the 
fraud  or  violence  of  wicked  men  to  exert 
itfelf  unreftrained,  God  fuddenly  deprives 
them  of  their  wealth  ;  that  they  may  thus 
be  made  fenfible  of  the  folly  of  their  choice, 
and  reduced  to  a  defpair  of  happineis  any 
where  elfe,  may  feel  themfelvcs  obliged  to 
return  to  the  paths  of  virtue  and  piety. 
Others  he  lays  upon  a  lick  bed,  or  (hakes 
pver  the  grave,  that  feeling  the  bad  effe&s 

*  Luke  xv.  1 1 — ♦ 

of 
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of  iuwmpcranct,  they  may  be  thereby  era£ 
vineed  of  its  guilt,  and  may  learn  alfo  tht 
fdQy  of  a  feniual  umper,  and  the  madneft 
of  in  irreligious  lift,  from  the  gloom  and 
hbtrftrt  with  which  thefe  ovcrfprtad  the 
mind,  when  death  is  apprehended  to  be 
ttearv  ■ 

The  Haves  to  am&ition  grown  infolent  in 
power,  regardlefs  of  God,  and..oppre4Tort  of 
men,  by  a  change  in  the  hearts  of  kings, 
which  he  holds  in  his  hand,  are  at  once 
ftript  of  their  abufed  power  and  rkhes,  and 
humbled  in  the  duft;  that  they  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  humble  themfelves  before  God,  and 
by  a  reformation  of  their  vices  to  feek  his 
favour.  Cardinal  Wolfey  was  thus  reduced 
to  cry  out,  "  that  had  he  ferved  God,  as 
zealoufly  as  he  had  ferved  the  king,  he 
would  not  have  caft  him  off  in  his  old  age.n 
By:  ftripping  king  Manajfeb  of  his  royalty, 
and' fending  him  a  captive  to  Babylon%  (he 
divine  providence  and  mercy  brought  one 
of  the  worft  princes  to  fuch  a  repentance, 
as  qualified  hita  to  be  reftored  to  his  country 
and  crown. 

Every 
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E? erf  one  acquainted  wkh  hiflory  and 
with  mankind  knows,  that  inftances  of  this 
discipline  are  very  frequent ;  and  they  who 
have  fludied  human  nature  are  fenfible,  that 
it  hath  a  powerful  tendency  to  bring  to  con- 
fideration  and  repentance,  not  only  the  im- 
mediate fufferers,  but  all  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  their  characters  and  ftate.  And  all 
fuch  mud  own,  that  when  almighty  God 
deals  thus  with  finners,  who  have  deferved 
immediate  ruin,  he  manifefts  wonderful  mer- 
cy and  long- Offering;  fuch  as  will  render 
their  continued  impenitency  without  excufe, 
and  their  final  deftru&ioa  deferved  and 
without  pity. 

6.  The  length  of  time  during  which  God 
hath  borne  with  thofc,  who  have  been  at  laft 
involved  in  remarkable  deftrudion;  and  the 
various  methods  he  hath  ufed  to  reclaim 
them,  before  he  proceeded  to  extremity, 
fupply  us  with  other  inftances  and  proofs  of 
the  goodnefs  of  his  moral  providence.  The 
deftru&ion  of  the  old  world  by  the  deluge* 
a  moil  awful  example  of  the  divine  juftice, 
was  yet  in  the  manner,  and  with  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  inflicting  it,  as  fignal  an  in- 

flance 
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ftance  of  the  divine  lenity.  For  the  facred 
hiftorian  informs  us,  that  after  the  wickednefs 
of  men  was  grown  great  in  the  earth,  and  all 
the  imaginations  of  its  inhabitants  only  evil 
continually ;  that  the  long  Suffering  of  God 
waited  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  *V  while 
the  ark  was  preparing:  and  during  that  time 
he  admoniflied  them  by  Noah  of  their  dan- 
ger, and  called  them  to  repentance.  Nor 
did  a  righteous  God  bring  on  the  general  de- 
JlruSlion,  till  the  corruption  of  their  manners 
was  become  fo  general,  that  but  eight  per- 
fons  could  be  found,  fit  to  be  favcd  from 
perilling  J.  And  certainly  it  then  became 
an  inftance  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  to  put 
an  end  to  fo  degenerate  a  race ;  and  from 
better  men,  warned  and  made  wifer  by  their 
example  and  punishment,  to  raife  a  new  fett 
of  inhabitants,  who  fhould  comply  with  the 
defigns  of  his  benevolence. 

What  more  terrible  than  the  fudden  de- 

firuBion  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrha,  and  the 

.  neighbouring  cities,  by  fire  from  Heaven? 

Yet  how  confpicuous  in  it  the  divine  lenity  $ 

*  Gcnefis  vi.  3—15.     1  Peter  iii.  2Q. 
%  Genefis  vii.  1. 

who 


Divine  Providence  to  Sinners.  ao$ 
who  had  tried  long  in  vain  to  reform  them; 
particularly  by  the  inftrudions  and  example 
of  Lot,  and  by  the  calamities  which  they 
fuffered  from  Chedorloamer;  and  who  did 
not  rain  upon  them  fire  and  brimftone  from 
heaven,  till  their  enormous  wickednefs  was 
grown  general  and  incurable,  and  who  at 
the  prayer  of  Abraham  would  have  reprieved 
them,  could  but  ten  righteous  perfons  have 
been  found  in  their  five  cities  *• 

How  many  provocations  did  Jehovah  re- 
ceive from  the  Ifraelites,  whom  by  a  feries 
of  aftonifhing  miracles  he  brought  out  of 
Egypt,  before  he  condemned  that  rebellious 
generation  to  die  in  the  wildernefs,  without 
feeing  the  promifed  land];?  How  much 
longer  (till  did  he  bear  with  their  defend- 
ants, how  many  prophets  fend  to  them,  how 
many  methods  of  mercy  and  judgment  try 
with  them  to  cure  their  idolatry  and  wicked- 
nefs, before  he  removed  the  ten  tribes  firft 
who  were  the  mod  corrupted  § j  and  after 
more  than  an  hundred  years  longer  trial,  the 
other  two  tribes  alfo,  from  their  country* 

*  Genefis  xviii.  23,  %  Pfalm  xcv. 

§  2  Kings  xvii.  7-—/ 

and 
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and  gave  them  up  to  the  tyranny  and  op» 
preffions  of  the  Affyrians  and  Babylonians? 
The  laji  deftruBion  of  their  city,  temple,  and 
nation  by  Titus,  did  not  overwhelm  that  (in- 
fill people;  till  after  they  had  reje&ed  and 
crucified  the  Lord  of  life,  refufed  the  re- 
newed invitations  of  the  divine  grace  made 
to  them  by  the  apoftlcs  and  minifters  of 
Chrift,  and  murdered  them,  and  defeated 
every  method  ufed  by  the  wifdom  and  mer- 
cy of  God  to  bring  them  to  repentance. 
And  when  they  perifhed,  they  were  grown 
fo  generally  and  incurably  wicked,  that  their 
own  hiftorian  Jofepbus  fays  of  them,  "  they 
were  become  the  moft  wicked  of  men ;  and 
had  not  the  Romans  deftroyed  them,  he 
believes  the  divine  Juftice  would  have  de- 
ftroyed them  by  fire  from  heaven/* 

And  to  name  but  one  in  ft  an  ce  more  of 
this  fort.  The  ruin  of  the  once  flourUhing 
churches  of  Afia  by  the  Mahometans y  was  not 
effedted,  till  in  contempt  of  the  warnings  of 
St.  John>  and  all  the  precepts  and  motives 
pf  the  Gofpel,  they  had  fo  greatly  corrupted 
their  faith  and  their  pra&ice,  that  whoever 
reads  their  hiftery  will  be  inclined  to  ques- 
tion; 
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1 }  whether  their  religion,  as  they  had 
afed  it,  was  better  than  Mabometijm,  or 
rther  the  lives  of  Mahometans  could  be 
e  wicked,  than  the  lives  of  tfaofc  dege- 
tte  Christians. 

?o  thefe  of  nations,  I.  might  add  other 
inces  of particular  perfons,  fuch  as  Piw- 
',  ^4i£,  Herod,  and  the  like;  but  I  fhall 
e  thefe  to  your  own  obfervation,  only 
ing  you  in  mind,  that  in  the  hiftory  of 
ikind  we  can  obferve  few,  if  any  tranf- 
Ibrs,  who  have  been  taken  off  by  re~ 
kable  judgments,  but  fuch  as  have  long 
ated  the  milder  methods  of  mercy  and 
edion.  And  let  me  for  a  conclusion 
this  remark,  for  the  honour  of  the  di- 

lenity,  that  God  very  rarefy  brings  a 
ral  ruin  on  a  body  of  tinners.     He  ufu- 

feparates  for  punifhment  one  or  a  few, 

the  reft  may  take  warning.  He  threa- 
,  that  he  may  not  be  obliged  to  puniih ; 
punifhes  a  few,  that  furviving  numbers 

by  repentance  avoid  a  like  ruin.  Com- 
ons  in  debauchery  commonly  drop  one 

another;  and  many  for  a  time  furvive 
*  partners  in  vice,  in  a  capacity  of  im- 
proving 
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proving  their  fall  to  their  own  recovery 
and  happinefs. 

And  if  this  obfervation  be  extended  ta 
nations,  the  lenity  of  the  divine  providence 
will  be  (lill  more  confpicuous.     Though 
vice  and  irreligion  abound  in  the  earth,  how 
few  the  general  or  extenfive  calamities,  with 
which  almighty  God  vifits  finful  men  ?  And 
when  he   proceeds  to   what  he  calls  hi* 
firange  work>  judgment,  how  neceflary  was 
punUhment   become,    for    preventing   the 
much  greater  evil  of  general  and  eftablifhed 
wickednefs  and  impiety  $  to  keep  prefump-* 
tuous  finners  under  fome  reftraint,  to  turn 
back  thofe  who  were  entering  the  paths  of 
ruin,  and  to  fecure  and  encourage  the  righ- 
teous and  pious  ?     Have  not  forgetfulnefs  of 
God  and  difobedience  to  his  holy  laws,  been 
too  generally  the  character  of  mankind  m 
all  ages,  though  more  fo  in  fome  ages  than 
in  others  ?     And  yet  the  annals  of  mankind 
for^x  tboufand years  furnifh  but  one  inftancc 
of  a  general  judgment,  the  univerfal  deluge. 
Have  not  many  great  cities  in  various  ages 
been  infamous  for  debauchery,  and  the  pe- 
culiar fin  of  Sodom  ?    And  yet  we  have  but 

one 
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Cne  inftance  fince  the  creation,  of  cities  de* 
ftroyed  on  account  of  thefe  crimes  by  fire 
from  heaven.  How  many  capitals  of  na- 
tions for  centuries  paft  have  Keen  feats  of 
idolatry,  perfecution,  and  debauchery  ?  Yet 
ftill  are  (landing  and  flourifliing,  being  left 
to  learn  repentance  from  the  deftrucftion  of 
hijbon.  How  feldom  is  extenjhe  famine 
known  among  ungrateful  men  ;  of  whom  fo 
few  ferioufly  confider  and  acknowledge  their 
obligations  to  the  Divine  Bounty  ?  And  ac-i 
cording  to  the  general  courfe  of  things, 
would  it  ever  lay  watfe  mankind,  if  the  pro^ 
duce  of  fruitful  years  were  ufed  with  tern-* 
perance  and  charity?  Were  fobriety,  in* 
duftry  and  charity  as  general,  as  might  be 
expected  from  rational  creatures,  capable  qi 
knowing  their  real  circomfUnces,  and  of 
confulting  their  true  intereft ;  would  a  thou** 
fandth  part  of  the  want,  pain  and  wretched- 
nefs  be  felt,  of  which  mankind  now  -com* 
plain  ?  But  I  would  only  hint  thefe  thought? 
here,  and  leave  a  fuller  view  of  the  Divipe 
mercy  to  finners  to  be  taken  in  the  next  dif 
courfe  -,  wherein  God  will  be  confidered  un* 
der  the  charadtef  of  Redeemer  y  and  con- 
clude this  difcourfe,  with  ddiring  you  fo  to 
P  medi- 
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meditate  on  the  reprefentation  given  you  of 
the  Divine  Mercy,  as  to  be  engaged  by  it 
to  become  ingenuous  penitents. 

May  we  behold  numberkfi  inftances  of 
tranfgrcflbrs  of  the  divine  laws,  exempt  from 
deferved  evils,  and  enjoying  numerous  for- 
feited blcflings  ?  And  are  fome  of  us  in- 
ftances of  the  long-fuflering  of  God ;  who 
although  we  have  finned  greatly,  are  con- 
tinued in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  and  the  ac- 
commodations of  it,  rouzed  at  times  to  fe- 
rious  confidcration,  by  the  ruin  of  fome 
companion  in  vice,  and  ftill  invited  to  re- 
pentance by  the  hope  of  obtaining  pardon 
and  eternal  life  ?  And  can  we  queftion  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  which  we  have  not  only 
beheld  difplaying  itfelf  around  us,  but  largely 
experienced-,  or  hefitate  whether  it  (hall  pre- 
vail with  us  to  repent  ?  The  authority  of 
God  is  unqueftionable,  and  his  favours  have 
been  fo  many  and  great;  his  commands  are 
fo  equitable  and  conducive  to  our  welfare, 
and  the  rewards  promifed  to  obedience  fb 
large,  that  thefe  confidewions  alone  ought 
to  have  determined  us  to  love  and  fervc 
him,  and  heartily  to  repent,  that  we  have 

been 
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bteti  at  all  dflobedient  and  ungrateful.  But 
if  to  this  be  added,  that  this  great  God,  who 
fieeds  not  our  Services  or  happmefs,  who 
kratti  teen  a  witnefs  to  our  ingratitude  and 
rebellions,  and  alfrays  had  it  in  his  power 
to  punifh  us  as  we  have  deferved,  hath  borne 
long  with  us,  and  continued  his  deiigns  of 
our  everlafting  happinefs :  not  only  granting 
us  great  advantages  for  the  firft  practice  o? 
our  doty,  but  prolonging  them,  though 
abufed hath  alfo  tried  gentler  correc- 
tions to  bring  us  to  consideration,  and  mul- 
tiplied favours  to  excite  oor  ingenuity— —~ 
hath  made  it  impoflible  to  be  Satisfied  in  & 
vicious  courfe,  that  the  preftnt  uneafinefs 
might  determine  us  to  quit  it,  and  when 
milder  methods  have  proved  ineffectual, 
hath  chaftifed  us  feverely,  that  he  might 
prevent  our  final  ruin — -and  when  all  thefe 
methods  have  been  defeated  by  our  pervcr fe- 
nefi,  continues  to  ihvite  our  return  to  the 
ways  of  holinefs  and  of  halppinefs  everlaft- 
ing  O  Sirs,   when  you  ferioufly  think 

that  this  great  and  holy  God,  from  whom 

you  have  deferved  the  heavieft  evils  and  ut- 

ler  deftru&iop,    haih    fo  long  manifested, 

P  2  and 
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and  ftill  maintains  a  tender  concern  for  your 
happinefs;  can  you  be  longer  ungrateful 
and  difobedient  ?  Shall  God;  have  been  at 
all  this  expence  to  fecure  your  everlafting 
welfare;  and  will  not  you  yourfelves  re- 
gard it  ?  After  he  hath  conferred  fuch  fa- 
vours, will  you  refufe  him  this  return,  a 
compliance  with  his  defign  of  your  eternal 
happinefs  ?  Surely  if  you  retain  the  lead 
ingenuity,  gratitude,  or  even  wife  regard  to 
your  own  intereft,  you  will  immediately 
break  off  an  intemperate,  lewd,  profane  or 
unrighteous  courfe,  fearing  to  delay  a  mo- 
ment longer,  leaft  fuch  inexcu fable  ingra- 
titude and  obftinate  wickednefs  fhould  pro- 
voke him  to  cut  you  down,  and  caft  you 
into  the  fire. 

And  what  a  dreadful  aggravation  will  it 
prove  of  the  lofs  of  heaven,  and  the  punifti- 
ment  of  hell,  if  you  bring  it  upon  your- 
felves, in  oppofition  to  the  continued  endea- 
vours of  the  beft  of  Beings  through  a  great 
part  of  your  lives,  to  reclaim  you  from  vice 
and  mifery,  and  prevail  on  you  to  become 
wife  and  good,  and  happy  forever  ? 

God 
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God  forbid,  that  any  of  you  fhould  bring 
this  upon  yourfelvcs!  Confider  therefore 
ferioufly,  the  reprefentation  which  has  been 
given  of  the  Divine  Mercy  to  finners; 
and  may  it  determine  you  to  repent  im- 
mediately !    Amen  I 
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SERMON     VIII. 

The  Goodnds  of  God  in  the  Re- 
demption of  a  finfui  World  by 
Jefus  Chrift. 


Ephesians  ii.  5. 
By  grace  areyt  faved- 


THE  gpodnefs  of  God,  or  his  difpofi- 
tion  to  make  his  creatures  happy,  is 
vifible  in  all  his  works,  and  conftitutes  their 
principal  beauty  and  glory.  The  countlefs 
numbers  of  creatures  which  he  hath  pro-* 
duccd,  the  various  capacities  of  pleafure  and 
good  which  he  hath  given  them,  and 
the  abundant  provifion  he  hath  made  for 
(applying  them  all,  are  an  illuftrious  difco* 
very  of  the  boundiefs  benevolence  of  the 
great  Parent  of  the  univerfe ;  and  a  demon* 
ftration  renewed  through  every  age,  that  his 
benevolence  is  inexhauftible  and  everlafting. 
P  4  And 
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And  in  this  fenfc,  the  heavens  declare  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  earth  publifhes  his 
praife ;  and  be  bath  not  left  bimfelf  without 
witnefs  to  finy,  fince  be  dptb  gtod  unto  all  *. 

But  of  all  the  difcoveries  of  the  Divine 
Benevolence,  there  is  not  any  one  fo  de- 
lightful for  us  tp  contemplate)  as  his  kind- 
nefs  and  love  to  mankind  through  Jejtis  Chrift  § ; 
being  peculiarly  fuited  to  our  (late  as  frail 
and  finful.  Here  we  fee,  that  God  not  only 
delights  in  doing  good  to  the  grateful  and 
obedient  among  his  rational  creatures,  and 
to  thofe  other  creatures  of  his,  who  cannot 
deferve  illy  but  that  he  is  alfo  gracious  and 
full  of  compaflion  to  the  ungrateful  and  dif- 
obedient y  defirous  to  recover  them  to  virtue 
and  piety,  and  raife  them  to  that  perfe&ion 
of  blcflednefs,  for  which  he  originally  formed 
them.  That  he  will  do  every  thing,  con- 
fident with  his  wifdomand  holinef$,.to  lave 
them ;  .and  bath  net  fpared  even  bis  own  Sony 
but  given  him  up  to  death  for  us  all\.  And 
that  he  will  not  only  receive  and  pardon  the 
penitent,  and  deliver  them  from  the  wrath 

*  A£ls  xiv.  17.  §  Titus  iii.  4. 

J  Romans  v.  32, 

to 
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to  come*  but  reftorc  theft  to  the  dignity  of 
children,  and  make  them  joint  heirs  nmtb 
Jefus  Cbrijiy  of  an  heavenly  and  cvcrlafting 
inheritance/    :    .  : 

• 

This  is  a  glorious  and  amiable  difcovery 
indeed,  *  of  the  philanthropy  of  our  heavenly 
Father;  which  according- to  the  method  be* 
fore  propofed,  we  are  now  to  confider  and 
illuftrate.     With  rcafon  did  SuPaul  in  a 
verfc  following  the  text  declare;  that  God 
had  Jhown  the  exceeding  riches  of  bis  gractl 
in  his  kindnefs  towards  us  through  Jefus  Ebfijl* 
The  words  are  addreft  to  fome  heathen, 
converted  from  idolatry  and  vice  to  the  faith 
and  practice  of  true  religion,  by  the- preach* 
ing  of  the  Gofpel;  and  thus  reftored  to  the 
favour  of  God,  to  moral  life  and  liberty,  and 
to  the  hope  of  immortal  perfection  and  fe- 
licity >   and  advantageoufly  fituated  for  at- 
taining thefe.      They  follow  a  dark,    but 
juft  account,  of  the  condition  in  which  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift  found  them,  and  out  of 
which  it  faved  them j  and  are  a  declaration 
of  the  great  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  which 
thus  abounded  to  creatures  greatly  guilty  and 

•  Titus  iii.  4. 

wretched. 
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wretched.    In  farther  difcourflng  on  them 
I  propofe, 

I.  To  /how  diftin&ly  what  it  is  to  be 

Javed;    what  was  the  proper  fenfe  of  the 

phrafe,  when  applied  to  the  frfi  converts 

from    haatbenito ;    and   what  it  fignifies 

when  extended  to  us*    And 

K.  I  would  offer  to  your  thooghts^wm/ 
&njider attorn*  proper  to  ilkftraie  the  rtcAe* 
^f  <iv  divine  Grace,  xnfaving  ajinfitl  world 

I.  I  am  iofiNfl*  diftrn&fy,  what  it  is  to  be 
Javed\  what  was  the  proper  fenfe  of  the 
phrafe,  when  applied  to  the  firji  converts 
from,  heathen&n,  and  what  it  fignifics  when 
extended  to  us.  In  general  to  be  faved  fig* 
nifies  to  be  delivered  from  any  evil,  which 
we  fuffer  or  fear.  The  original  word  is 
applied  to  a  deliverance  from  drowning, 
Matthew  viii.  25.  and  from  a  diftempeo 
vt.  ai.  But  when  ofed  by  the  facred  writers 
to  fignify  the  advantages,  which  men  ob- 
tained by  becoming  Chrijlums,  it  ufually  im* 
ports  their  being  faved  from  the  following 

evils. 
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evils.  From  that  deplorable  ftate  of  igno* 
ranee,  in  which  they  were  before  involved, 
from  the  guilt  of  their  paft  fins*  from  the 
ftmar  of fnfvl  habits,  $nd  finally  from  deaths 
?s  the  confequence  of  fin*  *nd  reftored  to 
immortal  life  and  happinefe. 

1.  The  grace,  or  free  and  undejenved 
goodnefc  of  God  fayed  men  through  faith, 
by  their  believing  the  Gofpel,  from  that 
grqfii  ignorance  and  error,  in  relation  to  mat- 
ters of  the  utmqft  importance,  which  before* 
involved  them.  They  were  befbrc  dqrknefs, 
but  thus  became  light  in  the  Lord;  and  were 
therefore  to  give  thanks  to  the  Father,  who 
made  them  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the 
faints'  inheritance  in  light.  Who  delivered 
them  from  the  power  of  darknefs,  and  trans- 
lated them  into  the  kingdom  of  bis  dear  Son  *. 

The  Gentiles,  who  were  before  without 
the  knowledge  and  worship  of  the  true  God, 
and  who  worshipped  idols  of  Giver  and 
gold,  reprefenting  men  of  like  paflions  and 
vices  with  themfetves  ;  and  who  changed  the 
glory  of  the  incorruptible  God,  into-  an  image 

*  Coloffians  i.  12,  13. 

made 
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made  tike  unto  corruptible  man,  and  birds  and 

four-footed  beafts* thcfc  men  were  by 

the  light  of  the  Gofpel  inftru&ed,  to  know 
and  worfhip  the  one  God  and  Father  of  all, 
of  whom  are  all  things  through  whom  are  all 
things,  and  to  whom  are  all  things,  and  whom 
to  know  is  Itfe  eternal  $.  Who  is  a  fpirit, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  worfhipped  ihjpi- 
rit  and  in  trutb§  ;  and  who  is  poficft  of  un- 
bounded power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  and 
of  righteoufnefs  and  purity  invariable.  Who 
made  and  governs  the  world,  and  vj\\\  judge 
it  in  righteoufnefs  i  and  who  is  the  Rewarder 
(fall  that  diligently  feek  him  J]. 

They  who  before  applied  to  evil  fpirits, 
or  to  the  fouls  of  departed  princes,  as  me- 
diators between  them  and  the  fupream  God, 
were  now  enlightned  to  know  the  only 
Mediator  between  God  and  man  -j-  -,  through 
whojn  they  might  obtain  from  the  Father 
of  all  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  afliftance  to 
pra&ife  their  duty,  and  eternal  life  as  the 
reward*     They  who  were  in  ignorance  and 

•  Romans 4.  23.  {  I  Corinthians  viii.  6. 

John  xvii.  3.  §  John  iv.  24.  ||  Hebrews 

jri.  6.  +1  Timothy  ii.  5. 

error 
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error  with  regard  to  the  fure  method  of 
pleafing  God,    and   obtaining   deliverance 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  were  faved  by  the 
Gofpel  from  this  fatal  ignorance;  and  in- 
ftead  of  fenfelefs  fuperftitions,  cruel  facrifi- 
ces,  and  immoral  rites,  were  taught  to  re- 
commend themfelves  to  the  mercy  of  God, 
folely  through  the  death  and  mediation  of 
Chrift ;  and  to  hope  for  it,  only  on  the  rea- 
fonable  terms  of  repentance  and  amendment* 
And  they  were  farther  inftrudted   by  the 
grace  of  the  Gofpel,  denying  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lujls,  to  livefoberly,  rigbteoujly,  and 
godly  in  tbeprefent  world:  lookingfor  the  blef- 
fed  hope>    and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God,  and  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrijl. 
Finally,  they  who  were  before  uncertain  as 
to  a  future  fate,  and  their  condition  in  it, 
and  who  through  the  fear  of  death  were  all 
their  lifetime  fubjeB  to  bondage  -,  and  by  the 
confcioufnefs  of  guilt  and  imperfe&ion,  great- 
ly difcouraged  in  their  endeavours  to  be- 
come good,  as  they  could  form  but  low  ex- 
peditions of  future  reward they  were 

faved  by  the  Gofpel  from  this  gloomy  ftate; 
*  life  and  immortality  were  brought  to  light 

*  2  Timothy  i.  io. 
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lor  them,  and  they  wtt*  affured  by  the  te- 
fofredtion  of  Chrift  of  being  raifed  from  the 
dead,  and  animated  to  a  patient  continuance 
in  well-doing,  by  the  promife  of  ghry>  ho- 
nour and  immortality  •• 

How  valuable  to  the  gentile  world  this 
falvation,  and  how  great  the  grace  of  God 
in  faring  them,  by  fending  his  own  Son  into 
the  world,  to  be  zfun  of  right  eoufnefs,  andf 
to  fcatter  the  thick  clouds  of  ignorance,  er- 
ror and  fuperftition,  which  covered  them ! 
How  great  the  favour  to  be  faved  from  an 
idolatrous  and  corrupting  fuperftition ;  which 
inftead  of  rendering  men,  as  they  hoped, 
acceptable  to  the  fupream  Power,  rendered 
them  odious,   by  cherifliing  within  them 
vile   afFedtions,    and  mifchicvous  pafiions  ( 
How  great  the  grace  to  be  faved  from  an 
anxious  uncertainty,  as  to  the  pardon  of  ma* 
ny  and  great  crimes,  and  as  to  the  condi- 
tion appointed  for  them  in  the  world  of  re- 
tribution; and  to  be  bleffed  with  a  plain  rule' 
of  life,  diredting  to  the  practice  of  real  vir- 
tue and  piety,  which  improved  their  na- 
ture, gave  folid  fatisfadtion  within,  deferved 

*  Romans  ii.  7. 

3  efteem 


in  the  Redemption  of  the  World.       223 

cfteem  and  love  from  others,  and  rational 
hopes  of  divine  acceptance  and  an  eternal 
reward. 

And  if  the  grace  of  God  was  great  to 
thofe,  whom  by  the  Gofpei  he  faved  out  of 
this  ftate,  it  hath  been  yet  greater  to  us,  in 
preventing  oat  falling  under  it.  In  all  pro- 
bability, if  the  fun  of  rigbteoufnefs  had  not 
rifen  upon  the  world,  ignorance  and  fuper~ 
ftition  would  have  gone  on  increafing ;  and 
long  ere  this  time  the  cloud  become  fo 
thick,  as  to  produce  a  total  darknefs  in  the 
moral  world.  The  deplorable  ignorance, 
and  horrible  fuperftitions  of  the  Eaft-Indians 
and  Cbinefe,  are  a  proper  reprefentation  of 
what  would  have  been  our  wretched  ftate  at 
beft,  if  God  in  mercy  had  not  difpelled  the 
cloud  from  over  our  part  of  the  earth,  by 
his  Gofpei ;  and  appointed  us  to  be  born 
and  educated  in  a  nation  of  protectants,  on 
whom  his  Gofpei  (bines  with  unclouded 
beams.  If  we  therefore  know  the  true  God 
in  a  light  moil  venerable  and  amiable,  if 
we  are  animated  to  piety  and  virtue,  by  full 
aflurances  of  divine  forgivenefs,  aids  and  ac- 
ceptance, if  we  are  entered  into  a  plain  path 

to 
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to  happinefs,  and  exprefsly  warned  to  avoi^ 
what  would  end  in  deftrudtion— — if  we 
have  thus  efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  worlds 
through  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour——if  wc  have  thus  taftcd  noble  fatif- 
fe&ions  in  the  love  of  God  and  of  Jefus,  irt 
the  pra&ice  of  goodnefs,  and  the  hopes  of 
immortality;  and  thus  making  great  im- 
provements in  holinefs,  have  laid  up  a  large 
treafure  in  Heaven— to  the  Grace*  or  free 
and  undeferved  goodnefs  of  God,  we  are 
obliged  for  this :  who  by  granting  to  man-' 
kind  the  bleflings  of  the  Gofpel,  and  ap- 
pointing us  to  be  born,  where  we  might  to 
the  beft  advantage  enjoy  thefc,  hath  thus 
faved  us,  from  all  the  hurtful  effe&s  of  ig- 
norance, fuperftition  and  idolatry,  and  fa- 
vourably fituated  us  for  attaining  high  de- 
grees of  hoiinefs  in  this  life,  and  of  perfec- 
tion and  bleflednefs  in  eternity.  A  favour 
which  his  extenfive  grace  defigned  for  the 
whole  world,  and  which  would  have  been 
enjoyed  by  all,  if  their  corrupt  prejudices, 
and  obftinate  adherence  to  idolatry  and  vice* 
had  not  difappointed  the  purpofes  of  the 
divine  philanthropy. 

S  2.  Another 
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2.  Another  evil  which  lay  heavy  upon 
the  heathen  world,  and  from  which  the 
grace  of  Qodfaved  the  converted  Ephefians 
through  faith,  was  the  guilt  of  manifold 
tranfgreffions,  and  the  dread  and  danger  of 
the  Divine  dijpiea/ure9  which  they  had  in- 
curred by  thefe.  What  a  fad  picture  doe* 
thefrft  chapter  of  St.  Parts  epiftle  to  the 
Romans  give  us,  of  the  corruption  and  wick- 
ednefs  of  the  nations  at  that  time?  ,  A  pic- 
ture not  more  dark  than  true;  verified  in 
every  particular,  by  the  teftimonies  of  their 
*  poets,  philofophers,  and  biftorians.  How 
anxious  muft  the  minds  of  fuch  perfons  be, 
as  often  as  they  ferioufly  refledted  on  their 
.  condudt,  and  the  juftice  of  Heaven  !  And 
how  undone  their  condition,  fhould  God  en- 
ter into  judgment  with  them,  and  in  a  fol- 
lowing ftate  punifli  them  according  to  their 
deferts !  And  how  valuable  falvation  from 
fuch  a  ftate! 

To  be  confeious  to  numberlefs  tranfgref- 
fions, and  upon  an  impartial  review  to  be 
difpleafed  with  and  condemn  ourfelves,  and 
dread  the  diipleafure  and  condemnation  of 

+  See  Gnu  and  Whitby  on  this  chapter. 

Q^  the 
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the  Almighty to  feel  the  Divine  difplea- 

fure  in  the  effc&s  of  our  vices,  and  in  other 
calamities,  and  expedt  ft  ill  greater  evils  after 
death Or  which  is  a  ftill  worfe  condi- 
tion, to  have  really  defcrved  the  Divine  dif- 
pleafure,  and  to  be  in  great  danger  from  it, 
yet  to  go  on  fearlefs  in  thofe  courfes,  which 
lead  to  certain  dcftrudlion. — Such  was  the 
deplorable  ftate  of  the  heathen  world,  when 
the  grace  of  God  appeared  to  them  bringing 
falvalion.  When  his  mercy  provided  the 
Jacrifice  of  his  Sens  obedience  unto  death,  and 
invited  the  greateft  finners  to  accept  pardon 
and  life  through  him;  */Vz  whom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgiveuefs 
effins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace. 
Chrift  was  exalted  to  be  a  Saviour  by  giv- 
ing remijjion  cf  fins%\  and  it  is  a  principal 
part  of  the  Gofpel  falvation.  They  who 
before  had  no  hope,  and  who  were  §  without 
God  in  the  world,  having  repented  and  be-, 
lieved  in  Chrift,  were  brought  nigh.  And 
being  \\ju/lifed  by faith,  had  peace  with  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/h,  and  accefs  into 
that  /late  of  favour,  wherein  they  could  Jland% 

•  Ephcfians  i.  7.  %  A&s  v.  31. 

§  Ephdians  ii.  12.  \  Romans  v.  1— . 

and 
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and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  And 
not  only  fo,  but  whereas  afflictions  before 
produced  a  painful  anxiety,  being  regarded 
as  tokens  of  the  Divine  anger,  and  fore- 
runners of  greater  evils,  they  could  now 
glory  in  tribulations,  which  wrought  patience ', 
and  experience  of  the  love  of  God,  and  a 
hope,  which  would  never  make  them 
afhamed. 

A  wife  and  holy  God  is  certainly  dif- 
pleafed  with  difobedience  and  wickednefs ; 
and  being  almighty,  is  able  to  punifli  it  to 
the  full  of  the  (inner 's  defert.     And  if  he 
Should  thus  punifh  it,  every  (inner  muft  be 
wretched  5  but  miferable  beyond  expreffion 
fuch  great  (inners,   as  were  many  of  the 
Gentiles  before  their  converfion.   God  alone 
can  forgive  (in,  and  he  alone  can  fix  the 
*erms  of  pardon.     When  therefore  he  ap- 
pointed, that  his  Sop's  obedience  unto  death, 
Ihould  be  the  atonement  for  the  Jim  of  the 
'world  1  and  as  a  reward  of  it,  gave  him  au- 
thority to  affure  a  guilty  world  of  full  for- 
givenefs,  on  the  gracious  terms  of  faith  in 
Chrift,  or  a  hearty  fubje&ion  to  the  Son  of 
God,  and  repentance  from  dead  works  •,  the 
Q^2  falva- 
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falvation  was  indeed  great,  which  his  mercy 
thus  offered  to  a  world,  dead  in  trefpajjcs 
and  fins.  The  Grace  which  aflured  them  of 
pardon,  having  alfo  a  ftrong  influence  for 
exciting  repentance  in  every  breaft,  wherein 
there  was  a  conviction  of  the  guilt  and  dan- 
ger of  a  vicious  life.  To  be  delivered  then 
from  the  dread  of  the  Divine  difplcafure  in 
this  life,  and  from  fuffering  it  in  the  next; 
to  be  reftored  to  the  full  favour  of  God,  and 
tinder  it  aflured  of  poffefling  every  good 
proper  for  a  ftate  of  difcipline,  and  of  fe« 
curity  from  every  real  evil ;  and  to  be  en- 
tered under  the  divine  guidance  into  the  path 

of  life  and  happinefs  everlafting this  is 

to  be  faved  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  thus 
the  grace  of  God  laved  all  the  penitent  Gen- 
tiles through  faith ;  or  all  who  believed  in 
Chrift,  and  fubmitted  to  him. 

Nor  was  the  neceflity,  or  the  benefit  of 
this  part  of  the  Chriftian  falvation,  confined 
to  the  Jirft  converts.  All  have  finned*  and 
come  JJoort  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  (hould  he 
befiriSl  to  mark  iniquity,  no  fiejh  could fiand 
in  his  fight.  And  by  Cbrifi  all  who  believe 
in  every  age  are  jufiified  from  all  things, 

from 
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from  nnbicb  they  could  not  he  juftificd  by  the 
law  of'Mo/es  *.  And  wbofoever  comet  b  unto 
God  by  bimy  be  will  by  no  means  rejeSl  him  %. 
They  who  have  efcaped  the  groflcr  pollu- 
tions of  the  world,  through  the  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  who  have  led 
lives  in  the  main  conformable  to  the  Gof* 
pel ;  befides  that  they  are  indebted  to  the 
grace  of  God  for  thofe  advantages,  whkh 
have  diftinguifhed  them,  and  enabled  them 

to  diftmguilh  themfelvee they  muft  yqt 

be  confeious  of  having  done  a  great  deal  to 
provoke  the  Divine  difplcafure,  of  many 
offences  aggravated  by  the  light  and  grace 
of  the  Gofpel ;  and  that  their  improvements 
have  been  very  fhort  of  their  advantages. 
They  therefore  will  humbly  pray,  enter  not, 
O  Lord,  into  judgment  with  thyfervants ;  and 
will  highly  value  this  part  of  the  Chriftian 
falvation,  which  affurcs  the  full  remiffion  of 
fins,  the  acceptance  to  eternal  life  of  an 
obedience  fo  defective,  and  their  entire  de- 
liverance from  the  wrath  to  come. 

And  if  this  falvation  by  Chrift  be  fo  valu- 
able to  the  bejl  men,  how  valuable  muft  the 

*  Afts  xiii.  38.  %  Jbhn  vj.  37. 

Q  3  aflyr- 
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affurance  of  forgivenefs  be,  and  how  great 
the  bleflednefs  of  being  forgiven,  to  perfons 
who  have  fpent  a  great  part  of  life,  in 
known  difobedience  unto  God  !  Who  in- 
ftead  of  an  habitual  acknowledgement  of 
God  by  daily  prayer  and  praife,  have  lived 
forgetful  of  their  daily  Benefactor,  and  fcarce 
mentioned  his  name,  but  in  profane  oaths 
and  curfes.  Who  inilead  of  obferving  his 
laws  of  temperance  and  chaftity  in  the  en- 
joyment of  his  gifts,  have  affronted  him  by 
abufing  them  to  intemperance  and  lcwdnefs. 
And  who  have  been  fo  far  from  diligently 
prcfecuting  the  noble  purpofes,  for  which 
they  were  fent  into  the  world ;  that  they 
have  never  once  ferioufly  thought,  for  what 
purpofes  they  were  made,  or  what  would 
become  of  them  after  death.  And  who  in- 
ftead  of  laving  their  neighbours  as  themfehes, 
and  being  employed  in  doing  good,  have, 
by  indulging  to  envy,  malice  and  injuftice, 
rendered  others  unhappy.  And  who,  al- 
though life  and  immortality  ivere  brought  to 
light  before  them,  have  neglected  to  fecure 
it  by  a  patient  continuance  in  well  doi#gt  and 
behaved  as  if  they  wpre  to  die  like  the 
brutes,    and  had   no  concern   beyond  the 

grave  j 
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grave;  and  given  themfelves  to  indulgences, 
which  utterly  difqualify  the  mind  for  the 
bleflednefs  promifed  by  the  Gofpel.'  How 
dreadful  the  condition  of  fuch,  whofe  guilt 
is  aggravated  by  clear  difcoveries  of  the  Di- 
vine will,  by  the  goodnefs  manifefted  in 
Chrift,  and  by  the  powerful  encourage- 
ments to  obedience,  and  awful  threatnings 
againft  dilbbedience,  he  hath  fet  before 
them. 

God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity, 
he  hath  been  a  conftant  witnefs  to  thefr  con- 
duct, and  is  able  to  render  them  as  wretch- 
ed, as  they  have  made  themfelves  guilty. 
But  fo  great  is  his  grace,  that  he  ftill  offers 
them  pardon  if  they  will  repent,  and  hear- 
tily believe  in  his  Son.  How  (hould  this 
goodnefs  affett  them,  how  readily  fhonld 
they  clofe  with  it,  thankful  that  they  may 
yet  efcape  the  evils,  included  in  the  difplea- 
fure  of  the  Almighty,  and  an  utter  exclu- 
fion  from  everlafting  bleflednefs  $  and  by  re- 
turning to  God  and  to  their  duty,  may  be 
reftored  to  his  favour,  and  be  aided  by  him 
in  mortifying  evil  habits,  in  fecuring  them- 
selves from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  obtain- 
0^4  ing 
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ing  everlafting  life.  Cprtainly  'tis  grace  ior 
deed,  which  would  thus  favg  the  chief  of 
finners  *.  And  this  by  Chrift  is  tendered 
to  all ;  who  declares,  that  J  all  manner  Qffin 
and  blafphemy  Jhall  be  forgiven  to  thpfe  who 
repent,  and  bring  forth  fruit*  pieet  for  re- 
pentance. 

3.  Salvation  from  the  dominion  of  finful 
pajfions  and  habits,  is  another  great  blefling, 
which  the  grace  of  God  confers  on  mankind 
through  faith.  Tou  bath  he  quickened,  faith 
our  Apoftle,  who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and 
fins.  This  was  the  ftate  of  the  greater  part? 
when  the  Gofpei  appeared  -,  who  were  funk 
into  the  moff  vicious  practices,  and  conr 
firmed  in  them,  by  the  dodtrines  and  rites 
of  a  corrupting  idolatry.  Tbefe  the  Gofpei 
rouzed  to  ferious  thought  and  moral  life, 
\>y  declaring  from  Heaven  the  wrath  of  the 
only  true  God,  againjl  all  ungodlinefs  andun- 
righteoufnefs  of  men ;  and  by  reprefenting  in 
a  clear  light  the  beauty  and  worth  of  genu- 
ine piety  and  goodnefs^  and  the  odioufnefs 
and  fatal  cqnfequences  of  their  vices;  and 
by  encouraging  their  hopes  of  pardon,   if 

•  1  Timothy  i.  15.  %  Matthew  xii.  31. 

they 
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jfcey  wanted,  aa4  pf  »ffiftancp  faup  above, 
jf  they  exerted  themfelyes,  in  wofking  oyi\ 
their  own  falvation :  and  by  afluring  them, 
that  Gad  bath  appointed  #  day,  i$e*  fc  would 
judge  the  v>orld  in  rigbfeotf?efsy  w$  c?rftinly 
render  glory ,  hotmr  and  mnmtotity  unto  a 
p&ient  continuance  in  "well  doing  *  5  but  ifa 
dignation  and  nyratb,  tribulation  #nd  <?»▼ 
guijb  %,  to  all  the  obftinately  wfckpd,  who 
ih^il  be  pwi\fbed  with  ever<U$ing  defiru&m 
from  tip  prefence  tf  {be  Lord  §. 

Tljefe  interefting  troths  publfthe4  to  V* 
jgnorant  and  thougbtlefs  generation,  and 
confirmed  by  miraple?,  rouzed  th^ir  atten- 
tion, and  a&ed  ftrongly  op  every  generous, 
3$  well  as  felfifh  paffion.  Apd  when  par- 
ibus were  made  deeply  fenfible  of  their  guilt 
and  danger,  defirous  to  throw  off  the  bon-» 
dage  of  fin,  and  determined  to  ftruggle  for 
liberty,  the  Gofpel  proved  of  pow?r  to  fct 
them  free.  And  this,  partly  by  the  force 
of  the  important  truths  it  fo  clearly  taught, 
and  partly  by  the  influences  of  the  Divine 

*  A&i  xvii.  30.  t  Romans  ii.  7. 

$  2  Thcflalonuns  i.  9, 
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Spirit,  which  accompanied  the  miniftry  of 
the  word. 

St.  Paul  enumerating  fome  of  the  greateft 
finners,  thieves,  covetous,  drunkards,  adul- 
terers, extortioners,  and  the  like,  fays  to  the 
Czrlntbians ;  *  andfuch  were  fome  of  you,  but 
ye  are  jujlifed,  but  ye  are  fanftified,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  fpirit  of 
our  God.  Where  ever  perfons"  hontftly  im- 
proved the  affiftances  given  by  the  Gofpel, 
more  affi^ance  was  given.  God  granted  his 
t  holy  fpirit  to  them  that  afked  him  earneftly 
and  perfeveringly.  And  §  the  law  of  the  fpi- 
rit of  life  in  Chriji  Jefus,  made  them  free 
from  the  law  of  Jin  and  of  death.  Whereas 
perfons  deftitute  of  the  grace  and  fpirit  of 
Chrift,  ||  although  they  delighted  in  the  law 
of  God  after  the  inward  man ;  yet  felt  ano- 
ther law  in  their  members,  warring  againft 
the  law  of  their  minds,  and  bringing  them  in- 
to captivity  unto  the  law  of  fin  and  of  death. 
The  excitements  unto  obedience  derived 
from  the  prefence,  authority,  and  righteous 
judgment   of  God,    and  from   his  mercy, 

*  i  Corinthians  vi.  9.  %  Luke  xi.  13. 

§  Romans  viii.  2.  ||  Romans  vii.  22. 

abound- 
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abounding  to  the  penitent;  from  the  love 
of  Chrift,  and  his  dying  to  take  away  fin; 
from  the  lovelinefs  of  virtue  and  piety,  and 
the  bafenefs  of  fin,  and  from  the  everlafting 
rewards  allured  to  piety  and  obedience,  and 
the  dreadful  punifliments  dcftined  for  impe- 
nitent finners  in  a  future  ftate— — thefe  ex- 
citements were  fo  powerful,  that  when  the 
minds  of  men  were  by  the  Divine  Spirit 
difpofed  to  believe  and  attend  to  them,  they 
infpired  refolution  and  ftrength  for  breaking 
the  yoke  of  fin,  and  becoming  the  fervants 
of  God.  And  all  who  gave  themfclves  up 
to  this  Divine  Afiiftant,  and  who  heartily 
ftrove  to  enter  the  ftrait  gate,  found,  through 
his  aids,  their  endeavours  prove  fuecsfsfuL 
A  glorious  change  was  wrought,  *  they  bad 
their  fruit  unto  hqlinefs}  and  their  end  ever* 
tying  life. 


The  angry  and  revengeful  became  meek 
and  forgiving,  the  fenfual  and  lewd  pure 
and  heavenly,  the  profane  devout,  and  the 
covetous  bountiful.  The  extortioner  rejtored 
what  he  had  gained  by  injuftice,  and  g<?ve 
half  his  goods  to  the  poor  §.     And  they  who 

*  Romans  vi.  aa.  §  Luke  xix.  8. 

before 
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before  minded  only  earthly  things,  being 
fife n  with  Cbrift,  fought  the  things  which  are 
above.  They  who  through  fear  had  denied 
<he  truth,  rejoiced  tofufferfor  in  fake  *  •,  and 
they  who  had  persecuted,  preached  the  Gof- 
pel,  and  (ealed  it  with  their  blood.  The 
X  female  penitent  at  the  houfe  of  Simon  the 
pharifee,  Zacbeus  the  publican,  a  once  cow- 
ardly Peter*  Saul  a  zealous  perfecutor,  and 
afterwards  as  zealous  a  preacher  of  the  truth, 
and  the  Epbefans,  who  burnt  their  magic 
books,  though  valued  at  50,000  pieces  of 
filver;  were,  to  omit  others,  glorious  in- 
stances of  this  faving  power  of  the  Gofpel, 
in  fubduing  the  ftrongeft  finful  paffions,  and 
the  moft  inveterate  prejudices. 

And  by  the  like  grace,  though  in  differ- 
ent degrees,  proportioned  to  our  differing 
.  necefiities,  temptations,  and  improvements, 
are  we  faved.  The  promife  that  God  will 
give  bis  holy  Jpirit,  to  them  who  ajk  him  §  ; 
is  not  limited  to  any  age,  but  belongs  to  the 
children  of  God  in  all  ages||.  And  all  who 
have  groaned  under  the  yoke  of  vicious  paf- 

•  A£b  v.  41*  %  Luke  vii.  37. 

§  Luke  xi.  13.  ||  Matthew  vii.  11. 

3  fions, 
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fions,  and  (he  dread  of  that  mifcry  to  which 

(hey  drive  men  ;  all  who  know  the  fatisfac-* 
tions  artfing  from  the  love  of  God,  and  th£ 
practice  of  holinefs,  and  from  an  heavenly 
temper ;  from  a  good  aflurance  of  the  Di- 
vine acceptance  and  a  blefled  immortality-— 
all  thefe  know  the  value  of  this  part  of  the 
Gofpet  falvation.  *  For  as  many  as  are  led 
by  the  fpirit  of  God,  are  the  Jons  of  Gcfdi 
<Tbey  are  filled  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  be* 
heving;  and  various  excellent  qualities,  %tbe 
fruits  of  the  fpirit,  make  happy  their  minds, 
and  adorn  their  conducft.  §  And  if  they  ati 
children,  then  are  they  heirs  of  God,  and  joint 
heirs  with  Jefus  Cbrifi;  \\of  an  inherit  and 
incorruptible*  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  mi 
away,  referved  in  heaven  for  tbofe,  who  are 
kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith  unto 
falvation. 

The  great  truths  and  motives  of  religion 
being  invifibk,  can  only  influence  us,  when 
tmdeprefent  to  the  mind  by  fixed  medita- 
tion. The  temptations  to  vice  are  continu- 
ally  prefent,  folliciting  the  fenfes,  and  turn- 

•  Rontons  viii.  14,  %  Galatians  v.  22. 

§  Romans  viii,  17.  ||  1  Peter  i.  4 — • 

ing 
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ing  off  the  mind,  from  attending  to  the 
other.  And  when  perfons  have  contracted 
an  afFe&ion  to  any  vice,  this  directs  their  at- 
tention ftill  more  ftrongly  to  the  objedls 
which  fuit  it,  and  diverts  them  from  the 
contrary.  We  all  therefore,  more  or  lcfs, 
need  divine  influences,  to  make  the  rules 
and  motives  of  religion  powerfully  prefent 
to  the  mind,  and  efpecially  in  an  hour  of 
temptation.  And  our  receiving  divine  in- 
fluences for  this  purpofe,  and  thus  recover- 
ing our  true  liberty  of  a&ing,  conformably 
to  the  dictates  of  reafon  and  religion,  and 
being  enabled  to  preferve  it,  is  a  glorious  in- 
ftance  of  that  grace  by  which  God  faves 
tinners,  faves  all  who  do  not  refift  his  in- 
fluences: but  who  valuing  the  liberty  of 
the  fons  of  God,  ftruggle  hard  to  gain  it, 
and  who  having  recovered,  are  careful  to 
preferve  it.     And  to  clofe  this  general, 

4.  Another  great  evil,  from  which  the 
grace  of  God  faves  all,  who  believe  and 
obey  his  gofpel,  is  the  dominion  of  death ; 
from  which  he  promifes  them  a  redemption, 
and  hath  given  an  earnejl  of  it  in  the  refur- 
redion  of  Chrift;  and  which  he  will  com- 

pleat 
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J>leat  at  the  end  of  the  world,  in  their  im- 
mortal life  and  bleffednefs.  This  falvatioit 
is  not  indeed  enjoyed  as  yet,  but  a  title  to 
it  is  granted  unto  all,  who  believe  with  the 
hearty  and  who  give  all  diligence  to  make 
their  calling  and  eleStion  Jure ;  adding  to  their 
^faitb  fortitude,  knowledge,  temperance \  pa- 
tience, godlinefs,  brotberly-kindnefs  and  cha- 
rity  §•  And  they  (hall  hereafter  be  put  into 
poffeffion  of  it,  and  have  an  abundant  en- 
trance minijlred  to  them,  into  the  everlajling 
kingdom  of  their  Lord  and  Saviour.  And  fo 
certain  from  the  promife  of  God,  and  from 
the  refurredfr'on  of  Chrift,  is  this  immorta- 
lity, to  all  who  believe  and  obey  the  GoC- 
pel,  that  in  the  words  following  the  text, 
the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  it  as  what  they  already 
enjoyed.  He  hath  quicknedyou  together  with 
Cbri/l,  by  grace  ye  are  Jdved,  and  be  bath 
raijed  you  together  with  him,  and  made  you 
fit  together  in  heavenly  places.  %  For  if  the 
fpirit  of  him,  who  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the 
dead,  dwell  in  you,  be  who  raifed  up  Chrifi 
from  the  dead,  flail  afo  quicken  your  mortal 
bodies,  becaufe  of  bis  fpirit  that  dwelletb  in 
you. 

§  2  Peter  i.  4.  %  Romans  viii.  1  r. 

In 
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In  dorifecjueftce  of  rhe  firjl  tranfgreffiotf, 
#e  art  born  tvith  the  feeds  of  death  in  our 
ffariie  5  theft  are  ndtirifhed  by  finful  prac- 
tices, ahd  death  pajfes  upon  dfl,  hecaufe  all 
fin\.  As  none  of  the  children  of  men  at* 
tain  unto  that  perfe&ion  of  obedience,  unto 
which  eternal  life  was  originally  annexed, 
we  fnuft  remain  under  the  power  of  death, 
tinlefs  we  ivtfaved  by  the  grace,  or  mere 
goodnefs  of  God.  In  this  refpedt  all  the 
ages  of  rfiankind  are  alike;  though  fome 
being  more  corrupt  than  others,  are  deeper 
funk  under  the  dominion  of  death.  But 
God  who  is  rich  in  mercy  y  for  bis  great  love 
wherewith  be  loved  us,  when  we  were  dead  in 
irejpaffes  and  fins,  quickned  us  together  with 
Chrift  §•  Hefent  bis  own  Son  from  Heaven 
to  be  made  fiejh,  that  by  his  perfedt  obedi- 
ence unto  death  as  a  man,  he  might  recover 
immortality  for  the  human  race ;  that  ||  as 
in  Adam  all  die,  in  Cbrifi  all  might  be  made 
alive.  As  a  reward  of  his  obedience  nnlto 
death,  Chrift  received  from  the  goodnefs  of 
his  Father,  a  power  to  raife  all  from  the 
dead.     And  the  hour  is  coming,  in  the  which 

\  Romans  v.  14—.  §  Romans  v,  19. 

1  1  Corinthians  xv.  22. 

all 
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all  who  are  in  their  graves' flail  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  Jkall  come  forth. 
Tbey  who  have  done  good  to  the  refurreSlion 
of  life,  and  they  who  have  done  evil  to  the 
refurreftjon  of  damnation  $.      And  of  this 
God  hath  given  ajfurance  to  all  men,  by  raif- 
ing  Jefusfrom  the  dead.     All  men  therefore 
are  thus  far  faved  by  the  grace  of  God  in 
Chrift,  that  they  are  reftored  to  a  capacity 
'for   immortal  bleflednefs,    and   may   attain 
everlafting  life,   in  a  courfe  of  obedience, 
proportioned  to  their  frailty,    difadvantages 
and  temptations.     And  all  who  comply  with 
this  defign  of  God,  (hall  a&ually  obtain  it ; 
and  receive  glory,  honour  and  immortality »,  as 
the  reward  of  a  patient  continuance  in  well- 
doing.    And  how  glorious  and  divine  this 
falvation ! 

After  a  few  years  of  life,  we  miift  all 
yield  to  death ;  and  after  a  very  imperfedfc 
enjoyment,  be  removed  from  all  the  good 
and  pleafure  which  this  world  contains. 
Were  we  to  eftimatethe  happinefs  we  might 
expett  in  the  next  (late,  merely  by  our  obe-' 
dience  in  this,    how  low  muft  our  hopes 

%  John  v,  28. 
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flok,  who  are  confcious  to  (a  many  wilfaj 
offences,  and  after  all  but  unprofitable  fer? 
wants.  But  though  we  are  foolifh  and  di£>- 
bedient  children,  our  heavenly  Father  makes 
us  heirs,  and  joint  heirs  with  Jefus  Cbrift, 
of  an  heavenly  and  everlafting  inheritance. 
We  arc  directed  to  wait  for  a  period,  when 
our  bodies,  %  redeemed  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  (hall  be  reftored  to  perfect  beau- 
ty, a&ivity  and  glory,  and  to  immortal  life, 
being  made  §  Hie  unto  Cbrijt's  own  mojl  glo- 
rious body.  When  we  (hall  be  put  into  po£ 
feffion  of  a  blefledneft,  fuited  to  our  nature, 
exalted  to  its  higheft  perfection,  and  (hall 
||  dwell  forever  in  the  heavenly  Jerufalem%  >in 
the  glorious  prefence  of  God  and  of  Cbrijt,  m 
a  city,  the  fplendor  and  felicity  of  which 
will  be  worthy  the  divine  Prefence,  and 
fuitable  to  our  dignity  and  capacities  as  im- 
mortal beings*  Where  vice,  pain,  folly, 
forrow  and.  death  will  no  more  be  known* 
Where  we  (hall  be  *  like  unto  the  angels, 
beholding  with  them  the  face  of  God,  fulr 
filling  his  will,  triumphing  in  his  praifes, 

X  Romans  viii.  23.  §  1  Corinthians  xv. 

42 — .    Philippiaits  iii.  21.  f  Revelations  xxu 

*  Luke  xx.  36. 

7  and 


in  the  Redemption  of  the  World.       243- 

ihd  tranfpbrted  with  bright  and  large  views 
<>f  the  divine  perfections  and  works*  and 
with  correfpondem  fentimfent6  of  devotion  % 
partaking  in  their  friendships  and  employ* 
meat**  and  With  them  enjoying  the  light 
of  God's  countenance.  Thus  will  the  grace 
*£  God  through  Chriftjave  all,  who  believe 
and  obey  him.  They  are  *  flow  ihti  cbHdrth 
tfOod*  btit  it  does  not  yet  appeal  what  they 
Jhall  be\  but  this  they  know,  that  when 
Cbriji  appears *  thy  Jhall  be  like  him*  and  fe$ 
htm  as  he  isj  and  be  forever  with  the  Lord%* 

How  great*  G  God}  H  thy  grace;    ht>W 
^onderfM  thy  loving  kindnefs  to  the  chiU 
dren  of  meri  I     What  are  we  frail  and  mor- 
tal, footifii*   ungrateful,   and  incdnftant  it\> 
Our  beft  refolutions,  and  very  defective  irt 
our  beft  obedience*  that  thou  (liouldeft  faVQ 
us  forever  from  the  fins  we  have  indulged, 
and  from  the  death  #e  have  defer  ved,  and 
after  a  (htirt  trial*  inflate  us  for  eternity  in 
com  pleat  add  unchangeable  felitity!  Verity 
God  is  love.    Forever  bleffed  be  tbt  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/l,  who  of  his 
abundant  merty,  hath  begotten  us  again  tg 

*  John  Hi.  2.  t  1  Theflalonians  iv.  17. 
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an  immortality  of  blcffcdncfs,  by  the  refuf- 
re&ion  of  Chrift.  This  rich  grace  of  our 
heavenly  Father  we  would  now  celebrate 
with  a  warmth  of  gratitude,  and  with  exalted 
praifes ;  and  this  we  hope  we  (hall  foon  bet- 
ter acknowledge,  joined  to  the  innumerable 
company  of  the  redeemed,  who  forever 
praife  him !  May  our  faith  of  this  divine 
felicity  purify  our  hearts,  work  by  love, 
make  us  fuperior  to  the  world,  and  be  per- 
fected by  obedience;  and  it  will  never  make 
us  afhamed ! 

'  Let  me  clofe  here  the  account  of  what 
the  phrafe  to  &y2wWfignifies$  what  it  de- 
noted when  applied  to  the  frji  converts  to 
cbrijiianity,  and  what  it  implies  when  ex- 
tended to  us.     I  am, 

II.  To  fet  before  you  feveral  confidera- 
tions,  proper  to  tllujlraie  the  riches  of  the 
divine  Grace,  in  the  fahdtion  offered  to  a 
finful  world  by  Jefus  Chriji.— But  of  this 
in  the  next  difcourfe. 
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SERMON    IX. 

The   Goodnefs   of  God   in   faving 
Mankind  by  Jcfus  Chrift. 

Ephesians  ii.  v. 
By  grace  are  ye  farced 

IN  a  preceding  difcourfe  we  endeavoured 
to  explain  and  prove  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  as  exerting  itfelf  for  the  falvation  of  a 
finful  world  by  Jefus  Chrift  $  and  for  this 
purpofe  we 

I.  Diftinftly  fhowed  you,  what  it  is  to 
befaved;  what  was  the  proper  fenfe  of  the 
phrafe  as  applied  to  the  firft  converts  from 
heathenifm,  and  what  it  fignifies  when  «r- 
tended  to  us.    We  are  now 

II.  To  prcfent  to  your  thoughts  feveral 
confederations^  proper  to  illujlrate  the  riches 
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pf  the  Divine  Grace  mfaving  a  finful  worl4 
by  Jefus  Chrift. 

If  vye  would  eftimate  aright  the  greatneflj 
pf  this  grace,  we  muft  confider,  that  piety 
and  virtue  are  eflential  to  the  happinefs  of 
rational  creatures;  and  irreligion  and  vied 
inconfiftent  wjth  it.  A  being  can  only  be 
happy  in  difpofltions  and  adtions  fuited  tq 
his  nature.  Religion  and  virtue  are  the  pro- 
per difpofltions  of  rational  creatures,  and 
impiety  and  wickednefs  utterly  irrational.  A 
rational  being  cannot  be  eafy  with,  or  ap- 
prove himfeif,  but,  as  far  as  he  is  rational, 
muft  bp  uneafy  With  and  condemn  himfeif; 
while  confeious  of  ingratitude  to  his  greateft 
Benefa£|:or,  of  difobedience  to  his  fupream 
Parent  and  Governor,  and  of  adting  in  op- 
ppfition  to  perfeft  wifdom  and  goadnefs: 
that  is,  while  he  continues  unjuft,  covetous, 
cruel,  fenfual,  proud,  malicious,  envious, 
revengeful,  irreligious,  and  the  like.  He 
muft  alio  be  unjiappy,  as  far  as  his  happinefs 
flepends  more  immediately  upon  God,  whicl} 
is  indeed  his  chief  dependence ;  who  can- 
pot  approve  and  favour  him,  while  he  prac- 
tjjes  what  is  eflcntially  evil,  and  is  deftitute 

of 
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of  difpofitions  in  themfelves  amiable  and 
good;  and  who  will  certainly  treat  him 
with  proper  marks  of  his  difpleafure. 

God  therefore,  as  a  moft  wife  and  righ- 
teous parent  and  governor,  when  he  offered 
mercy  and  forgivenefs  to  penitent  tranfgref- 
fors,  was  concerned  alfo  to  manifeft  his  ab- 
horrence of  wickednefs,  and  his  love  to  ho- 
linefs  f  that  a  ftrong  and  juft  convi&ion  of 
the  re&itude  of  his  nature  might  prevail 
among  his  creatures.  Yea  the  fame  good- 
ncfs,  which  diTpofed  him  to  be  compaf- 
fionate  and  long-fuffering  towards  frail  crea- 
tures, fituated  amidft  temptations,  and  prone 
to  tranfgrefs,  and  to  try  all  proper  methods 
to  bring  them  to  repentance,  and  thus  pre- 
pare them  to  be  approved  and  made  hap- 
py by  him— the  fame  goodnefs  would  en- 
gage him,  fo  to  temper  the  difcoveries  of 
his  mercy,  that  finners  might  not  only  be 
encouraged  to  repent,  but  be  alfo  convinced 
of  the  neceffity  of  repenting  and  becoming 
obedient  j  fince  without  a  fixed  abhorrence 
of  wickednefs,  and  love  of  holinefs,  they 
could  never  become  folidly  happy. 
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As  it  therefore  manifefted  his -great  be- 
nignity, when  mankind  were  grown  ge- 
nerally and  greatly  corrupted,  and  thus  funk 
under  the  dominion  of  death,  that  God 
continued  his  concern  for  their  recovery, 
was  flill  ready  to  forgive  theqi  if  they 
would  repent,  and  to  train  them  by  a  piety 
and  obedience  fo  imperfedt,  as  that  of  which 
they  were  now  capable,  unto  that  perfec- 
tion of  nature  ancj  of  bleffednefs  which  they 

had  forfeited fo  the  method  which  he 

took  for  accomplishing  this  end,  by  the  in- 
carnation, labours  and  death  of  bis  own 
Son,  manifefted  equal  benignity.  How 
great  then  the  goodnefs  of  the  univerfal  So- 
vereign, which  determined  him  to  fubjefl; 
his  only  begotten  and  well-beloved  Son,  to 
the  wants,  infirmities  and  fufferings  of  a 
mortal  condition;  that  bv  his  inftrudlions 
he  might  reftpre  to  mankind  the  knowledge 
of  true  religion  and  virtue,  and  by  his 
powerful  motives  and  attractive  example 
form  them  to  the  pra&ice :  and  by  the  ex- 
fenjiventfs  of  the  method  taken  for  this  pur- 
pofe  might  convince  them,  how  neceflary 
it  was  for  them,  by  becoming  pious  and 
holy,  to  comply  with  his  defign !  How  great 

the 
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the  goodnefs,  to  make  the  patient  labours, 
and  fevere  fufferings  of  the  Son  of  God,  in 
the  caufe  <?f  religion,  and  his  obedience  unto 
the  death  of  the  crofs,  the  condition  of  the 
Father's  grating  him  a  full  pardon  for  the 
penitent,  aijd  an  immortality  of  bleffednefs 
for  the  imperfe&ly  obedient.  That  not- 
with/landing  his  great  lenity  to  the  offenr 
dcrs,  all  might  be  convinced,  how  much 
God  abhorred  wickednefs,  and  loved  righ- 
teoufnefs ;  when  he  was  at  fo  great  expence 
to  root  out  the  one,  and  fo  glorioufly  re- 
warded his  Son's  labours  and  fufferings  to 

promote  the  other. And  when  hy  the 

dodrine  and  example  of  his  Son,  by  his 
love  in  dying  for  finful  men,  and  by  the 
clear  evidences  of  a  future  ftate,  of  a  general 
judgment,  and  of  an  immortality  of  blefled- 
nefs  referved  for  the  obedient,  which  he 
gave  mankind  by  raifing  him  from  the 
dead,  he  fet  before  then)  fuch  powerful  mo- 
tives to  die  unto  fin,  and  live  unto  righte- 
oufnefs. 

To  the  honour  therefore  of  the  original 
and  ejfential  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  the  ons 

God 
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God  and  Father  of  all,  we  muft  obfervej 
that  he  was  not  himfelf  implacable  to  fin- 
ners,  and  bent  to  deftroy  them,  until  he 
was  prevailed  upon  by  the  facrHlce  and  in- 
tcrceffion  of  his  Son  to  have  mercy.  But 
we  are  faved  by  the  Father's  grace ;  fince 
the  appointment  of  Jefus9  mediation  and  fa* 
crifice,  was  the  effeft  of  the  Father's  ante- 
cedent goodnefs,  of  his  being  reconcilable 
to  finners,  and  having  a  tender  concern  for 
their  falvation.  And  his  giving  up  his  own 
Son  to  fo  deep  abafement  and  fufFerings, 
and  to  fuch  a  death  for  accomplifhing  it, 
and  then  rewarding  him  with  an  exaltation 
to  fupream  government,  and  with  a  power 
to  give  eternal  life  unto  all,  who  would 
believe  and  obey  him,  prove ;  that  kindnefs 
and  mercy  are  ejfential  to  God,  and  that  this 
illuftrious  difcovery  of  grace  in  our  falva- 
tion, was  not  an  extraordinary  inftance  of 
mercy,  unto  which  God  was  determined,  as 
it  were  contrary  to  his  difpofition,  by  the 
fatisfadtion  and  interceflion  of  Chrifl ;  but 
his  appointing  this  method,  was  itfelf  4 
bright  demonftration  and  effedt  of  his  ejjen* 
tial  goodnefs  and  unbounded  mercy. 

This, 
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This,  though  it  be  the  exprefs  and  re* 
peated  doftrine  of  the  New  Teftament, 
hath  not  been  attended  to,  as  it  ought  to 
have  been,  by  many ;  who,  to  illuflxate  the 
love  of  Chrift,  and  our  obligations  to  him 
as  a  Saviour,  have  eleroded  the  glory  of  the 
original  goodnefs  of  the  Father  of  mercies, 
and  God  of  all  grace  \  and  this  in  direft  op- 
pofition  to  the  Scriptures,  which  declare, 
*  that  all  is  of  God,  who  reconciled  us  to 
himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrift,  Hear  Jefus  our 
Saviour's  own  account  of  this  difpenfation. 
•f  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  be  gave  bis 
pnly  begotten  Son,  that  wbofoever  belt  eve tb  in 
him  Jhould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlajling 
life.  Obfcrve,  Chriftians,  our  Mafter  does 
not  fay,  as  the  fcheme  of  thefe  men  affirms, 
that  God  bated*  finful  world,  until his  Son, 
by  yielding  himfelf  as  a  facrifice,  and  mak- 
ing fott  fatisfaftion  for  finners,  prevailed 
with  him  not  to  deftroy  them.  But  God 
loved  the  world,  and  therefore  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  belicveth  m 
him  might  not  perijh.  And  God  fent  his 
jSon  into  the  world,  not  to  condemn  the  world, 

t  2  Corinthians  v,  18.  +  John  iii.  16—. 

hut 


23a  The  Goodnefs  of  Cod 

hut  that  the  world  through  him  might  befaved. 
God \  faith  St.  Paul,  *  commendeth  his  love  tor, 
yards  us ;  in  that  while  we  were  yetfnners, 
Chrift  died  for  us.  And  in  tbjs,  fays  St. 
John,  -fivas  manifefted  the  love  op  Gob 
towards  us  \  becaufe  that  Godfent  bis  only  be- 
gotten Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live 
t/brough  him.  He  loved  us,  and  fent  his 
Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  ourfns. 

Let  us  therefore  be  careful,  that  we  never 
reprefent  to  ourfelves  the  falvation  of  the 
world  by  Jefus  Chrift  from  fin  and  death, 
which  is  a  moft  glorious  difcovery  of  the 
Father's  efiential  and  original  kindnefs  and 
mercy,  after  a  manner  really  injurious  tQ 
it.  Let  us  never  imagine  the  beft  of  Beings* 
as  having  been  all  terror  and  feverity,  and 
as  waiting  to  take  all  advantages  againft  his 
frail  offending  creatures  for  their  ruin,  and 
^verfe  to  companion  and  forgivenefs ;  till  as 
it  were  overcome  by  the  intreaties  of  his 
Son,  and  having  fated  his  vengeance  in  his 
fufferings  and  death.  No  reprefentatipn  can 
be  ipore  unjuft  of  God,  whofe  Jlrange  work 
judgment  is,  but  mercy  his  delight ;  who  is 

*  Romans  v.  8.  +  i  John  iv.  9,  10. 
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fo  benevolent,  that  in  comparifon  of  hint 
*  none  other  is  good,  who  is  love  itfelf ;  and 
•j-  who  bath  no  fleafure  in  the  death  of  a  Jin- 
ner>  but  rather  that  heflmld  turn  and  live.  " 

As  therefore  the  origin  of  our  rederrip^ 
tion  being  from  the  goodnefs  of  God,  is  a 
proof  that  he  is  infinitely  good,  and  that  hi* 
goodnefs  is  of  itfelf  fuperior  to  the  repeated 
follies  and  tranfgrefTions  of  a  degenerate 
race;  fo  the  method  of  reconciling  finners  to 
himfelf,  the  blejfings  offered  to  them,  the 
numerous  JiibjeSs  oi  this  grace,  and  the  mean 
returns  which  he  accepts  from  them,  add 
to  the  evidence  of  his  unbounded  benevo- 
lence- Let  me  briefly  illuftrate  thefe  various 
inftances. 

i.  The  goodnefs  of  God  is  difplayed  in 
the  method,  which  he  has  taken,  to  recon- 
cile a  finful  world  unto  himfelf.  When 
in  the  wifdom  of  the  Divine  Councils. k 
was  determined  to  be  beft,  that  the  im- 
mortality forfeited  by  the  wilful  tranfgref- 
fion  of  the  parents  of  mankind,  (the  for- 

*  Mark  x.  18.     i  John  iv.  8.  f  EzekicI 

xviii.  23-  t 
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fciture  of  which  was  alfo  continued  by  tti$ 
facreafing  tranfgreflions  of  their  defendants) 
fhouH  not  be  reftored  to  therfi,  bdt  as  £ 
reward  of  the  amazing  condcfcenfion  and 
obedience  unto  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  of 
bis  labours  and  fufferings  endurfcd  for  extir- 
pating impiety  and. vice,  and  reviving  reli- 
gion and  virtue)  and  diffilfiflg  them  over  alt 
the  countries,  and  through  all  the  genera- 
tions of  mankind—— token  their  corruption 
and  guilt  were  fo  great,  as  to  require  thct 
counterbalance  of  the  aftonifhing  conde- 
fcenfion  and  perfect  obedience  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  of  fuch  mighty  efforts  to  repair 
the  honour  of  the  divine  Government,  and 
reftore  the  obedience  of  its  laws-  »  that  the 
offended  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe  ihould 
then  fubjedt  bis  only  begotten  and  beloved  Son, 
the  Heir  of  all  things,  and  by  whom  be  made 
the  worlds,  to  take  upon  him  the  form  ofafer* 
yanti  and  being  Jound  in  fajhion  as  a  mart 
to  endure  the  labours,  meannefles  and  cala- 
mities of  a  mortal  condition,  the  agony  of 
the  garden,  and  the  death  of  the  crofs,  that 
by  himfelf  be  might  purge  our  Jin*  hovt 
great  the  goodnefs  of  God,  at  fuch  an  ex- 
pence  to  prepare  a  way  for  guilty  creatures* 
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to  recover  the  perft&ion  of  their  natures, 
and  an  immortality  of  blclJednefs,  and  affift 
them  in  attaining  it  1 

Hath  not  God  thus  £bown,  that  he  de* 
lights  in  nothing  equally  with  the  happihefs 
of  his  creatures;  and  that  he  will  do  for 
them  whatever  is  becoming  infinite  wifclom 
and  benevolence  to  do,  for  rational  creatures 
on  their  trial,  before  he  will  give  them  up 
to  ruin  ?  And  that  not  only  fuch  a&s  of 
grace  will  be  granted,  as  feem  to  coft  no- 
thing to  infinite  goodnefs,  but  thofe  alib> 
which,  could  we  imagine  the  Deity  capa- 
ble of  being  painfully  afFe&ed,  would  coil 
him  dear ;  the  abafement  and  death  of  his 
Son,  (hall  not  be  refufed.  What  can  we 
imagine  fo  dear  to  the  almighty  Father,  as 
the  life  and  happinefs  of  his  own  Son,  in 
whom  he  was  always  well  pleaied?  What  a 
proof  then  was  it,  that  mercy  is  the  chief 
delight  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  hi» 
creatures  the  favourite  defign  of  his  govern* 
mentj  that  the  condefcenfion,  abafement, 
labours,  fufferings  and  death  of  his  own 
Son,  are  not  judged  by  him  too  great  an 
expence,  for  effecting  the  redemption  and 

ever- 
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cverlafting  felicity  of  a  degenerate  and  guilt^ 
world  ? 

To  have  proclaimed  to  them  a  full  par- 
don on  condition  of  repentance,  without 
making  this  provifion  for  fupporting  the  ho* 
nour  of  his  government,  and  the  future  ob- 
fervation  of  his  laws,  might  have  encouraged 
a  finful  race,  to  impute  this  lenity  of  their 
great  Governor  to  his  being  indifferent  to 
holinefs  or  fin,  and  little  concerned  how  his 
creatures  a&ed ;  and  whether  they  foffook 
their  vices,  or  continued  in  them.  But 
when  their  fins  appear  to  have  been  fo  dif. 
pleafing  to  the  Deity,  and  their  future  holi- 
nefs and  obedience  fo  dcfireable  and  import- 
ant an  event,  that  he  fpared  not  this  afton- 
ifhing  expence  to  deftroy  fin  and  promote 
holinefs  among  men  ;  how  great  muft  they 
confefs  his  goodnefs  to  be,  who  when  thus 
provoked,  and  thus  fenfible  of  the  malignity 
of  their  fins,  yet  is  not  willing  that  they 
fhould  perifh ;  if  any  way  can  be  found  to 
bring  them  back  to  holinefs  and  happinefs, 
and  who  at  an  immenfe  coft  purfues  a  pro- 
tnifing  fchemc!  Muft  we  not  after  this 
view  cry  out,  Lord  what  is  man,  that  tbou 

art 
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art  mindful  of  him  !  As  high  as  the  heave  tis 
are  above  the  earthy  fo  exalted  is  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  and  Mercy,  not  only  in  regard  to 
them  who  fear  bim,  but  to  a  race  of  tranf- 
greflbrs.  Verily  God  is  love!  Can  it  be 
doubted  after  this,  whether  he  will  receive 
to  favour  all  thofe  who  repent,  and  accept 
his  grace,  and  comply  with  the  defign  of 
it  ?  Certainly  this  gracious  God  will  rejedt 
none  but  thofe,  who  will  by  continued  in- 
gratitude, and  incurable  impiety  and  wick- 
ednefs,  render  themfelves  no  longer  objedts 
of  his  favour,  and  utterly  unqualified  to  be 
happy; 

2.  As  the  method,  which  it  pleafed  God 
to  take  for  reconciling  the  world  to  bimfelf 
demonftrates  his  abundant  goodnefs ;  fo  the 
favours  granted  to  Jinful  men  through  Jefus 
Cbrijl,  evidence  the  fame  delightful  truth. 
Thefe  favours  are  no  lefs  than  full  remijjion 
of  all  manner  of  Jin  and  blafpkemy  to  the  pe- 
nitent, of  guilt  great  as  a  debt  of  ten  thoufand 
talents*.  No  lefs  than  fuch  an  abundance 
of  divine  influences,  as  (hall,  if  we  comply 
with  them,  remove  all  our  wcaknefs,  na- 

*  Matthew  xii.  31.     xviii.  24.     1  John  i.  9. 
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tural  and  acquired;  not  only  relieve  our 
frailties,  but  cure  our  perverfenefs,  and  ren- 
der the  nobleft  heights  of  virtue  and  piety 
.attainable  by  us  *         No  lefs  than  a  divine 
condudl  through  life,  and  fuch  a  difpofition 
of  external  events,  as  (hall  make  -f*  all  things 
to  work  together  for  our  good,  if  we  love  this 
infinitely  good  God;  and  as  the  crown  of 
all  eternal  life  %\  compleat,  divine  and  ever- 
lafting  bleffednefs.     %  An  incorruptible  in- 
herit ance%  in  a  world,  wherein  want,  pain, 
ficknefs,  folly  and  vice,  will  be  known  no 
more.     But  where  our  bodies  (hall  be  en- 
dowed with    immortal  health,   beauty  and 
activity ;  and  be  made  like  unto  our  Lord's 
mojl  glorious  body ;  and  our  Jpirits  be  made 
perfefl.     Where  the  faints  tt&Wfee  God,  and 
be  like  unto  him ;  fhall  behold  the  Redeemer  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,  and  pay  him  worthy 
returns  of  gratitude  and  love,  and  be  con- 
ftant  partners  in  the  friendships,   employ- 
ments and  pleafures  of  angels ;    where  all 
is  confummate  knowledge,  devotion,  good- 

*  Luke  xi,  9.  f  Romans  viii.  28.         §  1  John 

v.  n.  J  1  Corinthians  xiii.  10.     1  Peter  i.  4. 

2  Cprinthians  v.  i.  Phiiippians  iii.  21.  Hebrews  xli. 
22.  Matthew  v.  8.  1  Theffalonians  iv.  16.  Reve- 
lations xxi.  and  xxii. 

nefs, 
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fiefs,  friendship,  and  happinefs.  And  where 
we  fhall  enjoy  this  bleffednefs,  not  for  zfenx) 
years,  few  as  the  years  of  our  trial  and  obe- 
dience, but  for  millions  of  millions  of  dges, 
for  eternity.  This  bleflednefs,  when  we  are 
entered  upon  enjoyment,  will  be  found  great 
as  the  lave  of  God  in  the  gift  of  his  Son,  and 
as  the  merit  and  friend/hip  of  the  'Redeemer, 
and  everlafiing  as  the  unchangeable  goodneft 
of  God.  Does  not  this  tranfient  view  of  fo 
great  a  bleflednefs  fill  our  fouls  with  grate- 
ful love,  and  difpofe  us  to  anticipate  the 
traniports  and  praifes  of  Heaven ;  afcribing 
glory  y  honour,  fahation,  blejjing  and  praife  to 
him,  who  Jitteth  on  a  throne  of  love,  and  to 
the  Lamb  forever  and  forever?  Would  we 
raife  yet  higher  our  conceptions  of  this 
goodnefs ; 

3.  Let  us  confider  a  little  for  whom  all 
this  happinefs  is  intended,  for  a  world  of /in- 
ner*. Some  perfons  have  taken  an  unac- 
countable pleafure  in  contrafting  the  mefcy 
of  God,  and  confining  the  bleffings  granted 
through  Chrift,  not  merely  to  the  chrijliatt 
world  with  an  exclufion  of  all  the  heathen, 
S  2  but 
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but  even  to  a  few  eleSl  among  ChriftiartJ; 
all  the  reft  being  fuppofed  cot  off  by  an 
abfolute  decree,    from   all    intereft  in    the 
grace  of  the   Gofpcl.     They  can  believe 
and  affirm,  that  the  beft  of  Beings,  without 
any  provocation  given  him  by  his  creatures 
themfelves,  determined  their  everlafting  mi- 
fery.     And  that  inftead  of  loving  the  world* 
and  fending  his  Son   in  kindnefs  to  fave 
them,  he  really  fent  him  in  cruelty  ;  in  or — 
der  to  the  aggravating  the  mifery  and  con — 
demnation  of  the  greater  part;  without  put— - 
ting  it  into  their  power  to  receive  any  ad- 
vantage from  his  coming,  or  defigning  then*- 
any. 

But  how  (hocking  and  unjuft  is  this  re — ■ 
prefentation  of  the  God  who  is  love;  and  how 
dire&ly  contradicting  to  the  exprefs  declara- 
tions of  our  divine  Mafter,  and  his  infpired 
apoftles?    Chrift  affirms,  that  %  God  Jo  lovedT 
the  world,  not  a  few  eledl  only,  as  to  give 
his  only  begotten  Son,    that  who/User  believetb 
in  him  Jhould  not  perijlj,  but  have  everlajiing 
life.     For  Gcdjent  not  his  Son  into  the  world 
to   condemn  the   worlds  but   that   the  world 

%  John  iii.  i6r  17. 

through 
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through  him  might  be  faved.     St.  Paul  ex- 

prefsly  declares,  *  that  the  beneficial  effedts 

of  the  obedience  and  death  of  Chrift,  will 

be  as  extenfive,  as  the  evil  confequences  of 

Adams  disobedience.     That  as  in  Adam  all 

die,  in  Chrift  all  are  made  alive.     As  by  the 

difobedience  of  one  the  many  were  made  fin- 

ners,  fubjeded  to  death,  and  thus  treated  as 

finners ;  Jo  by  the  obedience  of  one  pall  the 

many  be  made  righteous.     That  is,  the  fame 

number,  all  who  were  made  finners  by  the 

difobedience  of  Adam.     Yea  not  merely  as 

extenfive  as  the  offence  in  its  ill  effeds  5  fo  is 

the  free  gift  in  good.     %  For  if  through  the 

offence  of  one  many  be  dead,  much  more  the 

grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by  grace,  which  is 

by  one  man  Jefus  Chrift,  hath  abounded  unto 

many.     By  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free 

gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  jufiifi cation  of 

life.     God  is  ftiled  §  the  Saviour  of  all  men, 

but   efpecially   of  thofe  who  believe.      And 

again,  God  would  have  all  men  to  be  faved ; 

and  Chrift  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all. 

And  as  the  Apoftle's  reafoning,  "Hebrews 

\ 
*  1  Corinthians  xv.  22.    Romans  v.  19 — . 
\  Romans  v.  15,  18.  §  1  Timothy  ii.  $* 

iy.  10. 

S  %  ix. 
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ix.  25,  26.  proves,  that  the  beneficial  effi- 
cacy of  the  death  of  Chrift  reached  back  to 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  for  the  accept- 
ance unto  eternal  life  of  all  the  fincerely 
pious  and  virtuous,  though  they  were  igncn 
rant  of  him  ;  becaufe  otherwife  be  mufi  often 
bavefufferedfitfce  the  foundation  of  the  world  \ 
fo  are  we  justified  by  his  principle,  in  ex- 
tending the  falutary  efficacy  of  his  death  to 
all  the  fincerely  good  among  the  heathen, 
who  do  pot  know,  and  therefore  cannot 
believe  in  him.  For  as  St.  Peter  teaches  us, 
J  God  is  no  refpefter  of  perfons;  but  in  every 
nation,  he  who  feareth  God,  and  worketb 
rigbteoufnefs,  is  accepted  of  him ;  accepted  to 
eternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom 
all  are  made  alive. 

By  nature  all  men  are  alike  the  creatures 
and  children  of  God,  and  objedts  of  his  pa- 
ternal benevolence;  and  Chrift  gave  him* 
felf  a  ravfom  fir  all.  The  fame  eflential 
goodnefs  of  nature  which  determines  the 
Deity  to  delight  in  and  promote  the  hap- 
pinels  of  fome  of  his  rational  creatures,  will 
reader  him  alike  affedted  towards  all;  until 
X  Afls  x,  34, 

by 
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by  wilful  difobedience  they  forfeit  his  fa- 
vour. None  therefore,  by  the  decree  or 
intention  of  God,  are  excluded  from  eter- 
nal life,  but  they  who  by  continued  and 
incurable  wickednefs  exclude  themfelves. 

How  adorable  is  this  univerfal  grace  of 
God,    which  extends  to  a  whole  race  of 
intelligent  creatures,  to  countlefs  millions  of 
rational  and  immortal  beings,    unto  all  of 
whom  are  given  capacities  and  opportuni- 
ties for  rifing  to  immortal  felicity.     They 
who  thus  fpeak  of  God  really  magnify  the 
divine  grace;    not  abfurdly,  as  others  pre- 
tend to  magnify  it,  by  leffening  it,  and  talk- 
ing of  the  grace  as  the  greater  for  being 
confined  to  zfew.    Does  not  this  laft  ac- 
count of  the  affair  appear  an  affront  to  com- 
mon fenfe  ?     And  muft  it  not  occafion  very 
uneafy  reflections,   tp  every   good-natured 
perfon  who  believed  it  ?     Since  every  good 
man  will  be  the  more  pleafed  with  his  own 
happy    ftate,    for    having   numbers   happy 
with  him,    as  well  as  love  the  Author  of 
his  happinefs  the  more,  for  the  extent  and 
impartiality  of  his  benevolence.  To  a  guilty 
S  4  and 
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and  degenerate  world,  which,  when  the  Sa* 
viour  appeared,  had  corrupted  itfelf  to  an 
extreme  degree,  and  to  all  the  finners  of 
mankind  to  the  end  of  the  world,  who  are 
led  by  it  to  repentance,  will  this  grace  of 
God  extend,  and  prepare  for  them  immorr 
tal  bleffednefs ;  abounding  to  the  remiffion 
of  the  greateft  fins,  while  it  renders  lefier 
offences,  if  wilful  and  continued,  without 
excufe.     Finally, 

4.  If  we  would  be  convinced  how  much 
the  grace  of  God  hath  abounded  in  Chriftj 
let  us  confider,  what  returns  are  required, 
and  what  our  obedience  is,  which  will  b$ 
thus  immenfely  rewarded. 

We  muft  repent  of  our  fins;  this  i$  merely 
recovering  a  healthful  flate  of  foul,  return- 
ing to  the  way  of  life,  and  applying  our- 
felves  to  pra&ife  thofe  duties  and  virtues, 
which  will  be  fhown  prefently  to  be  per- 
fective of  our  nature,  and  produdtive  of 
the  higheft  happinefs.  We  muft  alfo  &e- 
fieve  in  the  Son  of  God,  that  is,  put  our- 
felves  under  the  condudt  of  one,  who  fully 

proved 
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proved  that  he  was  fent  by  the  Father  air 
mighty,  to  guide  us  in  the  path  to  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs;  and  as  we  walk  in  it,  en- 
courage ourfelves  with  the  affurancc  of  ob- 
taining pardon,  acceptance,  and  eternal  life, 
through   his  mediation.      Having   become 
his  difciples  and  fubjedts,    we   fhall   find, 
that  the  commands  which  God  hath  given 
us  by  him,  could  we  obey  them  compleatly? 
are  intirely  adapted  to  give  us  noble  fatif- 
fadtions:   though  our  righteoufnefs,  were  it 
perfect,  cannot  extend  to  God,  nor  can  man 
profit  his  Maker.     And  how  far  (hort  do 
we  come,  not  merely  of  perfection,  but  of 
the  obedience  which  we  are  capable  of  ren# 
dering  •,  and  yet  his  grace  allows  us,  if  fin- 
cere,  the  hope  of  eternal  life  *• 

We  are  required  to  love  this  infinitely 
gracious  God  with  our  fupream  afFedtion  $ 
whom  the  more  we  love,  the  happier  we 
are,  in  exercifing  our  nobleft  afFedtioris,  ad- 
miration, love,  gratitude  and  truft,  on  the 
moft  excellent  of  Beings  j  as  well  as  more 
animated  to  pradtife  whatever  is  worthy,  and 

?  Matthew  xx?i.  41. 

will 
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will  give  largely  the  fatisfa&ions  of  con- 
fcious  goodnefs,  and  continually  brighten 
our  hopes  of  everlafting  bleflednefs,  and 
improve  our  intereft  in  it.  We  are  alfo 
to  love,  and  truft,  and  follow  the  Son  of 
God,  the  exprefs  image  of  the  Father's 
goodnefs,  and  our  mod  generous  and  con* 
descending  Friend,  whofe  laws  are  inftan- 
ces  of  his  affe&ion  to  us ;  while  our  grateful 
regards  and  affedtion  to  him  will  immedi- 
ately produce  like  happy  effedts,  with  our 
love  to  God. 

We  are  to  love  our  neighbours  as  our- 
fcfaes,  and  eftablidi  a  righteous,  equitable 
and  kind  difpofition ;  and  to  do  all  the  good 
we  can  in  our  various  places  and  relations. 
And  if  God,  who  is  the  beft>  be  alfo  the 
bappiefi  of  beings,  the  more  we  advance  in 
this  difpofition,  the  happier  we  (hall  be  in 
ourfelves,  as  well  as  more  approved  by  him, 
and  the  more  efteemed  and  befriended  by 
all  around  us.  We  are  alfo  required  to 
prefer  conftantly  improving  our  rational  na- 
ture, and  fecuring  the  bleflednefs  of  eter- 
nity, before  animal  gratifications,    and  the 

interefts 
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intercfts  of  a  perifhing  body;  and  to  give  up 
thcfc  latter,  whenever  they  interfere  with 
the  former.  And  is  not  the  prefcribiag  us 
thefe  laws  an  inftance  of  the  Divine  Grace, 
which  thus  direfis  us  into  the  ftrait  path  to 
happinefs,  prefent  and  future  ? 

Think  alfo  how  faint  our  beft  love  and 
gratitude  are  j  how  imperfeft  our  goodnefs ; 
how  inconfiant  our  devotednefs  to  God- 
how  few  our  returns  of  duty  and  obedi- 
ence 5  how  frequent  our  relapfes  into  the 
fins  we  lament,  and  how  Jbort  the  longeft 
life  of  obedience,  when  filled  in  the  beft 
manner.  And  yet  fo  good  is  God,  that 
from  creatures  under  infinite  obligations,  he 
will  accept  fuch  returns,  and  admit  renew- 
ed repentings,  after  renewed  tranfgreffions ; 
and  not  only  forgive  inconftant  and  offending 
creatures,  but,  if  their  prevailing  difpofitions 
are  holy,  reward  them  with  everlafting  life_ 
and  happinefs. 

What  an  illuftrious  manifeftation  of  the 
Divine  Grace  does  the  fcheme  of  our  falva- 
tion  appear,  even  from  this  imperfedt  view 

of 
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of  it;    how  amiable,    how   adorable   the 
Author,  and  how  encouraging  his  defigns 
towards  us!     Hath  not  God  magnified  bis 
wont  above  all  bis  name?     To  communi- 
cate  life  and   good   at   firft,  where  there 
could  not  be  any  previous  ill-defert,   and 
to  continue  good  with  innocent  creatures, 
as  we  obferved  in  the  beginning,  feem  na- 
tural overflowings  of  Almighty  benevolence. 
But  when  God  defigns  immortal  life  and 
bleflednefs  for  a  world  of  guilty  creatures, 
and   gives  up  his  well-beloved  Son   to   a 
death  of  ignominy  and    torture,   that    the 
falvation  of  a  rebellious  race  might  be  ac- 

compliftied  in  the  beft  manner this   is 

a  difcovery  that  God  is  good  beyond  alj 
comparifon  and  acknowledgement,  and  even 
all  imagination,  if  he  had  not  himfelf  re- 
vealed it.  cc  Be  then  this  infinite  iburce 
"  of  life  and  good  adored,  with  the  mod 
c<  grateful  love,  and  with  the  higheft  prai- 
<c  fes.  Let  us  triumph  in  this  unbounded 
€t  goodnefs.  May  it  produce  an  ingenuous 
€{  repentance,  that  we  have  been  capable 
"  of  ungrateful  oppofition  to  it,  and  a  moft 
*<  zealpus  and  intire  obedience  for  the  fu- 

"  turc. 
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"  ture.  May  it  alfo  excite  ftrong  defirei 
cc  of  reaching  the  perfection  of  piety  and 
u  virtue  -,  that  our  conceptions  of  thfcr  love, 
"  and  our  gratitude  in  the  heavenly  world 
€i  may  be  the  nobleft  !"    Amen ! 


SERMON 
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SERMON    X. 


The  principal  Properties  of  the  Di- 
vine Goodnefs. 


Psalm  exxxvi.  i. 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  be  is  good-, 
for  bis  mercy  endureth  forever. 

ACCORDING  to  the  plan  laid  down 
in  the  beginning  of  thefe  difcourfes, 
we  have  explained  the  nature  of  the  Di- 
vine Goodnefs,  have  con  fide  red  the  eviden- 
ces, which  reafon  and  revelation  furnifli  of 
this  important  truth,  and  given  a  view  of 
this  mod  amiable  perfection,  as  difplaying 
itfelf  in  the  works  of  creation,  providence, 
and  redemption.    We  are  now, 

IV.  To  take  a  view  of  its  principal  pro* 
perties,  which  will  convince  us,  that  this 
perfe&ion  will  fupport  our  firmeft  truft, 

and 
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and  deferves  our  moft  exalted  praifes.     Thtf 
text  read  celebrates  one  property  of  the  Di- 
vine Benevolence,    which   renders   it  infi- 
nitely interefting  t6  beings  made  for  eter- 
nity,   that  it  endureth  forever.     This  the 
pious  king  mentions  as  a  reafon,  why  all 
fucceffive  generations  (hould  #ith  pleafure 
trace  all  their  enjoyments;  up  to  this  ever- 
flowing  fountain  of  good ;  and  while  they 
gratefully  own  their  obligations  for  number- 
lefs  benefits,  and  excite  a  concern  to  behave 
worthy  of  them,   fliould  rejoice,  that  the 
goodnefs  from   whence  they  proceed  is  in- 
exhauftible   by  infinite   communications   of 
good,  and  will  endure  the  fame  forever. 

The  following  are  principal  properties  of 
the  Divine  Benevolence,  and  render  it  the 
worthieft  objed  of  our  meditations  and 
praifes; 

i.  The  goodnefs  of  God  is  directed  by  bis 
ivifdom,  and  free  in  its  exercife ;  and  does 
not  proceed  from  a  necejfity  of  nature,  or 
from  a  blind  inftinSi.  Did  the  Divine  Be- 
nevolence  arife  out  of  the  fame  neceffity  of 
nature  as  his  omniprefencey  the  exercife  of 

his 
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his  benevolence  would  not  then  be  the  ob- 
ject of  his  choice 5  and  although  it  would 
become  us  to  venerate  him  on  account  of 
it,  we  could  not  properly  thank  or  love  him 
for  being  univerfally  beneficent \  any  more 
than  for  his  being  univerfally  prefent.  The 
effeds  and  inftances  of  his  goodnefs  would 
alfo  be  the  fame  every  where.  Abfolute  ne- 
ceflity  mud  operate  every  where  alike;  and 
it  mud  be  afcribed  to  wifdom  and  choice, 
if  a  being  exerts  itfelf  more  at  fome  times, 
and  in  fome  cafes,  than  in  others.  Did  the 
divine  beneficehce  ipring  from  a  natural  ne- 
ce/Jity,  all  the  creatures  of  God  would  be  of 
the  fame  order,  and  poflefs  the  higheft  de- 
grees of  perfe&ion  and  happinefs  poflible. 
As  bodies,  which  according  to  a  fhyfical 
neceffity  tend  towards  the  center  of  the 
earth,  tend  thither  uniformly,  and  without 
variation*  The  variety  of  creatures  which 
the  Almighty  hath  made,  and  the  various 
degrees  of  perfe&ion  which  he  hath  com- 
municated to  them,  abundantly  prove  him 
to  be  free  in  the  exercifes  of  his  gocdncfs ; 
fince  he  hath  evidently  exerted  it  in  fome 
cafes  more,  in  others  lef. 

T  Farther, 
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Farther,  the  divine  benevolence  is  not  a 
blind  infiinSl^  but  prompted  and  directed  by 
wifdom.  There  is  in  men  both  an  inflinSlivc 
and  a  rational  benevolence,  and  thefc  often 
prompt  them  to  contrary  adtions.  Inflic- 
tive benevolence  is  naturally  averfc  to  the  in- 
fli&ing,  or  permitting  any  kind  of  pain  or 
evil  upon  the  objedls  of  it.  Whereas  a  ra- 
tional benevolence  often  chufes  to  inflitt  lef- 
fer  pains  or  evils,  when  they  will  prove  in- 
ftrumental  of  greater  good.  Thus  the  in- 
ilinftive  fondnefs  of  parents  gives  them  pain, 
if  their  children  fufFer  any  evil ;  when  at 
the  fame  time  a  rational  benevolence  deter- 
mines them  to  inflidt  the  lefs  evil  of  pain* 
by  way  of  correction,  if  it  be  a  likely  mean 
of  preventing  the  greater  evil  of  an  eftab- 
lifted  vicious  difpofition. 

There  are  beyond  queftion  in  the  world 
an  abundance  of  natural  evils,  and  thefe 
appointed  and  difpofed  by  God.  'Tis  plain 
therefore  his  benevolence  cannot  be  inftinc- 
4tive ;  becaufe  that  is  averfe  to  any  kind  of 
evil,  and  being  pofleft  of  all  power  would 
prevent  it.  For  on  this  fuppofitron,  the 
miferies  which  are  in  the  world  would  give 

pain 
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pakitothc  Deity,  and  make  him  lcfs  hap- 
py; as  parents  fuffer  greariy  in  the  fuiferings 
and  wfetchednefs  of  their  children.  But  to 
fuppofe  the  Deity  to  luffer*  or  be  unhappy 
in  any  degree,  efpecially  when  it  is  always 
in  his  power  to  prevent  it,  is  contrary  to  all 
rational' ideas  of  his  nature  and  perfedtions. 
The  difirte  benevcrlence  therefore  is  the  re- 
fult  of  his  perfect  wifdom*  which  dire&9 
the  infliction  of  leffer  evils*  when  they  are 
proper  means  for  producing  a  greater  good* 
and  is  free  in  its  exercife* 

'T is  by'  this  principle  that  we  can  ac- 
count for  God's  not  placing  his  rational 
creatures  in  the  immediate  poffeflion  of 
compleat  happinefs,  but  determining  it  as 
beftj  that  creatures  capable  of  approving 
their  love  to  him*  and  to  that  which  is 
right  and  amiable  in  conduct,  (hould  thus 
approve  it ;  and  not  be  eftabliflied  in  hap- 
pinefs, until  they  hove  been  tried  and  ap- 
proved i  9Tk  this  wife  benevolence  of  our 
Creator  which  determines  him,  by  every' 
proper  method,  and  ^veft  by  ihe  punifh- 
nient  and  final  deftroftion  of  the  incurably 
wicked,  to  maintain  among  his  rational 
T  2  crea- 
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creatures  the  practice  of  virtue  and  piety. 
As  it  appeared  bejl  to  the  Divine  Wifdom  to 
CKZteJree  beings,  and  to  put  them  on  their 
trial,  fo  to  govern  them  in  a  way  agreeable 
to  their  nature.  To  place  them  amid  ft 
temptations,  that  their  virtue  might  be  ex- 
ercifed  and  approved;  and  to  ballahce  the 
allurements  to  vice  by  its  vifibly  attendant 
evils.  And  as  continued  and  obftinate  wick- 
ednefs  is  the  objeft  of  his  juft  difpleafure, 
and  it  becomes  him  as  a  wife  and  good  Go- 
vernor to  maintain  the  honour  of  his  laws 
and  government,  and  to  prevent  others  from 
being  corrupted,  by  bringing  proper  punifh- 
ments  upon  the  defperately  wicked ;  fo  his 
wife  benevolence  will  determine  him  thus 
to  treat  his  creatures. 

Let  none  therefore  prefume  on  the  mercy 
of  God,  as  if  it  would  make  them  happy, 
how  ill  foever  they  behaved.  Let  none 
imagine,  that  it  is  like  the  blind  fondnefs 
of  an  indulgent  parent,  who  cannot  bear 
that  his  children  fhould  fufFer,  how  much 
foever  they  deferv'd  it.  The  wife  benevo- 
lence of  our  Creator  will  make  thofe  alone 
happy,  whofe  temper  and  conduit  he  ap- 
proves* 


J~*- 
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proves,  and  whofc  difpofitions  qualify  them 
to  be  happy.     The  fuffcrings  and  wretched- 
ness, which  in  the  prefect  conftitution  of 
things  he  hath  annexed  to  vice,  are  a  proof; 
that  though   he  loves  his   creatures,    and 
would  make  them  happy,  yet  he  is  not  in- 
different to  wickednefs,  much  lefs  indulgent 
to  it.     And  he  thus  fairly  warns  the  wick- 
ed,   what  they  are  to  expert  in  a  future 
world,  if  they  continue  of  this  character; 
even  punifhments  great  as  their  guilt,  and 
fuch  as  are  neceflary  for  fupporting  the  in- 
terefts  of  virtue  and  piety  among  his  rational 
creatures,  which  conftitute  their  chief  hap- 
pinefs ;  and  to  difcourage  vice  and  impiety, 
which  to  fuch  beings  muft  prove  the  worft 
evils.     A  parent  who  chaftifes  his  children! 
when  they  behave  ill,  and  who  proportions 
his  favours  to  their  good  defert,  during  their 
younger  years,  effe&ually  declares,  that  he 
is  not  governed  by  a  blind  fondnefs,  and 
that  he  will  not  indulge  them  when  grown 
up,  (hould  they  behave  ill ;  nor  give  with- 
out diftinflion  equal  portions  to  the  virtu- 
ous and  the  vicious.     And  the  prefent  dif- 
penfations  of  God  to  men,  arc  an  abundant 
proof,    that  he  is  not  fooliftily  indulgent, 
T  3  but 
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but  that  he  loves  virtue  and  is  difpleaM 
with  vice,  and  will  encourage  the  one,  and 
difcountenance  the  other,  as  becomes  his 
wifdom. 

2.  The  goodnefs  of  God  is  unchangeable. 
He  is  the  fame  ye/lerday9  to-day,  and  forever. 
St.  fames  *  aflerts  this  immutability  in  par- 
ticular of  the  Divine  Benignity,  JLvery  good 
gift  and.  every  perfect  gift  is  from  above, 
find  ccmeth  down  from  the  Father  of  light '5, 
with  whom  there  is  no  variablenefs^  neither 
Jhadow  of  turning.  There  is  in  the  words 
a  beautiful  allufion  to  the  heavenly  bodies, 
and  the  benefits  which  we  derive  from  their 
miniftry.  The  fun,  the  moon,  and  ftars, 
are  greatly  beneficial  by  their  light,  and 
warmth,  and  influences;  but  not  always 
alike  beneficial.  They  rife  and  fet  to  us, 
are  fometimes  nearer,  at  other  more  diftant, 
fometimes  eclipfed,  and  often  clouded.  But 
the  Divine  Benignity  is  not  fubjedl  to  any 
fuch  variations.  It  is  always  equally  near, 
and  equally  communicative  of  its  influences, 
to  proper  objedtsj  nor  can  any  thing  inter- 
pofe  between   it  and  them*      Tis   not  a 

*  James  2.  17. 
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flu£h  of  good  humour  whieh  may  be  fpent, , 
'tis  not  a  great,,  but  limited  trcafury  which 
may  be  exhaufted,  by  large  and  continued 
communications ;    nor    is   it   a    difpofition 
which  can-  be  wearied  and  altered  by  the 
follies  and  vices  of  men,  or  of  any  other 
creatures.     As  God  is  ever  unerringly  wife, 
and  unchangeably  happy,    as  his  power  k 
infinite,   and   he  is   thus   raifed    above    all 
want  or  fuffering;  he.  will  certainly  always 
chufe  to  do,  what  his  wifdom  determines 
beft  to  be  done*     And  as  he  ever  fees  the 
happinefs  of  his  creatures  to  be  the  wor- 
thiefl  end,  and  the  happinefs  of  his  rational 
creatures  attained  in  the  way  of  piety  and 
obedience  to  be  the  beft   with   regaFd  to 
them ;  he  will  certainly  be  always  difpo/ed 
and   delighted    to  promote   this   beft   end* 
The  infinite  communications  of  good  which 
he  hath  made  already,  producing  creatures 
in   immenfe    numbers   and    varieties,    and 
maintaining  and  fupplying   them  all,    in- 
ftead  of  giving  us  any  caufe  to  fear,  that  his 
goodneis  may  be  exhaufted,  ferve  to  prove 
it  infinite,  and  therefore  inexhauftible.  They 
give,  and  they  will  give  his  rational  crea- 
tures to  eternity,  the  moft  fatisfying  reaibns 
T  4  to 
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to  expe&  from  their  Creator,  all  that  can 
be  expedted  from  a  Being  infinitely  wife, 
powerful,  and  benevolent. 

What  a.  reviving  thought  is  this!  The 
fame  infinite  goodnefs  which  created  the  an- 
gels, thofe  great,  wife  and  happy  fpirits, 
which  formed  the  ftarry  worlds,  and  all 
their  inhabitants,  which  Jlretcbed  out  our 
heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 
and  exerted  unbounded  wifdom  and  omni- 
potence in  forming  the  Countlefs  varieties  of 
creatures  that  are  upon  it,  and  in  making 
full  provifion  for  fupplying  them  with  pro- 
per good — — The  fame  unbounded  goodnefs 
which  hath  maintained  and  fupplied  them 
for  tboufands  of  years,  and  all  this,  time  hath 
born  with  the  follies  and  vices  of  mankind, 
and  ftill  bears  with  them— — That  fame 
unbounded  kindneft  and  mercy  which  in- 
clined God  to  give  his  own  Son  to  death,  for 

the  life  of*  guilty  world This  goodnefs, 

unchangeably  the  fame,  ever  furrounds  us, 
God  is  now  as  able  and  as  willing  to  make 
his  creatures  happy  to  the  extent  of  their  ca- 
pacities, as  when  he  firft  formed  thefe  ca-  -% 
parities  of  hapoinefs,-  or  fent  his  Son  for  ; 
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their  falvation.  The  feme  goodnefs  attends 
to  my  welfare,  and  is  always  difpofed  to 
companionate  my  weaknefs,  and  to  be  mer- 
ciful to  my  tranfgreffions,  if  I  repent  and 
forfake  them;  and  as  ftrongly  difpofed  to 
raife  me  to  a  bleffednefs  equal  to  the  largeft 
capacities  of  my  nature ;  as  when  for  pro- 
moting thefe  gracious  purpofes,  the  Son  of 
God  was  fubjedted  to  the  death  of  the  crofs. 
That  glorious  difplay  of  mercy  was  not  an 
extraordinary  flow  of  it,  which  muft  be  fol- 
lowed with  an  ebb  $  it  was  only  an  extra* 
ordinary  manifejiation,  fuited  to  the  then  exi- 
gences of  mankind,  of  a  goodnefs  which  is 
unchangeably  the  fame. 

'Tis  confeft  that  God  is  immutably  wife 
and  taffy,  as  he  therefore  always  difcerns 
what  is  bed,  he  will  always  chufe  and  prac- 
tife  it.  And  being  unalterably  happy,  he 
is  abfolutely  exempt  from  thofe  paflions, 
which  when  irritated)  often  change  good 
men  from  kind  to  cruel.  Though  man* 
kind  offer  to  their  Maker  innumerable  pro- 
vocations, yet  he  can  never  be  provoked  to 
do  any  thing  unworthy  perfect  wifdom  and 
goodnefs.  The  benevolence  of  men  de- 
pends 
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penda  not  on  their  reaibn  atone,  but  on  their 
bodHy  temperament  alfo,  which  is  fubjeft 
to  numberlefs  variations.  God  is  a  pure 
mind  and  unmixed  rcafon,  and  therefore  in- 
capable of  any  internal  alterations ;  and  he 
is  infinitely  above  all  influence  from  exter- 
nal caufes,  to  change  the  perfe&ioct  of  his 
nature. 

•  Wherever  therefore  in  the  holy  Scriptures 
God  is  reprefented,  as  grieving^  repenting, 
or  being  wearied  with  the  wickednefs  of 
men,  and  the  like,  we  moft  not  under Aaod 
thefe  expreffions  according  to  the  letter  ->  but 
as  fpoken  in  condefcenfion  to  human  appre- 
henfions  and  ways  of  expreflion.  He  is  not 
a  nran,  that  be  jhould  repent  *.  No  more 
is  intended  by  thefe  phrafes,  than  that  the 
difpenfations  of  divine  providence  with  re- 
gard to  men,  although  they  be  conducted 
by  unchanging  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  are 
yet  in  appearance  fuch,  as  might  be  expec- 
ted from  great  and  wife  princes,  influenced 
by  thefe  paffions.  •  That,  for  inftance*  the 
pubi&ment  of  obftinate  wickednefs  will  bt 
as  certain  and  dreadful,  as  if  God  were  ca- 

*  Numbers  xxi'ri.  19.  \ : "    I 
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parble  of  being  provoked  and  wearied  by  the 
fins  and  perverfenef*  of  men.  To  fuppofe 
the  contrary,  would  be  dishonourable  to  the 
abiblute  perfection  of  the  Deity. 

We  ftioujd  then  always  firmly  believe, 
and  often  with  pleafure  recoiled*,  that  God 
is  now  as  good,  as  when  he  created  oxutjirji 
parent*  with  all  their  advantages  of  being, 
and  placed  them  in  Paradife  ;  and  as  much 
concerned  for  our  happinefs,  as  he  was  for 
theirs,  who  are  alike  his  creatures  and  chil- 
dren. That  he  is  as  merciful  now,  as  when 
he  fent  bis.  Son  from  Heaven  to  Jove  a  loft 
worlds  and  as  much  difpofed  to  employ 
proper  methods  for  reclaiming  men  from 
fin  and  ruin,  and  forming  them  for  his 
complacential  love,  and  for  his  heavenly 
kingdom ;  as  when  he  fent  forth  the  apo- 
files  with  all  their  miraculous  powers  and 
gifts  to  convert  the  world.  His  end  is  ftiil 
the  fame,  and  purfued  with  equal  attention ; 
although  his  wifdom  direft  other  methods 
to  be  taken  now,  than  thofe  which  the  cir- 
cumft^nces  of  mankind  at  that  time  made 
to  be  wife  and  neceflary. 

3-  The 
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3.  The  Goodnefs  of  God  is  infinite  1  that 
is,  it  can  extend  itfelf  to  an  infinite  variety  of 
creatures,  and  make  them  all  happy  to  the 
height  of  their  capacities.  The  returning 
wants  of  all  the  countlefs  inhabitants  of  this 
boundlefs  univerfe  cannot  exhauft  his  trea- 
furies ;  nor  advancing  the  happinefs  of  all 
the  rational  inhabitants  of  our  globe,  or  of 
our  fyftem,  engage  his  whole  attention.  As 
his  prefence  is  unlimited  and  his  wifdom 
equal,  fo  wherever  God  is,  there  infinite 
goodnefs  is  prefent,  and  the  Creator  is  as 
able  and  willing  to  make  every  creature  in 
the  univerfe  happy,  according  to  his  nature 
and  capacity,  as  if  he  was  alone  in  it.  The 
creatures  of  different  kinds  which  inhabit 
our  globe,  vifible  to  the  naked  eye,  or  dis- 
coverable by  glaffes,  are/ar  number  infinite ; 
and  feem  to  require  infinite  bounty  to  fup- 
ply  them  all.  Yet  the  God  who  fupplies 
them  is  not  only  attentive  to  our  welfare, 
but  to  the  happinefs  of  the  angels,  a  multi- 
tude of  great  and  excellent  beings,  whom 
no  m^n  can  number.  The  countlefs  ftarry 
worlds,  which  we  behold  on  high,  are  pro- 
vided with  light  and  heat  for  fupplying  thdr 
attendant  globes 5  and  as  far  as  our  obferva- 

tions 
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tions  can  reach,  their  order  and  harmony 
are  preferred.  God  therefore  attends  to 
thefe,  and  to  thfeir  innumerable  inhabitants; 
(for  who  can  rationally  doubt  that  they  are 
furnilhed  with  propdr  inhabitants,  as  well 
as  our  globe)  who  are  the  obje&s  of  his  be- 
nevolence. The  mind  and  wifdora  which 
attend  to  all  thefe,  mud  be  univerfally  pre- 
fent  and  immenfe;  and  as  the  W!fik>to*;fo 
is  the  goodnefs,  of  the  fupream  Mind.  The 
wifdomofthe  omniprefent  Deity  will  cer- 
tainly employ  his  almighty  power  every 
where,  in  accomplishing  the  heft  ends.  And 
as  the  pufpofes  of  the  divine  benevbldnce 
are  the  beft  conceivable;  the  beneficent  ef- 
fefts  of  the  Deity .  will:  Jdo  infinite;  and 
therefore  the  difpofitipn ,Ao  communicate 
good,  may.  ftri&ly  fpeaking  be  termed  ;*- 
finite. 

The  inftances  of.  this  difpofition,  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  demonftrate  a 
benevolence  to  which  we  can  fet  no  bounds; 
and  reafon  aflures  us,  that  no  bounds  can 
be  fet  to  the  benevolence  of  an  infinitely 
wife,  almighty  and  ever  prefent  God* 

What 
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-What  a  glorious,  what  a  tiratifportiag 
thought:  is  this!  Although  I  am  an  iqcoa* 
fidcrdWe  creature,  i»a  finall  province  of  the 
Creators  imtoenfe -  dominions,  yet  I ■  need 
not  fear ,  that  I  may  be  overlooked,  amidft 
the  infinite  varieties  of  his  wwfoes;  or 
Unprovided  for  amidft  the  infinite  demands, 
confth&ually  made  on  Iris  bounty,  Where- 
ever!  aitt*  God  is ;  that  is,  unbounded  wif- 
dom,  fewer  and  'tonevdlence  a«f  there. 
And  the  God,  who  by  exertions  of  his  per- 
fefifcifcns  within  and  around  me,  affures  me 
irf  his  conftant  prefeiice  and  attention  to  my 
wall-being,  is  ever  able,  and  unalterably  dif- 
pefed  4o  make  -*»e  bappy,  to  the  extent  of 
thefe  capacities  which  himfelf  hath  formed; 
mi  to  do  whatever  is  becoming  his  perfec- 
tions for  rational  and  frjee  creatures,  who 
are  on  their  trial ;  and  whom  he  is  training 
for  the  knowledge  and  love  of  himfelf,  for 
liis  approbation,  and  for  the  bleficdneis  of 
ctertiity. 

«  -'  ■ 

1  -The  beft  men,  and  cvfcn  the  beft  princes, 
can  be  beneficial  4>i*t  to  a1  few.  Their  trea- 
fures  are  foon  etffcaufted,  and  they  cao  at- 
^tend/to  a  fmall  number  only  of  cafes  and  af- 
fairs, 


of  the  pivine  Goodnefs.  287 

fairs.  Bat  the  unikrftandir^  xfGwd  is  infi* 
nit*,  Ms  tender  mercies  are  ever  all  bis 
works*.  And  at  the  feme  rime  that  be  teU* 
tth  the  number  of  the  ftars,  and' bring*  cut 
their  hefts,  and  through  the  firmgtb  of  his 
poiver  not  one  faiteth ;  he  bedtetb  >a1fo  the  bro- 
ken in  heorty  atidbindrtbup  their  bounds.  He 
rdifeth  up  (he  meek*  and  mmbentb  the  bain 
of  bis  fervAnts  beads ;  yea  not  ajparrowfafls 
to  the  ground  without  his  notice  §. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  another  pro- 
perty of  the  Divine  Benevolence  5 

4.  It  is  almighty-,  that  is,  commands  al* 
mighty  pdwer.  Our  God  is  therefore  abk, 
not  only  J)  to  do  far  us  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ajk  or  think,  but  to  make 
the  inhabitants  of  millions  of  worlds  happy. 
Yea  he  is  able  to  eternity  to  create  new 
worlds,  to  people  them  all,  and  provide 
abundantly  for  all  their  inhabitants.  How 
great  the  power  which  he  conftantly  exerts 
in  our  world!  What  lefs  than  Omnipo- 
tence could  in  the  beginning  create  the  mat- 

*  Pfalm  cxlvii.  3—5-^  §  Matthew  jc.  28-r. 

I  Ephefians  ill.  20. 

1  ter 
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ter  of  it  from  nothing;  and  then  from  coiw 
fufion  raife  into  order  and  beauty  this  grand 
and  regular  fabric  of  heaven  And  .  eanh } 
What  power  lefs  than  Almighty  rouls  found 
the  fun*  and  darts  its  beams  with  incon- 
ceivable rapidity  to  the  mod  diftant  pU- 
nets ;  caufe  the  conftant  fucceflion  of  day 
and  night;  offummer  and  winter;  heaves 
the  ocean,  and  actuates  throughout  the  ma- 
terial world,  produces  out  of  the  earth  herbs 
and  trees,  and  fruits ;  and  as  at  firft  it  flock- 
ed the  earth  with  inhabitants,  continually 
introduces  frefh  inhabitants  in  fucceflive  ge- 
nerations, fupports  every  one  of  them  in 
life,  and  fupplies  their  infinitely  numerous, 
and  continually  returning  wants?  And 
which  inftead  of  appearing  to  be  in  the 
leaft  tired  or  exhaufted,  by  thefe  continual 
exertions  for  fix  thoufand  years,  by  (till  in~ 
creafing  the  numbers  of  rational  and  animal 
inhabitants  on  our  globe,  increafes  the  ob- 
jects of  his  bounty,  and  anfwerably  multi- 
plies his  provifions  ? 

Thefe  effedfcs,  continually  produced  every 
moment  for  6000  years,  feem  to  require  no 
lefs  caufe  than  omnipotence ;  and  yet  what 

is 
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is  the  power  requifite  for  thefe  effc&s,  to 
that  which  *  bringetb  forth  the  JUrry  bojis 
by number \  andfoiletb  noit  No  power  lefs 
than  infinite  is  equal  to  this.  And  if  the 
Divine  Power  be  infinite,  then  it  is  equal  to 
the  production  of  all  poffible  good  through 
boundlefs  fpace,  and  to  the  fupplying  infi- 
nite varieties  of  creatures,  and  for  countless 
ages. 

This  leads  our  thoughts  to  the  laft  pro- 
perty of  the  Divine  Benevolence,  which 
will  be  mentioned  $ 

5.  It  is  everlafting.  This  is  aflerted .  in 
the  text,  and  in  various  other  Pfalms>  and 
repeated  twenty-five  times  in  the  exxxvi. 
Pfalm ;  wherein  the  pious  Author,  in  a  rap- 
ture of  devotion,  calls  upon  all  to  praife  Je<* 
hovaby  becaufe  his  goodnefs  and  bis  mercies 
endure  forever.  This  property  of  the  Di- 
vine Goodnefs  is  founded  in  the  immutabi- 
lity of  his  nature  1  for  if  God  be  ever  the 
fame,  and  endure  to  eternity,  his  merciful- 
nefs  alfo  mud  endure  for roer. 

*  Ifeiah  xl.  26. 

U  T6 


To  fcpplj  tfapqgfeout  ct^l^fe  ages*  the 
w^sofiaptoiafctfete  vamt&  o£tt*a$uf«fe 
ttWH*  sxhwft  irtfota  *«tfiMV  oc  weary 
mfiniie  bcAcvofericc,  Tbf&  foJliMi  *f*d  fia% 
off  ifiDOOMrabte .  geqoratmns  <awwA  tii^  im-» 
^ntabic  paftapcci*  nor  alte»lim  dJ^tti^nrtQ 
eommoatatft;  good,  who  j»  uochangeaWjp 
benevolent.  And  when  tho  Deity,  foe 
numberlefs  ages  to  come,  (hall  have  com- 
municated of  bis  trcafures  to  the  pious>  righ- 
Koqs  and  merciful*  faro  made- tbeift  happy 
to.  the  extent  of  theifi  capacities,  and  mfiaijfjjf 
overpaid  their  work  of frith*  and  fabwrs  qf 
kve,  there  will  then  be  no  room  to  fear  an 
ttoetation.  ki  hfe  diipofitkxt  to  make  them 
happys  01^  aitfy  deficiency  of  proper  good), 
but  as  God  hifofelf  is  everting,  his  good-* 
ni&  wiM  ba  e*erlafting;  and  as  the  natural 
cfk&  of  this,  averlafting  will  be  their  bheEh 
edneft.  Infinite  wiftiom,  power  and  beoo* 
votence  wrH  be  equally  able  and  difpofedto 
make  then*  happy,  after  millions  of  mil* 
lions  of  ages,  as  at  the  beginning.  The  beft 
ami  mod  opulent  psinces  mtoft  die>  thoir 
treafures  wafte,  and  their  goodnefs  be  o?$% 
come  by  multiplied  inftances  of  folly,  in- 
gratitude and   perverfenefs ;    and  many  v  of 

thofe 
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thofe  who  depended  upon  them,  may  with- 
out their  own  fault  bqeOnae  deflate.  Jgqt 
the;  great  Savereigp  of  beayep  *nd  fcf  earth  js 
from  ewrlajtin$  tq  evAtkffiia^  ibt  fame  al- 
mighty, wid  abfo.lu.tely  perfetf  being,  artf 
of  his  gopdnei*  thert  SW  be  l)Q  end.  He 
cannot  cea/e  $o  h  goo4y  any  more,  than  he 
Can  ceafe  tq  b(% 

With  what  tranfportlng  fatisfa&ion,  with 
What  profound  vepejatiojB,  apd  with  what 
estates  of  grateful  love,  jhould  we  enter- 
tain the  thoughts  of  this  Qed  \  Hqw  de- 
lightful to  dw<?H  OP  the.  fioftterijpl*tion  and 
praife  of  b»  goodncf?  t  We  <fcqu.l.d  /r<$? 
him  always,  who  is  tf/uyzyj  bentjkWy  and 
whofe  /wrriir?  enduretb  forever.  With  what 
Ooble  pLeafurc  may  we  trace  this  goodoefs  in 
nupibcrlefs  efle&Si  throughout  this  earth 
we  inhabit ;  and  with  what  tranfports  of  joy 
tnay  our  thoughts  expatiate  on  profpeds  of 
eternity,  all  bnghteped  with  ihe  beam?  of 
everlafting  good  n eft,  tod  indulge  the  hope? 
of  pofleffipg  a]l  the  bappinefs,  which  can  be 
expected  ip  eternity  from  infinite  and  ever- 
lading  gooctnefs.  Haw  would  every  fear 
$nd  ercry  evil  of  life,  yaniw,  at  the  fixed 
tJ  a  con- 
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contemplation  of  tfeit  unbounded  and  ever- 
kfting  mercy  whfch  /will  make  the  happi- 
nds  of  the  pious  and  good  its  bare  for  eter- 
nity. How  would  every  other  concern  be 
frvallowed  up  in  the  grand  concern  of  be- 
coming proper  objeds  of  this  evcrlafting 
love,  and  intereftcd  in  it.  How  chearful 
would  our  obedience  prove  to  the  counfels 
and  commands  of  alwife  and  infinite  Good- 
hefs,  and  how  vigorous  and  warm  our  en- 
deavours to  reach  the  moft  advanced  de- 
grees of  piety  and  virtue,  and  to  become 
moft  extenfively  beneficent,  that  we  may  be 
qualified  for  a  large  (hare  in  the  rewards, 
whii6h  infihite  and  everlaftin*  Goodncfs  will 

t  o 

Confer  to  eternity ! 

^  I  cannot  difmifs  this  moft  agreeable  fub- 
•jedfc,  without  defiring  your  attention  to  one 
very  intcrefting  refle&ion. 

From  thefe  evidences  of  the  infinite,  un- 
changeable, and  everlajling  goodnefs  of  our 
-Creator,  when,  we  compare  with  it  the 
fiortnefsy  imperfe&ion*  and  numerous  evils  of 
Human  life;  what  a  convincing  argument 
may  we  draw,  that  he  defigned  us  for  ano- 
ther 
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tberjife?  Man  is  evidently  on  this  earth 
the  peculiar  objedt  of  .the  Divine  munifi- 
cence; and  in  a  vifible  fubordiqation  to  his 
fupport  and  delight,  this  grand  and  beauti- 
ful world  was  firft  framed,  and  is  ftill  main- 
tained. But  is  man  happy  in  a  degree  ade- 
quate tQ  his  large  and  noble  capacities,  or 
to  what  might  be  hoped  from  the  un- 
bounded benevolence  of  his  Creator?  The 
general  experience  of  fix  thoufand  years  fays 
be  is  not.  The  frailty  of  his  make,  and  the 
many  difeafei  and  pains  to  which  it  fubjeds 
him,  joined  .  to  his  reftlefs  dtfires  of  fame- 
thing  new,  prevent  his  receiving  any  thing 
like  compleat  fatisfa&ion  from  that  profu- 
fion  of  fenfible  good,  with  which  his  Mak- 
er's bounty  hath  filled  the  world.  And  the 
labours  neceflary,  to  acquire  and  infure  any 
confiderable  proportion  of  it  to  particular 
perfons,  employ  fo  much  of  their  (hort 
life,  as  not  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the 
poor  remainder,  were  it  all  fpent  in  enjoy- 
ment, to  compenfate  their  labours.  And 
even  the  greater  part  of  this,  through  the 
gradual  decay  of  the  body,  becomes  unfit 
for  any  high  enjoyment* 

U  3  We 


We  ttifinw  be  edhficlcttWy  fcappy  $s  ]b- 
tftil  tfltlngfe,  fcrithfcttt  %e  tdteem,  sfife&ibh 
j^ti'tbhfcwrthtt^Abttj  htf  if  the  per* 
litftttitouhtJ  ws,  dfp^iaHy  ««ty  ttftb.  *hbm 
!&*  aVe  tl&ffety  cftMrtttfcti,  *hs  *idbtft  att<J 
Srt&ctted.  Wefc  At  ^ittitt^fit^  vitttibtrt 
iftid  fiffcfrtlty,  astfrey  ^Ouldthen  be  gttttt- 
alty  hfrpby  m  "a  gO&fl  degree,  t&e  farfefeftion 
j&£  every  tewevbtehrt  }terfbb  ^ouM  be  rsflferi 
fcighv  Tet  tVWithttt  ttie  flifclifcefc  ttf  fcfc 
!itt  ^WftjW  preVttftt  fo  feeWJntttg  confcifcfaWe 
fcfr  dmatiofrt*,  Whd  Ate  frfcqtie^fc  Atatlfc  V5f 
ptrfbhs  'deferatijy  betovtA,  \6tttM  nMtkfc 
hrge  afcatetfjttits  h  tine  )fatfefa*#tons  itfTrtewS* 
tMj?  an4  berfeVblterftfs.  But  tf6  ttat  ffrev*iU 
ibgfbllfes," yfctt  *atid  mrferies,  renter JbStty, 
Tttid'evtnjbrta?  ajfeftidns  thert#»l*e<>,  tbbbgh 
'ttfefe  are  the  fctoty  ttf"  ffOr  ftattrrt,  the  few- 
Vefcbf  riimtrotis 'abd  ffevete  diftreftb  to  *tht 
V?Hl6o^  tad  berfevbtent,  eVeYj  a*  fudif 

*vV^eV/#^fe*W  fa'ctilttes  6t  Wan  fcapati- 
H3&  bifh 'ifcP  "fnalcto'g  terge  iffipfovltaiebtt  to 
^fjoV^ttlge,  rffrtl  toV  eftjoyirfg  Trfc^Rc  •pleiTtJWs 
%  dofittotie'a  Wpwktfiwits.  Attd'rtie'botma- 
Jefs  perfeftions  arfA  Hfifelfo  bf  fcfc  Ctefter, 
*$ifauld  ponftantly  furbiih  him  v^ith  pbje&s, 

the 
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the  contemplation  of  which  would  improve 
his  faculties,  inlarge  his  knowledge,  and 
fiipply  new  and  higher  delights  to  eternity. 
And  the  boundkfi  turitfity  natural  to  him; 
fenpells  hiin  to  frefli  inquiries,  land  renders 
hitn  difiatisfied  with  toy  }>f  eifent  acquisitions. 
But  do  not  the  mttSwy  canes  and  laboilfs 
for  tbe  body  difttwSk  the  attention  of  the 
mind,  aod  employ  a  large  4h*re  of  it,  white 
the  prejudices  and  offtakes  infeparable  from 
early  life,  rai&  mighty  obftacies  to  his  pur- 
fcfcs,  and  attainments  of  truth  and  fciencc  \ 
And  is  not  the  longeft  life  £o  ihort,  that 
by  the  time  a  perfon  can  rationally  fatisfy 
hicnfelf,  that  he  knows  a  few  important 
truths,  and  is  become  qualified  to  expatiate 
in  the  boundkfs  fcenes  of  wifdom,  grandeur 
and  beauty  which  furround  him,  death 
draws  the  curtain,  and  fprcads  darknefs 
ovftr  all  ? 

1 
Man  is  alfo  forjned  to  become  happy  in 

.  the  knowledge  attf  -k^e  rfJPH  Cr&tor9  ap<J  in 

.the  fr*&icc  of;  wlwtMis  gwd  apd  e$cd,knt, 

iMapfrwed  h  £W<     3ut  fy  *»any  and 

greit  ar»the,jUfiiicfeUies  which  a  wrong  edu- 

....  U  4  cation, 
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cation,  fcnfual  inclinations,  animal  paffions*' 
and  numerous  bad  examples— *wbich  pre**, 
vailing  mifreprefentations  of  religion,  and 
the  much  ftronger  imprcflions  of  fcnfible 
obje&s  on  the  mind,  than  of  obje&s  rational 
and  fpiritual,  raife  in  the  way  to  an  eftab- 
liftied  virtue  arid  an  exalted  devotion :  that 

*  Srcat  Part  cven  °f  a  wc"  ^proved  life  Is 
fpent  in  removing  or  conquering  thefc.  And 
by  the  timp  this  is  accomplifhed,  and  a 
perfon  become  meet  to  enjoy  his  reward, 
in  the  fatisfa&ions  of  a  mature  piety  and 
virtue,  life  is  at  an  end. 

If  the  prefent  life  be  a  ftate  of  trial  and 
preparation  iot  another,  and  they,  who  fin- 
cerely  endeavour  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
enjoying  a  rational  and  divine  felicity,  (hall 

poflefs  it  after  death -then  all  is  ordered, 

as  we  might  expedt  it  would  be  ordered, 
by  alwife,  almighty  and  unbounded  Benevo- 
lence. And  even  what  we  term  the  evikand 
imperfections  of  life,  are  kiftanccs  of  a  moft 
wife  Benevolence;  being  proper  cxercjftt of 
virtue  and  piety,  <and  m^artsof  improving  hi 

•  thefc,   or  corrc&ivcs  of  vice.     Oar  bang 

:."/;  able 
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able  to  difcovcr  in  our  Creator  %  goodnefe ' 
infinite  and  evcrlaftirtg,  is  itfclf  a  proof,  that 
if  we  are  not  inexcufably  wanting  to  him,' 
and  to  ourfelves,  we  (hall  be  objefts  of  it 
in  eternity.  Otherwise  he  would  have  made 
us  as  unapprehenfive  of  it,  and  as  void  of 
expectations  from  it,  as  the  beafis  that  pe- 
rijh. '  Add  to  this,  that  the  rational  *cre*- 
tion  of  this  •  infinitely  and  everlafting  bene- 
volent Father,  continually  advancing  under 
his  eye  in  goodnefs  and  devotion,  in  a  ftate 
where  all  the  obftacles  to  thefe  muft  na- 
turally ceafe;  will  ftill  grow  more  worthy 
of  his  kind  regards,  and  more  the  objcdts 
of  his  unchangeable  benignity  forever. 

But  upon  the  fuppofition  that  no  future 
Jlate  is  defigned  for  man,  can  we  (ay,  that 
the  bed  and  happieft  enjoy  here  a  degree  of 
happinels,  corresponding  to  the  -  diftin<3ion> 
with  which  his  Creator  hath  treated  him/ 
or  to.  the  noble  faculties  he  hath  given 
him  ?  Or  fuch  as  might  have  been  re*> 
Jonably  expected  from  a  Father,  who& 
benevolence  is  infinite,  almighty  and  ever- 

% }.:  Since 


?9$  ttfritiapti  Tt9pMiet 

■  Since  ibefr  We  km  ftich  peoft  of  the 
vatottttdeft  and  *veriaftlng  goodnefc  of  our 
Maker,  letw  regard  Ate  life  in  tht  view, 
wh«*eia-  *teht  it  «pp<M*  worthy  of  this 
pttiftfttofri  ttat  »,  a*  opening  into  ano- 
ther,<an  «*eriafiiog  life.  Iri  this  Htm,  *He 
*anity;  arid  the  <ev9s  of  fife  wilt  become 
ftb&wfet*  *©  «*f  #c^uifmg  folkJ  fctisfac- 
tic*s.'  A-ndttoe  largeneft-and  ndbfeiwfs  of 
otif  -capacities,  wttcnMcrisfc  W  to  be  difla* 
fcsfied  with  any  prdent  cnjoyia&ehts,  will 
gbre  m  Ac  fattsraftions  of  rational  and  ex*- 
Ated  hojpes.  We  fhaH\  regard  the  ihort* 
iiefe.  of' the  prefent  life,  as  an  affarance 
from  Ac  ilwUe  benevolence  of  out  Creai. 
tor,  that  we  are  defigned  for  a  more  laft- 
TngSifein  a  better  wojldj  and  as  an  in- 
stance of  hfc  great  kindnefs,  who  will  not 
detahs  trS  longer  from  the  world  of  perfec- 
tion and  felicity,  than  is  ntceffary  for  otir 
brtofrdng  meet  to  enjoy  it.  And  who  will 
i\ikn  make  ns  btefled  to  a  degree,  and  Ibr 
*«•'  dirratSon, '  worthy  his  infinite  and  e*tr- 
Haftitig  4Jent*dleftce5  on  cdhdkioh  that  by 
colrlvatirig  la  dHpdfitton  fcr  the  fatisfa&idiTs 
of  knowledge,  goodnefs  and  devotiofl/iw$rcfc 
9~*  ''  are 


tftbe  Divine  Goodnefs.  299 

are  in  their  nature  unbounded,  we  will 
qualify  ourfelves  to  become  divinely  bid* 
fed  forever. 

May  he  blefs  what  has  been  offered, 
for  rendering  us  all   fo  wife  and  happy! 
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SERMON     XL 

Of  moral  Evil,  and  that,  the  Per* 
million  of  it  is  confiftent  with 
the  Divine  Goodnefs. 


James  i.  13,  14*  •       , 

Let  no  man  fay  when  be  is  tempted,  I  am 
tempted  of  God;  for  God  cannot  be  tempted 
with  evil%  neither  temptetb  be  any  man. 
But  every  man  is  tempted,  when  be  is 
drawn  away  of  his  own  Iqft,  and  enticed.*' 

GOD  batb  Jhown  to  men  what  is  good, 
and  what  be  requiretb  of  them  *  $  y et 
is  it  too  manifeft,  that  great  numbers  of 
thofe,  who  have  not  only  the  light  of  rea- 
fon,  but  of  revelation'  atfo  to  dired  them  to 
good,  both  moral  and  natural,  follow  that 
which  is  evil  5  fo  that  they  involve  them- 
fclves  in  prefent  fufferings,   and  final  de- 

•  Mica  vi,  8r 

ftru&iotu 
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ftru&ion.  Thoughtful  men  have  endest- 
»ewe4  to-  aeeount  for  thfo  forprizing  agd 
melancholy  event,  by  very  different  fuppo-^ 
fitions, 

uf^.       /  .    v  -'    :  -.      ./:   *:1   c. 
Some  pcrfons,  more  concerned  to  excufe 
themfelvp  s*  than  tp  maii^aio.  the  honour  q£ 
6w  tftft'  Miffcdr,  tetfe  fmDmetf  ilt|the*fin 

ferted  it  to  be  *  nd4e<l^  c6nft^M*i6o  from 
the  human  nature,  of  which  he  is  the  Au- 
thor, and  from  the  circumflances  amidft 
which  he  hath  placed  mert.-  This  notion 
Sis  yamef't^c6^^h''thhQitdtict'iA  the  text. 
read,  and  confutes  by  an  unanswerable  ar- 

fuwent,  deduced  from  the  perfection,  of  the 
wine  nature*  Let  w  man  Jay  v&eu  k  is 
tempted,  I  am  tempted  of  God ;  for  God  can- 
not  be  tempted  with  evil*  md  bf  will-  ngf 
therefore  tempt  any  mm ;  that  is,  defignedljr 
draw  km  into  fin,  or  lay  him  under  a  mral 
necfffity  of  doing  what  be  will  condemn  and 
piuTiih  at  fin.  The  Apofrte  tbon  rocntiews 
the  true  caufe  of  wmltuudcs  becoming  fij*- 
pers.  Cod  hath  formed  men  with  vwwis 
iocjlifUtionfi,  which,  uadtr  thft  dire^ion  m& 
reftraint  of  reafon,  are  fubfervicnt  to  htnnan 

virtue 


wrtjw  »n4  happiflp>cf^>  tut  which.  <gj  thpfe, 
wta  uritt-oot  egert  ttegcccfla*y  captqo  inri 
•eT^MMotv  tp.  keep-  ttan  utyfa  gpvejgopcntf 
pcowe  fucedsful  tecaptcf &  to  fin,  &Bji  if  uijh 
u4  ewfes  of  mifiacyk  /frep  man,  «  tomf/tid* 
wfm  M  it  drwn,  awy,  yf  ids.  own  /q£s, 
whififcbt  might,  Wfe .RftcwBO^,.^ .-,% 
ficedby  appcauaaoq*  p|  pleafote,, ..thp^jjc? 
:citfuJlQcXs  of  which  Jua.  retfeta  would  .H*x« 
readily  (howa  bii»>f  had  he  confuted  it4 
And  in  the  preceding  veefc  St  *%aints  fvg: 
gefts-the  rcafqp>  why  a moft  wife*  hoty  and 
good. God  gave  tQ  mea  fc^ 
ind  placed  them  in  circuruftaDdcs,  Which 
ought  prove  occafiona  of  their  becoming;  vi- 
cious and  mifeubie.  Buffed  h  the  man  wfr 
tndurttb  temptation  %  for  wben  be  if  irJed^  be 
{ball  rtceiw  the  crown  of  life  &  n/ubkb  $bt 
Lord,  bath  prvmifad  to  ibwi  that  km  binu 

This  text  is  therefore  very  proper  to  in- 
troduce the  anfwers*  which,  according  to 
(he  method  fir  it  propofed,  are  now  to  be.  re- 
turned to  the  objections  againft  tbc  goodnds 
of  God,  raifed  from  the  great  abounding  of 
evil,  natural  and  moral.    For, 

.    .-     i  V.  |t 
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V.  It  lias  been  often  aflccd,  and  with  a 
ftrange  pleafure  and  malicious  infult  by  fome 
bad  men,  if  God  be  infinitely  good,  and  at 
the  lame  time  atwife  and  almighty,  and  all 
other  beings  are  his  creatures,  and  no  event 
can  take  place  without  his  direction,  or  per- 
iniflion  at  lcaft— — whence  is  it,  that  there 
is  no  more  good  to  be  found  in  our.  world, 
find  that  all  kinds  of  ritttiral  and  nurd  evil 
abound?  And  that  mankind  are  threatned 
with  yet  greater  evils  to  eternity  ?  The  ob- 
jections therefore,  which  are  to  be  now  dit 
tin&ly  confidered  and  anfhvered,  are  three  \ 
the  great  abounding  of  moral  evil  among 
mankind,  and  as  the  caufe  of  this,  the  firong 
fropenfity  to  vice,  which  is  fuppofed  natural 
to  men ;  the  many  wants,  difca/es,  fains  and 
calamities  to  which  they  are  expofed,  and 
under  which  they  fuffer  during  the  prefent 
life  j  and  the  everlajling  evils  threatned,  and 
to  be  inflidted  on  finners  in  the  next  ftate, 
and  under  which,  to  judge  by  appearan- 
ces, the  gr&tejl  part  of  the  human  race  will 
fall. 

Thcfe  objections  wear  a  formidable  afped, 
and  have  in  fucceffive  ages  exercifed  and 

perplexed 
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perplexed  thoughtful  perfons.      There  arc 
alfo  the  following  difficulties  in  our  way, 
when  we  attempt  a  folution  of  thefe  appear- 
ances, which  will  not  allow  us  to  hope, 
that  we  (hall  be  able  to  give  anfwers,  in 
every  point  intirely  fatisfa&ory,  and  fuch  as 
fhall  clear  every  doubt  and  filence  every  ob- 
jeftion.     That  we  know  very  little  of  the 
moral  fyftem  of  God  in  other  worlds,  and 
of  the  divine  difperifations  throughout  them; 
and  yet  the  moral  flate  of  our  world  may 
have  a  real  and  clofe  connection  with  thefe, 
though  at  prefent  undifcernible  to  us.     And 
that  we  are  alfo  ignorant  of  many  particu- 
lar defigns  of  God  in  regard  to  men  now, 
and  of  the  precife  manner  in  which  he  will 
treat  them  hereafter.     Yet  we  defpair  not  of 
proving,  that  thefe  objections  are  to  be  efli- 
mated  as  no  more  than  difficulties^  and  that 
they  may  receive  a  good  folution,  even  though 
that  we  give  (hould  not  be  the  beft — That 
the  main  ftrength  of  thefe  obje&ions  is  de- 
rived from  ignorance  or  mijlake,  as  to  what 
is  really  good  or  ra/7  for  man,  or  as  to  the 
Divine  intentions  in  relation  to  us ;  and  that 
therefore  they  are  not  with  juftice  to  be  ad- 
mitted  as  a  ballance,    againft   the    pofuive 
X  and 
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and  full  evidence,  which .  we  have  for  the 
Divine  benevolence;  againft  the  demonflra- 
tion  which  reafon  gives,  that  this  perfe&ion 
belongs  to  God,  and  againft  the  numberlefs 
inftances  of  it  which  the  creation  exhibits  ; 
fome  of  which  have  been  offered  to  your 
thoughts  in  feveral  preceding  difcourfes. 

I  would  firji  endeavour  to  account  for 
moral  evil;  and  if  that  be  well  accounted 
for,  natural  evil,  or  the  evil  of  fufFering, 
will  receive  an  eafy  folution ;  and  we  (hall 
then  prove,  that  the  Scripture  threatnings  of 
future  punifoments  are  reconcileable  with  the 
divine  gocdnefs.  And  can  we  better  em- 
ploy the  reafon  which  God  hath  given  u?, 
than  in  vindicating  the  honour  of  our  great 
Creator  and  Governor,  and  clearing  the 
ways  of  God  to  men  from  thofe  afperfions, 
which  have  been  caft  upon  them?  'Tis 
certainly  a  noble  employment  of  our  intel- 
lectual powers,  and  a  proper  exprefiion  of 
gratitude  to  God  for  endowing  us  with 
them,  and  for  all  the  other  favours  which 
he  hath  conferred  upon  us  $  and  efpecially 
for  indulging  us  in  the  hope  of  infinitely  fu- 
perior  enjoyments.     It  will  reward  us  alfb 

with 
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with  the  moft  valuable  fatisfa&ions.  For 
what  pleafures  can  equal  the  triumph  of  a 
benevolent  and  upright  heart,  in  a  rational 
and  full  perfuafion,  that  any  contrary  appear- 
ance notwithftanding,  which  arife  from  par- 
tial views  of  the  divine  difpenfations :  yet 
his  Creator  is  infinitely  good.  That  all  his 
ways  are  not  only  righteous,  but  kind\  and 
that  all  his  difpenfations,  when  the  grand 
fcheme  {hall  be  compleated  and  laid  open, 
will  be  found,  to  have  been  not  merely  con- 
fident with  infinite  and  everlafting  goodnefs, 
but  glorious  proofs  and  inilances  of  it.  We 
are  then  to  begin, 

I.  With  giving  a  good  account  of  that  mo- 
ral evil,  which  feems  to  abound  in  our 
world,  and  proving  it  to  be  confident,  with 
the  boundlefs  benevolence  of  the  Creator 
and  Governor  of  the  univerfe. 

It  hath  been  objeSled,  "  if  piety  and  vir- 
"  tue  are  cflential  to  the  happinefs  of  ra- 
iC  tional  creatures,  would  not  an  infinitely 
<c  good  Creator  have  made  the  attainment  of 
"  thefe  difpofitions  more  eafy?  And  how 
€i  can  it  confift  with  this  perfection,  that 
X  2  "  he 
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"  he  appoints  men  to  be  born  with  fuch 
u  conftitutions,  into  a  world  fo  full  of 
c<  temptations;  by  which,  apparently  the 
"  greater  part  of  them  are  betrayed  into 
u  wickednefs,  and  endlefs  ruin  ?" 

To  this  we  anfwer  in  general,  that  both 
the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  require 
the  creation  of  free  agents,  and  that  when 
created,  they  fhould  be  governed  according 
to  their  nature,  and  be  placed  on  their  trial. 
If  deftitute  of  liberty,  intelligent  creatures 
could  not  become  qualified  for  the  higheft 
happinefs,  or  enjoy  it  5  for  this  muft  arife 
from  confeious  integrity  and  goodnefs,  from 
imitating  the  moral  excellencies  of  the  Deity, 
and  becoming  proper  obje&s  of  the  Divine 
complacency  and  love.  And  infinite  beings, 
a  power  of  freely  choofing  and  preferring 
what  is  excellent  and  approved  by  God, 
muft  be  conjoined  with  a  power  of  choofing 
otherwife,  whenever  pleafure  (hall  incline 
perfons  to  go  one  way,  and  duty  diredt  them 
another.  And  the  fame  perfe&ions,  which 
order  the  creation  of  free  beings,  will  re- 
quire, that  they  be  governed  according  to 
their  nature  j  fince  this  is  merely  purfuing 

the 
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the  defign  of  their  creation,  which  is  allow- 
ed to  be  wife  and  kind.  If  we  are  capable 
of  an  approved  virtue  and  piety,  it  is  evi- 
dently right  that  we  fhould  approve  our- 
felves,  by  cultivating  thefe  difpofitions  dur- 
ing our  ftate  of  trial.  And  unlefs  we  arc 
exercifed  with  temptations  and  difficulties, 
how  can  this  be  done  ?  Or  how  can  we 
become  approved  by  our  Creator ;  unlefs  by 
freely  choofing,  and  conftantly  adhering  to 
what  is  right,  amiable  and  worthy,  wc 
render  ourfelves  objedts  of  his  approbation  ? 
Where  would  be  the  merit,  or  rewardable- 
jiefs  of  our  love  to  God  and  goodnefs,  and 
preferring  to  aft  as  this  affe&ion  prompts 
us,  were  we  fo  fituated,  that  it  fhould  be 
morally  impoffible  for  us  to  adt  otherwife, 
and  we  could  neither  fee,  or  feel  any  in- 
ducement or  temptation  to  be  vicious  ? 

All  rational  agents,  who  are  capable  of 
other  pleafures,  befides  thofe  which  arife 
from  love  and  obedience  to  God,  and  choof- 
ing and  adhering  to  what  is  morally  beau- 
tiful, may  be  tempted  to  fin  by  their  incli- 
nations to  thefe  pleafures,  whenever  the 
purfuit  and  enjoyment  of  them  would  in- 
X  3  terferc 
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tcrfere  with  the  practice  of  their  duty,  which 
muft  often  happen :  and  they  may  actually 
fin,  by  indulging  to  them  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances.  But  it  can  certainly  be  no  juft  ob- 
jection to  the  Divine  Goodnefs,  that  he 
forms  his  creatures  with  capacities  for  more 
kinvis  of  pleaiure  than  one ;  of  the  pleafures 
for  inftance  which  are  produced  by  gratify- 
ing our  fenfes  and  imagination,  and  by  the 
difcovery  and  contemplation  of  truth,  as 
well  as  of  thofe  which  are  the  fruits  of 
obeying  God,  or  doing  good  to  men.  The 
more  capacities  of  this  kind,  which  are  con- 
fident with  one  another,  the  more  inftances 
and  proofs  of  benevolence  hath  our  Creator 
given.  And  certainly  the  creatures  alone 
are  to  be  blamed,  if  preferring  the  meaner 
fatisfa&ions  to  the  nobler  %  a  ftrong  pleating 
fenfation  before  behaving  pioufly  or  righte- 
oufly,  they  render  themfelves  guilty  and 
wretched ;  objedts  of  the  Divine  difappro- 
bation,  and  of  their  own. 

It  being  then  manifestly  worthy  of  the 
Divine  benevolence,  that  fuch  creatures  as 
men  fliould  be  formed,  partly  rational  and 
partly  animal,  and  that  they  fhould  be  put 

to 
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to  this  trial,  whether  they  will  prefer  the 
fatisfa&ions  of  virtue  and  piefy  before  plea- 
ting fenfations  and  animal  interefts ;  all  our 
bodily  inclinations,  which  if  we  do  not  pro- 
perly govern  them,  betray  us  into  fin,  are 
not  only  confident  with  our  Maker's  good- 
nefs, as  fit  trials  of  virtue,  but  will  be 
found  upon  inquiry  to  be  alfo  necejfary,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  bodily  part. 

Could  we  fupport  life  without  meat  and 
drink?  Or  (hould  we  labour  to  provide 
thefe,  unlefs  we  were  excited  by  hunger 
and  thirft  ?  And  are  not  the  pleafures  con- 
fequent  on  the  gratifications  of  thefe  appe- 
tites inftances  of  the  kindnefs  of  our  Maker, 
who  thus  rewards  a  care  for  the  body,  which 
is  his  work  ?  And  is  this  conftitution  to  be 
blamed,  becaufe  fome  perfons  will  purfue 
thefe  pleafures  contrarily  to  the  defign  of 
God,  and  even  to  the  deftruftion  of  their 
health  and  reafon,  becoming  Jots  or  glut* 
tons  ? 

Would  the  human  race  be  propagated,  or 

children  when  born  be  taken  care  of  and 

educated,  without  thofe  inclinations  and  in- 

X  4  ftin<?- 
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ftindtive  affedtions,  which  prompt  perfon9 
to  found  and  build  up  a  family?  Is  not 
our  Maker  kind,  who  befide  the  fatisfac- 
tions  which  attend  a  rational  benevolence, 
excites  perfons  to  purfue  the  good  of  a  fa- 
mily and  fociety,  and  rewards  them,  by 
thofe  other  pleafures,  which  the  proper  in- 
clinations and  inftindts  give  them,  when  re* 
gularly  purfued  ?  And  is  the  kindnefs  of 
the  Creator  to  be  blamed,  becaufe  many 
will  purfue  thefe  pleafures,  without  regard 
to  juftice,  or  to  the  good  of  a  family,  and 
even  in  oppofition  to  thefe?  Or  becaufe 
fome  will  be  unjuft,  that  they  may  gratify 
an  inftindtive  fondnefs  for  their  children, 
when  by  an  honeft  induftry  they  might 
gratify  it,  in  full  confiftence  with  juftice  and 
the  general  good  ? 

Or  is  God  to  be  judged  lefs  benevolent, 
who  hath  formed  us  to  receive  pleafure  from 
beautiful  objedts  of  every  kind,  from  fine 
ftatues,  paintings,  gardens,  buildings,  or  the 
like,  becaufe  fome  perfons  will  purfue  thefe 
entertainments,  negligent  of  the  fatisfadlions 
arifmg  from  piety,  juftice  or  humanity,  and 
pvcn  in  contradidtion  to  the  rules  of  thefe ; 

when 
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when  the  pleafures  derived  from  thefe  mate- 
rial beauties,  naturally  ieffen  as  they  are  in- 
grafted, but  always  rife  in  proportion  to  our 
gratifying  the  benevolent  affedtions,  and  our 
inviting  others  to  fhare  the  pleafure  with  us  ? 

The  like  evidence  for  the  Divine  Benig- 
nity will  arife,    from   the  confideration  of 
fome   other    affections    and    paffions,    not 
wholly  relative  to  the  animal  life;  which 
yet,  when  they  are  not  well  directed  or  go- 
verned, prove  occafions  of  fin.     Can  we  be 
happy  without  taking  care  of  ourfelves,  and 
fhould  we  take  care  of  ourfelves  without 
felf-love  ?     And  is  the  kindnefs  of  God  to 
be  cenfured,  bccaufe  many  perfons,  fuffer- 
ing  themfelves  to  be  led  blindly  by  this  af- 
fection injure  others;  when  to  give  them  the 
command  over  it,  he  hath  ballanced  it  by 
the  fociai  affedtions  of  benevolence,  compqf* 
jion,   indignation  againft  injujiice,   and  the 
like  ?     And  when  he  hath  alfo  made  it  evi- 
dently our  own  greateft  intereft  to  be  kind, 
and  juft,  and  merciful,  that  is  to  gratify  our 
felf-loye,  in  conftant  concurrence  with  the 
Jove  of  others  ? 

Again, 
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Again,  would  not  the  prevalence  of  vio- 
lence and  wrongs  be  deftru&ive  of  the  ge- 
neral welfare  ?  And  do  not  injuries  as  fuch, 
even  when  offered  to  others^  naturally  ex- 
cite anger  and  refentment  ?  Is  not  this  a 
mighty  check  to  reftrain  perfons  from  vio- 
lently and  unjuftly  purfuing  objetfs,  which 
gratify  the  meaner  inclinations  ?  And  is  not 
the  Author  of  the  human  conftitution  be- 
nevolent, who  hath  implanted  this  paffion, 
to  raife  fears  in  the  oppreffive,  and  to  over- 
balance the  fears  of  others  from  them, 
when  they  are  called  to  vindicate  injured 
innocence  *  ?  And  if  any  will  be  angry 
when  they  are  not  injured,  becaufe  they  will 
not  fairly  confider  the  cafe,  and  thus  become 
injurious,  is  the  Author  of  cur  frame  to 
be  blamed ;  when  according  to  our  original 
conftitution  the  object  naturally  exciting  our 
refentment  is  injujlice>  whether  done  to  others 
or  to  curfehes  ?  And  is  it  not  a  pcrverfion  of 
a  good  conftitution,  to  make  that  paflion, 
which  is  naturally  a  check  upon  injuftice,  an 
incitement  to  commit  it  ? 

*  See  Bifhop  Butler's  Sermon  on  Refentment. 

Farther, 
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Farther,  a  defire  of  being  approved  by  our 
own  hearts,   and  a  fatisfadtion  in  it,  with 
painful  inward  fenfations,  when  we  cannot 
avoid  thinking  meanly  of  ourfelves  -,  an  ear- 
ned defire  of  gaining  the  efieem  of  others,  and 
our   being   highly   pleafed   when  we   fuc- 
ceed thefe  paffions,  joined  with  a  na- 
tural determination  to  approve  in  ourfelves 
or  in  others  generofity%  gratitude,  fidelity,  and 
the  like  difpofitions,   and  to  be  difpleafed 
with  the  contrary — are  certainly  inftances  of 
the  wife  benevolence  of  our  Creator,     But 
if  men  will  overvalue  themfclves,   or  rate 
themfelves  high  for  trifling  accomplishments, 
neglecting  folid  worth ;  if  they  will  arrogate 
efteem  without  deferving  it;  or  if  in  order 
to  gratify  a  defire  of  being  honourably  diC- 
tinguifhed,    over-rating  their  own   worth, 
they  will  under-rate  the  worth  of  others, 
and  thus  become  proud,  injurious  and  con- 
temptible;   is  the  Creator  to  be  thought 
deficient  in  kindnefs,  who  hath  implanted 
mod  ufeful  paffions  in  men,  becaufe  fome 
men  will  unreafonably   and  mifchievoufly 
pervert  thefe  ? 

Allied 
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Allied  to  the  preceding  is  another  natural 
paflion,  emulation,  which  makes  us  uneafy, 
when  we  fee  any  excellence  or  good,  which 
might  become  ours,  and  is  not.  Do  we 
not  fee  the  wifdom  and  kindnefs  of  plant- 
ing this  in  the  human  frame,  to  prevent 
our  refting  fhort  of  any  degrees  of  worth  or 
happinefs  attainable,  and  to  rouze  us  to  be- 
come deferving  and  happy  in  the  higheft 
degrees  ?  And  fhould  any  pervert  this  noble 
paflion  to  envy,  and  inftead  of  being  ftimu- 
lated  by  their  uneafinefs,  at  the  fight  of  fu- 
perior  worth  or  happinefs,  to  equal  or  at- 
tain it,  hate  the  worth  which  makes  them 
uneafy,  and  ftudy  to  deprive  others  of  that 
good,  the  want  of  which  gives  them  pain 
to  behold  it ;  is  the  Author  of  this  excel- 
lent and  ufcful  paflion,  emulation,  to  be 
blamed  ? 

Again,  will  not  doing  great  good  yield  us 
as  great  fatisfa&ion  as  we  can  know ;  and 
can  men  do  great  good  without  great  power? 
And  does  not  the  high  ejleem  of  which  men 
are  naturally  and  juftly  defirous,  and  which 
is  paid  to  great  goodnefs  in  conjun&ion  with 

great 
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great  power,  ftrongly  excite  perfons  to  de- 
fire  power  for  the  fake  of  doing  good,  and 
to  employ  an  extenfive  power  in  being  ex* 
tenfively  beneficial  ?  Is  not  then  a  love  of 
power ',  or  a  defire  by  improving  our  abili- 
ties, knowledge,  credit,  fortune,  and  the 
like,  to  inlarge  our  power  of  doing  good,  a 
right  pafilon  ?  Is  not  this  ambition,  where 
it  is  warm,  ufually  joined  with  confiderable 
natural  talents;  while  weak  and  narrow 
minds  feel  little  of  it?  And  is  not  eftab- 
lifhing  a  great  and  good  character  by  bene- 
fiting numbers,  the  reafon  and  end,  for 
which  natural  benevolence,  and  the  high 
fatisfa&ion  of  indulging  it,  the  honour  ufu- 
ally attending  this  exercife  of  power,  and 
even  a  prudent  felf-love,  would  prompt 
men  to  feek  and  to  employ  it?  Is  our 
Maker  then  deficient  in  kindnefs,  who  hath 
given  us  fo  ufeful  a  pafilon,  becaufe  fome 
perfons  perverfely  defire  power  for  the  fake 
of  doing  mifchief,  and  when  they  have  ac- 
quired it,  do  themfelves  and  others  great 
mifchief? 

To   inftance  but  one  pafilon  more,  al- 
though I  am  perfuaded  every  natural  paf- 
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Jim  *,  when  fairly  examined,  will  be  found 
of  a  beneficial  nature  and  tendency.  Does 
not  the  improvement  and  happinefs  of  man 
greatly  depend  on  cultivating  his  rational 
powers,  and  freely  purfuing  the  di&ates  of 
his  reafon  ?  Is  not  a  defire  of  being  left  to 
do  this,  exempt  from  controul  by  the  unrea- 
fonable  humours  and  paffions  of  others,  a 
right  defire  ?  Is  not  great  mifchief  done, 
when  humour,  folly,  pride  and  other  blind 
paflions,  over-rule  the  underftanding  and 
choice  of  the  rational  and  virtuous,  and  hin- 
der their  purfuit  of  their  proper  good  and 
improvement  in  the  beft  ways?  Is  not 
then  the  love  of  liberty,  as  far  as  it  is  na- 
tural, an  ufeful  pafiion  ?  Or  can  any  have 
a  right  to  cenfure  either  the  wifdom,  or 
goodnefs  of  our  Maker,  on  account  of  the 
mifchiefs  which  the  proud  and  tyrannical 
bring  on  themfelves  by  their  oppofition  to 
this  natural  defire?  Or  becaufe  others  have 
perverted  a  defire  to  live  according  to  rea- 
fon, and  to  purfue  by  the  mod  diredt  ways 
their  proper  happinefs,  into  a  defire  of  being 
fufFered  to  become  flaves  to  an  unreafonable 

*  See  this  proved  with  regard  to  fcveral  paffions  in 
Sermon  IV. 

pafiion 
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paffion  of  their  own,  and  of  gratifying  it 
without  reftraint,  even  to  the  great  hurt  of 
themfelves  and  others  ?  Tis  natural  for  ra- 
tional beings  to  judge  it  moil  defirable  to 
follow  reafon,  and  to  feek  their  proper  hap- 
pinefs  according  to  its  directions 5  'tis  there- 
fore evidently  a  right  paffion,  which  excites 
impatience  of  unreafonable  controul,  and  a 
zeal  for  liberty  to  pradtife,  what  they  ap- 
prove as  beft.  No  man  thinks  his  liberty 
controuled  by  reafon,  perfuafion  and  con- 
viction. Let  perfons  in  power  therefore 
treat  their  fubjedts  as  rational  creatures,  not 
as  brutes,  and  no  inconveniencies  will  arife 
from  a  love  of  liberty,  but  very  great  advan- 
tages ;  for  it  will  excite  men  to  cultivate 
their  reafon,  and  to  indulge  and  improve 
their  feveral  geniufes. 

Thus  it  appears,  from  a  fair  view  of  the 
natures  and  tendencies  of  the  chief  affec- 
tions and  paflions  of  the  human  frame, 
which  when  mifguidedor  ungoverned,  prove 
occafions  of  a  great  deal  of  vice  and  mifery, 
that  the  goodnefs  of  our  Maker,  who  plant- 
ed them  in  us,  cannot  with  reafon  be  im- 
peached ;  fince  had  we  been  without  thefe, 
5  we 
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we  could  not  have  fo  well  attained  the 
proper  happinefs  of  fuch  beings  as  we  are. 
And  if  they  prove  the  occafions  of  fin, 
when  originally  fitted  to  be  excitements 
to  virtue,  and  means  of  improving  it,  they 
who  thus  pervert  a  conftitution  naturally 
good,  are  alone  to  be  blamed.  Or  can  im- 
partial perfons  think  this  oppofite  way  of 
talking  and  deciding  more  rational  ?  That 
the  Creator,  if  he  would  have  approved 
himfelf  wifely  benevolent  to  mankind,  fhould 
have  precluded  all  from  the  pleafure  they 
tafte  in  eating  and  drinking,  becaufe  other- 
wife  fome  will  prove  intemperate.  That  he 
fhould  have  appointed  marriage  and  the  care 
of  children  to  be  unattended  with  any  fen- 
fible  pleafure  ;  becaufe  otherwife  fome  per- 
fons would  be  lewd  or  unjuft.  That  we 
fhould  receive  no  pleafure  from  beauty  of 
any  kind,  but  moral,  left  fome  {hould  fool- 
ifhly  and  wickedly  prefer  the  beauties  and 
plealures  of  fenfe  and  imagination,  before 
the  beauty  of  virtue.  That  none  (hould  na- 
turally love  themfelves,  and  be  ftrongly  ex- 
cited to  take  care  of  their  own  welfare,  left 
fome  fhould  be  tempted  to  gratify  this  paf- 
fion  with  the  injury  of  others.     That  we 

fhould 
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{hould  have  been  formed  indifferent  to  op- 
prcflion,  injuftice  and  wickednefs,  and  have 
felt  no  refentment  at  the  view  of  thefc  j  to 
prevent   any    perfon's "  being   angry,    even 
when   they  are  not  injured.     That  there 
fhould  have  been  naturally   no  fatisfa&ion 
attending  a  juft  felf-approbation  -,  that  men 
might  not  be  inclined  to  value  themfelves 
without  reafon  $    and  no  defire  to  recom- 
mend ourfelves  to  the  efteem  of  others,  by 
excellent  qualities   and   benevolent  a&ions; 
left  fome  (hould  endeavour  to  gain  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  others,    by  foolifh  or 
wicked  adtions.      That   men   fhould  have 
been  without  the  paffion  of  fhame,  to  re- 
ftrain  them  from  what  is  bafe  and  deferv- 
ing  infamy ;  left  fome  (hould  be  a(hamed 
of  what  is  virtuous  and  honourable.     That 
there  (hould  have  been  no  attraction  in  li- 
berty, left  fome  (hould  be  tempted  to  li- 
centioufnefs;  and  nothing  appear  defireable 
in  a  power  to  do  great  good,    that  none 
might   drive   for  a  power  of  doing  great 
mifchief.      And    that   no   noble  emulation 
fhould  have  been  felt  in  the  human  bofom ; 
left  envy  (hould  creep  in,  and  make  men 
felf-tormenters,    and  mifchievous   tos  their 
Y  neigh* 
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neighbours.  Would  this  have  been  a  better 
conftitution  than  the  prefent*  What  wife 
and  con  fid er ate  perfon  can  think  it  ? 

This  then  is  the  evident  truth  with  re- 
gard to  all  our  inclinations  and  paffions  in 
their  natural  bale;  that  they  were  defigned- 
and  fitted  by  the  Author  of  nature  to  be 
greatly  ufeful,  occafions  oi  virtue  and  excite- 
ments to  it,  and  injlruments  of  happinefs. 
And  where,  through  the  intervention  of 
fome  other  caufes,  as  the  vicioufnefs  of  pa- 
rents, or  other  near  ancejtors,  a  bad  educa- 
tion^ and  the  like,  any  of  thefe  paffions  have 
grown  up  in  our  frame,  jironger  than  we 
could  have  wlflhed,  or  than  is  confident, 
with  maintaining  eafily  a  proper  ballance  be- 
tween our  feveral  affections,  and  the  fub- 

jc&ion  of  all  of  them  to  reafon yet  even 

in  this  (late,  they  are  proper  trials  of  our 
virtue;  the  ftrength  of  which  is  increa/ed, 
as  well  as  manifefted  by  the  due  govern- 
ment of  them.  And  reafGn,  confeience,  the 
moral  fenfe  and  benevolent  affections,  with 
the  other  advantages  which  we  have  as  mem» 
bers  ofjbciety  and  efpecially  as  Cbrijtians9 
itt  conjunction  with  the  aids  of  the  Divine 

Provi* 
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Providence  and  Spirit^  which  whenever  they 
are  wanted  will  be  granted  to  all  the  bonejl' 
and  fincere,  who  defire  and  will  improve 

them ail  thefe  are  fufficient  to  render  us 

fuperior  to  the  mightieft  difficulties  of  this 
kind.  Vice  is  in  no  cafe  the  necejary  con- 
fequence  of  our  confutation.  To  fuppofe 
this,  would  be  to  fuppofe  an  evident  contra- 
diction; fince  to  bt  vicious  y  we  muft  be  free 
agents.  We  are  then  only  vicious,  when 
we  choofe  and  adt  ill,  where,  all  circum- 
ftances  confidered,  we  might  have  chofen 
and  aded  otherwife. 

That  this  is  the  right  folution  to  the  diffi- 
culty, of  making  the  abundance  of  moral 
evil  appear  confident  with  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  may  be  farther  inforced  from  its  co- 
inciding with  the  account  given  of  this  phe- 
nomenon in  revelation.  Solomon  mentions 
this  as  the  refult  of  his  confideration  of  this 
perplexing  affair.  *  Lo  this  only  have  I 
foimdy  that  God  hath  made  man  upright,  but 
they  have  fought  out  many  inventions.  And 
thus  his  infpired  Father  encourages  the  fin- 
cerely  pious  and  virtuous,  while  flruggling 

*  Ecclcfiaftcs  vii.  29. 

Y  2  with 
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with  oppofition  and  temptation,  in  the  prac- 
tice of  their  duty;  and  mentions  it  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  men  in 
tfrofe  circumftances.  *  Like  as  ajfatber  pi- 
tieth  bis  children,  Jo  the  Lord  pitietb  them 
who  fear  him :  for  be  knowetb  our  frame,  be 
rememberetb  that  we  are  dufi.  And  as  far 
as  the  eafl  is  from  the  weft,  fo  far  doth  be  re- 
move from  them  their  tranfgrefjions.  Our  di- 
vine Matter  alfo  mentions  the  frailty  of  our 
moral  conftitution  to  his  difciples,  as  a  mo- 
tive to  be  watchful  and  exert  themfelves* 
and  as  a  reafon  for  their  expecting  extra- 
ordinary afliftances  in  extraordinary  trials. 
•f-  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into 
temptation.  Thefpirit  indeed  is  willing,  but 
tbefe/h  is  weak.  And  to  add  no  more,  St. 
James  exhorts  Chriftians,  when  engaged  in 
difficult  trials,  being  called  to  do  and  fufFer 
things  difagreeable  with  their  natural  incli- 
nations and  paflions ;  $  to  count  it  all  joy, 
when  they  fall  into  divers  temptations.  Know- 
ing this,  that  the  trial  of  faith  worketb  pa- 
tience ;  and  that  patience  /hould  have  its  per- 
fect work,  that  they  might  be  intire,  wanting 

*  Pfalm  ciii.  12,  13.  +  Matthew  xxvi.  41. 

j:  James  i.  2.  12. 

nothing. 
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nothing.  That  as  thcfc  trying  circumftances 
required  great  wifdom,  for  behaving  well 
amidft  them,  and  they  wanted  wifdom,  they 
fhould  ajk  it  rf  God,  who  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances givetb  to  all  liberally.  And  that  pro- 
ceeding thus,  they  would  find  thefe  trials 
to  be  intended  for  their  good,  and  iffuing  in 
it.  For  blejfedis  the  man  who  enduretb  temp" 
tat ion ,  Jince  when  be  bath  been  tried,  he  jhall 
receive  the  crown  of  life.  Nor  fhould  any 
be  difcou raged,  as  if  God  defigncd  by  the 
difficulty  of  the  ftruggle  between  flefh  and 
blood,  and  reafon  aided  by  faith,  to  occa- 
fion  their  fall  and  ruin.  The  contrary  was 
moft  evident  truth;  fince  fuch  is  the  redti- 
tude  and  goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Nature, 
that  be  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  and 
therefore  in  the  ill  fenfe  of  the  word,  tempt- 
etb  no  man.  That  is,  he  never  permits  the 
circumftances  of  any  honeft  man  to  be  fuch, 
as  to  betray  him  without  his  own  inexcuf- 
aWe  fault  into  vice  and  ruin. 

Having  thus  fhown  the  creating  free  be- 
ings with  fuch  inclinations  and  paffions  as 
ours,  which  often  prove  occafions  of  great 
moral  evil,    to  bp  yet  confident  with  the 
Y  3  alwife 
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alwife  and  unbounded  benevolence  of  our 
Creator,  referving  for  the  next  difcourfe  an 
examination  of  the  other  objcdions  taken 
from  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  men, 
and  the  confequent  prevalence  of  vice;  I 
would  now  conclude  with  this  pra&ical  re- 
jlefiion. 

That  fince  the  wife  benevolence  of  our 
Creator,  hath  formed  us  capable  of  an  ap- 
proved piety  and  virtue,  and  of  thus  quali- 
fying ourfelves  for  the  crown  of  immortal 
life  and  bleflednefs,  and  fituated  us  am  id  ft 
circum (lances,  which  oblige  us  to  exert  a 
watchfulnefs  and  refolution,  that  though 
difficult,  will  be  infinitely  overpaid— — in- 
ftead  of  quarrelling  with  our  conftitution, 
and  pleading  our  inclinations  and  tempta- 
tions, as  excufes  for  yielding  to  vice,  we 
fhould  cheerfully  embrace,  and  vigoroufly 
improve  the  opportunity,  for  qualifying  our- 
felves to  receive  fo  glorious  a  reward ;  hear- 
tily and  conftantly  exerting  our  moral  pow- 
ers. Let  us  regulate  the  fenfual  paflions, 
and  become  pure  in  heart  *,  when  we  may 
thus  be  qualified  to  fee  God,  and  enjoy  his 

•  Matthew  v.  3. 

pre- 
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prefence  and  favour  to  eternity.  Let  us  mo- 
derate our  anger,  and  become  meek  and 
gentle;  when  we  may  thus  become  meet 
to  inhabit  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth, 
wherein  rigbteoufnefs,  peace  and  love  will 
dwell  forever.  Having  the  hope  of  an  eter- 
nal heaven,  of  perfedfc  purity,  devotion  and 
felicity;  let  us  cleanfe  our/elves  from  all  fl- 
tbinefs  offiejh  andjpirit,  and  purify  ourfelves, 
as  God  and  Heaven  are  pure\\.  And  thankful 
to  God,  that  he  hath  put  into  our  power, 
by  the  refolution,  vigilance  and  perfevering 
obedience  of  fo  fhort  a  life,  to  become  eftab* 
lifhed  in  holinefs  and  bleflednefs  for  eter- 
nity, let  us  be  Jtedfaft,  immoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord;  know- 
ing that  our  labour  in  the  Lord  will  not  fa 
in  vain§. 

I  2  Corinthians  vii.  j.     j  John  iii,  3. 
§  1  Corinthians  xv.  $8. 
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SERMON     XIL 

The  Objedioii  of  the  Abundance  of 
moral  Evil  farther  urged  and  an- 
swered, 


James  i.  13,  14. 

Let  no  man  fay,  when  be  is  tempted,  I  am 
tempted  of  God-,  for  God  cannot  be  tempted 
with  evil,  neither  temptetb  he  any  man. 
But  every  man  is  tempted,  when  be  is 
drawn  away  of  bis  own  luft  and  enticed. 


IN  the  preceding  difcourfe,  on  thefe 
words,  I  began  to  examine  the  objec- 
tion raifed  'againft  the  goodnefs  of  our 
Maker,  from  abounding  moral  evil,  and 
fhowed  you,  that  alwife  Goodnefs  would 
diredt  the  creation  of free  beings,  capable  of 
an  approved Virtue  and  obedience,  even  with 
the  forefeen  hazard,  that  many  of  thefe 
would  not  approve  themfelves.    And  that 

the 
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the  various  inclinations  and  paffum  in  our 
conftitution,  which  have  been  obje&ed 
tgainft,  as  occasioning  the  viciouihefs  and 
mifery  of  numbers,  are  very  ufeful,  and 
even  Hrtejffary  M>  fufeh  beings  «i  men;  and 
would  prove,  if  they  were  not  inexcufably 
faulty,  occafions  and  excitements  of  virtue, 
and  mttufc  of  their  fetter  hippibefs. 

But  it  is  ftill  objeded ;  c«  if  «re  Were 
"  created  free,  and  with  inclinations  and 
«  paffions  which  conftituto  us  capable  of 
«  an  approved  virtue,  and  were  placed  on 
*'  oar  trial,  might  we  hot  haVc  been  tried 
"  in  circumftances  more  favourdblei  Might 
"  we  Hot  have  been  placed  in  bodies,  the 
u  inclinations  of  which,  that  might  prove 
"  occafions  of  fin,  fhould  never  rife  to  fuch 
<c  ftrength,  as  we  feel  our  inclinations  doJ 
€i  And  might  not  reKfbn,  confcicnce,  a0d 
"  the  nobler  affe&ions,  have  been  formed 
"  ftronger?  But  are  not  the  greater  part 
"  of  mankind  born  with  confutations,  in 
"  which  the  meaner  inclinations  and  pa£- 
u  Cons  have  fuch/ftrength,  and  then  fitq- 
V  ated  aiflidfl  fo  .many  temptations,  that 
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"  they  fecm  almoft  irrefiftibly  drawn  to 
• c  vice  and  ruin  ?" 

To  this  we  anfwer,  that  admitting  it  to 
be  beft,  that  the  virtue  of  intelligent  and 
free  creatures  ihould  be  tried  and  approved, 
before  they  are  eftabliflbcd  in  bappinefs*  and 
that  it  is  moil  worthy  of  an  infinitely  wife 
and  good  God  to  treat  us  in  this  manner, 
that  we  might  become  qualified  to  enjoy 
the  higheft  fatisfa&ions,  thofe  which  arife 
from  confeious  virtue,  and  the  divine  com* 
placency;  and  to  receive  thofe  everlafting 
rewards,  which  his  bounty  will  confer  on  an 
approved  piety,  obedience  and  integrity  3  it 
will  upon  the  whole  make  no  difference, 
whether  the  trials  and  temptations,  to  which 
by  our  conftitutions  and  circumftances  we 
are  fubjedted,  be  greater  or  lefsy  provided 
God  our  Creator  and  Governor,  makes  an- 
fwerable  allowances  for  all  thefe,  and  ac- 
cepts a  lefs  uniform  and  exalted  virtue, 
where  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  were 
greater,  and  the  moral  abilities  left*  ■  .or 
if  he  otherwife  proportion  his  affiflances,  and 
the  future  reward*  to  thfe  greatnefs  of  the 
difficulties.  And  this  we  are  affured  he  will 
5  do, 
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do,  who  is  moft  wife  and  good.  This 
manner  of  proceeding  is  evidently  fit  and 
equitable.  And  our  Maker,  who  fees  the 
equity  of  thus  treating  us,  and  who  can 
have  no  intereft  to  biafs  him,  from  fteddily 
purfuing  in  his  government,  by  the  beft 
ways,  the  perfe&ion  and  happinefs  of  his 
rational  creation,  may  be  depended  upon, 
that  he  will  ever  do  what  is  moft  equitable; 
yea  whatever  can  with  reafon  be  cxpefted 
from  the  moft  perfect  goodnefs. 

Farther,  the  more  powerful  the  tempta- 
tion, and  the  greater  the  ftrcngth  of  reafon, 
confideration  and  refolution,  which  is  re- 
quired and  exerted  to  overcome  it;  the  more 
will  the  moral  ftrength  of  the  foul  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  vi&ory,  and  we  (hall  thus  rife 
to  higher  degrees  of  virtue  and  happinefs, 
than  we  could  other  wife  have  attained.  It 
is  an  cftablifhed  law  of  our  conftitution, 
founded  upon  the  beft  reafons ;  that  exert- 
ing our  moral  powers  (hall  increafe  them, 
that  vigorous  afts  (hall  produce  Jlrong  ha- 
bits, and  that  thefe  (hall  be  produced  in 
no  other  way.  Were  the  inftindts  and  af- 
fections of  the  benevolent  kind  much 
6  flrongef 
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ftronger  than  they  are,  and  fcnfitive  affec- 
tions and  felfifli  inftindts  much  weaker ;  as 
upon  this  fuppofition,  either  in  refitting  and 
overcoming  temptations,  or  in  pra&ifing 
agreeably  to  the  kind  affe&ions,  we  (hall  be 
influenced  little  by  mature  confideration, 
and  rational  conviction  of  the  excellence 
and  obligation  of  benevolence  and  virtue; 
though  we  might  be  the  inftruments  of  our 
Creator  in  producing  more  natural  and  fen- 
fitive  good,  and  the  caufes  of  lefs  natural 
evil ;  yet  we  flbould  attain  much  lefs  moral 
worth,  virtue  and  ftrength  of  mind,  be 
much  lower  in  the  fcale  of  moral  perfec- 
tion, and  in  the  divine  eftimation;  and 
much  lefs  happy  in  ourfelves,  and  lefs  able 
for  the  noblefl  inftances  of  a  right  conduit, 
than  we  apw  are.    { 

Attipftance  will  make  the  juftnefs  of  this 
obfervation  more  evident.  Suppofe  a  per- 
fon,  in  .whom  the  animal  and  felfifh  affec- 
tions arc  comparatively  weak,  of  a  temper 
eafy  and  indolent,  and  in  which  the  bene- 
volent affections  are  the  ftrongeft.  :  Suppofe 
him  fituated,  where  he  hath  little  commerce 
with  the  rude,  angry,  and  vicious  part  of 
•  man* 
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mankind.    He  may  pais  years  without  hav- 
ing his  mind  ruffled  with  violent  anger,  and 
yet  have  very  little  of  the  virtue  of  meek* 
ncfs,  very  little  ftrength  of  mind  for  bearing 
injuries,    and  overcoming  evil  with  good. 
This  wilt  foon  appear  when  he  is  brought 
to  the  trial,  and  obliged  to  converfe  with, 
and  have  his  interefts  dependent  upon,  the 
peevifh,  proud,  violent  or  felfifh.     The  or- 
der andtranqutllity  of  his  mind  will  be  fub- 
verted  by  every  trifle.    Whereas  a  perfon, 
who  hath  been  exercifed  with  fuch  trials, 
though  at  the  expence  of  frequent  breaches 
in  his  tranquillity,  will  be  found  able  to  be- 
have with  a  fteddy  gentlenefs,  and  a  fupe- 
rior  greatneft;  amidft  injuries  and  provoca- 
tions.    Thfc  like  reafoning  wiH  be  found  to 
hold  good  in  other  inftances.     For  the  wr- 
tuous  Jlrengtb  of  the  mind  is  chiefly,  if  not 
folely,  notrriflicd  and*  confirmed,  when  we 
determine  ourfelves  to   a<ftion  after  mature 
conjideration,  and  a  rational  conviction  of  the 
worth  and  obligation  of  fuch  a  way  of  act- 
ing.    But  it  is  very  little,  if  at  all  improved, 
when'  without  this  we  furffer  ourfelves  to  be 
wholly  determined  by  inftinds  and  inclina- 
tions, though  they  fliould  be  of  the  befaevo- 

lent 
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it  d&fs.  Tfaefe  inftindive  affe&ions  de- 
nd  much  on  the  temperament  of  the  bo- 
r,  and  therefore  a  mind  generally  governed 

thefc,  if  you  fuppofe  it  removed  from 
e  body,  would  be  foupd  weak  and  un- 
ady  for  virtuous  and  good  a&ions ;  having 
en  rather  aSitd  upon  by  God,  through  the 
ediation  of  the  body,  than  aBtng  itfelf, 
d  having  therefore  acquired  but  a  weak 
oral  habit.  Whereas  another,  who  hath 
uggled  againft  violent  animal  paffions,  and 
any  external  difadvantages,  and  been  oblige 

often  to  recoiled  himfelf,  to  confider  the 
otives  of  virtue,  and  to  adt  upon  convrc- 
mf  and  with  a  vigorous  refolution — thfo 
an  hath  thus  added  continually  to  the 
ength  of  his  moral  powers  and  habits, 
ith  carried  his  improvement  in  a  virtuous 
tnper  to  a  noble  height,  and  is  become 
lalified  for  high  inftance?  of  re&itude  ift 
y  future  ftate,  and  for  high  degrees  of 
If-approbation,  and  of  the  Divine  comjila;- 
ncy,  and  for  a  large  reward.  iT 

It  appears  therefore  to  be  an  ihihtnee  e$jp 
ife  benevolence,  that  the  Deity  permits' 
e  felfift*  inftinds  and  fenftial  inclinatiotis, 

to 
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to  be  naturally  fo  ftrong  as  we  feel  them, 
and  the  temptations  around  us  fo  many; 
fince  notwithftanding  the  apparent  imper- 
fection thus  occafioned  in  human  virtue, 
there  may  really  be  more  virtue  and  happi- 
nefs  produced  in  this  way,  than  by  a  con- 
ftitution,  according  to  which,  the  pradtice 
of  anions  materially  good  and  virtuous 
would  have  been  more  eafy  and  abundant;  , 

;.  As  to  what  is  objedted,  "  that  we  are  as 
* c  it  were  inevitably  betrayed  by  our  confti- 
<(.  tutions  and  circpmftances  into  vice  and 
€\  ruin;"  this  is  not, only  fa^ in  fa&,  but 
in  its.  nature  impoffible.  'Tis  of  the  ejfence  of 
fin  or  wickedncfs  that  it  be  out  free  choice. 
And  the  degrees  of  vicioufnefs  in  every  finful 
adtion  are  to  be  eftimated,  by. the  degrees  of 
our  knowledge  as  to  what  is  morally  good 
or  evil,  and  of  our  abilities,  advantages  and. 
encouragements  for  adting  right,  and  by  our 
rdlt^nts  from  an  oppofite  condudfc;  As  far. 
therefore  as  any  perfons  were  under  a  mo- 
ral necejfity  of  adting  as  they  have  done, 
tjieir  behaviour  was  not  criminal;  though 
tfje  fame  adtions  would  have  been  highly. 
^fkpta*1,  if  cpnjpahted  by  'Otheift  syfeo.had 

clear 
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clear  apprehenfions  of  their  duty,  and  pro- 
per abilities  and  confiderable  advantages  for 
adiftg  Well.  'Tis  therefore  a  fuppofition 
manifeftly  falfe  and  felf-contradi&ory,  that 
any  perfbns  are,  in  a  manner  without  their 
own  fault,  betrayed  by  their  conftitutions 
and  circlimftances  into  wicked  nefs  and 
ruin.  For  fo  far  as  thefe  determine  per-* 
fons,  without  their  own  proper  choice  and 
concurrence,  they  are  not  faulty*  and  God, 
who  perfe&ly  *  knows  their  frame  and  cir- 
cumftances,  will  make  anfwerable  allowan- 
ces to  them.  And  fhould  he  fee  fit  to  try 
their  virtue  with  mighty  temptation?,  and 
in  circumftances  very  unfavourable,  he  will 
proportion  his  aids;  and  if  they  exert  all 
the  ftrength  of  their  minds  in  order  to  adt 
well,  will  reward  them  the  more  glorioufly 
at  laft  f. 

For  inftance,  the  Gofpel  requires  in  Chrif- 
tians  mceknefs  and  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  as 
a  neceflary  qualification  for  obtaining  from 
God  forgivenefs  of  fins  and  eternal  life;  but 
the  conftitutions  of  fome  ftrongly  difpofe 
•  theto  to  anger  and  refentment.      It    may 

*  Pfalnrciii,  f  Revelations  iii.  4. 

Z  there- 
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therefore  ieem,  as  if  the  Divine  goodnfe& 
to  them  was  defe&tve,  which  permitted  fo 
ftrong  a  difpofition  for  anger  to  grow  up  in 
their  constitutions,  and  perhaps  through  the 
fault  of  their  immediate  parents*    Bat  this 
objection  will  vanifl*  when  we  confider,  that 
it  was  evidently  proper  fome  trial  /hould 
be  made  of  their  virtue  and  obedience  $  and 
that  their  ftruggltng  againft,  and  overcoming 
the  impulfes  of  an  angry  confutation,  is  as 
proper  a  trial  as  any.     That   God,   who 
knows  their  constitution,   will  make  equi- 
table allowances  for  it;  and  if  thfey  perfift 
to  watch,  and  struggle  vigoroufly  agakift  it, 
and  endeavour  to  bring  their  anger  into  a 
fettled    fubjedtion  to    reafon   and   religion, 
though  they  cannot  intirely  fubdue  it,  yet 
their   endeavours   (hall   be  accepted ;    and 
while  the  ftruggle  lafts,  they  fhall  be  af- 
filed by  God  in  performing   whatever  i$ 
neceilary  to  their  final  acceptance  and  re- 
ward.    By  this  difcipline  alfo  they  may  ac- 
quire more  of  the  virtue  of  meeknefs,  than 
perfons  of  a  flegmatic  conititution,  who  are 
with  difficulty  rouzed  to  anger;  and  may 
expedl  a  great  reward  of  their  virtuous  meek- 
nefs,  when  the  other,  if  their  difpaffionate- 

nefc 
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jtefe  was  Mtf?/y  the  fefult  of  their  (Sbnftittt- 
tioAj  will  for  this  be  intitled  to.  no  reward. 

Mankind  then  by  &  fincere  piety  and  vir- 
tue; in  eftitoating  which  all  the  circum* 
fiances  of  their  ftate,  their  external  or  inter- 
nal advantages  or  diftdvantages,  will  be  con- 
fidered— i— by  fuch  degrees  of  the  love  of 
God  and  of  righteoufhefs,  as  may  in  all 
equity  afid  mtrcy  be  demanded  from  be- 
ings fo  fituatcd ;  if  they  cheriih  and  cftab- 
lifh  thefe  during  this  (hort  life,  may  become 
approved  of  God,  qualified  in  their  temper* 
fo  enjoy,  and  by  the  gracious  prbmifes  of 
God  afiured  of  enjoying,  confummate  and 
everlafting  blcfiednefs.  How  equitable  this 
general  condition,  our  doing  during  a  fhoxt 
life,  what,  all  circumftanees  and  difadvan- 
tages  allowed  for,  We  can  perform,  towards 
becoming  eftabliflbcd  in  holinefs  and  happi- 
fiefs.  How  immenfc  the  reward,  and  how 
lmmeniely  benevolent  the  God>  who  pre- 
pares and  confers  everlafting  bleffedneft  upon 
all,  who  will  prepare  themfelve*  to  enjoy  it  I 
And  if  any  will  not  thus  concur  with  their 
Creator,  in  qualifying  themfelves  to  be  hap- 
py, is  his  benignity  to  be  cenfured  as  defi- 
2  2  cient, 
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cient,  for  permitting  them  to  want  a  blef- 
fednefs,  for  which  they  voluntarily  incapaci- 
tate themfclves ;  and  to  incur  punifhments 
proportioned  to  their  demerits, "and  necef- 
fary  to  fecure  the  practice  of  Virtue  and 
piety,  and  promote  the  perfection  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  the  honeft  and  fincere,  through- 
out the  moral  fyftem  of  God? 

It  is  this  that  makes  it  fo  difficult  for 
thoughtful  pcrfons,  to  vindicate  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  as  Governor  of  mankind,  that 
they  erroneoufly  fuppofc,  he  will  require 
the  Jame  inflames  and  degrees  of  piety  and 
virtue  from  every  one ;  and  that  the  fame 
adtions  and  difpofitions  are  equally  criminal 
in  all.  A  fuppofition  which  cohtradiifts  ex- 
prefs  determinations  of  reafon  and  revela- 
tion. Our  Lord  the  judge,  appealing  here- 
in to  the  reafon  of  men,  inforrhs  usj  that 
*  to  whom  much  is  gin)en,  of  them  much  mil 
be  required  \  but  that  lefs  will  be  definndedf 
of  them,*  to  whom  lefs  is  given.  "That  the 
fervant  who  knew  his  Lord's  .will,  yet  did 
things  worthy  (fjlripes,  jhallbe  beaten  with 
many  ftripeti  whereas  be  who  comparatively 

1  *  Luke  xii.  47. 
1  knew 
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w  it  not,  and  adted  :  again  ft  it,  /kail  be 
len  but  with  few.  Even  *  two  mites  given 
1  poor  widow,  are  by  him  declared  to  be 
he  Divine  eftimation,  a  more  acceptable 
ance  of  piety,  than  large  offerings  from 
rich.  And  his  Apoftle  aflures  us,  that 
'here  there  is  a  willing  mind,  it  is  ac- 
ed-y  according  to  that  a  man  bath,  and 
according  to  that  he  hath  not. 

To  perfons  therefore  who  duly  confider 
;  it  will  be  evident,  that  there  is  much ' 
e  moral  good  in  the  world,  and  much 
moral  evil,  than  after  the  firft  view  of 
nkind  we  are  apt  to  imagine.  The  cfti- 
te  is  ufually  made,  and  the  difficulty, 
ing  from  the  firft  appearance  of  things, 
ft  felt,  by  perfons  of  eminent  piety  and 
:ue;  who  having  themfelves  enjoyed 
at. advantages,  inconfiderately  conclude; 
t  becaufe  prevailing  inftances  of  appa- 
it  immorality  and  irreligion,  would  be 
;hly  criminal  if  found  in  them,  they  are 
tally  criminal  in  the  numbers  chargeable 
th  them.  And  that  becaufe  they  them- 
ves  are  obliged,  if  they  would  obtain  the 

*  Luke  xxi.  4.  %  2  Corinthians  viii.  12. 

Z  3  Divine 
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Divine  approbation  and  the  ))l0Siidoc(»  of 
heaven,  to  pra$ife  eminent  ipifenccs  of  vie* 
toe  and  piety,  that  all -others  are  wider  the 
fame  obligation*,  and  will  finally  perifh  i£ 
they  fail  of  tfaefe-  But  this  is  a  nuftake^ 
pecafioopd  by  their  nof;  properly  allowing 
for  the  widely  differing  circumftances  an4 
abilities  of  the  moft;  and  not  attending  to 
that  rule  pf  equity*  which  pur  Lord  bath 
eftabliftied.  kefs  apparent  degree?  of  virtue 
and  piety  in  difadvantageous  circumftanccs. 
may  have  a  great  dpal  more  comparative 
merit,  as  ariGng  frpifc  a  iiranger  love  ancfc 
preference  of  what  is  morally  good>*  tha* 
more  confpicuous  ads  done  by  perfons  more 
favourably  fituated*  It  requires  and  prove?  • 
more  ftrength  in  3.  qian  to  carry  a  heavy- 
weight a  few  yards,  than  toftyalka  miltr* 
without  any.  And  all  things  being  allowed  • 
for,  fuch  as  a  difadvantageous  natural  con- 
ftitutjon,  great  ignorapce,  a  bad  eduction, : 
and  the  like,  there  may  remain  ve*ylitdef 
guilt,  if  any;  where  upon  the  firft  view* 
there  was  the  appearance  of  a  great  deal.*  - 

If  then  XJod  the  Cpeaton  and  Goftnior,  ■ 
makes  equitable  allowances  for  ^l^lrfw^  or 

■  * "   ,■■■■"■■  if 
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if  the  internal  affiftances  which  he  grants  be 
proportjonably  greater  j  if  no  a&ion  be  im- 
puted unto  any  as  their  fault,  but  which 
they  might  as  eafily  have  forborn  $  and  if 
he  condemn  them  not  for  neglecting  any  in* 
fiances  of  duty,  but  fqch   as  they  might 
have  as  eafily  pradtifed,  as  was  confident 
with  the  nature  of  a  fincere  and  approved 
virtue—— then  the  moral  evil  to  be  found 
in  the  world  cannot  juftly  be  made  an  ob- 
jection, either '  againft  the  holinefs  or  good- 
nefs  of  God.   For  it  is  evidently  worthy  the 
Divine  (Joodnofs  to  create  men  free  agents ; 
and  moral  evil  can  only  exift,  when  perfons 
chufe  and  aft  ill  in.  cafes,  wherein  with  all 
reafonable  eafe  they  could  have  chofen  and 
adtcd  othemife.     And  none  will  finally  be 
exejuded  frpm  everlaftiog  bleflcdnefs,  and 
caft  ipfo*  deftru&ion,  but  they,  who  know- 
ingly,  Willingly,   apd  obftinately  offended, 
in  thofe  ipftances,  wherein  they  knew  jancj 
yrcic  able  to  ad  better. 

Shpuli^jiy  ftill  afk,    cc  why  would  not 

cc  an  infinitely  wife  and  good  Father,  make 

"  all  men,  as  perfect  as  he  created  AdamV* 

Not  to  anfwer,  that  this  feeoi9  impoflible, 

Z  4  upo.i 
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upon  fuppofition,  that  we  were  to  defcend 
from  him,  be  fubjeft  to  infancy,  childhood, 
and  the  influence  of  fallible  parents,  and  the 
like;  I  anfwer,  that  in  reality  we  are  as 
much  obliged  to  the  Divine  Goodnefs,  as  if 
he  had  done  it.  From  Adam  fuppofed  ca- 
pable of  yielding  perfeSl  obedience,  a  perfec- 
tion of  obedience  would  be  required,  and 
from  us  capable  ofjincerity  alone ;  no  more 
than  fincerity  is  required,  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted, and  finally  rewarded  with  eternal 
life/  , 

To  make  the  produ&ion  of  creatures  con- 
fident with  the  Divine  Benevolence,  no  more 
is  required,  than  that  their  exiftence  be  to 
them  greatly  preferable  to  non-exijlence  *,  and 
that  they  be  favourably  fituated  to  attain  the 
happinefs  for  which  their  nature  capacitates 
them.  Their  exiftence  is  then  a  good" to 
them,  although  they  are  creatures  of  a  low- 
er order;  and  to  produce  good  is  an  a£tion 
worthy  of  infinite  Goodnefs.  Were  it  a 
3  valid  objection  againft  the  kindnefs  of  the 
Creator^  that  larger  capacities,  anjd  a  more 
favourable  fituafion  for  attaining1  happinefs 
may  be  fuppofed,  this  would  prove,   that 

neither 
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neither  J4<*m  nor  angels  fliould  fraye  been 
createdj  no  beings,  but  the  moft  perfedt 
which  infinite  power   and   wifdpm  could 
produce.     If  my  nature  qualifies  me  for  en- 
joying a  great  deal  of  good,  and  I  am  fa- 
vourably fituated  for  attaining  my  proper 
happinefs,  God  by  creating  me  hath  given 
an  evident  inftance  of  his  benevolence.    To 
fay,  "  why  was  not  I  made  an  angel  ?"  is 
to  fay  nothing  •,  for  it  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms.     Or,  if  the  objection  has  any  mean- 
ing, it  is  this ;  that  I  (hould  not  have  been 
created,  but  an  angel  inftead  of  me.     But 
if  my  exiftence  be  really  a  great  good  to 
me,  and  the  Creator  by  making  me  is  not 
hindered  from  giving  exiftence  to  an  angel; 
and  to  fuppofe  the  Deity  not  to  have  created 
me,  would  be  to  fuppofe  him  to  have  given 
one  inftance  arid  proof  lefs  of  his  benevo- 
lence ;  the  objedion  amounts  at  laft  to  this 
manifeft  contradiction.     That  the  Creator, 
in  order  to  magnify  his  goodnefs,  to  prove 
himfelf  infinitely  benevolent,  (hould  have  been 
lefs  benevolent  than  he  hath  been. 

Farther,  a  great  part  of  the  happinefs  of 
pod's  intelligent  creation  arifes  from  the 

con- 
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contemplation  of  his  works,  and  from  ad* 
miring  the  infinite  wifdom  conspicuous  ia 
their  beauties  and  ufcsf    Were  all  the  crea- 
tures of  God  formed  exa&ly  fimilar,  and 
the  mod  perfed  conceivable,  a  principal 
beauty,  which  is  the  refult  of  the  variety  of 
the  divine  productions,   and  the  judicious 
fubordinatlon  between  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  Aiverfe,  and  the  various  fenfitive  beings 
and  rational  agents  which  inhabit  theft, 
would  have  been  wanting.    This  material 
univerfe,  fo  grand,  regular  and  replete  with 
good,   and  the  countlefs  varieties  of  crea- 
tures which  inhabit  it,  and  which  continu- 
ally furnilh  to  the  nobleft  minds  innumer- 
able inftanccs  and  proofs,  of  the  wifdom, 
power  and  benevolence  of  the  Deity,  mufi 
not  have  exifted.     And  tbefe  exalted  minds 
would  have  wanted  one  confidence  part  of 
their  bappineis,  which  they  find  in  con- 
templating the  beauty,  variety  apd  grander 
in  the  creation,  and  venerating  the  perfec- 
tions of  the  infinite  Creator  difplaycd  herein* 

Agpin,  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion  which  a 
rationed  being;  can  know,  is  the  fatisfec- 
tion  of  doing  good  and  communicating  hap- 

pinefs  j 


witb  tb*  ffahte  Gotdntfi.  fff 

ptaefa*  and  next  to  this  is  the  pleafure  of 
admiring  and  loving  the  benevolent,  and 
being  grateful  to-  benefadors,  The  differ- 
ent gradations  among  the  creatures  of  God, 
and  their  fubordinationa  and  dependencies, 
give  infinite  opportunities  for  enjoying  theft 
fatisfa&ions.  All  which  had  been  wanting^ 
if  thefe  objedtors  had  been  gratified,  apd  if 
all  the  creatures  of  God  had  been  of , one 
order,  and  the  moft  perfedt  poffible*  and 
consequently  not  capable  of  the  divine  fatif- 
fad:ion$  of  contributing  to  each  others  hap- 
pinefs.  Whereas  now,  arch-angels  enjoy  4 
divine  happinefs  in  {improving  the  know- 
ledge, perfection  and  felicity  of  inferior  an- 
gels, and  even  in  being  guardian  faints  to 
mankind;  Yea  the  moft  exalted  Being  ia 
the  univepfe  next  to  God  himfelf,  the  onfy 
begotten  Sort  of  God,  hath  rated  hi*  own 
happinefs  for  eternity,  by  his  condfeffcendfag 
labours  and  generous  affedion  for  mankind^ 
and  will  experience  his  felicity  enlarging 
forever,  with  their  advancing  perfc&ion  ana. 
bleflfednefs,  unto-  which  next  to  his  Father 
Jie  hath  principally  contributed..  And.  his 
faithful  difciples,  his  redeerped?  by  their 
contemplation,  love  and  praife  of  their  ex- 
alted 
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ahedTriend,  and>y  their  triumphs  in  his 
dignity  and  bleflednefs,  will  richly  augment 
their  own  Mefledncfs  forever. 

Finally,  when  we  have  added,  that  In-* 
telligent  beings  are  formed  with  capacities 
for  continual  improve  incuts,  in  knowledge, 
reflitude,  and  happinefs  to  eternity;  and 
that  they  who  for  the  beft  purpofes  are  at 
firft .  placed  in  a  low  rank,  may  by  the 
wifeft  methods  be  trained  for  the  mod  ex- 
alted degrees  of  perfe&ion  and  felicity  con- 
ceivable, and  poflefs  the  nobleft  fatisfadtions 
of  the  higher  orders  of  creatures,  as  they 
grow  ..fit  for  them:  fuch  as  the  fatisfaftions 
flowing  from  an  intire  love  to  the  Deity, 
and  the  mofl  zealous  and  extenfive  imita- 
tion of  his  benevolence,  with  regard  to  be- 
ings their  inferiors ;  and  that  thus  the  whole 
moral .  creation  of  God  (hall  eternally  im- 
prove in  perfe&ion  and  felicity — We  (hall 
then  te  convinced,  that  they  who  have  pre- 
,  tended  to  rpend  the  defigns  of  infinite  wif- 
dojn  and  goodnefs,  or  to  imagine  an  order 
of  creatures,  and  a  ftate  of  things,  more 
worthy  thefe  perfections,  than  God  has  ac- 
tually produced,  would,  if  their  plan  was 

purfued^ 
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purfued;    infinitely   leffen  the  quahdty  tf 
perfedioh  and  fcriaty%fbug!toitt^^ 
tiortofGdd.  ":)  -oiVy-y.^ 

Inftead  therefore  ^irifdulgin^?t6:cdhceTf- 
ed  and  difcontented  imaginations,  as  if  things 
might  have  been  better  ordered,  and  that 
we  might  have  been  better  difpofed  by  God 
for  virtue,  improvement  and  felicity  than 
we  are ;  let  us  all  with  a  warm  gratitude  to 
God,  for  his  great  kindnefs  to  us,  chearfully 
and  faithfully  difcharge  our  feveral  duties, 
and  improve  our  feveral  advantages ;  firmly 
perfuaded,  that  whatever  a  God  infinitely 
wife,  powerful  and  good  hath  done  is  for 
the  beft.  We  (hall  then  feel  in  our  own  in- 
creafing  happinefs,  zttAfee  as  our  profpe&s  of 
the  divine  works  and  difpenfations  brighten 
and  inlarge,  to  our  infinite  fatisfa&ion  the 
evidences  of  this  moft  glorious  truth  bright- 
ning  and  inlarging  to  eternity;  that  the 
Lord  is  good,  infinitely  good,  and  that  his 
mercy  enduretb  forever. 

Having  thus  examined  and  anfwered  the 
objections  drawn  from  the  prefent  abun- 
dance of  moral  evil%  I  (hall  in  the  next  dif- 

courfe 
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COorfeclofe  the  vifidipatkw  of  the  Bttiiie* 
.Goadncfs  by  coafidering  and  aofweringi 
obje&ions  drawn  from  the  abundance  of 
natural  evik,  and  from  the  funijbmtnts 
threatned  to  the  wicked  .afar  death* 
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SERMON    XIII. 

The  ObjeAions  qgainft  the  Divine 
Goodnefc  drawn  from  the  Abun-* 
daace  of  natural  Evil,  and  from 
the  Scripture  Account  of  future 
PunifhmentSf  examined  and  an- 
swered. 

Hibrfws  xiL  10* 

Por  they  verily  for  a  few>  days  ehafiened  us 
after  their  own  pUafiire ;  but  be  for  cur 
profit >  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his 
bolinefs. 

IN  the  two  preceding  difcourfes,  I  havedif- 
tindlly  examined  and  anfwered  the  ob- 
jections, which  ibroe  have  urged  againfl  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  on  account  of  the  moral  evil 
abounding  in  the  world.  It  remains,  that 
I  vindicate  the  Divine  Goodnefs  with  regard 
to  the  natural  evils,  which  he  hath  permitted 

or 
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or  appointed*  and  the  punijhments  he  hath 
* /breathed  Xo  finriers  in  a  future  ftate.     The 
text  read  is  a  proper  foundation  for  fuch  a 
diftdurfe.     In"  if  tfce  Apcjftle  recommends 
fubmiflion  to  God  amidft  prefent  evils  and 
afflictions,,  frQpi.the   confidpratvw  of, the 
fobraraion  we  yielded  to  our  earthly  pa- 
remsjwfcen  they  corre&ed  us.     Although 
their  jftwiente  and  kindgefs  were  mixed 
*  with  iniperfedttons/ yet  as  they  intended 
our  fcood  when  they  chaftifcd  ^s,  it  was 
reafonable  to  be   fubmiffive ;  Jhow   touch 
more  reafonable  then  is  it,  to  acquiefce  in 
the  corrections  difpenfed  by  the  Father  of 
our  fpirits,    whofe  eflential  benignity  cer- 
tainly defigns  our  benefit  in  thofe  afflictions 
which  he   appoints ;    and  whofe  infallible 
wifdom  will  certainly  chufe  the  beft  means 
for  advancing  our  profit,  our  improvement 
in  piety  and  holinefs,  and  our  happinefs  in 
eternity. 

;*  The  text  offers  to  our  thoughts  two  im- 
portant confiderations,  in  vindication  of  the 
Divine  Benevolence ;  as  permitting  that 
variety  of  natural  evifs,  of  which  men  fo 
loudly  complain.  The  one  is,  that  they  are 
5  the 
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the  beft  means  of  promoting  our  improve- 
ment in  holinefs,  and  thus  our  final  perfec- 
tion and  felicity.  The  Father  of  our  fpirits% 
whofe  wifdom  cannot  err,  by  thefc  chaften- 
ings  intends  our  profit;  and  the  uneafinefs 
which  they  occafion  is  of  a  Jlwrt  continu- 
ance  for  a  few  days,  whereas  the  bleflednefs 
for  which  they  prepare  us,  by  making  us 
partakers  of  the  divine  holinefs,  is  everlaft- 
ing.  I  {hall  have  regard  to  both  thefe  rea- 
fons,  in  the  following  vindication  of  the 
Divine  benignity  againft  the 

II.  Great  objection,  which  hath  been  ur- 
ged as  inconfiftent  with  it;  and  which  is 
taken  from  the  abundance  of  natural  evil. 
And  as  to  the  evils  which  fometimes  arife 
out  of  the  frame  of  the  material  world,  'tis 
but  juftice  to  the  Creator  to  make  this  ge- 
neral obfervation;  that  none  of  thefe  are 
the  proper  refult  of  any  general  e/iabli/hed 
laws,  originally  defigned  to  produce  thefe 
evils,  but  appear  to  be  *  ejfefts  of  the  occa- 
fonal  interfering  of  laws,  in  their  prevailing 
nature  and  tendency  beneficial.     The  ge- 

*  See  Dr.  John  Clarke  on  Natural  Evil. 
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ncrtl  eftablithed  laws  of  nature  are  all  of  the 
beneficial  kind,  and  each  is  produ&ive  of 
innumerable  benefits  v  infinitely  prepollent 
to  the  few  evils,  of  which  they  are  fomc- 
times  the  occaiions.  Such  are  the  laws  of 
nttraRion  and  gravitation*  the  laws  by  which 
the  foliation  and  motions  of  the  earth  in  re- 
gard to  the  fun,  and  \\i<t  fuccejfion  of  the 
Jeajoxs  are  determined  j  the  laws  of  diver* 
ge#cy>  refteSlion  and  refraftion,  by  which 
the  fun-beams  are  regulated  j  the  /jmr  of 
eUiJiiciiy,  attra5Hmy  repulfon,  fermentation* 
and  the  like,  on  which  the  motions  and 
qualities  of  the  air,  and  of  the  various  par- 
ticles which  float  in  it,  and  the  fertility  of 
the  earth,  depend.  The  evident  general 
tendency  of  all  thele  laws  is  beneficial,  and 
they  conftantly  in  their  execution  produce 
innumerable  benefits.  The  prefcrvation, 
fopply  and  enjoyments  of  innumerable  crea- 
tures, are  the  conftant,  natural  and  defigned 
effe&s  of  thefe  laws*  and  the  mifchiefa, 
which  by  oceafionally  interfering  they  pro- 
duce, are  few  and  inconfidcrable  in  compa- 
nion. Storms  and  tempejls%  the  occasional 
effedts  of  thofe  eftablifhed  beneficial  laws, 
by  which  the  qualities  and  motions  of  the 

air 
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ail*  are  regulated*,  are  not  only  infinitely  lefs 
mifchievoUs,  than  the  regular  execution  of 
thefe  lato  $9  beneficial,  but  by  purifying  the 
air,  and  keeping  it  hedlthfd,  immediately 
produce  benefits,  in  number  and  value  .in*-' 
comparably  !fup«Korj  tb  the  accidental  evili 
occafionedby  them.  The  Hfce  may  be  ob-i 
ferved  oi''tiirtbquake$9  vtYiteti  are  efforts  6f 
the  interriaT  fconftitution  of  bttt  globe  to  re* 
move  occafionil  obftru£ibft?y- that  if  they1 
continued,  Wight  end  in  the  extinction  of 
the  fubterntneous  fires,  on  which  the  diid 
temperament  and  fertility  of  the  earrh  may 
greatfy  depend.  And  tb  name  but  one  in- 
ftance  more,  arc  not  plagiies  in  cottfequencg 
of  occafiorial  and  irregular  mixtures  and  fer- 
mentations in* the  air;  ttief  eftfe&s  of  Jaws^ 
in  their  gerieral  tendency  and  execution  pro^ 
du&ive  of  innumerable  more  benefits :  even 
flibtild  we  omit  the  important  moral  ptir* 
pofes  and  advantages,  to  which,  under  tlai 
direflion  of  an  infinitely  wife  and  good 
Providence,  this  and  the  former  apparently 

fevere  difcipline  are  made  fubferviejit. 

1 

For  as  a  fecond  general  obfervation,  of- 
fered to  take  off  the  force  of  this  dbjedtion, 
A  a  2  Ut 
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let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  benefits  in- 
tended and  produced  by  natural  evils,  as  a 
moral  difcipline,  greatly  falutary  and  improv- 
ing, are  fuch  t  as  yili  abundantly  vindicate 
the  wife  benevolepce  of  the  Deity,  in  ap- 
pointing or  permitting  them.  Is -has  been 
proved  to  be  a  difpenfation  worthy  the  wif- 
^om  and  goodnefs  of  our  Creator,  that  hes 
hath  placed  rational  creatures  in  a  (late  of: 
(yial  s  and  the  natural  evils  of  pain,  Jickne/s* 
npantx  and  the  like,  are  every  one  of  them 
proper  parts  of  the  difcipline  of  inch  a  ftate, 
as  cxercifes  of  virtue,  or  correctives  of  vjee, 
or  as  fit  means  of  approving  and  increasing 
yirtue  and  piety,  and  thus  of  inqreafing  our 
final  reward;  >  and  our  happinefs  to  eternity ; 
in  comparifon  of  which  they  are  light,  and 
but^r  a  moment  *.  This  experienced  in- 
fluence  of  afflictions,  to  produce  an  increafe 
of  moral  good  and  improvement  here,  and 
pf. divine  bleflednefs  in  eternity,  demon- 
flratcs,  that  in  the  judgment  of  found  rea- 
fon  they  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  evils*  but 
as  benefits,  and  real  effedts  of  the  prudent 
kindnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father :  and  that 
therefore  the  maxim  adopted  by  our  Apoille 

■       •  a  Corinthians  iv.  17.  \ 

IS 
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is '  undoubtedly  true,  that  whom  the  Lord 
Jovetb  be  cbajlenetb. 

*  Natural  evils  may  be  reduced  under  the 
following  heads. 

1.  Of  thofe  which  are  the  neceffary  refult 
of  our  frame  as  frail  and  mortal,  and  of  the 
prefent  conjtitution  of  the  world.  Of  this 
fort  are  hunger,  wearinefs,  Jicknefs,  want, 
and  the  like.  As  to  thefe,  befides  what  has 
been  already  obferved,  particularly  under  the 
*  law  of  pain%  to  (hew  the  ufefulnefs  of 
them,  and  the  beneficial  purpofes  to  which 
they  may  be  made  fubfervierit  5  the  experi- 
ence of  all  ages  proves,  that  they  are  a  ne- 
ceffary ballance  for  the  ftrong  inclinations  in 
our  frame  to  fenfual  good,  and  well  adap- 
ted to  prevent  or  cure  an  exceffive  love  to 
prefent.  things,  to  reftrain  us  from  feeking 
our  happinefs  in  external  enjoyments,  which 
will  always  be  attended  with  this  difagree- 
able  mixture,  and  to  determine  us  to  devote 
our  main  application  to  cultivating  our  pro- 
per fati§fa<3tions  as  rational  and  immortal 

•  See  Sermon  V. 
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beings;  the  fatisfadions  which  arifc  froo* 
pious  and  virtuous  difpofitions,  from  the 
divine  approbation,  and  from  folid  hopes  of 
the-  heavenly  bieffednefs.  Who  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Adam  could  bear  continued  health, 
vigour,  affluence  and  fuccefe,  without  grow- 
ing fenfual,  worldly,  forgetful  of  God,  in- 
folent  to  men,  and  negligent  of  the  more 
valuable,  but  lefs  affeding  pleafures  of  know- 
ledge, re&itude,  goodnefs  and  devotion?  If 
therefore  the  pains  and  inconveniencies  of 
this  tranfitory  ftate,  are  fo  well  adapted  for 
preventing  our  final  ruin;  and  by  fixing  our 
views  more  ferioufly  and  cooftantly  on  hea- 
ven, to  work  out  for  us  a  far  more  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory;  have  w$ 
not  reafon  to  acknowledge,  that  all  the  judg- 
ments of  the  Lord  are  right,  and  that  in  very 
faithfulnefs  and  kfydnefs  be  ajflifts  us  *. 

Again,  does  not  pain,  when  we  bear  it 
with  fubmijjion  to  God,  or  when  in  oppofi? 
tion  to  it  we  fieddily  adhere  to  our  duty, 
heighten  our  virtue  and  piety  ?  po  not  alfb 
the  pains  fufFercd  by  others,  excrcifc  and 
improve   us  in   compajpon,   Benevolence  an4 

*  ffalm  cxix.  71.  5. 

(barity? 
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charity?  And  do  not  thefe  virtuous  im- 
provements enlarge  our  intereft  in  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  and  in  the  bleflcdiiefs  of  im- 
mortality ?  Though  the  difcipline  then  be 
not  for  the  prefent  joyous,  but  grievous,  yet  if 
we  difcern  and  experience  it  to  be  the  means 
of  obtaining  a  good  fo  much  fuperior,  we 
can  no  longer  judge  it  to  be  an  evil ;  but 
muft  eftccm  it  to  be,  what  it  really  is,  in 
the  defign  of  an  alwife  God,  a  valuable  good. 
In  this  way  EJiku,  one  of  the  moil  antient 
fbilofopbers,  accounts  for  afflictions,  in  his 
difpute  with  J*b*i  even  when  they  fall 
heavily  upon  perfons  in  the  main  upright 
and  religious  *  reprefenting  them  as  means 
of  amendment,  or  of  higher  improvements. 
Jftbey  be  bound  in  fetters,  and  be  bolden  in 
cords  ofaffiiflicn ;  then  bejhowetb  them  their 
work>  and  their  tranfgrefjions  that  they  have 
exceeded.  He  openetb  their  ear  to  difcipline, 
and  commandetb  that  they  return  from  ini- 
quity. If  they  obey9  andferve  him,  theyjhall 
fpend  their  days  in  profperity. 

2.  Another  fort  of  fenfible  evils  are  the 
natural  effefts  of  our  own  follies  and  vices : 

*  Job  xxxvi.  8. 

A  a  4  luch 
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fuch  are  the  difeafes  caufed  by  lewdnefs  and 
intemperance,  the  dijirejfes  occafioned  by  idle- 
nefsf  prodigality,  or  ungoverned  fancy •,  and 
the  uneajinefs  created  by  unreafonable  defires, 
pride,  covetoufnefs,  and  the  like  inordinate 
paflions.  The  appointment  of  thefc  con- 
fcquences  is  an  evident  inftance  of  the  good- 
nefs,  as  well  as  righteoufnefs  of  God ;  for 
they  are  fitted  to  cure  thefc  vices,  and  to 
bring  perfons  to  repentance  and  a  found 
mind.  And  thus  they  will  prove  of  infinite 
advantage  to  them,  as  probationers  for  an 
everlajiing  ftate  of  happinefs,  which  they 
can  only  obtain,  or  become  qualified  to  en- 
joy, by  an  eftablilhed  redtitude  and  piety  of 
difpofition.     Or, 

3.  The  evils  of  which  men  complain,  are 
the  produce  of  the  ungoverned  inclinations 
and  paflions  of  others.  And  do  not  thefc  • 
read  us  very  inftru&ive  and  convincing  lef- 
fons,  of  the  odious  nature  of  all  thefe  vices  ? 
Do  they  not  fupply  us  with  proper  occa- 
fions,  for  exercifing  the  feveral  virtues  of 
meeknefs,  humility,  compaflion,  long  fuf- 
fering  and  forgivenefs ;  and  for  manifefting 
a  firm  piety  and  integrity,  by  adhering  to 

our 
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cur  duty,  againft  all  the  force  of  inclina- 
tion, example,   perfecution,  and  the  like? 
*  And  if  we  improve  thefc  occafioils,  a$  we 
may,    and  as  God  intends,   may  they  not 
thus  turn  out  great  bleffings?     For  as  to  all 
the  evils  of  this  fcrt  of  which  we  complain, 
this  will  be  found  true ;  that  every  degree 
of  virtue  and  piety  to  which  they  give  occa- 
fion,  and  in  which  they  exercife1  attdc' im- 
prove us,  will  be  produdtive  of 'imiriortal 
fruits  of  glory   and  bleffednefs 'in1  heaven. 
And  every  vice  thus  corrected,  would  cfcher- 
wife  have  had  as  prdpbrtionably  bad -an  in- 
fluence  on  our  final  (late.     It  is  therefore  a 
certain  truth,  that  the  permifliori  of  thefc  is 
alfo  an  inftance  of  the  wife  benevolettcef  df 
a  governing  God.    St.  James  therefore  "with 
regard  to  the  evils,  which  other  men  bring 
upon  us,  direfts  us  to  §  count  it  all  joy  when 
wtfall  into  divers  temptations ;  knowing  tins, 
that  the  trial  of  our  faith  worketb  patience. 
And  he  pronounces  him  blejfed  who  enduretb 
temptation  \  fince  when  be  bath  been  tried;  he 
Jball  receive  the  crown  of  life,  which  God  bath 
promifed  to  them  that  love  him.   • 

•  Matthew  v.  10.  §  James  i.  2.  12.     See 

alfo  1  Peter  i.  6—.  •  ■   '    ' 
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Finally*  as  to  thofe  extenfive  calamities, 
which  are  fometimes  brought  upon  nations 
by  the  more  immediate  band  of  G*d,  fuck 
as  famine,  peftilence,  earthquakes,  and  the 
like ;  we  are  allured  by  divine  revelation, 
*  that  thefe  are  intended  to  rouze  a  thoughts 
left  and  corrupt  age  to  ferious  consideration ; 
and  thus  to  check  prevailing  vice  and  irreli- 
gion,  to  reclaim  the  vicious,  and  to  improve 
the  weli-difpofed.  As  fuch  judgments  are 
fitted  to  anfwer  thefe  beneficial  purpofes, 
the  more  extenfive  they  are,  and  by  confe- 
quence  the  more  abundant  fruits  of  refor- 
mation, and  of  improving  virtue  and  piety 
they  are  adapted  to  produce,  and  a&ually 
produce  j  the  ftronger  proofs  and  inftances 
they  are  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the 
great  Governor.  For  let  it  be  considered, 
that  the  impiety,  licencioufnefs  and  vio- 
lence, which  too  frequently  (hoot  up  and 
flourish  among  a  people,  who  have  enjoyed 
long  profperity,  are  in  reality  the  greateft 
evils,  that  can  prevail  among  beings  made 
for  immortality ;  and  who,  if  they  are  hap- 
py forever,  muft  become  qualified  for  it 
by  piety,  righteoufnefs,  mercy  and  temper- 

*  Genefis  xviii.  20.    Ifaiah  xxvi.  9. 
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And  that  the  hcavieft  temporal  jcvils 
h  can  be  inflidlcd,  with  a  defigp  and' 
icy  for  retraining  or  removing  thefe, 
ght  and  inconsiderable,  in  companion 
e  much  more  malignant,  cxtenfive  and 
ig  evils,  which  they  prevent  or  miti~ 
;  and  are  even  overbalanced  by  the  pre* 
beneficial  eife&6  and  coftfcqucnccs  q£ 
ing  virtue  and  religion, 

is  alio  but  juftice  to  Divine  Providence, 
e  obferve,  that  whenever  thefe  judg- 
es are  inflicted,  there  are  evidently  vice* 
impiety  enough  prevailing  among  the 
rers,  tojuftify  thefevere  difciplinc.  And. 
thefe  judgments  arc  really  *Jew,  and 
wall  extent,  in  comparifon.  of  the  more 
erous  and  extenfive  fecnes  of  abounding 
greflions,  which  the  hiftory  of  mankind 
furnifl).  That  as  they  are  well  adap* 
and  gcperally  effe&ual,  for  awakening 
relefs  and  vicious  age  to  a  fenfe  of  rcli- 
,  a  dread  of  the  Divine  difpteafure,  and 
gard  to  a  future  ftate;  and  to  teach 
1  moderation,  humility,  compaffion,  an4 

9  See  Sermon  V. 
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the  like  virtues :  the  prefent  good  effe&s  of 
thefe  rcrtues  will  (as  was  juft  obferved) 
prove  greatly  prapollcnt  to  the  natural  evil,  - 
which  will  alfo  be  infinitely  overbalanced 
by  the  never-ending  felicity  of  numbers; 
who  by  this  difciplihe  have  been  reclaimed 
from  vice  and  ruin,  or  excited  to  higher  at- 
tainments in  virtue  and  piety, 

Punifliments  then  which  arc  infli&ed 
much,  feldomcr  than  deferved,  and  which 
ate  much  lighter  than  the  guilt,  and  left 
cxtenfive  than  the  crimcst  which  made 
them  become  neccflary  ;  which  are  intended 
and  adapted  to  prevent  more  dreadful  evils, 
and  to  produce  a  greatly  fuperior  good,  and 
which  often  produce  a  good  infinitely  pras- 
pollent,  to  be  unfolded  in  the  flate  of  retri- 
bution— fuch  punifhments,  inftead  of  being 
folid  objc&ions  again  ft  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Deity,  are  inftances  and  proofs  of  it,  to' 
thofe  who  confider  God  as  the  Governor  of 
rational  and  immortal  beings,  on  their  trial 
for  an  eternity  of  perfe<£lion  and  felicity. 

This  leads  our  thoughts  to  the 

III.  And 
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.  III.  And  laft  objection  urged  againft  the 
Divine  Goodnefs,  and  taken  from  the  degree 
and  duration  of  the  punijbments  threatned  to 
the  incurably  wicked  in  a  future  ftate. '" 

In  anfwer  to  this  we  have  the  following, 
confiderations  to  propofe,  which  will  prove 
the  punishments  really  tbreatned  by-God^ 
and  certainly  to  be  infli&ed,  not  only  con- 
fiftent  with  his  goodnefs,  but  inftances  of  it. 

The  final  punifhment  of  objiinatt  and  incw* 
rtfi/<?..wickednefs,  is  evidently  ntcefary,  to 
prefer ve  a  reference  of  the  divine  laws,  and 
the  general  practice  of  virtue  and  piety  in 
the  moral  creation.  And  exprefs  threatning^ 
of  this,  punifhment,  have  a  powerful  influ- 
ence to  guard  the  virtuous  againft  Hiding  into 
vicious  courfes,  to  reftrain  tranfgrcflbrs,  and 
reclaim  thofe  among  them  who  are  capa- 
ble of  being  recovered.  Thefe  natural  ef- 
fects of  this  part  of  the  divine  government, 
are  fo  extenfively  and  laftingly  beneficial,  as 
will  abundantly  juftify  the  infli&ion  of  de- 
ferved  punifliments  on  the  incurably  wicked. 
The  mere  exprefs  and  terrible  the  threat- 
hings  are  of  fuch  punilhmcnts,  the  clearer 
4  the 
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the  pjrotof  cf  the  Divine  Goodnefs ;  firtci  a 
merciful  <5bd  threaten^  xhtl  he  may  #0/  bcJ 
obliged  to  infiiSt ;  ahi$  o^fy*  men  that  they 
may  maid  Impending  r(Tm.  And  fuch  ex- 
prefs  and  awful  denunciations  are  amongft 
Ac  flrtrft  tflfedual  rtieaiis,  of  preiren^g-thc 
perdittok;  6i  all,    who  w  nor  dtfipferttdljr 

i^tthefi  to  remove  tfei' formidable  objec- 
tion taken  from  the  fuppofed  infinite  degree 
arte  ditrltiidn  of  the  puirffhments  denounced 
in  Scripture;  which  are  thought  tttitAy'irP 
co^^twhhjufiice9/zn^  much  m6re  with 
infinite  goodnefs  and  ttierlafiing  mirty;  fct  it 
be  confidered— -that  the  fartie  Sbriptures, 
which  dinbunce  in  fo  formidable'  a  rtrtttner 
the  wrath  of  God,  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and 
Urtfigjbteoufnefi  of  men,  aJTure  us  *  that  when 
the  pun'rihments  of  the  laft  day  are  inflflfted, 
God  the  fupream  Judge  will  treat  offenders* 
not  only  according  to  the  rules  of  rigbteouf- 
nefii  but  perfeS  equity.  *  As  a  proof  of  thi* 
he  foth  conftituted  his  own  Son  the  imme«t 
diate  judge  of  mankind ;  and  of  his  abi- 
lity and  inclination  to  make  all  the  kind  and 

*  Afis  xvii.  it. 
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equitable,  allowanced,  which  the  cafes. of 
rail  men  require,  we  cannot  r&foiufoly 
Joubt,  fince  be  left  heaven  for*  their  eternal 
'alvation,  and  afiiifted  mortal  fleih,  that 
*  being  in  all  things  tempted  like  as  fbey  are, 
le  might  know,  and  be  difpofed  tomak* 
hem  all  the  merciful  allowances  thejr  need; 
Who  accordingly  wept  J  over  the  -city  of  hit 
nurderere,  when  he  foretold  thiir  -dfeftrtic- 
ion;  and  on  the  crdfs  interceded  fdr  his 
n (biting  crucifiers,  faying,  §  Father  forgive 
bem9  for  they  know  not  what  they  do>  -  And 
vho  gave  himfelf  to  death,  even  the^death 
>f  the  crofi,  that  he  might  openr  a  way  for 
ill  to  a  glorious  refurre&ion,  and  an  im- 
nortality  of  bleffedncfe.  We  may  thtertforc 
>c  affured  that  this  Jefits,  who  experiment 
'ally  knows  our  frame*  will  in  judgment  re* 
nember  that  we  are  duft,  and  not  he  ftriB 
lo  mark  iniquity. 

Agreeably  to  this  re&foning  from  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Judge,  thefe  fame  Scriptures 
iflure  us,  that  God  by  his  Son  will  jttdge 
the  world  in  rigbteoufnefs ;  and  that  while 

*  Hebrews  ii.  17—.     iv.  15.  J  Luke  x'ix. 

it.  S  Luke  xxiii,  34. 
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they  *wbo  knew  their. Lord's  will,  but  did 
it  not,  Jball  be  punijhed  with  many  Jlripes ; 
ibey  wba  comparatively  knew  it  not,  Jhall  be 
beaten  with  few.  That  of  them  to  whom 
much  bad  been  given,  much  will  be  required  1 
and  confequently  lefs  be  accepted  from  them 
to  whom  little  had  been  committed.,  From 
fuch^exprefs  declarations  therefore  made  in 
the  name  of  God,  we  may  be  aflured,  that 
although  the  puni(hments  which  he  has 
threatned,  and  will  inflift  on  the  impeni- 
tent, be  great  and  terrible,  yet  they  will  be 
for  degree; and  duration  no  greater  than  are 
cbnfiftent  with  perfect  equity  and  goodnefs. 

.  Shpuld  it  be  ftiil  urged,  that  the  Scrip- 
ture tbreatnings  feem  to  import  no  lefs,  than 
intolerable  and  everlajling  mifery ;  a  pun'rfh- 
pient  which  in  degree  feems  infinitely  dif- 
proportioned  to  the  guilt  of  frail  and  Jhorfc 
lived  finners,  and  therefore  cannot  be  re- 
conciled either  with  the  juftice  or  goodnefs 
of  the  Deity  -,  it  may  be  replied :  That  the 
pbrq/es  which  we  tranflate  forever,  everlajt- 
ingy  and  the  like,  and  which  are  employc4 
by  the  facred  writers  to  defcribe  the  dura- 

•  Luke  xii,  47. 
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tion  of  the  final  puniflunents  of  the  impc- 
nitently  wicked?  do  properly  fignify  a  ftate; 
which  lafts  as  long  as  the  being  or  beings  who 
are  the  fubje&s  of  it ;  whether  this  ftate  be 
of  a  longer  or  Jhorter  duration.  Thus  thefe 
phrafes  fignify,  when  applied  to  the  fervant 
whofe  ear  was  bored,  and  who  is  {Hied  a 
fervant  forever  *  j  becaufe  a  fervant  as  long 
as  he  lived.  The  fame  is  evidently  the  fenfe 
of  the  phrafe,  when  t)avid  vows  \  X  I  w*h 
dwell  in  the  boufe  of  the  Lord  forever  \  that 
is  as  long  as  1  live.  This  is  evidently  the 
meaning  of*  the  term  everlafting%,  when 
applied  to  the  mountains,  which  are  fo  call- 
fed,  becaufe  they  will  IaA  as  long  as  the  earth, 
of  which  they  are  a  part  $  though  they  will 
be  finally  deftroyed  with  it.  The  like  in- 
terpretation thefe  phrafes  evidently  require, 
when  applied  to  the  duration  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  Mofes,  which  yet  were  to  be  abo- 
lished |J ;  and  of  the  fires  which  deftroyed 
Sodom  and  Gohiorrah%  and  Tdumaa  •{■,  which 
are  ftiled  everlafting,  and  the  fmoke  of  them 
defcribed    as   afcending  forever    and  ever  j 

*  Exodtr*  xxi.  6.  %  Pfalm  xxiii.  6. 

§  Habakkuk  iii.  6.     Jonah  ii.  6.  ||  Exodus  xii. 

14.  +  Jude  vcr.  7.     Ifaiah  xxxiv.  10. 
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though  they  have  been  long  fihee  extin- 
guished; becaufe  they  did  not  end  but  with 
the  utter  ruin  of  the  people  and  countries. 
Thefe  expreflions  therefore  leave  die  dura- 
tion of  future  punifhments/  to  be  determined 
by  the  wifdom,  rigbteoufnefs  and  goodfiefs  of 
God,  until  they  fliall  be  compleated  in  the 
ever/a/ting  deftruSlion  of  the  wicked,  by  bith 
who  is  able  to  dejiroy  both  body  and  foul  in 
bell*.  They  cannot  therefore  be  made  to 
fignify  any  degrees  or  duration  of  punifli- 
ment,  which  are  inconfiftent  with  thefe  per- 
fections: and  this  is  a  fufficient  anfwer  to 
obje&ions  drawn  from  Scripture  threatnings 
againft  the  goodnefs  of  God. 

Farther,  to  filence  this  obje&ion  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  condition  of  finners  in 
the  final  ftate,  is  in  a  great  meafure  con- 
cealed from  us,  who  are  to  walk  by  faitb% 
not  by  fight.  That  all  we  know  diftintfly 
and  certainly,  and  indeed  all  we  are  con- 
cerned to  know,  amounts  to  this,  that  eftab- 
lifhed  habits  of  piety  and  virtue  will  be  found 
abfolutely  necefiury,  on  our  entering  the  next 

*  2  Theffalonians  i.  9;     Matthew  x.  28.     PAIm 
*cii.  7. 
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ftate,  to  our  becoming  eternally  blefled  iri 
it  *— — that  if  in  (his  life  we  neglect  to  cul- 
tivate thefe  difpofitions,  wemuftin  the  next 
utterly  defpair  of  everlafting  life  and  feli- 
city, and  fuffcr  puniihments  great  as  bur 
ingratitpde  and  guilt  ■  And  that  in  our  in- 
terpretations of  the  general  and  figurative 
exprefliQns,  which  defcribe  the  final  punifli- 
ments  of  the  incurably  wicked,  'we  ate  juf- 
tified  by  repeated  declarations  of  Scripture, 
in  rejecting  any  fenfej  manifeftly  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  righteoufnefs  and  goodnefs  of 
our  great  Governor  and  Judg^  We  need 
iiot  therefore  curioufly  and  peremptorily  de- 
termine their  meaning,  which  'tis  fcarce 
poflible  to  do  with  certainty,  in  our  prefent 
ignorance  of  the  exalt  nature  of  the.  future 
ftate,  and  amidft  the  latitude  of  fuch  figu- 
rative expreffions* 


It  wpuld  indeed  be  as  prefumptqous  and 
ttnreafonable,  as  it  is,  unneceffary,  to  deter- 
mine their  exalt  and  full  meaning;  fince 
without  this  we  may  be  fufjicienxiy  afcer- 
tained,  as  to  whatever  is  important  for  us 

#  Matthew  xxv.    Luke  xvi.  26. 
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to  know.  That  *  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
will  do  what  is  right,  and  decide  the  dates 
of  all  men  with  confummate  equity  and 

goodnefs that  no  puniflimcnts  will  be 

inflided  on  the  wicked,  but  fuch  as  have 

been  fully  deferved and  that  rimedilefs 

deftrudtion  will  be  the  portion  of  all,  who 
now  caft  off  the  fear,  and  negledt  to  culti- 
vate the  love  of  God,  and  the  pra&ice  of 
virtue  and  piety ;  who  will  be  forever  ex- 
cluded from  that  heaven  of  everlafting  fe- 
licity, for  the  enjoyment  of  which  their 
vices  have  difqualified  them. 

If  any  (till  afk,  how  can  it  be  confident 
with  the  boundlefs  benevolence  of  the  great 
Father  of  fpirits,  that  he  fhould  produce 
creatures,  as  to  whom  he  certainly  foreknew* 
that  by  their  difobedience  they  would  plunge 
themfehes  into  fo  great  a  mifery?  What 
benevolent  purpofes  can  be  anfwered  by  the 
creation  of  beings,  as  to  whom  it  is  forefeen 
that  they  will  become  fo  wretched?  We 
can  anfwer,  that  fuppofing  it  to  be  foffible 
for  God  certainly  to  foreknow  all  the  free, 
and  by   confequence   uncertain  actions  of 

•  Gcncfxs  xviii.  25. 
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his  free  creatures;  and  that  therefore  he 
does  foreknow  them :  yet  the  creation  of 
rational  agents,  as  to  whom  he  forefees  that 
they  will  abufe  their  liberty  and  become 
wretched,  is  no  more  repugnant  to  his  cflfen- 
tial  benevolence,  than  it  would  have  been, 
fuppofing  the  event  not  to  be  forcfeen,  to 
have  created  fuch  beings,  and  leaving  them 
to  their  free  choice,  to  punifli  them  accord- 
ing to  their  deferts,  if  they  abufed  their  li- 
berty. On  the  fr/l  fuppofition  their  fore- 
feen  ingratitude  and  guilt  as  properly  prevent 
their  being  objeds  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs ; 
as  on  the  latter  fuppofition  their  afiual  wick- 
ednefs  deftroys  their  claim  to  it. 

Should  it  be  farther  enquired,  what  pur- 
pofes  worthy  the  moil  benevolent  of  Beings 
can  the  production  of  fuch  creatures  ferve  ? 
We  reply,  that  fteddiiy  to  cultivate  virtue 
and  piety,  amidft  numerous  contrary  ex- 
amples, and  in  oppofition  to  the  perfua- 
fions  and  threatnings  of  the  vicious,  greatly 
heightens  the  worth,  and  raifes  the  moral 
improvement  of  the  righteous*  and  every 
riling  degree  of  virtue  and  piety  will, 
through  the  immenfe  bounty  of  our  great 
B  b  3  Gover- 
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Governor,  be  produ&ivc  in  eternity  of  tvetf 
aA  infinite  quantity  of  good.  And  therefore* 
the  mifery  which  the  wicked  wi}l  fuffer, 
and  which  will  not  in  any  inftance  exceed 
their  deferts,  will  be  infinitely  overbalanced 
by  thofe  additional  mcafares  of  everlafting 
bleflednefs,  which  (hall  be  pofleff  by  all  the 
pi6us  and  virtuous  in  eternity,  in  confe- 
rence of  the  prefent  mixed  ftate  of  thirtgs. 
An  infinitely  wife  and  benevolent  Creator 
may  therefore  permit  a  lefs.  evil,  which  he 
thus  overrules,  and  tfiakes  the  occafion  2nd 
means  of  an  infinitely  greater  good. 

Not  to  add,  that  this  mixed  ftate  of  vir- 
tue and  vice  gives  innumerable  opportuni- 
ties for  difplaying  the  wifdom,  lenity  and 
long-fuffering  of  God,  as  well  towards  thofe 
who  are  trained  to  virtue  and  piety,  as  to- 
wards thofe  who  become  incorrigible ;  the 
contemplation  of  which,  in  their  infinitely 
various  inftances  and  efFeds,  and  being  fu- 
tably  affc&ed  by  them,  will  greatly  inhance 
the  joys  of  the  blefied,  and  furni(h  noble 
fubjeds  of  converfation,  praife  and  devotion 
to  eternity.  And  that  the  angels  by  their  con- 
defcending  kindnefs,  and  numerous  friendly 

offices, 
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officer  even  to  them  who  finally  perifh, 
will  be  qualified  for  receiving  from  their 
gracious  Sovereign  large  portions  of  bleffed- 
nefs  forever. 

This  may  be  fufficient  as  a  direB  anjwer 
to  the  objections,  which  have  been  urged 
againft  the  Divine  Goodnefs.  I  would  add 
a  general  remark  or  two,  and  finifh  this 
part  of  the  fubjedt. 

'Tis  readily  allowed  by  thofe  who  rea- 
fon  juftly,  that  difficulties,  which  are  evi* 
dently  the  offspring  of  our  ignorance,  are 
not  to  be  admitted  as  valid  objections,  againft 
truths  plainly  demonftrated.  Reafon  you  have 
feen  clearly  demonjlrates  that  God  is  infi- 
nitely good.  Revelation  exprefsly  ajferts-  the 
fame  truth ;  and  the  works  of  God,  when- 
ever we  underftand  their  nature,  and  the 
whole  intention  of  their  Author,  fiipply  us 
alfo  with  numberlefs  proofs  of  his  boundlefs 
wifdom  and  benevolence.  And  that  the 
objections  oppofed  to  this  evidence,  and 
founded  on  God's  prefent  treatment  of  mo- 
ral agents,  are  the  offspring  of  ignorance, 
piay  be  thus  fhown.  Our  globe  hath  a  cer- 
B  b  4  tain 
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tain  phyfical  relation  to  the  other  planetary 
worlds,  which  roul  round  the  fun,  to  which 
tiie  Divine  Wifdom  had  a  regard  in  deters 
mining  the  magnitude  and  fituation  of  the 
earth.  It  is  therefore  highly  probable,  that 
the  moral ftate  of  our  world  may  have  fomc 
connexion  with,  or  reference  to  the  moral 
ftate  of  the  planetary  worlds ;  though  this 
be  at  prefent  utterly  unknown  to  us.  If 
all  the  rational  inhabitants  then  of  thtfolar 
fyftem  form  one  moral  whole,  one  great  fa- 
mily in  the  heavens  and  on  earth,  there  may 
be  important  reafons  worthy  the  beft  of 
Beings,  which  determine  him  to  appoint  us 
to  be  born  into  a  ftate  of  great  moral  weak- 
nefs,  and  amidft  numerous  natural  evils ;  and 
yet  of  thefe  reafons  we  can  at  prefent  form 
no  apprehenfions. 

It  is  farther  certain  from  revelation,  that 
we,  have  *  important  connexions  with  the 
world  of  angels*  who  are  minifiring  fpirits 
jto  u$  on  our  probation;  yet  the  whole  of  this 
ponne&ion  is  beyond  our  prefent  view. 
There  may  therefore  be  very  good  reafons 
fof  God's  appointing  the  imperfections  of 

t  Hebrcwsi.  14* 
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die  prefent  ftate,  founded  on  the  relation 
wherein  we  ftand  to  the  world  of  aqgels, 
of  which  we  cannpt  now  form  juft  concep- 
tions :  and  allowance  being  made  for  thefe, 
it  will  be  apparent,  that  our  obje&ions  may 
have  no  better  foundation  than  pur  igno- 
rance. 

In  our  prefent  ftate  of  ignorance,  wherein 
we  fee  fo  fmall  a  part  of  the  works  and 
counfels  of  God,  know  fo  little  of  the  real 
characters  of  others,   or  of  what  is  truly 
good  or  evil  to  them,  or  to.  ourfelves 5  and 
are  fo  uncertain  as  to  the  precife  nature  and 
degrees  of  future  puni  foments,  there  will  be 
the  appearance  of  difficulties,  even  though 
all  be  really  adminiftred  with  confummate 
wifdom  and  goodnefs.    And  can  difficulties, 
which  m&nifeftly  derive  their  exiftence  and 
formidable  appearance  from  our  ignorance, 
be  admitted  by  judicious  and  impartial  en- 
quirers, as  valid  objections  againft  their  hear* 
tily  believing  truths,  of  which  they  have 
clear  proofs,  and  innumerable  inftances  in 
their  own  frame,  and  in  the  frame  of  the 
world  and  creatures  around  them  5  viz.  the 

bound- 
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boundlefs  wifdorn  and  benevolence  of  th« 
JJcity? 

if  it  can  be  proved,  that  thofe  prefent  ap* 
pearances,  which  give  rife  to  thefe  objec* 
lions,  may  be  reconciled  with  thefe  perfccr 
tions  of  the  Deity,  and  the  anfwers  before 
given  will  at  leaft  prove  this,  we  are  no  far- 
ther concerned.  For  we  may  then,  from 
the  demonftrative  proofs  of  the  boundlefs 
wifdom  and  benevolence  of  almighty  God, 
with  certainty  conclude,  that  they  will  be 
reconciled  with  thefe  perfections ;  and  that 
all  the  divine  difpenfations  will  be  fieUy 
cleared  and  vindicated  in  the  ftate  of  mani- 
fefiatim  * ;  although  we  cannot  now  with 
exa&nefs  fay  in  what  manner  it  will  be 
(done.  If  difficulties  founded  in  ignorance 
be  allowed  juft  objections  againft  truths 
clearly  demonftrated,  wc  muft  doubt  of  every 
things  and  could  be  certain  of  nothing. 

Let  us  therefore  againft  objections,  aris- 
ing from  obfeure  and  imperfect  views  of  the 
divine  adminiftrations,   adhere  to  this  evi~ 

*  Romans  ii.  5. 
3  dent 
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4ent  and  infinitely  important  truth;  that 
the  Lord  is  good,  infinitely  benevolent,  and 
that  his  mercy  is  everlajling*.  Let  us  trufi 
in  the  Lord  and  do  good,  and  hope  to  the  end; 
and  we  fhall  foon  experience,  that  the  Lord 
is  good  unto  them  who  wait  for  him  %  *  that 
he  will  caufe  all  things  in  this  life  to  work 
together  for  good  unto  them  who  love  him  §  ; 
and  that  the  things  he  bath  prepared  for  them 
in  the  next  ftate,  are  far  above  what  eye  bath 
feen,  or  ear  beard,  or  bath  yet  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  ||. 


*  Pfalm  xxxfii. 
Romans  viii.  28. 


%  Lamentations  iii.  25. 
H  1  Corinthians  ii.  9. 
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SERMON    XIV. 

Dodrinal  Inferences  from  the  Divine 
Goodnefs* 


Matthew  vii.  n. 

If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  bow  to  give  good 
gifts  unto  your  children,  bow  much  more 
/hall  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  give 
good  things  to  them  that  ajk  him. 

THUS  reafons  our  Divine  Mailer  from 
the  imperfect  goodnefs  of  earthly  pa- 
rents, and  the  good  fruits  which  it  pro- 
duces ;  and  warrants  his  difciples  to  infer, 
that,  with  much  furer  hope  they  may  ex- 
pect greater  and  better  things,  from  the  in* 
finitely  fuperior  benevolence  of  their  hea- 
venly Father ;  who  is  alfo  the  Author  of  all 
the  kind  affe&ions,  which  warm  the  hearts 
of  earthly  parents*    And  if  they,  deficient 

as 
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as  they  are  in  kindnefs*  cannot  refufe  the 
jramble  applications  -of  their  children*  fat 
thofe  things  which  are  neceffary  and  con- 
venient; with  firm  confidence  may  the  hum- 
ble and^pious  apply  to  their  Father  in  bea« 
Den,  for  what  they  really  want  j  whofe 
power,  whofe  treafures,  and  whofe  bounty 
are  -infinite.  In  thefe  words i  **ur  Lord  <di» 
redts  us  to  reafoa  .from  the  manifeft  truth 
of  the  fupream  benevolence  of  the  Deity* 
and  justifies  us  in  reafoning  from  it.  They 
are  therefore  a  proper  introduction  to  the 
following  di&ourfes;  jn  which  I  flball  clofe 
the  illuftration  and  proof  of  the  Divine , 
Goodnefs,  with  feveral  inferences  do&rinal 
and  praSlicaly  from  this  moft  dcKghtful  and 
interefting  truth,  that  the  Creator  and  Lord 
of  the  univerfe  is  infinitely,  uncb&ngtably, 
■and  everlaflingfy  good  and  beneficent. 

I  (hall  begin  with  inferences  chiefly  doc* 
irinal,  and  conclude  with  others  more  en- 
tirely praSticaL 

I.  I  would  lead  your  thoughts  to  fome 
corollaries,  or  inferences  chiefly  doSlrinah 
which  we  may  with  juftice  draw  from  the 

truth 


truth  before  proved,  that  God  M»r  if&mfy 
Father,  and  the  Father  of  die  'tmiverfe,  is 
gW,  and  that  his  goodfttf*  is  i^tdW, 
unchangeable,  zn&twrtqftirig. 

i.  Hence  we  may  ittfer,  what  great  tea>- 
fon  we  have  to  value  our  religion *  and  that 
we  can  'have  no  reafon  at  afl  to  bea/hamad 
of  being  thought  religious,  dr  bf  'appearing 
to  be  fuch  on  all  freper  occasions.  It  is 
the  real  dignity,  and  diftinguiftiiftg  perfec- 
tion 6f  our  nature,  that  we  have  faculties 
which  make  m  capable  of  religion.  That 
we  can  dffcover  a  being  of  boundlefs.  wif- 
dom,  benevolence  and  righteoufnefe,  the 
Creator  and  Prefer ver  of  us  and  of  all  things; 
that  we  can  venerate,  praife,  love  and  imi- 
tate him ;  can  rejoice  in  ah  affurance  of  be- 
ing guided,  protedted  and  fupplicd  by  him 
during  this  life,  and  expedt  everlafting  blef- 
fednefs  from  his  immenfe  benignity,  when 
our  time  of  probation  (hall  be  well  con- 
cluded. 

Is  not  the  world  which  we  inhabit  full  of 
the  evidences  of  a  great  Firft  Caufe,  of  his 
alwife  and  almighty  providence,  and  unfail- 
ing 
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iog  bounty  ?  Mud  not  that  perfon  be  ft& 
pidly  irrational  who  does  not  difcern,  apd 
who  is  not  futably  affeCted  with  thefe;  when 
he  hath  conftantly  prefented  to  his  obferva- 
tion,  more  proofs  of  the  continual  prefence 
and  goodnefs  of  God,  than  of  the  prefence' 
and  affeCtion  of  a  parent,  with  whom  he 
hath  converfed,  and  to  whofe  care  and 
bounty  he  hath  been  obliged  all  his  life  ? 
Is  it  not  a  foul  difgrace  to  a  rational  being, 
to  be  deftitute  of  a  tafte  for  the  higheft  ra- 
tional and  moral  excellencies,  and  to  be  re- 
gardlefs  and  infenfible  of  the  greateft  bene- 
fits  ?  And  is  it  not  our  moft  honourable 
diftinCtion  from  the  brutes,  and  ought  we 
not  to  value  ourfelves  upon  it,  and  to  culti- 
vate it ;  that  while  they  can  only  enjoy  the 
cffeCts  of  the  divine  benevolence,  we  can 
apprehend  this  glorious  perfection,  and  ad- 
mire and  love,  yea  refemble  the  beft  of 
Beings,  in  the  moft  amiable  perfection  of 
his  nature  ?  And  in  the  name  of  reafon> 
is  there  any  thing  to  be  ajhamed  of  in  this 
religion,  in  the  difcovery  and  belief  of  the 
perfections  and  providence  of  God,  and  in 
a  fuitable  temper  and  behaviour  ?  Is  it  riot 
a  character  to  be  gloried  in  ? 

1  For 
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For  is  not  knowledge  an  excellence;  and 
are  not  the  knowledge  and  contemplation 
of  ttie  fupream  perfection  and  goodnefs,  the 
mod  excellent  knowledge  and  ftudy  ?    Are 
not  the  truths  included  in  the  exiftence  of 
infinite,  alwife,  unchangeable,  and  everlaft- 
ing  Goodnefs,  or  deducible  from  it,  of  all 
truths  the  mod  noble  and  delightful,    and 
moft  worthy  our  fearch  and   meditation  ? 
Would  not  the  pcrfon,  who  bred  in  a  court, 
amidft   the   greateft,  wifeft,  mod   virtuous 
and  accompli(hed  of  the  human  race,  was 
yet  wholly  unattentivc  to  their  merit,  con- 
vention and  actions,    and  only  delighted 
with  the  tricks  of  a  monkey,  or  the  chat- 
tering of  a  parrot,  be  judged  moft  ridicu- 
loufly  ftupid ;  and  in  fpite  of  his  human 
form,  to  be  of  a  rank, not  more  noble  than 
thofe  animals,  in  whom  alone  he  took  de- 
light ?    And  is  not  he  more  ridiculoufly  and 
more   criminally  ftupid,    who   in  a  world 
filled  with  the  wonders  of  the  divine  benc- 
icence,  furrounded  with  the  prefence,  and 
ontinually  enjoying  the  bounties  of  God,  is 
:t  wholly  unattentive  to  the  fupream  wif- 
>m  and  benevolence,  and   wholly  pofTeft 
perfons  adlions  and  afiairs,  which  at  beft 
C  c  are 
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are  as  much  beneath  in  dignity  and  moral 
worth,  the  divine  perfections  and  favours, 
as  the  aftions  of  mere  animals  are  below  the 
worthieft  of  the  human  race  ?  'Tis  in  rea- 
lity to  be  more  ftopid  than  the  brutes •,  for 
the  ox  inowetb  bis  owner,  and  the  afs  bis 
tnajier' s  crib  *. 

Again,  is  not  gratitude  an  excellence?  And 
is  not  the  meant  of  it  towards  a  great  bene- 
factor the  mark  of  a  vile  mind  ?  And  is 
not  gratitude  to  an  infinite  benefadtor,  a  con- 
flant,  warm  and  accepted  gratitude  to  God, 
our  honour  and  happinefs  ?  'Tis  certainly 
good  (as  the  royal  Poet  declares)  to  Jing 
praifes  unto  Gcd;  it  is  pleafant,  and  praife 
becomes  us  J.  To  have  free  accefs  to  a  great 
king,  to  have  the  honour  of  his  ear,  the 
advantages  of  his  protection  and  friendship, 
and  the  command  of  his  treafures ;  is  not 
this  a  diftin&ion,  upon  which  the  moft 
afpiring  value  themfelves,  and  in  which 
they  glory?  And  is  not  the  honour  at 
leaft  equal,  when  we  are  admitted  by  daily 
devout  prayers  and  praifes,  to  pay  our  court 
to  the  almighty  Sovereign  of  heaven  and 

*  Ifaiah  i.  9.  %  Pfalm  cxlvii.  1.      • 

-  •  -  earth  5 


duct  hi/  a    • ,      *  fl*ch  a  r*^        ^  to&n, 
Were  the  GrvJ 
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Beings,  we  might  with  reafon  be  afhamed 
of  believing  in  fuch  a  god,  and  of  profefling 
a  veneration  for  qualities,  which  ought  to 
be  the  objedts  of  averfion  and  abhorrence. 
But  to  venerate  and  love,  gratefully  to  ac- 
knowledge, and  humbly  to  depend  upon  an 
almighty,  mod  wife,  infinitely  good  and  ever 
prefent  God,  is  manifestly  our  honour  and 
happinefs,  and  the  worthieft  employment  of 
our  thoughts  and  affe&ions.  And  to  be 
afhamed  of  this  in  the  company  of  the  pro- 
fane, is  to  be  afhamed  of  our  chief  excel- 
lence. We  might  as  wifely,  if  we  fell 
among  an  herd  of  fwine,  be  afhamed  of 
manhood,  of  knowing  and  valuing  plea- 
fures,  above  thofe  of  wallowing  in  a  ftye, 
and  grunting  over  a  full  meal.  Men  have 
reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  many  other  depen- 
dencies and  purfuits.  But  if  there  is  any 
thing  honourable  or  amiable  in  human  con- 
duct, it  is  when  rational  creatures,  conti- 
nually dependent,  and  continually  indebted 
to  the  Divine  Goodnefs,  habitually  rever- 
ence, love,  praife,  truft,  and  endeavour  to 
pleafe  the  grcateft  and  beft  of  Beings,  al- 
ways prefent  and  beneficent,  and  ready  to 
approve  and  accept  their  fiacere  piety;  and 

when 
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when  according  to  their  meafure  they  imi- 
tate him,  by  promoting  the  welfare  of  their 
fellow  creatures,  who  made  them  all  that 
they  might  become  happy,  and  who  is  train- 
ing the  grateful,  righteous  and  beneficent, 
for  a  bleffednefs  divine  and  everlafting. 

2.  Have  we  fuch  abundant  proofs  fup- 
plied  by  reafon  and  revelation,  of  the  un- 
bounded benevolence  of  the  Deity ;  let  the 
belief  of  this  fundamental  truth  be  firmly 
eftablijhed  in  our  minds,  govern  all  our  reli- 
gious fentiments,  and  direSi  our  interpreta- 
tions of  obfeure  paflages  of  Scripture.      If 
there  be  any  religious  truth  certain  it  is  this, 
that  God  is  goody  fupreamly  good,  that  mer- 
cy is  bis  delight ',  that  be  would  have  all  men 
to  be  favedf  and  bath  no  pleajure  in  the  death 
of  a  finner.     Could  a  revelation  attcfted  by 
miracles  teach  doctrines  contrary  to  thefe, 
we  fhould  be  obliged  in  juftice  to  God  and 
to  truth,  and  by  a  due  regard  to  the  honour 
of  the  beft  of  Beings,    to  rejedt  it.      As 
therefore  the  chriftian  revelation,  which  has 
been  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  mod  be- 
neficent miracles,  concurs  with  our  reafon  in 
afcribing  clearly  and  exprefsly  this  perfec- 
C  c  3  tioa 
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tibn  to  God  in  its  highfeft  degree,  and  prb- 
fentt  to  our  view  A  mod  glorious  difpky  of 
it  in  our  falvation  through  Chrift;  this  idfe* 
of  God  ought  to  prevail  in  all  our  appre- 
hensions of  him,  and  in  ill  the  wdrihip 
which  we  pay  him.  Our  addreffes  unto 
God,  according  to.the  prayer  taught  us  by 
our  divine  Matter,  (hould  be  diredtfcd  as  to 
our  Father  in  heaven  *  $  whofe  goodnefs  as 
much  exceeds  the  kindnefs  of  earthly  pa- 
tterns, as  heaven  is  above  thetarth%>  or  God 
above  the  creature.  Let  this  belief  there- 
fore be  the  foundatioh  of  our  religion,  or 
Tather  the  fpirit  which  animates  it.  The 
Son  of  God  hath  taught  us,  that  the  foot 
vf  God  is  the  whole  of  proper  religion**  and 
goodnefs  alone  is  amiable.  We  can  only 
love  God  as  kind  and  merciful;  if  we  enter- 
tain other  notions  of  him,  we  may  flatter^ 
but  we  cannot  heartily  efteem  and  love 
him. 

Should  any  therefore,  from  fome  mis- 
taken or  mifapplied  texts  of  Scripture,  infer 
dcf&rines  deftru&ive  of  this  divine  perfec- 
tion, we  are  juftificd  in  immediately  rejedfc- 

*  Matthew  yi.  1— .  %  Pfdfci  *Bi. 
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ing  them ;  though  we  may  not  underftan4 
the  Scriptures  fufficiently  to  account  for 
thefe  texts,  and  give  their  true  interpreta- 
tion. Have  fome  therefore  endeavoured  to 
prove  by  Scripture  teftimonies,  that  God 
made  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  with  an 
original  intention  of  making  them  mifer- 
able,  and  that  by  an  unconditional  and  un~ 
changeable  decree  he  determined  them  to  ever* 

lafting  torments that  he  mocks  the 

greater  part  of  thore  acquainted  with  the 
Gofpel,  with  offers  of  a  bleffednefs,  which 
he  intends  they  (hall  not  enjoy,  and  which 
it  is  not  in  their  power  to  accept  >  and  yet 
will  make  their  condemnation  and  miferjr 
the  heavier  for  not  accepting  them— -that 
to  have  a  pretence  for  condemning  tbetp  to 
everlafting  torments,  he  takes  advantage  of 
a  fin  committed  by  the  firft  parents  of  the 
race,  long  before  they  exited,  and  to  which 
they  could  no  way  concur  •,  and  imputes  to 
them  the  faults  of  their  conjli tut  ions,  though 
they  are  bis  creatures,  and  could  not  make 
themfelves.  Or  have  they  taught,  that  God 
dooms  non-eledl  infants  (a  phrafe  to  which 
the  Scripture  is  a  ftranger)  to  endlefs  ir\\~ 
fery,  and  thus  punifhes  them  for  descending 
C  c  4  from 
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from  parents,  from  whom  be  himfelf  ap-^ 

pointed  that  they  fhould  defcend that 

he  appoints  them  to  be  born  blind,  and 
then  damns  them  for  not  feeing  clearly— 
that  he  fends  their  fouls  into  corrupted  bo- 
dies, which  difable  them  for  doing  any 
thing  morally  good,  and  yet  requires  them 
to  become  perfc<fHy  good  and  holy  that 
be  refufes  them  Jufficient  affiftance  for  go- 
verning their  natural  inclinations,  and  yet 
punifhes  thtm  for  yielding  to  impulfes  which 

they  could  not  refift that  he  excludes 

the  greater  part  of  mankind  from  eternal 
life,  for  not  believing  in  Chrift;  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard,  or  to  the  proofs  of 
whofe  divine*  miffion  they  are  ftrangers— 
and  that  he  requires  perfection  from  all, 
whom  yet  he  hath  made  incapable  of  yield- 
ing even  fincere  obedience and  in  (hort, 

as  felefting  a  few  without  any  regard  to 
their  temper  and  condudt,  to  be  made  for- 
ever happy  by  him,  and  with  as  little  rea- 
fon  dooming  the  reft  by  countlefs  millions 
to  everlafting  mifery,  though  by  nature  alike 

his  children Have  any  wrcfted  obfeure 

paflages  of  Scripture  to  countenance  thefc, 
Mi(i  fuch  like  doctrines,   which  are    not 

merely 
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merely  inconfiftent  with  infinite  Goodnefs, 
but  with  all  juftice,  and  with  any  degree  of 
goodnefs,  with  the  benevolence  of  a  truly 
good  man ;  we  are  juftified  in  immediately 
rejecting  fuch  do&rines,  notwithftanding 
their  being  covered  with  fome  pafiages,  vio- 
lently torn  from  the  Scripture :  being  cer- 
tain that  thefe  texts  muft  be  mifinterpreted 
and  mifapplicd. 

No  divine  revelation  can  teach  do&rines, 
which  fubvert  the  moral  character  of  the 
Deity ;  fince  on  tbis  alone  we  can  rationally 
ground  our  faith  in  the  revelation.     If  God 
could  a&  contrary  to  our  cleared  notions  of 
holinefs,  righteotifnefs  and  goodnefs,  in  de- 
termining the  far  greater  part  of  mankind 
to  everlafting  mifery,   without  any  regard 
had  to  their  ill  defert ;  what  can  hinder  his 
deceiving  thofe  whom  he  calls,  or  who  call 
themfelves  his  ele£t ;  amufing  them  with 
falfe  hopes,  and  then  involving  them  all  ia 
one  common  ruin?     To  a£t  thus,  would 
not  be  jnore  evidently  inconfiftent  with  truth, 
righteoufnefs  and  goodnefs,  than  it  is  to  re- 
probate the  greater  part  of  mankind  on  ac- 
count of  Adam*  fin  $  and  after  doing  this, 
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to  make  them  in  his  revealed  will  offers  of 
his  favour,  joined  with  earneft  intreaties  to 
accept  it;  when  in  his  fecret  mil  he  hath 
peremptorily  determined  them  from  eternity 
to  unavoidable  mifery.     Could  a  God  of 
truth  and  rigbtcoufnefs  mean  differently  from 
what  hcjpeaks  to  the  reprobate,  why  might 
he  not  alio  deceive  the  eled  ?     And  could 
he  without  juft  provocation  delight  in  the 
mifery  of  the  one,  why  not  of  the  other; 
fince  there  is 'no  difference  pretended  to  fub- 
fift  between  them,  but  what  his  mere  plea- 
fure  makes  ?     Thefe  men  therefore,  while 
by  their  interpretations  of  fome  texts  they 
would  confine,    and  appropriate  to  them- 
felves  the  divine  kindnefs  and  mercy,    in 
reality  deftroy  all  their  own  reafonable  hopes 
of  it,  by  fubverting  the  truth  and  righte- 
oufnefs  of  God,  on  which  alone  their  doc- 
trines could  reft,  fuppofing  them  to  under- 
stand aright  the  declarations  of  Scripture. 

As  therefore  with  regard  to  the  texts, 
which  fpeak  of  God  as  having  bands,  or  eyes, 
or  as  fubje<ft  to  human  weaknejfes  and  paf- 
Jicmsy  "we  readily  interpret  them  in  a  figura- 
•  tive  fcnfe,  becaufe  the  literal  would  be  re- 
pugnant 
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pugnant  to  thofe  perfections,  whifch  thefe 
fame  Scriptures  often  end  exprelfcly  afcribe 
to  htat :  fo  were  there  any  texts*  which  in 
their  literal  and  obvious  fenfe  contradi&ed 
the  Divine  Goodnefsr  with  equal  reafon  ws 
may  rt)4&  this  fenfe  of  them,  and  adhere 
to  this  taoft  evident  add  important  truth* 
that  our  heavenly  Father  is  eflenrially  good, 
the  heft  of  beings*  yea  hot  itfelf. 

He  is  without  queftbn  the  Author  of  ail 
the  good  enjoyed  by  an  UniVerfe  of  crea- 
tures, which  is  really  infinite  \  he  is  the  Au- 
thor of  all  the  kind  and  tender  difpofitions, 
which  warm  their  bofoms,  and  of  the  high 
approbation  of  a  benevolent  temper  natural 
to  his  rational  offspring.  And  being  all- 
fafficient  and  fupreamly  happy,  he  can  have 
no  conceivable  inducement  to  make  his  crea- 
tures, his  children,  miferable,  unlefs  they 
prove  obftinately  difobedient  and  wicked. 
We  might  as  well  deny  the  exiftence  of 
God,  and  attempt  to  prove  from  a  detached 
paffage  in  the  Pfalms,  that  there  is  no  Goi% 
as  deny  his  goodnefs,  and  attempt  to  prove 
from  the  Scripture,  do&rines  manifeftly  con- 
tradictory to  it.     And  were  it  not  as  well, 

or 
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or  even  better  for  the  honour  of  our  Crea- 
tor, and  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  this 
faith,  on  human  virtue,  peace  and  happi- 
nefs,  for  thofe  perfons  to  deny  his  being, 
than  to  reprefent  him  to  themfelves  and 
others  as  an  almighty  demon  >  or  mifchief ,  go- 
verned by  cruel  and  unaccountable  humour, 
and  wholly  uninfluenced  by  wifdom  and 
goodnefs?  And  did  not  the  aflcrtcrs  of 
thefe  monftrous  doctrines  happily  contradid 
themfelves,  their  notions  would  be  toorfe  in 
their  efFc&s,  both  in  them  and  the  world, 
than  infidelity. 

Whenever  therefore  rafli  and  bigotted 
men  would  with  confidence  impofe  upon 
you  do&rincs,  contrary  to  thefe  moft  clear 
and  important  truths,  that  God  is  perfc&ly 
righteous  and  infinitely  good ;  and  bear  you 
down  with  the  found  of  fome  texts,  Hi  un- 

derftood  and  worfe  applied defpife  their 

noifa  and  confidence,  and  heartily  and  cheer- 
fully retain  the  truths,  which  reafon  and  the 
works  of  God  every  where  proclaim,  that 
the  Father  of  the  univerfe  is  infinitely,  im- 
mutably, and  cvcrlaftingly  benevolent,  and 
which  the  cleared,  moft  cxpreft  and  re- 
peated 
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peated  declarations  of  his  word  alfo  teach, 
and  his  oath  confirms,  that  our  God  is  good, 
that  mercy  is  bis  delight*,  and  that  he  hath 
no  pleafure  inthe  death  of  ajtmer%.  Truths 
which  his  Son,  who  came  from  his  bofom, 
farther  confirms,  by  affuring  us,  his  Father 
is  fo  good,  that  comparatively  fpeaking, 
there  is  none  good  but  God,  and  that  verily 
God  is  love  §. 

3*  Hence  we  may  learn  the  folly  pf  irre- 
ligion,  and  the  wifdom  and  happinefs  of  being 
habitually  devout.     The  irreligious  negled 
devotion  as  a  tirefome  fervice,  and  endea- 
vour to  rid  themfclves  of  the  thoughts  of 
/God,*  as  of  a   heavy   burthen.      If  thefc 
thoughts  at  any  time  enter,  their  mirth  is 
at  once  daflied;   as  the  mirth  of  a  feaft 
would  be  by  the  appearance  of  a  gfaoft. 
And  if  by  thoughtleflhefs,  or  by  a  conftant 
hurry   of  bufinefs,    company   or  pleafure, 
they  can  keep  out  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
Deity,  they  think  themfelves  happy.     But 
how   monftroufly  foolifli   is  this  condud  I 
Can   there  be  in  reafon  a   more .  reviving 

*  Pfalm  c.  :f  Ezekicl  xviiL  3.  23.  3a. 

$  Luke  xviii.  19.     1  John  if.  8. 

thought 
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(bought  to  a  frail  and  indigent  creature, 
thm  that  almighty  and  unchangeable  good* 
nefi  ever  for rounds,  him  ?  Or  a  more  pleaf* 
ing  contemplation  to  a  rational  miad,  than 
the  contemplation  of  ail* wife  ju*d  nevetfailing 
benevolence  coatimially  exerting  itfielf  wkhin 
him,  and  around  hjm,  in  an  injfinitp  variety 
p£  effefts  i  Wh&  a  falid  fixppont  under  the 
fear  or  the  fuffcring  of  evil,  the  confident 
tion  of  a  wife  and  tender  Parent,  always 
prefentj  and  attentive  to  our  welfare ;  able 
and  willing  to  remove  every  evil,  or  to  make 
apparent  evils  confpire  in  producing  to  us  a 
greater  good  ? 

What  a  pleating  exerciie  to  an  mgenuout 
mind,  the  admiration  and  praife  of  ift&nke 
Xjoodnefs,  to  which  we  have  been  uafpeak- 
ably  obliged,  and  from  which  we  are  al- 
lowed to  expe<ft  confumraate  and  evertaft- 
ing  Weffednefe?     Amidft  the  uncertainties 
of  events,  and^  the  confeioufnefs  of  the  de- 
ficiency  of  our  own  wifdom  or  power,  either 
for  chufing  or  effe&ing  what  is  beft ;  what 
jtn  heart-felt  fatisfa&ion  does  it  produce,  to 
refign  ourfelves  to  the  conduit  of  the  wifeft 
and  bed  of  Fathers?  And  anjidft  the  other- 
wife 
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wife  trifling  hurry,  and  reftkfs  follkitude  of 
life,  what  a  noble  joy  does  it  yield ;  when 
we  confider  ourfelves  as  capable  of  a  con* 
du£t,  which  God  will  approve ;  of  mani* 
fefting  an  acceptable  gratitude  to  the  heft  of 
Beings  ;  of  imitating  his  beneficence,  and  of 
profecuting  under  his  guidance  the  blefled- 
nefs  of  immortality  ?  I  appeal  to  reasonable 
perfons,  whether  better  plcafurcs  than  thefe 
can  be  conceived.  And  where  then  is  the 
wifdom  of  the  man,  who  (hems  religion  as 
a  burdenfome  fervioe  ?  Is  his  folly  to  bo 
matched? 

Tis  granted,  that  while  a  perfon  conti- 
nues wicked,  he  can  form  no  reasonable 
hopes,  from  the  favour  of  this  infinitely  be* 
nevolent  Being,  and  feel  no  folid  fiti&fscftion 
in  meditating  upon  him.  But  what  an  ag- 
gravation is  this,  both  of  his  folly  and.  guilt, 
that  he  is  engaged  in  a  courfe,  io  which  he 
puts  Jbimfelf  out  of  the  favour  of  in^nite 
Goodncfs,  and  cuts  off  all  his  hopes  from 
-the  moft  bountiful  and  .benevolent  Eathtrj 
-And  that  he  prefers  .the  didtates^otf  blind 
paffions,  and  of  an  infatuated  mtflujtude*  be- 
fore the  dircdions  of  unerring  wifiom  and 
3  pater- 
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paternal  goodnefs  ?  Does  not  this  view  of 
the  cafe  rtianifeft,  that  not  only  he  is  a  feci 
who  fays  there  is  no  God,  but  he  alfo  who 
wijhes  there  was  none,  or  who  lives  as  if 
there  was  none,  rejlrmning  prayer  and  praifc 
brforehimt 

And  as  this  fliows  the  foliy  of irreiigion% 
(o  the  wifdom  of  habitual  piety.  It  will  avail 
little  towards  our  enjoying  the  fatisfaftions 
and  advantages  of  religion,  that  we  believe 
ourfelves  to  be  always  furrounded  with  the 
presence  of  an  infinitely  good  God,  onlefs 
by  daily  ferious  devotion  we  preffent  to  our 
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der  aconvi&ion  of  the  Divine  philanthropy, 
and  a  regard  to  the  Divine  approbation. 
When  we  are  delighted  with  the  grandeur 
and  beauty  and  utility  of  the  creation,  the 
light  and  fplendor  of  the  fun,  the  verdure 
and  fertility  of  the  fields;  when  we  are 
pleafed  with  the  bounties  of  providence,  or 
the  amiable  qualities  and  beneficent  adtions 
of  our  acquaintance;  we  (hould  raife  our 
thoughts  to  God,  who  is  the  Author  of  all 
this  beauty  and  good,  who  hath  formed 
mankind  with  their  difpofitions  to  pleafe  and 
be  beneficent,  and  given  us  faculties  for  en- 
joying this  variety  of  good ;  and  who  con- 
tinues them,  and  hath  placed  us  in  circum- 
ftances  favourable  for  a  large  enjoyment. 
The  gay  bloflbms,  the  verdant  fields,  the 
fragrant  rofe,  the  trees  bending  with  their 
fruits,  the  various  well  formed  and  ufeful 
animals,  .the  obliging  companion,  and  the 
faithful  and  tender  friend,  would  doubly 
pleafe  us;  did  we  accuftom  ourfelves  to  con* 
fider  all  thcfe,  aft  cfiedts  of  the  Divine  phi- 
lanthropy, as  emanations  from  th*t  infinite 
fource  which  now  diffofes  itfelf  after  a  man- 
ner proper  to  a  ftate  of  trial,  and  which 
will  be  infinitely  more  Communicative,  when 
Dd  wc 
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vtt  ace  prepared  to  receive  a  full  comrnuai* 
cation.  Would  W4  find  itj  good  for  us  it 
frjufa  the  Lord,  apd  tojbeip*  firth  the  nam 
fftU  M$  High  i  we  n*uft  <M*r*  hi*  hu- 
mgkininefi  in,  the  mornings  Q&bkfaitffii* 
nefs  emry  night.  And  in  the  day*  by  fre- 
quent meditation*  on  bis  kind  providence 
we  muft  refrefe  our  grateful  fenfe  of  bif 
continued  benefits* 

When  religion  thus  enters  into  our  tem- 
pers, we  £hall  enjoy  a  fetEkd  tranquility, 
and  the  ooblcft  delights.  For  .what  evil  c^a 
terrify  hitii*  who  knows  hknfelf  to  be  al- 
ways encompafled  by  Almighty  Goedoe&i 
and  that  he  is  allowed  to  depend  upon  it 
for  ficurity  from  every  evil,  or  for  fuch 
Jufporfs  and  qffifiances%  as  will  enable- him 
to  convert  it  into  a  good*  No  spprehep- 
fions  of  want  can  reafonably  fink  his  (pints, 
who  fees  the  world  foil  of  the  divide  lar* 
ge&s,  and  who  ftrongly  apprehends  the 
bounty,  which  feeds  the  frwls  of  the  airy 
and  doaths  the  Mies  ♦,  and  which  cannoC 
fail  to  provide  for. jcreatores.. inn  vtlwbk 
than  they.  .  .Can  he  wan*  entectai&aicpit, 

•-  3        .   j.  who> 


1tt» DrotnrGoiineJs*  *6$ 

who*  however  dtttt  the  ftene  around'  film/ 
can  rife  :atfcri& '%,"'  and'coritetoplate,  j)rtH2t 
and  love  infinite  Ooodneft, tejofce'  fir  the 
review  of  hdtobe>le^1)ett^-.alfead^  rd*' 
ceived,  arid  triiiropKm:tfietieaV^ro^J*<a  <Jt 
aftate,  Wfiereilfe  arid  haj)pfners  wffl  eVeP 
abound,  ^ri&ttffl  and  deifh  be  khoWa  no 
more?  •"    '  ■  "" -!  ;       '"•'  "    '         '  ;  ■•• ; 

Did  we  form  right  conceptions  of  God 
and  of  his  gobdiiefs,  did  we  live  fo  a£  to 
preferVeari  inttreft  in  his  factor,  and  thftrf 
by  daily  devotion  mainfaih  a  warm  tJOnviiJ* 
tion  of  his  prefence  and  benignity,  no  life 
would  be  fo  happy  as  ours.  But  if  we  are 
content  with  zform  ofgodlinefi>  if  we  rarely 
and  coldly  meditate  on  the  Divine  Goodnefs, 
and  are  incanftant  in  our  endeavours  to  pleafe 
our  heavenly  Father,  it  cannot  be  ftrange, 
if  we  experience  little  fatisfadtion  in  religion. 
Would  you  enjoy  the  entertainment  of  a 
wife  and  good  acquaintance,  you  muft  fre- 
quently converfe  with  him.  And  would 
you  be  happy  in  an  acquaintance  with  God 
infinitely  benevolent,  you  muft  frequently 
convert©  Wkh  him,  by  meditation,  prayer 
and  praife.  Devotion  muft  enter  into  your 
D  d  a  tern- 
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tempo*,  and  be  the  dircdcr  and  concern  of 
your  lives.  It  wil^tlp^o  fuppiy  jpehle  fatif- 
faftiqqs,  and  continually  im£>^<^  hope 
of  evcrlafting  bMfedpffi \;%x$  qw  V^le  to  it. 
$fe  fliall  tbfn  t  experience,  .tj)#  jwhen  God 
cgpuaaitfed  us  to#v*y  *Ai^  ,#^m  twry 
*&*£  to  give  thowk  »  he  as  much,  .confuted 
our  happinefs,  as  his  own  honour,  and  that 
his  honour  herein  is  to  make  us  happy. 

.  h<A*  -..        "  ".   .  .    \  . 

..This  refledion  would  naturally  introduce 

t  variety  of  others  hftirefy  practical,  which 

mult  be  referred  for  another  difcourfe. 
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S  ER  M  O  N    XV. 

Pra&ical  Inferences  from  the  Good- 
4  neis  of  God. 


Matthew  vii.  it. 

If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  bow  to  give  good 
gifts  unto  your  children ;  boiv much  more 
jhall  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  give 
good  things  to  them  that  ajk  him. 


I  Have  chofen  thefe  words  as  an  intro- 
duction to  various  inferences*  doSirinal 
and  practical;  which  I  propofed  to  make 
from  the  preceding  illuftration  and  proof  of 
the  Divine  Goodnefs.  In  the  former  di£- 
courfe  were  prcfented  to  your  thoughts  fc« 
veral  doSirinal  inferences;  in  this  I  would 
recommend  to  your  confideration  fevera), 
which  are  more  intirely  praSHeal.  As  this 
truth  is  the  foundation  of  all  rational  reli~ 
gion,  and  liberal  piety ,  you  will  not  be  fur- 
D  d  3  prized 
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prized  if  I  call  your  attention  to  various  in* 
tt&fiifig  and  practical  trotta,  ^vbtch  offer 
themfelves  to  the  minds  of  thofe,  who  feri- 
oufly  confider  the  g^fiatnqfs i  and  f erjainty  of 
the  Divktt  Beneuolefiok   ''  ;-     -*±    *" 

-i.  Is  God  good,  infinitely  good  s  lot  us 
endeavour  worthily'  to  love  .'and  fnrdife  him, 
•That  our  regafd  and  lote  to  the  Deity 
might  be  a  virtue,  and  greatly  rewardable 
by  the  fupream  Goodnefs,  he  hath  retired 
hehwdfeconj  caafes  i  and  attentive  medita* 
tion,  a  diligent  observation  of  the  works  of 
God,  and  ftudy  of  his  word,  and  frequent 
reviews  of  his  benefits,  arc  necef&ry  to  form 
and  eftablifh  futable  convictions  of  his  great 
kindnefs,  warm  refentments  of  his  benefits, 
and  a  grateful  lave,  exalted  and  conftant  as 
his  goodnefs.  Though  God  be  invifiblc  to 
fenfe,  yet  reafon  and  revelation  affure  us, 
that  he  is  always  prefent,  and  infinitely  be- 
nevolent* that  he  is  the  Author  of  all  the 
good  wo  enjoy,  fupports  our  lives,  and  fup- 
yjies  our  returning  wants.  That  he  pro- 
vides continually  for  an  unive$fe  of  crea~ 
VXX&,  bears  with  the  follies  pnd.  vices  of 
ounkind^  to  which  he  is  »:cpnftant  witnefs, 

endea* 
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endeavours    by   his   providence   and  grace 
to  train  them  for  immortal  bleflednefs,  and 
accepts  our  lincere,  though  very  defe&ive 
returns ;  having  by  his  Son's  obedience  unto 
death  made  way  for  bur  attaining  to  ever- 
lading  life;  and  that  he  profecutes  the  de- 
fign,  with  a  mercy  fuperior  to  our  incon- 
ftancy,    ingratitude  and  frequent  offences. . 
Reafon  and  revelation  aflure  us  that  God  is 
thus  kind,  and  that  our  obligations  to  his 
mercy  are  unfpeakably  great;  and  (hall  we 
not  by  daily  meditations,  prayers  and  praifes, 
cherifh   worthy  fentiments  of  gratitude  to 
infinite  Goodnefs,  ever  furiounding  us,  ever 
attentive  to  our  falvation,  and  defigning  us, 
unworthy  as  we  are,  for  a  felicity,  which 
after  millions  of  years  of  pofleffion,  will  be 
(till  new,  compleat  and  everlafting  ?  Shall 
we  not  endeavour  that    our   grateful  love 
increafe  with  his  increafing  benefits  ?     Can 
we   be    fatisfied    when    we    refled    upon 
ourfelves,  as  always  in  the  prefence  of  this 
gracious  God,  and  under  the  greateft  obli- 
gations ;  and  at  the  fame  time  void  of  the 
gratitude  we  owe  him  ? 

D  d  4  If 
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,  If  prevailing  benignity  of  temper  renders 
the  pcrfon  and  char  after  of  a  friend,  a  parent, 
.  *  magistrate,  or  a  prince  amiable*  caufes  us 
io  take  part  in  their  happinefe,  to  be  ftu- 
dious  of  their  honour  and  ititercft,  and  de- 
lighted when  thefe  are  advanced,  and  efpe- 
cially  when  we  ourfclves  can  advance  them; 
how  ilrdngly  Should  the ,  unbounded  benig- 
nity of  our  Creator  engage  thefe  afle&ions, 
who  is  pure  and  unlimited  Goodnefs,  the 
Author  of  all  the  kind  affefiions  which 
others  exert,  and  of  all  the  good  they 
beftow  ?  And  who,  though  he  be  infinitely 
exalted  above  us,  and  incapable  of  being 
profited  by  the  children  of  men,  concerns 
himfelf  unweariedly  for  our  welfare,  bears 
with  our  folly  and  inconftancy,  forgives  our 
repeated  tranfgreffions,  follows  us  with  un- 
defended benefits,  averts  deferved  evils,  che- 
rishes, accepts  and  immenfely  rewards  our 
wavering  and  irnperfeft  virtue  and  piety; 
and  with  long-fufFering,  fuperior  to  the 
trimfgreffions  of  fo  many  generations*  pur- 
ities thedefign  of  their  happiriefsj  and  who, 
Ilthough  they  forfeit  the  bountici  of  his  pro- 
♦kleflcc*  Will  yet  employ  the  riches  of  his 

gtecc 
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grace  for  their  eternal  falvation,  if  they  will 
at  laft  comply. with  him,  and  by  a  prevail* 
ingratitude  and  honefty  of  heart,  qualify 
themfelves  to  be  blcffed  forever.  Certainly 
did  we  daily  think  of  this  God,  and  enter- 
tain worthy  thoughts  of  his  defigns  and  dif- 
penfations,  we  muft  love  hims  and  Divine 
love  would  poflefs  our  fouls,  and  animate 
our  whole  conduit 

Let  us  therefore  every  day  warm  our 
hearts  with  meditations  on  the  Divine  Good- 
nefs.   Let  us  every  morning  and  evening 
renew  our  fenfe  of  it,  tracing  up  every  Mef- 
fing  we  enjoy  to  his  bounty,  and  acknow- 
ledge him  in    the    numberlefs   inftances, 
which  our  world  fupplies  of  his  ever  atten- 
tive providence,  and  inexhauftible  bounty* 
Can  there  be  a  thought  equally  pleafing  with 
this,  that  we  are  conftantly  furrounded  by 
alwife,  almighty,  unchangeable  and  ever- 
lafting  Benevolence  ?   Let  us  then  often  call 
upon  our  fouls  to  blefs  the  Lord,  and  all  that 
is  within  us  tofpeak  well  of  bis  name*.   Let 
every  confideration  be  recolleflcd,   which 
(flay  heighten  our  apprchehfions  of  the  Di- 

•  Pfalol  tiii.  y. 

Vine 


4 1  a  Practical  Inferences  from 

vine  love.*  The  greatnefs  and  condefcerifion 
of  6od,  'the  meannefs  and  unworthinefs  of 
men.  the  couritlefs  number  of  "his  benefits, 
his  unweariedners  in  conferring  them,  the 
expence  at  which  he  hath  been  to  form  u$ 
for  Ibjeffednefs,  tahd  ttje  divine  blefledncis 
which  he  defigns  for  our  everlafting  portion. 
We  (hall  then  with  grateful  rapture  qryout? 
I  will  blefs  the  Lfird  while  I  live,  zndjing 
the  pratfes  of  bis  goodnefs  while  .1  have  a  be- 
ing \  and  efpccially  when  I  enter  that  ftate, 
where  I  fhall  more  worthily  eftimate,  and 
with  a  jufter  warmth  of  grateful  affe&ion 
celebrate,  his  infinite  and  everlafting  good- 
nefs. 

2.  Let  us  endeavour  above  all  things,  to 
have  a  /fecial  and  certain  interejl  in  this 
Goodnefs.  The  favour  and  friendftiip  of  the 
wifeft,  mdft  powerful,  and  generous  of  the 
fons  of  men,  of  the  -greateft  and  beft  prin- 
ces, can  avail  little  to  our  happinefs,  in 
com  pari  Ton  with  the  favour  of  the  almighty 
and  all-gracious  God.  They  can  furniih 
but  a  few  materials  of  enjoyment,  whereas 
the  fupream  Goodnefs  can  give  all,  even 
the  nobleft  objects,  and  faculties  beft  fuited 

to 
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them;  that  health  of  body  and  right  ftatc 
mind,  which  arc  ncceflary  to  the  true 
id*  and  full  enjoyment  of  good*    Their 
idnefs  may  be  foon  wearied,  and  their 
afures  exhauftcd  j   but  God   can  never 
ife  to  be  kind,  or  to  communicate  good, 
lile   we  continue  proper  obfedts  of  his 
idneis  >  and  the  whole  univerfe  is  his,  nor 
11  his  treafures  be  drained.  There  are  ma* 
evils  and  calamities,  under  which  the  fa- 
ur  and  friendfhip  of  the  greateft,  wifeft 
d  beft  men  cannot  relieve  us;  fuch  are  a 
feafcd   body,    a   diftempered   and  guilty 
ind,   and   impending  death.      But   God 
)undetb,  and  bis  band  niaketb  whole  $  be  re- 
retb  the  foul,  and  Uadetb  in  the  paths  of 
gbteoufnefs.    The  beft  human  friends  may 
r  in  their  judgment  of  good,  and  their 
fts  may  prove  mifchievous ;  but  God  ccr- 
inly  knows  what  is  beft,  and  cart  change 
en  evil  into  good*    Death  foon  puts  an 
id  to  their  friendly  power,  or  removes  us 
:yond  it ;  but  the  Almighty  ever  lives,  and 
rath,  inftead  of  removing  the  pious  and 
rtuous  out  of  the  reach  of  his  kindnefs, 
anfports  them  to  his  immediate  prefence, 
id  to  the  poffeflion  of  the  higheft  happi- 

nefs 
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nef&fdMift  fair  favour  for  eternity*  Finally/ 
the;beft'.mottal  friends  may  be  often  abfent 
nuthe  greatcft  exigencies;  but  God  is  al- 
ways  near ;  his  prefcnee  confbntly  tarrounds 
us,  and- hie  goodnefs  is  always  mady  •*  fop- 
port,  relieve  and  fupply  us.  What  thctaPcaa 
be  of  fo  great  concern  to  us,  as  to  ha v^  this 
infinitely  beneficent  and  ever  prefcnt»God> 
our  Friend  ?  How:  careful  fhoold  mi  lie 
never  to  offend  him ;  and  how  fboHtti  am 
we,  whenever  we  fuSer  views  of  intereft  or 
pleafure  to  icduce  us  to  pra&tfe,  what  he 
hath  forbidden,  or  to  ncglcd  bis  favour? 

Nor  is  it  difficult  to  know,  or  unreafon- 
able  to  pra&ife  what  he  requires,  as  the 
qualification  for  his  fpecial  favour*  %  Jk 
bath  Jkewed  the*  O  man  what  is  good;  and 
what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  hat  to  do 
juftfyj  and  to  love  mercy*  and  to>  walk  humify 
with  God.  To  be  fenfible  to*  his  goodnefs 
in  making  us  rational  and  immortal,  and 
diligently  to  cultivate  the  more  excellent 
part  of  our  nature ;  to  maintain  a  conftant 
gratitude  for  his  copftaot " kindnefs,  and 
cheerful  dependence  on  his  providence  and 

grace, 
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grace,  and  devotednefc  to  bis  will-**-— with 
care  tt)  Avoid  whatever  would  render  our- 
felves  or  others  unhappy,  to  fupprefs  every 
violent  and  injurious  paffion,  and  according 
to  our  abilities  ta  te  employed  in  doing 
good-?-*— and  gradually  to  prepare  our  fouls 
for  tjie  hig^eft  happinefs,  by  moderation  in 
fcnfual?4fJwfMrefl,  and  worldly  purftiits,  and 
by  cpnftarit  exercifes  of  virtue  and  piety— 
and  when  we  fail  io  any  of  thefe,  to  have 
recourfc  to  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus,  by  aq  humble  and  fpeedy  repentance— 
Thefe  mpft  reasonable*  difpofitfcns  and  ac- 
tions, effential  to  our  true  fatisfa&on  at  pire- 
fent,  oar  gracious  -God  requires  of  us,  in  or- 
der to  our  being  eftablUhed  in  his  favour, 
and  becoming  blcffed  forever.    If  we  con- 
ftantly  *and  heartily  endeavour  to  cultivate 
and  ptt&tfe  thtfe,  Jie  will  accept  us,  and 
he  wii]  atyb  affift  us  in  proportion  to  our 
weajfncft^difficujti^,  and  temptations.  -And 
in  t^jf  $ourfe  we  may  be  as  certain  of  pof- 
feffiog  ;all  the  good,  proper  for  our  jwefent 
{late  ;of  $f<?iplipe,  and  of  attaining  complete 
tiappinefs  in  eternity*;  a$:.we  can  be  of  the 
finc^i^y.^d  prevalence  of  our.lovefbiGod 
and  goo$n?($  K  apfi;  Jllf  t.  the  wifeft  and  be(t 

Pf 
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f&JWagcttttll  make  Aoficiwppjr-  wfaPlett 
awUddmWe  hia^.  atsd«*homJfa«!'katfc  pMM 
Iftifrd  tOrOMkkf  b»pH3^^r'n!;  r-?filo  w  ™M 
vfriijT.;--..^  ~:sf*r  ^xj&wj  <■•• kv !'.;":  hnr.  Inji  :v 
«  ,V  Xtfiotfeerf  then  ttkuthtii'i^hl^s  fa 
S  Ahdfintfwc-of  tmcrif  mnwaafflng  rifchwt 
"iwindolgiag  »  vobpcji^mfncfey  ald^b»- 

« -oca,  <kceitfui  fuccefer  i  bdVe  fcofdltaiMS 
«  aiflrortaai»d  fafef  path  W  thfe  lllglkf* 
««  bappincik  Hej  to  whom  aW^ftfibftely 
« .  w»fe*nc|  gookkGodl  hr  a-  friotttiy  ntoft  W 
<l  happy.  And  <S6de<#itt  be  my  frfeftdT  # 
''/ifcarttnd  Jove) bim,  work  righMdtofheft/ 
".  awl  am  benevolent  ahdicwr^fftl.    To 

<(  ^diroAmj  ftrongcft  cbwcerft  <*#mf  iiioft 
"  Prions  and  diligent  ^ttdttftbditf^  AH 
who  4o  this  welfare  bf  foctefedtog*  *ii<f 
ftueefe  will  never  ditippoirit  thdtffc  4W  itfi 
fiflile,  .afa&ighty,  *^  iomiatiW^ISbSWiiHVJ 
caoqalftril^f  making  th&feWbd'iW  ^«ral!>; 
fiedfov  k,  comploarly  and  cteffltllf  blfcflfo.1 
While  otbra  are  dlfrradrctf  Ibotat1  *w*f 
«tog**>  1st  m Bttnid  tothis** tfete '  Mr*  JiMJf' 
AMgMt  -^m«b*^i^  lecohffl,1  ^v«re^ 
cwadbof  amy.  thlhg  ttawftjlf  fcobCcrfcs  t*. 
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*  Let  usfeek  firfi  the.  kingdom  of  God,  and 
his  rigbtmfnefs,  and  the  Son  of  God  .hath 
aflumi  us>  t^at  ^is  Father  will  .then  grant 
us  here  whatever  is  convenient,  and  crown 
all  with  the  Mefledndfc  oft  his  heavenly  and 
everlafting  kingdom. \ 

3.  How  chearfol  /fcould  our  obedience  be 
to  the  Divine  commands,  which  are  the 
dictates  of  infinite  good nefs  j  and  in  particu- 
lar how  free  and  chearful  (houldour  devo- 
tions be.  Too  many  look  upon  the  Divine 
precepts  as  fevere  reflraints  upon  liberty,  and 
as  njere  adtsof  fovereignty,  obliging,  them 
to  hard  ferviceSi .  to,  which  it  is  indeed  pru- 
dent to  fubmit,  that  they  may  avoid  the 
Divine  difplcafure  and  vengeance;  and 
which  nothing  hut  the  hope  of  a  large  re- 
ward could  induce  perfons  ta  praftlfc  will- 
ingly. But  in  thinking  after  this  manner, 
thefe  perfons  are  unjuft.  both  to  the  laws 
and  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  manifeft  gro(s 
ignorance  and  prejudice.  A  fair  examina- 
tion of  the  feveral  duties  of  religion  and  vir- 
tue discovers  their  reafonableneis,  and  be- 
neficial tendency  *  and  that  God,  as  a  wife 

— *  Maidwwvw 
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and  kind  parent,  could  not  have  excufed  utf 
from  living  fi6erly9  rtgbteoujly  and  godly. 
And  worthy  apprehenlions,  and  a  firm  belief 
of  the  infinite  benignity  of  our  Creator,  muft 
fatisfy  every  one,  that  to  obey  his  commands 
is  as  much  our  intereft  as  oar  duty. 

Can  the  fupream  Wifdom  be  ignorant, 
of  what  is  beft  for  the  creatures  which  it 
hath  formed j  or  can  abfolute  Goodnefs  en- 
join any  thing  which  is  not  for  our  good  ? 
Surely  that  Goodnefs  which  for  us  created 
this  world,  and  filled  it  with  agreeable  and 
ufeful  productions,  cannot  envy  us  the  en- 
joyment of  his  gifts.  If  the  Uws  of  God 
then  reftrain  us  from  any  indulgences  which 
promife  pleafure,  it  is  becaufe  he  fees,  that 
thefe  pleafures  would  introduce  greater  evils, 
either  to  us  or  to  others,  or  are  inconfiftent 
with  our  enjoying  fome  greater  good.  We 
readily  fubmit  to  the  advice  of  a  phyfician 
of  approved  judgment,  and  of  wbofe  friend- 
(hip  we  arc  allured ;  and  though  we  are  not 
ourfelves  judges  of  the  efficacy  of  the  me- 
dicines prefcribed  for  reftoring  health,  and 
though  they  are  difagreeable  to  the  tafte, 
yet  we  readily  take  them.  And  ought  we 
4  pot, 
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hot,  with  at  leaft  equal  readinefs/  to  follow 
the  pfcfcriptions  of  the  Divine  fkill  and 
kindnefs  ?  And  though  fome  of  thefe,  to 
depraved  tafte  and  a  fickly  conftitution  of 
tnind,  may  be  at  firft  unpleafant,  yet  we 
can  have  no  i*eafon  to  queftion,  whether 
our  happinefi  will  be  promoted  by  conform- 
ing to  them. 

Inftead  therefore  of  coming  with  reluc* 
tance  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
to  learn  what  God  requires  in  them;  in- 
ftead offeeking  evafions  from  duty,  and 
other  tvays  to  the  favour  of  God  befides 
obedience  to  his  laws,  let  us  blefs  him, 
that  he  bath  condefcended  to  diredt  us  for 
obtaining  true  good  and  cverlafiing  happi- 
nefs,  and  chearfully  follow  his  dire&ions. 
Does  not  every  reafonable  child  readily  pfac- 
tife,  what  a  parent  of  approved  wifdom  and 
afFe&ion  recommends;  though  he  does  not 
immediately  difcern  the  advantage  of  all 
that  is  enjoined  him  ?  And  is  a  lefs  ready 
obedience  due  to  our  heavenly  Father  ?  If 
we  diligently  and  faithfully  obfervc  his  laws  * 
if  we  fupprefs  refolutely  every  contrary  paf* 
fion,  and  habituate  ourfelves  to  our  duty, 
E  e  we 
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we  (hall  foon  experience  all  averfien  to  the 
practice,  and  uneafinefs  in  it,  wearing  away, 
and  that  in  keeping  the  commands  of  God 
there  is  a  great  reward*.  And  that  the 
prefcribing  us  thefq  laws  was,  as  might  be 
expected  from  an  infinitely  kind  Father,  an 
inftance  of  his  Jrindnefc. 

And  as  a  firm  perfuafion  of  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  (hould  make  our  obedience  to  all 
the  divine  commands,  of  temperance,  mor- 
tification to  the  world,  meeknefe,  forgyve- 
nefs  of  injuries,  a  heavenly  temper,  and  the 
like,  free  and  cheerful,  it  fhould  parties 
larly  influence  our  devotions.  Our  Lord  in 
the  form  of  prayer,  which  he  taught  his 
diiciplcs,  directed  them  to  addrefs  God  as 
their  Father  in  heaven;  and  the  moft  exalted 
apprehenfions  of  the  paternal  kindnefs  of 
God  (hould  animate  our  prayers  and  praifes. 
This  ufe  David  alfo  makes  ef  the  noble 
truth.  %  Serve  the  Lord  with  gladnefs,  enter 
bis  gates  with  thank/giving,  and  bkfs*  bis 
name  i  for  the  Lord  is  good,  bis  mercy  Js 
everlafting.  When  we  are  affured  that  our 
God  is  love,   and  that  be  fo  loved  a  fnfut 

•  Pfalm  xix.  ir.  %  Pfaln>c. 
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vbbrld)  at  to  give  his  onfy  begotten  Son  to 
death,  that  the  world  through  him  might  be 
fdved ;  to  Approach  this  beft  of  Beings  with 
the  dread  and  reludtance  of  Have?,  is  very 
unbecoming  thofe,  whom  he  hath  dignified 
with  the  title  of  his  children.  The  higheft 
notions  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs,  which  are 
confident  with  his  wifdom  and  redtitude, 
(hould  poffefs  our  minds ;  and  every  gloomy 
apptehenfion  be  baniftied.  In  our  worfhip 
of  God  to  regard  him  as  an  arbitrary  being, 
more  pleafed  in  rtiaking  his  creatures  wret- 
ched than  happy,  as  one  whom  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  we  fhall  ever  be  able  to  pleafe, 
and  who  after  our  beft  endeavours  may  de- 
light in  making  us  miferable,  is  vcty  unjuft 
to  the  boundlefs  benignity  of  his  nature, 
manifefted  in  all  his  works,  and  efpecially 
in  the  Gofpei  revelation. 

When  therefore  we  pray  to  God,  with 
humiliation  and  fincerity,  we  fhould  firmly 
believe,  that  *  the  tendernefs  of  the  moft 
affedtfonate  parent  is  cold,  in  companion  of 
his  compaflionate  tendernefs  to  his  creatures, 
his  children.     That  if  we  honcftly  endea- 

+  Ifaiah  xlix,  15.     Jeremiah  xxxi.  20. 
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vourto  qualify  ourfelvcs  for  his  favour,  we 
(hall  certainly  be  happy  in  it.  And  that  we 
can  only  make  him  our  enemy  by  being 
enemies  to  ourfelvcs,  and  perfifting  in  cour- 
fes  manifeftly  deftrudtive  to  our  happinefs 
and  perfection.  Were  we  but  thus  juft  to 
.God,  and  to  the  difcoveries  which  he  h^th 
made  of  his  kindnefs  and  hoe  to  mankind,  it 
would  be  the  joy  of  our  hearts  to  think  of 
God,  *  wejhould  triumph  in  the  works  of. bis 
handsy ,  in  his  goodnefc,  and  in  his  numbcr- 
lefs  benefits;  with  pleafure  pour  out  our 
hearts  before  him,  cheerfully  refign  ourfelves 
to  his  difpofal,  and  with  grateful  tranfports 
celebrate  his  mercy,  and  hope  for  his  glory. 
For  what  character  is  amiable  in  comparifon 
of  our  heavenly  Father's  ?  Or  what  can  be 
fo  juft  a  foundation  of  joy,  thanksgiving  and 
exultation,  as  the  prefence  and  government 
of  infinite,  aiwife,  almighty  and  everlafting 
Goodncfs  ? 

Let  all  then  who  are  heartily  concerne4 

to  plcafe  God,  and  willing  to  do  what  he 

requires,  banifh  every  gloomy  fufpicion,  as 

if  the  Creator  could  form  dqfigns  againft  the 

*  Pfalm  civ.  34.     xcii.  4. 
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welfare  of  his  creatures,  was  implacable,  or 
could  take  pleafure  in  their  ruin.  Let  them 
abhor  to  afcribe  purpofes  or  methods  of  adl- 
ing  to  God,  which  would  be  inconfiftcnt 
with  the  goodnefs  of  a  wife  and  honeft  man. 
Let  them  caft  off  the  fpirit  ofbondage%  and 
calling  him  Abba  Father  >  worfhip  him  with 
the  affe&ion  and  confidence  of  children  * ; 
fully  fatisficd  of  his  kind  intentions  towards 
them,  rejoicing  in  the  efFe&s  of  thefe  which 
they  have  already  experienced,  particularly 
in  the  gift  of  his  Son,  and  in  his  promifes  of 
exalting  them  by  him  to  immortal  felicity. 

4.  How  cheerful  and  intire  (hould  be  our 
refignation  to  the  difpenfations  of  Divine 
providence,  and  our  fubmiflion  to  the  Di- 
vine corre&ions.  As  we  are  probationers  for 
tternity*  an  improving  and  eftabliftied  piety 
and  virtue  muft  be  our  greateft,  and  com- 
paratively our  only  intereft.  The  agreeable- 
nefs  or  difagreeablenefs  of  objedts  and  events 
to  fenfe  and  imagination,  cannot  be  a  juft 
ftandard  of  good  and  evil  to  us.  But  what- 
ever events  or  difpenfations  exefcife  and  im- 
prove our  virtue  and  piety,  or  correct  our 

*  Romans  viii.  15. 
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faults,  as  they  thus  improve  our  capacityfbr . 
a  divine  and  eternal  bieflednefs,  and  our  in- 
tercft  in  it,  are  really  good  to  us,  and  to  be 
received  with  thankfulnefs,  or  at  leaft  with 
an  eafy  fubmiflion.  All  events  are  under 
the  dire&ian  of  God,  without  whom  afpar- 
row  falls  not  to  the  ground,  and  by  whom 
even  the  hairs  of  our  bead  are  numbered** 
He  is  alfo  fupreamly  wife  and  good.  We 
may  be  as  certain  then  as  we  are  that  we 
love  God,  that  all  things  Jhall  work  together 
for  our  gcod  +.  'Tis  true  if  we  are  out  of 
the  favour  of  God,  by  being  engaged  in 
irreligious  or  vicious  courfes,  we  cannot  have 
this  comfort  amidft  afflictions ;  but  then  we 
can  have  no  room  to  complain  of  provi- 
dence, when  we  fufFer  only  the  puni/hment 
$f  our  fins  %.  If  our  ftate  be  truly  wretched, 
preiled  with  evils  from  without,  and  haunt- 
ed with  guilt  and  fear  within,  we  have  none 
to  blame  but  ourfelvcs.  As  foon  as  we 
heartily  repent  and  return  to  God,  the  ftate 
of  things  will  be  quite  changed.  Aifli&ions 
will  no  longer  be  tokens  of  the  Divine  an- 
ger, but  effefts  of  paternal  tenderneft  j  and 

•  Matthew  x.  29.  f  Romani  viii.  28. 

%  Lamentations  iii.  39. 
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when  they  have  anfwcrcd  their  end  in  bring- 
ing us  back  to  God  and  goodnefs,  and  con- 
firming us  in  our  duty,  they  will  by  expe- 
rience be  known  to  have  been  moft  benefi- 
cial, and  when  they  ceafe  to  be  ufeful  will 
be  removed.  But  what  event  can  happen  to 
perfons,  confcious  of  a  prevailing  concern  to 
pleafe  God,  which  can  juftly  make  them 
uneafy  ?  Nothing  comes  to  pafs  without 
the  direction  or  permifiion  of  God  $  his  wit 
dom  cannot  err,  nor  can  his  goodnefs  fail. 
And  as  certainly  as  God  is  moft  wife  and 
good,  and  omnipotent,  fo  certainly  may  eve- 
ry event  which  he  difpenfes  be  improved  to 
our  greateft  advantage,  if  we  are  not  want- 
ing to  ourfelves. 

We  arc  (hort-fighted  creatures,  and  in 
many  cafes  incapable  of  judging  what  is 
beft ;  and  often  biaflcd  by  fenfe,  fancy,  or 
paffion,  we  pronounce  that  beft,  which  our 
own  fober  reafon  would  rejedt.  And  when 
we  fall  fhort  of  what  we  imagined  to  be 
good,  or  are  overtaken  by  what  fenfe  or 
pafiion  call  evil,  we  grow  difcontented.  But 
this  condudt  is  manifeftly  unreafonable.'  Tis 
certainly  reafonable  to  acknowledge,  that 
,  EC4  God 
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God  is  wifer  than  we ;  and  to  believe,  that 
as  he  clearly  difcerns  what  would  be  beft, 
bis  goodnefs  will  appoint  it.  In  many  cafes 
wherein  we  complain,  how  happy  (hould 
we  think  ourfelves,  if  our  condition  were 
absolutely  in  the  difpofal  of  a  prudent  and 
affe&ionate  parent  or  friend,  and  if  they 
could  do  for  us  what  they  thought  to  be 
beft,  either  removing  thofe  evils  of  which 
we  complain,  or  fupplying  what  we  defirc 
as  good  ?  Would  not  the  grant  of  fuch  a 
privilege  make  us  quite  eafy  ?  And  are  not 
our  affairs  really  in  much  better  hands  for 
us  ?  Is  the  kindnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father 
lefs  to  be  trufted  than  that  of  an  earthly  pa- 
rent j  or  arc  his  wifdom  and  power  lefs  to 
be  depended  upon  for  effecting  what  is  beft  ? 

'Tis  true  God  may  prefer  our  real,  good, 
and  our  happinefs  upon  the  whole,  to  the 
gratification  of  our  pafllons.  He  may  fee 
fit  to  allot  poverty,  pain,  or  ficknefs,  and 
to  continue  thefe  for  exercifing  and  improv- 
ing our  faith  and  fubmifiion,  for  mortifying 
us  to  the  world,  or  eftabii&ing  in  us  a  hea- 
venly temper  5  for  curing  a  growing  pride 
pr  feudality  and  .the  like ;  when  an  earthly 
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parent  or  friend  would  rather  gratify,  our  in- 
clinations, and  give  us  eafe  and  abundance. 
But  would  any  perfon,  who  wifely  loves 
himfelf,  for  fuch  reafons  take  himfelf  out 
of  the  hand  of  God  ?    Would  he  after  calm 
confederation,  prefer  the  indulgence  of  his 
paffions,  before  the  perfe&ion  of  his  rational) 
nature,    and  his    happtnefs    for   eternity?; 
Would  he  not  rather  fay,    €t  I  am  in  the 
<c  hand  of  God,   and  I  would  be  there. 
"  Thou  Lord  knoweft  certainly  what  is  beft 
for  me.    Thy  goodnefs  has  no  bounds, 
and  thy  companions  fail  not.    Thou  dofi  not 
"  willingly  grieve  or  affliSl  the  children  of 
"  men.     I  therefore  fubmit  willingly,  know* 
€t  ing  that  whom  the  Lord  lovetb  be  cbaften- 
"  etb  *.    And  that  although  no  ajjliftionfor 
€l  the  prefent  be  joyous  but  grievous,  yet  qf- 
<c  terward  it  will  produce  the  peaceable  fruits 
€€  of  right  eoufnefs."     Arc  there  truths  more 
evident  and   confolatory   than  thefe;  that 
God   governs    the  world,  and   diredls   all 
events,  even  the  fmalleft  5  and  that  infinite 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  employing  almighty 
power,  will  always  do  what  is  beft?     And 
that  no  child  hath  reafon  to  repine,  if  his 

*  Hebrews  xii.  6; 
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parent  orders  all  for  his  good  j  but  to  be  re- 
figned  and  thankful,  although  poverty,  af- 
ffiQions  and  deadly  may  be  allotted  him  by 
his  heavenly  Father  ? 

•  Some  other  practical  reflections,  which 
this  fubje&  will  fupply,  fhall  be  referred  for 
thfe  conclading  difcourfe. 
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SERMON    XVI. 

Practical  Inferences  from  the  Divine 
Goodnefs. 


Matthew  vii.  u. 

If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  bow  to  give  good 
gifts  unto  your  children-,  bow  much  more 
Jhall  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven^  give 
good  things  to  them  that  ajk  him  ? 

IN  the  preceding  difcourfe  I  treated  the 
four  following  practical  inferences  from 
the  Divine  Goodnefs. 

i.  Is  God  good,  infinitely  good;  let  us 
endeavour  anfwerably  to  love  and  praife  him. 

2.  Let  us  endeavour  above  all  things,  to 

obtain  zjpecial  and  certain  interejl  \xx  this 

Goodnefs. 

3.  How 
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3.  How  cheerful  {hould  our  obedience  be 
to  the  Divine  Commands,  which  are  the 
di&ates  of  alwife  and  unbounded  Goodnefs : 
and  particularly  hovtfree  and  cheerful  Should 
our  devotions  be.  • 

4.  How  ready  and  intire  (hould  our  re- 
fignation  be  to  the  diipenfktions  of  Divine 
providence,  and  our  fubmiflion  to  the  Di- 
vine corrections! 

I  would  now  clofe  this  infinitely  import- 
ant fubjeft,  with  recommending  to  your  fe- 
rious  attention  fome  other  practical  reflec- 
tions, which  with  great  ftrength  it  prefents 
to  the  mind. 

5.  Let  us  all,  according  to  our  meafure 
and  abilities,  imitate  the  Divine  Benevo/ence: 
You  have  feen,  that  to  communicate  good 
is  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  the  Deity.  He 
is  infinitely  happy,  becaufe  he  is  infinitely 
beneficent.  And  can  we,  whom  he  hath 
made  capable  of  difcerning  the  worth  of  this 
difpofition,  and  of  refembling  him  in  it,  do 
better,  than  to  conform  unto  this  excellent 

pattern, 
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pattern,  and  thus  approve  ourfelves  genuine 
children  of  our  heavenly  Father  *  who  is  good 
unto  ally  and  bis  tender  mercies  aver  all  bis 
works ;  and  who  is  kind  unto  the  unthankful 
and  the  evil?  Muft  it  not  be  our  higheft 
honour  and  happinefs  thus  to  refemble  him, 
endeavouring  to  be  perfeEi,  as  our  Father  in 
heaven  is  perfe£i  ?  Muft  not  he  who  neareft 
refembles  his  heavenly  Father,  ftand  fatreft 
for  enjoying  all  external  advantages  which 
would  prove  good  to  him,  and  which  are 
all  in  the  gift  of  God  ?  And.  may  he  not 
certainly  pofTefs  noble  fati&fa<3ionfr  in  confci- 
,ous  goodnefs,  in  a  refemblance  to  the  fu* 
pream  Parent,  and  a  clear  fenfe  of  his  ap- 
probation ?  And  muft  not  the  felfifh  and 
covetous,  whofe  nature  is  oppofite  to  the 
moft  excellent  and  perfect  nature,  be  bafe 
and  wretched  ? 

Would  we  know  then  the  right  ufc  of 
power  and  abundance?  It  is  not  to  pro- 
cure an  abundance  of  fenfu^l  indulgences,  ja 
which  we  refemble  the  brutes;  much  l$fs  is 
it  to  employ  them  in  being  greatly  mifchie- 
yous,  and  a  dread  to  others ;  in  which  we 
fhould  be  like  the  worft  of  beings,  the  devil. 

But 
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But  it  is  to  employ  them  in  diffufing  good 
ail  aroand  us,  in  an  imitation  of  the  wifeftj 
greateft  and  happteft  of  Bddgs.  To  em- 
ploy fupcrior  knowledge,  not  for  deceiving 
and  infulting  others,  but  for  iriftruQing  tbfc 
ignorant,  guiding  the  unikilfof,  warning  the 
thoughtlefs,  reclaiming  the  vicious,  add 
s  comforting  the  dejeded.  It  is  fo  exert  power 
and  influence  for  prote&ing  the  weak;  vin- 
dicating the  innocent  and  injured,  and  rail- 
ing depreft  merit ;  in  being  a  father  to  the 
fafberlejs,  a  judge  of  the  widow,  and  the  re- 
fuge of  the  opprcfled.  It  is  to  expend 
riches  in  feeding  the  hungry,  clothing  the 
naked,  and  bringing  on  ourfelveg  the  blef* 
fng  of  them  who  were  ready  to  perijh  ;  in  re- 
lieving and  reftoring  the  fick,  propping  a 
finking  family,  and  where  want,  anguifh, 
and  melancholy  covered  all,  to  diffufe  health, 
fupplies,  cheerfulnefs  and  hope. 

How  happy  muft  that  man  be,  who  h 
confeious  to  his  having  thus  greatly  pro* 
moted  the  happinefs  of  others ;  and  in  be- 
holding the  effects  of  his  benevolence  fpread* 
ing  far  and  wide !  How  happy  in  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fome  refemblance  to  the  beft 

of 
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of  Beings*  and  in  a  rational  affuraoce  of  his 
approbation  and  friendship  1  And  how  much 
happier  ftill  in  the  profpedt  of  an  approach- 
ing ftate,  wherein  h?  (hall  behold  all  with 
whom  he  hath  any  acquaintance,  (and  large 
indeed  will  b$  his  acquaintance  with  the 
moral  creation  of  God)  as  happy  as  he  can 
wifh  tjbem  j  and  feel  himfelf  to  be  as  fully 
Weft  by  infinite  benevolence,  as  they  could 
hope  to  be,  in  whom  he  fees  his  own  image, 
and  whom  he  loves  with  complacency ! 

Sirs !  all  other  profeffions  of  regard  and 
love  to  God  are  vain,,  without  an  imitation 
of  his  goodnefs,  according  to  our  low  de- 
gree. Chriftians,  hear  the  plain  determina- 
tion of  the  beloved  Apoftle  of  the  Son  of 
God.  *  If any  man  fay  be  loves  God,  and 
bates  his  brother,  be  is  a  liar.  And  if  any 
me  who  bath  this  tvorlds  goods,  feeing  bis  brd* 
tber  in  want,  Jhuts  up  the  bowels  of  bis  com- 
baj/ipn  againft  him-,  bow  dwelletb  the  love  of 
God  in  him  ?  And  this  is  the  fame  Apoftlc's 
:onctufion,  beloved,  if  God  fo  loved  as,  we 
mght  alfo  to  love  one  another.  To  love  God 
s  to  love  a.cbaraSfer  of  infinite  benevolence*, 

*  1  John,iit.  10^17^ 
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and  if  we  in  our  hearts  admire  and  love  this 
charafler,  we  (hall  be  dcfirous  of  as  nkzt  i 
refemblance  to  it  as  we  can  attain;  and  the 
warmeft  profeffions  of  efteem  and  love, 
without  this,  will  be  reje&ed  as  infincerc 
flattery.  Let  us  then  make  doing  good  a 
principal  part  of  our  religion,  in  conformity 
to  the  determination  of  St.  James.  *Ptire 
religion  and  undefiled>  before  God  even  tie 
'Father ,  is  this ;  to  vift  the  father  Ivfs  and  wi- 
dows' in  their  affli5tiony  and  to  keep  ourfehei 
unf potted  from  the  world. 

Other  ufes  of  wealth  and  influence,  ex- 
cept providing  by  them  for  our  own  im- 
provement in  knowledge  and '  virtue,  and 
doing  good  to  others,  are  at  beft  but  inno- 
cent j  and  will  give  us  no  reafon  to  refled 
upon  ourfelves  with  approbation,  or  to  hope 
that  on  thefe  accounts  we  are  approved  of 
God.  Whereas  an  imitation  of  our  hea- 
venly Father  in  beneficence,  not  only  yields 
divine  fatisfadtions  in  the  aft,  but  when 
part  produces  cheering  reflections,  infpires  a 
noble  confidence  in  God,    whofe  genuine 

*  James  i.  27. 
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offspring  we  approve  ourfelves,  and  to  whom 
we  thus  in  the  moft  acceptable  way  mani- 
feft  our  gratitude;   and  leaves  us  nothing 
to  fear  in  a  world  under  the  government  of 
infinite  Wifdom  and  Benevolence.    When 
therefore  we  are  ftrongly  affefied  with  the 
kindnefs  of  the  Deity,  in  the  beauty,  gran- 
deur and  tifefulnefs  of  the  world,  in  the 
countlefs  varieties  of  living  creatures  he  hath 
produced,  and  in  his  inexhauftible  bounties 
which  continually  fupply   them — « — when 
we  are  warmed  with  a  fenfc  of  his  goodnefs 
to   mankind,   in  a  great  fubordirlation   to 
whofe  virell-being  he  made  this  lower  world, 
for  whofe  falvation  he  gave  his  Son  to  death, 
and  for  whom  he  hath  prepared  a  heaven 
of  compleat  and  everlafting  felicity — when 
we  adore  and  blefs  this  goodnefs,  let  us  re- 
joice that  we  are  capable  of  imitating  it. 
That  although  our  goodnefs  cannot  extend  to 
God*,  it  may  to  our  brethren  -,  and  we  may 
not  only  in  the  moft  pleafing  manner  thu9 
approve  our  gratitude  to  God,  but  improve 
our  intereft  in  his  favour,  and  lay  up  for 
ourfehes  treafures  in  heaven. 

*  Pfalm  xvi.  2. 

F  f  Let 
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Let  us  therefore  refolve  to  make  it  the 
principal  bufinefs  of  life  to  do  good,  and  to 
diffufe  fatisfa&ion  around  us,  as  fat  as  we 
can ;  allured  that  this  is  the  direft  way  to 
die  higheft  fatisfa&ions  of  the  prefent  (late, 
and  a  better  method  of  laying  up  wealth 
againft  a  time  of  need,  than  in  the  fureft 
batik  ox  ftrongeft  cbefi  of  iron :  for  until  in- 
finite Goodnefs  fail,  fuch  perfons  cannot  be 
deftitute— — afiured  alfo  that  we  (hall  thus 
fecure  the  higheft  degrees  of  happinefs  for 
eternity,  in  the  prefence,  approbation  and 
rewards  of  the  beft  of  Beings.     And  let  us 
never  think  ourfelves  truly  religious,  or  ge- 
nuine  children  of  God  *  and  accepted   by 
him,    until  we  thus  refemble  our  Father, 
and  delight  in  being  kind  and  doing  good. 
Until  God  can  ceafe  to  be  benevolent,  or 
to  love  goodnefs,  he  cannot  approve  or  love 
thofe,  who  when  capable  of  refembling  him 
in  this  moft  excellent  difpofition,  prefer  the 
gratifications  of  pride,  felfifhnefs  and  fenfu- 
ality,  and  the  likenefs  of  the  brute  or  of  the 
devil. 

•  Matthew  v.  45. 
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6.  Is  God  infinitely  good;  let  his  good-  . 
nefs  lead  allfnners  to  repentance*  The  Di- 
vine Goodnefs  hath  naturally  fo  powerful 
an  influence  for  producing  repentance,  that 
the  Apoftle  mention*  it  as  an  argument  of 
a  perfon'9  being  moft  depraved,  and  fit  for 
utter  ruin,  who  is  not  thus  influenced  by 
the  consideration  and  experience  of  iu  *  Or 
defpifeft  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  and 
patience  and  long  fuffering ;  not  knowing  that 
the  goodnefs  of  God  leadeth  to  repentance^ 
And  according  to  thy  bard  and  impenitent 
hearty  treajurefl  up  to  thy f elf  wrath  againji 
the  day  of  wrath  5  and  the  revelation  of  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God?  The  Divine  cle- 
mency is  fitted  to  produce  repentance  in 
every  confiderate  perfon,  by  the  clear  dif- 
covery  it  makes  of  the  guilt  and  of  the  folly 
of  fin  j  and  by  the  ajfurance  it  gives,  that  re- 
pentance will  avail  to  pardon. 

Sinners !  Math  God  been  infinitely  good 
to  you  ?  Did  he  form  th*  world  you  inha- 
bit for  your  fupport  and  convenience  during 
your  probation;  and  hath  he  prepared  a 
heaven  of  compleat  and  everlafting  blefied- 

•  Romans  ii.  4—. 

F  f  a  nefs 
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nefs  for  your  final  abode,  if  you  will  ap- 
prove yourfelves  grateful  and  obedient  dur- 
ing a  few  years?  Did  his  almighty  bene- 
volence create  your  minds  rational  and  im- 
mortal, that  by  cultivating  the  love  of  God 
and  of  goodnefs,  you  might  become  di- 
vinely and  immortally  bleffed  ;  and  does  he 
preferve  you  in  life  with  the  fame  kind  de- 
fign  ?  Are  every  faculty  of  adtion  and  en- 
joyment, and  every  good  you  poflefs,  both 
in  their  rife  and  continuance,  his  gifts  ;  and 
has  he  given  up  even  his  only  begotten  Son 
unto  death,  that  be  might  redeem  you  from 
all  iniquity  ?  Hath  he  been  long  a  witnefs 
to  your  ingratitude  and  difobedience,  yet 
born  with  you,  and  kept  you  out  of  the 
deftrudtion  which  you  have  often  deferved ; 
and  is  he  ftill  waiting  to  receive  you  to  his 
favour  3  and  can  you  go  on  to  tranfgrefs  ? 
Does  not  the  great  ingratitude  attending 
them,  make  .lefler  inftances  of  difobedience 
very  criminal;  and  how  guilty  muft  be  a  life 
of  wilful  ingratitude  and  continued  rebel- 
lion to  an  infinite  benefadtor  ?  How  mon- 
ftrous  is  it  to  fly  in  the  face  of  God  who 
fupports  you,  and  to  affront  him  with  his 
gifts,  abufmg  them  to  licencioufnefs,  and  to 

counter- 
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counter-aft  his  defign  of  your  perfe&ion  and 
immortal  felicity;    when  your   compliance 
with  it  was  the  grateful  return  he  demand- 
ed, and  would  reward  infinitely  ?    Certainly 
you  would  be  afhamed  of  continuing  to  af- 
front and  treat  ill  an  earthly  parent  or  friend, 
unto  whom  you  had  a  thoufandth  part  of 
fuch  obligations.    And  can  you  perfift  in  af- 
fronting your  heavenly  Father ;  and  for  gra- 
tifying a  vicious  paffion  trample  on  the  love 
and  death  of  his  Son  ?     Can  you  refufe  the 
return  of  daily  gratitude  for  his  numerous 
daily  benefits?    Can  you  by  injuftice  and  in- 
humanity oppofe  his  defign  of  his  creatures 
happinefs  5  and  treat  his  continued  invita- 
tions to  a  heaven  of  eternal  bleffednefs  with 
an  infolent  negledt  ?     Would  not  this  prove 
you  unworthy  to  live  longer  on  his  earth, 
and  that  the  region  of  mifery  and  defpair  is 
your  proper  habitation  ?     Or  rather  is  not 
your  repentance  begun  5  do  you  not  abhor 
your  paft  ingratitude,  and  refolve  to  aban- 
don every  fitful  indulgence  and  practice, 
and  to  live  for  the  Divine  favour  and  for 
heaven  j  endeavouring  to  fill  remaining  life 
with  every  inftance  of  gratitude  and  obedi- 
ence to  a  merciful  God,  who  will  forgive 
F  f  3  fuch 
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fuch  offences;  and  if  you  arc  penitent  and 
pbedient,  yet  make  you  bleffed  to  eternity  ? 

The  felly  alfo  of  a  'finfulltfe  is  fo  appa«* 
irent  from  a  view  of  the  Divi&e  Goodnefs, 
that  they  who  confider  it  will  be  difpofed 
to  repent.  God  infinitely  good  is  aWb  infinitely 
tvife ;  it  muft  therefore  be  as  much  our  /*- 
fercjl  as  our  duty  to  fulfil  his  commands; 
and  to  hope  to  become  real  gainers  by  vio- 
lating them,  muft  be  as  unreafonable,  as  it 
would  be  to  -aflert,  that  infinite  Wifdon  doe: 
not  know,  or  that  infinite  Goodnefs  would  not 
prefcribe  what  is  beft  for  his  creatures,  his 
children,  Since  then  in  keeping  the  com- 
mands of  God  there  is  a  great  reward,  and 
when  you  fin  you  injure  your  own  fouls, 
oppofe  your  real  intereft  in  this  life,  and  in 
that  which  is  to  come ;  you  muft  certainly 
repent  that  you  have  been  fo  foolifh  and  dif- 
obedient,  fo  infenfible  to  your  greateft  in- 
tereft, and  fo  ungrateful  to  the  moft  perfedt 
Goodnefs.  Repentance  will  indeed  in  the 
beginning  coft  you  dear,  fhame,  remorfe  and 
piercing  anguifh.  It  will  rend  your  hearts, 
when  you  tear  out  vices  which  are  grown 
fotp  them  \  ftnd  wo#J  pp*  God  forgive  you, 

it 
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it  would  not  be  fo  unreasonable  did  you  in* 
dulge  to  ftupidity  and  hardnefs  of  heart. 

But  God  waits  to  be  gracious.  Guilty  as 
you  have  been,  your  cafe  is  not  defperate. 
You  may  yet  obtain  remiflion  of  fins  and 
eternal  life.  If  you  have  ingenuity  you  muft 
be  convinced,  that  the  feverities  of  repen- 
tance are  light,  when  compared  with  the 
evil  of  continued  ingratitude  and  difobedience 
to  fo  merciful  a  God,  with  the  immenfe  fe- 
licity which  you  may  yet  obtain  by  repen- 
tance and  amendment,  or  with  the  dreadful 
punilhments  which  you  muft  expeft  from 
a  righteous  Governor,  if  you  can  perfift  in 
impenitence  and  ingratitude.     For, 

7.  Although  God  be  infinitely  good,  let 
not  finful  men  prejume,  and  turn  bis  grace 
into  wantonnefs.  The  divine  benevolence  is 
not  a  blind fondnefS)  but  the  benevolence  of 
a  moft  wife  and  righteous  Governor  of  free 
creatures  5  of  a  God  who  knows  piety  arid 
virtue  to  be  eflential  to  the  perfection  and 
felicity  of  his  rational  creatures,  and  ir reli- 
gion and  vice  to  be  deftrudtive  of  them; 
and  who  lovetb  rigbteoufnefs  and  bateth  ini~ 
F  f  4  quit j. 
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quity.  'Tis  the  benevolence  of  a  God,  whcj 
by  love  to  his  moral  creation,  is  excited  to 
extirpate  incurable  impiety  and  wickednefs 
by  exemplary  punifhments  >  that  he  may  fe- 
cure  the  obedience  and  happinefs  of  the  fin- 
cerely  and  prevailingly  religious,  and  prevent 
others  from  being  corrupted.  Becaufe  God 
is  fupreamly  good,  therefore  will  he  puni/h 
the  obftinately  vicious  j  fince  to  be  indul- 
gent to  them,  would  be  to  encourage  what 
muft  produce  the  greateft  mifery  to  the  mo- 
ral world.  As  certainly  then  as  God  defires 
the  welfare  of  his  rational  creatures,  that  is, 
as  certainly  as  he  is  good,  he  will  punifli 
obftinate  tranfgreflors,  and  maintain  the  ho- 
nour of  his  laws  and  government,  nor  fuffer 
thefe  to  be  trampled  upon  with  impunity, 
until  impiety,  cruelty,  injuftice,  intemper- 
ance, and  brutal  debauchery,  become  unir 
Verfal.  No  (late  of  things  can  appear  fo 
evil  as  this  appears,  to  an  infinitely  wife  and 
good  Parent  and  Governor  $  he  will  there- 
fore certainly  take  the  methods  proper  for 
preventing  it.  And  as  punifhing  the  per- 
verfe  and  obftinately  wicked  according  to 
their  demerits,  and  with  circumftances  of 
ferrour  fufficient  to  reftrain  others  from  like 
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pra&ices,  is  a  proper  and  neceffary  ipepns 
for  this  end,  obftinate  finners  muft  expeffc 
fuch  punifliments ;  and  to  promife  them- 
felves  impunity  becaufe  God  is  good,  is  to 
hope,  that  God  will  ceafe  to  be  good  to  the 
whole,  and  to  the  bejl  deferving,  that  he  may 
be  fatally  indulgent  to  thofe,  who  are  not 
obje&s  of  his  mercy. 

Give  up  then,  prefumptuous  (inner,  all  thy 
deceitful  hopes.  As  God  hath  made  thee 
rational  and  free,  thou  canft  not  be  happy 
but  by  piety  and  goodnefs j  by  an  imitation 
of  the  Deity,  and  in  his  prefence  and  fa- 
vour. As  long  as  thou  continued  wicked, 
thy  temper  incapacitates  thee  for  the  Divine 
favour  and  for  real  happinefs.  God  cannot 
(hew  mercy  to  fuch  as  thee,  without  letting 
in  a  deluge  of  wickednefs,  the  greateft  evil 
conceivable,  on  his  moral  creation.  And 
to  punifh  fuch  is  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  pious  and  virtuous,  and  of  all  who  may 
become  holy.  Repent  therefore  immedi- 
ately, and  become  qualified  for  mercy ; 
other  wife,  the  unchangeable  goodnefs  of  the 
Divine  Nature,  inftead  of  promifing  thee 
jmpunity,  will  infure  thy  definition ;  which 
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every  cloud,  revive  your  fpirits,  and  leave 
you  nothing  to  fear  or  wi£h  from  the  world. 
The  infinite  and  ut>changeable  benignity  of 
your  alwife  and  almighty  Father  ever  fur- 
rounds  you,  no  evil  can  reach  you  without 
his  pcrmiffion  or  direction.  And  none  ihali 
reach  you,  but  what  (hall  prove  a  re4 
favour,  by  working  out  a  much  greater 
good.  And  if  *  light  affliftiens,  which  are 
but  for  a  moment,  exercife,  approve  and  in- 
crease your  piety,  fubmiffion,  integrity,  or 
heavenly  afFe&ions,  and  thus  work  out  for 
you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory;  are  they  not  favours,  and  can  you 
find  reafon  or  inclination  to  complain  ? 

Is  want  what  you  apprehend?  Look 
abroad  upon  the  world,  and  behold  the  im- 
menfe  bounty  of  your  heavenly  Father  in- 
exhauftibly  diflfufing  itfelf  all  around  you; 
$  clothing  the  lillies,  and  feeding  the  fowls,  and 
providing  for  countlefs  varieties  of  creatures. 
And  does  the  wife  benevolence  of  your  Fa- 
ther continually  feed  the  fowls,  and  can  it 
fail  you,  who  are  much  better  than  they,  and 
dear  to  him   as  children?     Or  are  you  ap- 

*  %  Corinthians  iv,  17.  %  Matthew  vi.  25. 
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proaching  the  gloomieft  fcene,  which  ufually 
fills  mortals  with  terrors,  I  mean  the  Jbadow 
of  death  ?  If  you  have  properly  affe&ed  your 
hearts,  with  the  belief  and  meditation  of  the 
Divine  Goodnefs,  inftead  of  feeing  any  ter- 
rors before  you,  the  light  of  the  Divine  Be- 
nignity will  brighten  the  vale  of  death,  and 
you  will  fee  it  to  be  zjkort  and  fafe  pajfage 
unto  everlafting  reft  and  joy, 

God  is  infinitely  good,  and  certainly  de- 
lights in  making  his  creatures  happy ;  efpe- 
dally  when  they  have  fully  proved  their  love 
to  him'  and  tp  holinefs.  It  was  not  confift- 
ent  with  his  wife  benevolence,  to  make  them 
compleatly  blefied,  before  their  probation 
was  accompliflied.  They  were  firft  to  be- 
come qualified  for  reward,  and  formed  to 
the  temper  of  happinefs;  and  a  ftate  of  va- 
nity, imperfc&ion,  labour  and  pain,  was  beft 
adapted  for  thefe  purpofes.  But  when  thefe 
purpofes  are  anfwered,  and  you  are  prepa- 
red for  compleat  bleflednefs,  may  you  not 
reafonably  rejoice  in  the  near  profpeft  of  a 
final  period  to  a  ftate  of  affldtion,  labour  and 
imperfection?  Certainly  the  God  who  cre- 
ated your  fpirits,  with  faculties  for  a  divine 

and 
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and  immortal  felicity,  will  fill  with  bleffed- 
nefs  the  capacities  which  he  hath  formed. 
Certainly  the  God  whofe  unbounded  love 
gave  bis  Son  to  death  for  men  when  ene- 
mies, will  exert  his  love  in  making  you  hap- 
py, who  are  reconciled  to  him  through  his 
tieath  *.    And  &ncejle/h  and  blood  cannot  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God  J,  with  what  joy 
may  you  think  of  being  rid  of  this  incum- 
brance 5  and  of  having  this  inclofure  remov- 
ed, which  excludes  you  from  compleat  blef- 
fednefs  ?     Does  a  confcioufnefs  of  many  fins 
and  imperfections  make  you  fearful  of  ap- 
pearing before  your  Judge  ?     Are  you  not 
aflured,  that  §  like  as  a  father  pitieth  bis  chil- 
dren^ fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  who  fear  him  ; 
that  be  knowetb  their  frame,  and  remember- 
eth  they  are  dujt :  and  as  far  as  the  eajl  is 
from  the  weft,  fo  far  will  he  remove  their 
tranfgrejfionsfrom  them  ?    Does  not  the  Gof- 
pel  affure  you  ||,  that  his  love  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus  pardons  every  fin,  which  we  have  la- 
mented  and  forfaken?     Do  you  not   feel 
within  a  prevailing  difpofition  for  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God,  and  earned  defires 

*  Romans  v.  10.  %  1  Corinthians  xv.  50. 

$  Pfalm  ciii.  J  Luke  XV.  %u 
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after  the  perfection  of  bleffednefs,  in  thtf 
perfection  of  holinefs,  goodnefs  and  devo- 
tion *  ?  And  can  you  doubt  whether  youf 
Father,  who  hath  formed  you  to  this  meet- 
iiefr  for  his  prefence  and  enjoyment,  will 
teceive  you  to  it  ? 

'Tis  true,  you  know  but  little  diftindMjr 
of  the  heavenly  bleffednefs.  But  furdy  'tis 
no  proof  of  its  imperfedtion,  that  it  is  too 
noble  to  be  juftly  reprefented,  by  any  of  the 
enjoyments  of  this  imperfedt  ftate.  This 
you  know,  that  God  is  infinitely  beneficent, 
that  mercy  is  his  delight,  and  that  his  wif- 
dom  and  power  are  alfo  without  bounds  J ; 
and  that  in  the  heavenly  ftate  he  will  dis- 
play the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  confer  a 
bleffednefs  worthy  the  God  who  is  /eve,  and 
Worthy  his  grace  in  the  gift  of  his  Son  §. 
And  knowing  this,  and  that  death  is  the 
paffage  to  this  bleffednefs,  fhould  you  not 
triumph  when  you  approach  it?  Should 
you  not  be  even  impatient  for  the  opening 
the  doors  of  your  prifon,  and  for  your  in- 
trodudlion  to  light,  liberty  and  joy  unfpeak- 

•  Matthew  v.  3.  6.  8.  t  1  Peter  i.  13. 

%  Theflalonians  i.  10.  §  Romans  viii.  32. 
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able  and  everlajiing  *  ?  What  can  you  do 
or  enjoy  in  this  world  without  God  and  his 
goodaefs  ?  Is  not  your  truft  in  it  your  chief 
fupport,  and  the  only  thing  that  can  ration* 
ally  make  you  eafy  in  a  world  of  uncertainty 
and  affliction  ?  And  if  you  can  fo  truft  in 
God,  as  to  live  cheerful  and  compofed  in 
this  ftate,  which  his  wifdom  hath  framed 
imperfedt,  may  you  not  with  much  more 
pkafure  and  firmnefs  truft  in  his  goodnefs 
for  making  you  happy,  when  you  are  enter* 
ing  a  wor  d,  which  he  hath  defigned  to  be 
the  abode  of  unmixed  and  everlafting  blef* 
fednefs  ? 

Suppofe  the  diffolving  your  mortal  con* 
nedions,  and  taking  off  the  chains  you  have 
long  worn,  will  be  attended  with  fome  pain  $ 
what  can  this  be  when  compared  with  the 
bleflednefs  on  which  you  are  entering  -,  a 
bleflednefs  noble  in  its  nature,  as  the  God  who 
is  the  objeSl  of  enjoyment,  great  as  his  un~ 
bounded  munificence f  and  everlajiing  as  his 
love.  Let  none  therefore  who  are  prevail- 
ingly pious  and  obedient,  whofe  fouls  are 
attempered  to  the  love  of  God  and  good- 

*  2  Peter  i.  rz.    Jude  24* 
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hefs,  that  is,  to  the  employments  and  blifs 
6f  heaven,  diQionour  the  goodnefs  of  their 
heavenly  Father,  by  commending  with  re- 
luctance their  fpirits  into  his  haftds.  Let 
them  obey  the  fiimmons  with  joy,  remem- 
bering that  when  at  death  their  Jpirits  return 
to  God  who  gave  them,  they  return  prepared 
for  happinefs  unto  a  God  who  is  good,  whofe 
nature  is  lovet  and  whofe  goodnefs  is  ever- 
lajiing. 

God  grant  that  his  abounding  goodnefs 
may  engage  us  all  fuitably  to  love,  ferve  and 
obey  him,  while  we  are  in  this  ftate;  that 
we  may  have  the  noble  confolations  arifing 
from  a  fenfe  of  it  at  death ;  and  being  qua- 
lified for  the  communications  of  his  good- 
nefs to  eternity,  may  to  eternity  poflefs  them, 
in  his  prefence,  where  isfulnefs  of  'joy ',  and  at 
his  right  hand>  where  are  pleafures  forever 
more  *  /     Amen ! 

*  Pfalm  xvi.  iit 
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SERMON     XVIL 

The  Evidences  for  a  future  State; 

Mark  x.  17. 
And  when  he  was  gone  forth  into  the  way9 
there  came  one  runnings    and  kneeled  to 
bim>  and  afkedbim,  Good  majier  what  Jhall 
I  do  that  1  may  inherit  eternal  life  ? 

A  More  important  queftion  was  never 
propofed,  nor  to  a  perfon  better  qua- 
lified for  anfwering  it,  to  our  full  fatisfac- 
tion.  What  muft  I  do  that  I  may  inherit 
eternal  life  ?  That  I  may  live  and  be  hap- 
py, not  for  a  few  days,  not  for  tboufands  qf 
years  only,  yea  not  merely  for  millions  of 
ages,  but  forever!  Aftoniflbing  thought! 
Are  we  indeed  defigned  for  eternity ;  and 
may  all  of  us  become  bleffed  forever  ?  And 
does  it  depend  upon  what  temper  we  will 
eftablifh,  and  what  courfe  purfue  during  the 
prefent  life  ?  What  can  concern  us  then  like 
this,  that  we  cultivate  in  time  the  temper, 
which  will  qualify  us  for  the  bleffed nefs  of 
eternity;  and  that  we  difpatch  the  work, 
which  a  moft  bountiful  God  will  recom- 
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pence  with  this  immenfe  reward  ?  For  what 
are  all  the  feparate  interefts  or  pleafures  of 
this  mortal  life,  when  compared  with  eter- 
nal life,  and  its  interefts  ? .  Evidently  not  fb 
confiderable  as  a  moment*  when  compared 
with  a  thoufand  years.  And  Sirs,  how  fool- 
iflily  have  fome  of  us  employed  ourfelves 
hitherto,  who  perhaps  have  not  once  feri- 
oufly  confidered  the  import  of  eternal  life, 
and  the  qualifications  neceffary  for  our  be- 
coming blefled  to  eternity  ;  and  have  there- 
fore loit  a  great  part  of  that  time,  in  which 
we  might  have  acquired  them  ?  The  young 
ruler ,  who  amidft  youth  and  riches  chcri- 
ihed  a  concern  for  this  moll  interesting  af- 
fair, and  who  applied  to  Jefus  drift  for  fa- 
tisfadtion  in  it,  adled  indeed  a  wife  part. 
Let  us  learn  of  him,  to  make  the  fecuring 
cverlafting-  bleffednefs  our  chief  concern,  and 
as  he  did  apply  to  Jefus  Cbrijl  to  direct  and 
fucceed  us  herein. 

For  who  ib  fit  to  apfwer  this  queftion  in- 
tircly  to  our  fatisfa&ion  ?  Jefus  declared, 
and  by  his  miracles  proved  the  declaration 
true,  that  he  was  exprefsly  fent  by  God 
from  heaven,  to  guide  men  to  the  everlaft- 
ing  poffcffion  of  the  heavenly  bleffednefs  j 
and  as  he  came  dow^  from  the  feat  of  blifs 
and  immortality,  muft  well  know  the  ten*- 
per  of  the  place,  and  the  difpofitions  necef- 
fary to  fit  us  for  enjayihg  it.  In  his  tem- 
per and  converfatio  a  he  exemplified  that 
x  love 
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love  to  God  and  to  mankind,  which  he  re- 
quired as  our  Preparation  for  heaven:  and 
having  led  a  life  of  the  raoft  exalted  piety 
and  generous  goodnefs,  he  fubmitted  to  a 
painful  and  ignominious  death,  to  teach  his 
difciples,  not  to  expedt  the  rewards  of  vir- 
tue and  piety  in  the  prefent  life.  And  then 
to  aflure  us,  that  the  rewards  which  were 
deferred  would  not  be  loft,  and  were  never 
the  lefs  certain,  at  the  appointed  time  he 
rofe  from  the  dead,  and  afcended  vifibly  and 
glorioufly  into  the  heaven  which  he  pro- 
mifed;  and  thus  proved  beyond  rational 
doubt*  that  there  is  an  evetlaftihg  ftate  of 
life,  perfection  and  felicity,  provided  by  the 
boundlefs  benevolence  of  his  Father,  for  the 
truly  pious  and  virtuous. 

To  this  Jefus  the  young  ruler  of  a  fyna- 
gogue  with  humility  and  earneflnefs  applied 
himfelf  for  direction;  and  to  him,  if  we  are 
prudent,  we  (hall  apply.  For  although 
Chrift  Jefus  hath  removed  his  bodily  pre- 
fenct  from  our  world,  yet  in  his  Gofpel  he, 
hath  left  us  inftru&ions ;  unto  which  if  we 
conform  ourfelves,  we  fhall  certainly  obtain 
eternal  life.  The  gayety  and  love  of  plea- 
fure  fo  prevalent  in  youth,  could  not  divert 
our  inquirer  (for  St.  Matthew  informs  us 
that  he  vn& young*)  from  attending  to  this 
important  concern;  neither  could  riches  and 

*  Matftew  xix.  20* 
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power  (for  St.  Luke  acquaints  us  -f\that  he 
was  a  ruler  and  rich)  divert  his  attention 
from  the  infinitely  more  important  bufinefs 
bf  fecuring  the  everlafting  riches  of  heaven. 
Let  not  any  of  us  then  amidft  fewer  temp- 
tations negledl  everlafting  blcffednefs ;  but 
fo  meditate  on  this  important  queftion,  as  to 
be  excited  to  learn  with  our  utmoft  appli- 
cation from  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  the  cer- 
tain way  to  eternal  life;  and  then  with  all 
ferioufnefs  and  diligence  to  feek  it,  by  a  pa- 
tient continuance  in  well  doing  *.  And  may 
God  fucceed  what  will  be ,  offered  to  your 
thoughts  for  making  you  thus  truly  wife 
and  happy! 

With  this  view  I  propofe  to  treat  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations  included  in  the  text,  or 
fuggefted  by  it. 

I.  'Tis  fuppofed  in  the  queftion  propoun- 
ded to  our  Lord,  as  an  acknowledged  truth, 
that  we  are  made  for  eternal  life  :the  ypung 
ruler  does  not  inquire,  whether  man.  was 
indeed  defigned  for  immortality  $  but  taking 
this  for  granted,  he  inquires,  what  he  muft 
do  to  fecure  the  bleflednefs  of  the  everlaft- 
ing ftate.     What  mujl  I  do,  &c. 

II.  'Tis  alfo  manifeftly  implied  in  the 
queftion,  and  plainly  declared  in  our  Lord's 
anfwer,  that  fomething  mujl  be  done  hi  u$> 
if  We  would  inherit  eternal  life.     That  we 

f  Luke  xviii.  1 8.  *  Romans  ii.  7. 
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muft  work  the  works  of  God,  before  we  can 
hope  to  be  thus  rewarded  by  him ;  and  be- 
come by  our  prevailing  difpofition  meet  for 
an  heavenly  and  immortal  life,  before  we 
can  be  admitted  to  enjoy  it.     What  muft  I 

dOy       SCO. 

III.  If  we  would  propofe  this  queftion, 
and  purfue  the  directions  given  in  anfwer 
to  it  moft  fuccefsfully,  it  ftiould  be  our  firft 
inquiry,  made  with  ferioufnefs  and  humility, 
and  with  a  firm  refolution  to  give  up  every 
thing,  which  would  interfere  with  the  pur- 
fuit.  The  perfon  who  propofed  the  quef- 
tion  to  our  Lord  was  young,  rich,  and  a 
man  of  figure,  he  ran  and  kneeled  to  him  ; 
but  having  fuffered  the  love  of  riches  to 
prepoflefs  his  heart  too  ftrongly,  he  failed  of 
the  happinefs  which  he  fought. 

I.  It  is  fuppofed  in  the  queftion  as  an  ac- 
knowledged truth,  that  we  are  made  for  eter- 
nal life.  The  young  ruler  does  not  afk  our 
Divine  "Matter,  whether  man  was  indeed 
defigned  for  immortality,  but  taking  this 
for  granted,  he  inquires,  what  he  muft  do 
to  obtain  the  bleflednefs  of  the  everlafiing 
ftate.  The  law  of  Mofes  was  fupported 
folely  by  temporal  rewards  and  punifliments, 
and  exprefsly  promifed  and  threatned  no 
other.  Yet  there  are  in  the  Old  Teftamcnt 
various  intimations  of  a  future  ftate,  fome 
ebfcure,  others  more  clear;  fuch  are  the 
following.  The  promife  that  mankind 
G  g  3  {hould 


4  54  Tb*  Evidences  for  a  future  State. 
fhould  be  delivered  from  the  evil  confeT 
quences  of  the  fall,  by  the  feed  of  the  wo- 
man, who  fhould  bruife  the  ferpenfs  head ; 
and  in  whom  all  nations  /hould  be  blejfed*\ 
The  declarations  that  the  pious  and  good 
v/crejtrangers  upon  earth  -f-,  and  were  there- 
fore to  expeft  their  full  reward  in  that  hea- 
ven, whither  Enoch  and  Elijah  were  tranf- 
Jated  J ;  even  in  the  prefence  of  God,  where 
isfulnefs  of  joy,  .and  at  his  right  band,  where 
are  pleafures  for  evermore  §.  And  that  for  " 
this  purpofe  at  the  end  of  the  days,  the  ma- 
ny who  Jleep  in  the  dujl  Jhall  awake ',  fome  to 
everlafting  life,  and  fome  to  Jhame  and  ever- 
lajling  contempt  ||. 

'Tis  granted  that  thefe  intimations  will  be 
thought  obfcure,  if  they  are  compared  with 
the  clear,  exprefs  and  repeated  declarations 
ofjefus  our  Divine  Mafter  -,  yet  they  proved 
fufficient  in  concurrence  with  their  natural 
reafonings,  from  the  moral  character  of 
man,  and  from  the  perfections  and  difpen- 
fations  of  God,  to  render  the  belief  of  a  fu- 
ture life  the  general  belief  of  the  Jewijh  na- 
tion :  with  the  -exception  of  the  Sadducees, 
x  a  fed  which,  as  4-  Jofephus  informs  us,  was 
made  up  of  *few,  rich,  powerful  and  vo- 

*  Gcnefis  iii.  13.    xii.  3.  -J-  Gcncfis  xlvii. 

9.     v.  24.  %  2  Kings' ii.  11.  §  Pfalm 

xvi.  10,  ii*  ||  Daniel  xii.  2*  13. 

;   4.  Sec  Amiq.  Jud.  1.  18.  c.  1.  f.  3.  and  1.  13.  c  !$• 
and  1.  18,  c.  2.  and  De  Bello  Jud,  1.  2.  c.  12. 
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luptuous  men.  And  they  ufing  this  world 
in  a  manner,  which  they  were  confcious 
would  not  yield  a  good  account  in  another 
ftate,  denied  a  refurre&ion ;  as  they  appre- 
hended this,  if  it  took  place,  would  intro- 
duce them  to  condemnation.  The  young 
rich  man  who  confulted  our  Lord  was  in 
different  fentiments ;  and  in  believing  a  fu- 
ture ftate  of  recompcnces,  and  an  immortal 
exigence  of  the  righteous,  he  had  not  only 
the  concurrence  of  much  the  greater  part  of 
his  own  nation,  but  of  perfons  of  all  *  ages, 
countries,  and  religions,  with  a  very  few 
exceptions. 

The  univerfality  of  this  perfuafion  is  it- 
felf  a  good  prefumption  that  it  is  true ;  for 
it  (hows  the  expectation  and  defire  to  be  na+ 
tural\  and  all  our  natural  expeditions  and 
defires  have  certainly  correfpondent  objedts 
provided  for  them,  by  the  infinitely  wife 
and  benevolent  Author  of  our  frame.  Had 
God  our  Maker  defigned  that  we  ftiouid 
die  like  the  beajis,  he  would  have  made  us 
like  them,  thougbtlefs  and  unapprehenfivs 
of  any  ftate  after  death ;  and  we  ftiouid  have 
felt  and  difcovered  no  more  concern  about 
it  than  they  do.  Every  other  natural  de- 
fire  we  find  provided  by  our  Creator  with 
proper  objects.   The  appetites  of  hunger  and 

*  Permanere  Anims  arbitramur  CGnfenJit  Natlonum 
Qmnium.    Ciccr.  Tufc.  Qu.  I„  i. 

Gg  4  thirjk 
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tbirji  meet  with  abundant  fupplies  in  the" 
world  around  us.  The  defires  of  beauty  and 
novelty  are  highly  and  abundantly  gratified, 
in  the  grand  and  beautiful  world  which  we 
inhabit,  as  the  defires  of  ejieem  may  be,  by 
the  approbation  and  favour,  which  natu- 
rally follow  great  and  good  actions.  It 
would  then  be  very  ftfange  indeed,  if  when 
our  wife  and  kind  Creator  had  made  full 
provifion,  for  gratifying  the  Iefs  important 
defires  and  expectations  of  the  human  mind, 
he  fhould  have  made  none  for  the- more  ex- 
cellent and  important,  but  have  determined 
us  naturally  and  irrefiftibly  to  fend  our 
thoughts  and  defires  to  a  more  perfedt  and 
lading  ftate,  for  which  he  yet  never  defign- 
ed  us.  As  all  men  therefore,  of  all  ages 
and  nations,  from  the  polite  and  improved 
Cb'niefe  or  Greek,  down  to  the  favage  Indian 
or  Hottentot,  have  agreed  in  the  apprehen- 
lion  of  a  future  ftate,  and  in  the  defire  of  a 
future  happy  cxiftence ;  and  the  defire  and 
expectation  cannot  indeed  be  feparated  from 
a  rational  being,  capable  of  looking  into  fu- 
turity ;  we  with  reafon  conclude,  that  our 
Maker  defigned  us  for  this  future  ftate ;  and 
that  our  mod  important  concern  and  inquiry 
rnuft  be,  what  fliall  we  do  that  it  may  prove 
happy  to  us. 

If  you  would  be  more  fully  convinced 
of  this  moft  important  truth,   be   pleafe4 

to 
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to  accompany  me  in  the  following  reflec- 
tions. 

1.  When  we  look  into  our  minds  we 
find  defires  of  knowledge  and  truth,  which 
cannot  be  in  any  degree  fatisfied  in  this  life, 
defires  and  capacities  almoft  infinite^  which 
prevent  our  refting  in  any  prefent  difcove- 
ries,  and  ftill  intent  upon  making  new.  The 
more  truths  we  have  difcovered,  the  more 
our  faculties  are  improved  and  inlarged, 
and  the  more  truths  ftill  we  are  qualified 
to  difcover  and  enjoy.  The  works  of  God, 
which  fill  an  unbounded  univerfe,  are  we 
fee  fufficient  to  gratify  our  boundlefs  defires, 
with  a  conftant  fupply  of  obje&s,  great, 
beautiful  and  new.  And  were  we  to  live 
forever,  'tis  evident  we  might  be  furniflied 
with  continual  entertainment  and  improve- 
ment to  eternity. 

But  although  we  are  formed  with  fuch 
large  defires  and  capacities  of  knowledge  and 
truth,  how  little  do  we  enjoy,  in  compari- 
fon  of  what  we  are  confcious  our  minds 
have  capacities  for  enjoying.  Educated 
amidft  errors  and  prejudices,  diverted  from 
the  purfuits  of  knowledge,  by  the  cares  and 
pleasures  of  the  animal  life,  and  inclofed 
within  flefhly  bodies,  which  allow  us  to  be 
converfant  only  with  the  furfaces  of  things 
r-^ — The  minute  particles,  which  conftitute 
the  various  natures  and  qualities  of  bodies, 
and  in  the  forming  and  moving  which  the 

Divine 
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Divine  Wifflotn  is  chiefly  exerted,  through 
their  finenefs,  efcape  the  notice  of  our  pre- 
fent grofs  organs.  We  are  confined  alio  to 
this  little  fpot  of  earth,  which,  in  comp*- 
rifon  of  the  vifible  univerfe,  is  but  as  a  grain 
of  fand  compared  to  our  earth.  We  find 
that  our  fpirits  are  capable  and  defirous  of 
knowing  and  admiring  the  laws,  according 
to  which  the  Almighty  moves  and  a&uatca 
the  various  worlds  that  roul  around  us;  and 
the  wonders  of  his  (kill  and  power  and  be- 
nevolence, to  be  obferved  in  the  infinitely 
various  creatures  and  productions  which  fill 

them but  for  this  our  prefent  J%tuationy 

and  thtjhortnefs  of  our  lives  difable  us. 

Certainly  then,  the  all-  wife  Father  of  our 
fpirits  would  not  have  formed  us  with  fuch 
unlimited  defires  of  knowledge  and  truth, 
and  apprehenfive  of  fcenes  and  objedts,  which 
would  fully  gratify  them  to  eternity,  had  he 
not  intended  that  they  fhould  be  gratified. 
As  our  capacities  of  knowledge  are  much 
too  big  for  the  prefent  (late  alone,  we  are 
certainly  defigned  for  another;  and  as  thefe 
large  and  noble  defires  and  capacities  of 
knowledge  can  only  be  filled  in  eternity, 
our  Creator  made  us  for  an  eternal  life.  And 
if  we  now  cultivate  a  difpoftfion  for  enjoying 
intelle<5tual  fatisfa&ions,  and  prefer  thefe  to 
paerely  animal  and  brutifh  pleafures*  we  may 
with  reafon  hope,  that  a  moft  wije  and  be- 
nevolent Creator,  who  hath  formed  us  for 

enjoying 
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epjoying  thefe,  will  indulge  us  in  the  en? 
joyment. 

Again,  upon  reflection  we  find,  that  wq 
are  formed  with  a  Urgenefs  and  benevolence 
of  foul,    which  intereft  us  ip  the  good  of 
every  rational  being  with  whom  we  are  ac- 
-  quainted,  and  qualify  us  to  receive  an  in- 
creafe  of  fatisf^&ion  from  every  qne,  whom 
we  fee  wife  and  good  and  happy.  This  large 
benevolence  of  foul  is  a  faint  resemblance  of 
the  unbounded  goodnefs  of  the  great  Father 
of  fpirits,  it  muft  therefore  be  his  will  that 
we  cultivate  it,  and  the  cultivation  will  cer- 
tainly render  us  acceptable  to  him,  and  the 
more  we  cultivate  it,  the  more  acceptable 
we  fhall  become.     This  largenefs  of  hearty 
though  a  difpofition  fo  worthy  and  amiable, 
is  not  in  this  life  gratified  to  a  thoufandth 
part  of  what  we  fee  it  might.     The  great 
abundance  of  folly,  vice  and  wretchednefs, 
in  the  prefent  mixt  ftate  of  difcipline  and 
trial,    difappoint  us   of  thefe   fatisfaitions, 
which  this  goodnefs  of  heart  is  defigned  to 
give  us,  and  often  make  it  an  occafion  of 
pain.     And   imperfectly  benevolent   as  we 
are,  we  cannot  but  earneftly  wifh,  and  hope 
to  fee  the  honed  and  friendly  among  man- 
kind, more  advantageoufly  fituated  for  vir- 
tue and  happinefs;    and  we   readily  con- 
clude, that  the  God  who  hath  formed  us 
to  defire  and  hope  this,  and  who  is  himfelf 

infinite  in  wifdopa,  power  and  benignity, 

■■';■•■■    ."         f  will 
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will  certainly  bring  all  boneft  and  friendly 
fpirits  to  fuch  a  (late  \  wherein  the  generous, 
affc&ion  by  which  we  refemble  him  /hall 
find  full  fatisfaSion.  in  prevailing  virtue, 
friendftiip  and  happinefs. 

Farther,  we  conclude  with  reafon,  from 
the  bbundlefs  extent  of  the  univerfe,  that 
mankind,  in  regard  to  the  refi  of  God's  mo- 
ral creation,  bear  not  the  proportion  of  one 
to  a  mil/ion;  and  that  the  innumerable 
worlds  which  roul  in  the  ftarry  heavens, 
are  like  our  earth  filled  with  rational  inha- 
bitants, in  whofe  good  we  fhould  naturally 
intereft  ourfelves,  and  in  whofe  virtue  and 
happinefs,  could  we  become  acquainted  with 
them,  we  might  be  in  a  manner  infinitely 
bleffed.  While  we  dwell  in  bodies  of  flefh, 
and  are  confined  to  this  globe,  we  are  necef- 
farily  excluded  from  thefe  divine  fatisfac- 
tions,  of  which  our  infinitely  beneficent 
Creator  hath  made  us  capable,  apprehen- 
five  and  defirous.  Had  it  not  been  intended 
that  we  fliould  fome  time  or  other  enjoy 
thefe,  he  would  not  have  fo  formed  us, 
that  fuch  apprehenfions  and  defires  fliould 
naturally  arifc  within  us ;  nor  can  our  cul- 
tivating a  refemblance  to  the  Deity,  in  an 
unlimited  benevolence  of  heart,  be  our  pu- 
nifhment ;  which  yet  it  would  prove  in  fome 
degree,  were  it  never  to  be  properly  grati- 
fied. We  may  therefore  chcarfully  culti- 
vate this  love  to  mankind,  and  open  our 

hearts) 
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hearts  to  comprehend  the  good  of  God's 
whole  moral  creation,  affured,  that  though 
we  cannot  fill  this  noble  capacity  with  its 
proper  happinefs  in  the  prefcnt  (late,  we  are 
defigned  for  another  5  wherein  we  fhali  find 
ourfelves  members  of  the  whole  family  of 
God,  inhabiting  the  heavens  as  well  as  the 
earth,  diftant  worlds  as  well  as  near,  and 
be  bleft  ourfelves  in  all  the  good  they  en- 
joy, in  all  the  infinite  communications  of 
bleflednefs,  which  they  will  be  forever  re- 
ceiving, from  the  boundlefs  ocean  of  life* 
intelligence  and  happinefs. 

For  finally,  we  are  confcious  that  we  are 
formed  to  be  fupreamly  blefled  in  the  know* 
ledge  and  love  of  God,  the  greateft  and  bed: 
of  beings.  Our  efteem  and  love  of  created 
excellence  lead  us  on  to  enquire  after,  to 
venerate  and  delight  in,  the  infinite  uncre- 
ated excellence.  And  (he  fatisfa&ions  which 
we  poffefs  in  the  conventions,  works,  cha- 
racters, and  friendship  of  the  wife  and  good* 
fatisfadtions  which  rife  in  proportion  to  their 
eminence  in  thefe  qualities,  naturally  lead 
us  to  feek  and  enjoy  far  fuperior  fatisfac- 
tions  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God  infi- 
nitely wife  and  beneficent,  and  in  a  good 
hope  of  his  favour.  At  prefent  we  have 
only  a  glimpfe  of  the  Divine  excellencies  and 
.works;  and  but  rarely  and  faintly  tafte  the 
fatisfattions  of  veneration,  love,  gratitude, 
and  hope  in  God,  in  comparifon  to  what 
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tvc  feel  our  fouls  capacitated  !o  enjoy.  Ouf 
grofs  flefhly  bodies  hide  God  from  the  view 
of  our  minds,  and  permit  us  to  fee  barely 
the  out  fide  of  his  works,  and  of  z  very  frnall 
part  of  thefe.  The  appetite9  and  wants  of 
our  animal  bodies  detain  us  for  a  great  part 
of  life,  from  the  purfuit  of  thefe  fatisfac- 
tions,  and  render  our  poffeffion  of  them  at 
heft  very  fliort  and  imperfect.  And  we  can 
feldom,  by  clear  and  fixed  meditation  on  tht 
perfedions  and  works  of  God,  excite  corre* 
fpondent  afFeftions  of  admiration  and  love* 
In  the  prefent  ftate  alfo  we  know  fo  little  of 
the  Divine  deiigng  and  difpenfations,  that 
dark  clouds,  and  puzzling  doubts  and  difficult 
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Dotting  fenfe  of  his  full  acceptance.  But 
were  our  acquaintance  with  this  infinitely 
Derfed  Being,  and  with  his  works,  to  end 
brever  at  death,  would  not  fo  wife  and 
jood  a  Father  have  made  it  eafier  for  us  to 
icquire  the  knowledge  and  love  of  himfelf*, 
md  to  enjoy  fatbfadOons  herein,  fome  way 
Proportionate  to  the  noble  capacities  with 
yhich  he  hath  formed  us?  As  we  are 
herefore  evidently  made  to  know  and  love 
Sod,  and  with  faculties  for  attaining  a  fu- 
Dream  bleffednefs  in  him ;  with  good  rea- 
bn  we  conclude,  that  we  were  made  for 
mother,  fate,  more  favourable  to  our  fully 
enjoying  this  felicity.  And  fince  the  per- 
fections and  works  of  God  being  infinite, 
ivill  fully  employ  our  ftudy,  admiration  and 
Dther  devout  afFe&ions  to  endlefs  ages,  we 
ilfo  with  reafon  conclude  ourfelves  made  for 
rternal  life,  and  refolve  to  cultivate  a  fu- 
pream  love  to  the  Deity.  And  although 
the  diftraftions,  errors,  doubts  and  dark- 
nefs,  attending  the  prefent  ftate,  will  allow 
us  to  know  but  little  of  this  infinitely  perfect 
Being,  and  to  love  him  Iefs>  in  proportion  to 
his  excellence,  and  the  capacity  of  our  own 
rational  powers,  yet  may  we  rejoice  in  the 
affured  hope,  of  foon  feeing  him  as  he  is  *, 
and  of  dwelling  in  his  prefence,   where  is 

*  1  John  iii,  2< 
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folnefs  of joy,  and  at  bis  right  band,  nvbert 
are  pkafuresfor  evermore  *. 

Thus  the  noble,  and  continually  inlarging 
faculties  of  the  human  mind,  which  qualify 
it  for  making  improvements  in  knowledge* 
goodnefs,  devotion,  and  felicity  to  eternity, 
compared  with  the  perfections  and  works  of 
the  Creator,  juftify  the  fuppofition  in  the 
text,  that  men  arc  defigned  for  an  eternal 
life,  and  fhould  determine  us  to  live  worthy 
fo  glorious  a  hope  ;  and  to  be  mainly  con- 
cerned while  we  live  here,  to  cultivate  thofe 
difpofitions,  which  are  the  qualifications  for 
being  happy  to  eternity,  in  employments 
and  pleafures  of  this  kind,  if  indeed  we  are 
happy  forever. 

Some  other  proofs,  fupplied  by  reafon,  of 
this  moft  important  truth,  I  (hall  offer  to 
your  thoughts  in  the  next  difcourfe. 

•  Pfalmxvi.  iu 
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SERMON    XVIII. 

Farther  Evidences  fupplied  by  Rea- 
fon  for  a  future  State. 

Ma&k  x.  if. 

And  when  he  was  gone  forth  info  the  way, 
there  came  one  running,  and  kneeled  to 
bim$  andajkedhtm,  Good  majler,  what Jh ah 
I  do  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  Ijfe  ? 

I  Am  illuftrating  the  following  important 
obfervation  contained  in  this  queftion. 
I.  Tis  fuppofed  by  it  as  an  acknowledged 
truth,  that  we  are  made  for  eternal  life. 
The  inquirer  docs  not  afk  jefiis,  whether 
men  were  defigned  for  immortality;  but 
taking  this  for  granted,  he  inquires  what  he 
mud  do  that  he  might  obtain  the  happi- 
nefs  of  an  everlafting  ftate.  That  this  was 
a  rational  fuppofition  has  been  proved,  by  its 
being  the  common  belitf  of  mankind  in  all 
ages.  The  univerfality  of  the  expe&atioii 
and  defire,  proves  them  to  be  natural;  and 
with  reafon  we  conclude,  that  a  moft  wife 
and  good  Creator  intended,  that  every  na- 
il h  tural 
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ural  defire  and  expe&ation  of  his  creatures 
hould  be  gratified,  and  especially  the  rnoft 
excellent  \  and  he  therefore  intended  113  for 
mmortality*  The  noble  and  perpetually  im- 
proving capacities  of  the  human  mindt 
vhich  qualify  us  for  advancing  in  knowledge, 
\wdnefc  and  devstiott  to  eternity,  are  alfo 
trong  a/Turances  given  us  by  our  mod  wife 
nd  benevolent  Creator,  that  he  designed  us 
or  an  eternal  life.  We  with  realon  con- 
lude>  that  the  Maker  of  the  eye  defigned  it 
or  feeing*  becaufc  we  can  ohferve,  that  itt 
sveral  coatsy  humours  and  mufclcs  are  adab- 
:d  to  anfwer  this  ufe*  And  with  like  evi- 
ence  we  can  infer,  that  God  made  the  hu- 
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difcipline,  in  which  we  are  to  be  trained  for 
a  following  eternity. 

But  we  may  take  a  fomewhat  different 
view  of  human  life,  which  will  offer  us  an-, 
other  proof,  that  we  are  made  for  a  future 
ftate. 

Experience  affures  us,  that  we  are  not 
only  creatures  capable  of  improvement,  but 
free  creatures,  who  can  approve  our  love 
and  adherence  to  what  is  morally  good  and 
amiable,  amidft  temptations  and  difficulties  ; 
and  who  may  deferve  well  or  ill  while  on 
this  fcehe  of  trial,  in  which  we  find  our- 
felves  converfant  and  exercifed.  And  if  our 
Creator  hath  made  us  capable  of  deferving 
well  or  ill,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
prefent  life  we  are  evidently  on  our  trial ; 
•we  are  certainly  defigned  for  another  ftate 
of  retribution,  and  mult  pafs  into  it,  and  be 
fuitably  treated  in  it. 

We  are  endowed  with  benevolent  affec- 
tions, and  formed  to  approve  a  kind  and 
companionate  temper  and  conduct,  and  to 
difapprove  the  contrary ;  to  think  the  one 
deferving  favour  and  reward,  and  the  other 
difpleafure  and  punifhment.  We  can  pur- 
fue  the  di&ates  of  our  natural  benevolence, 
do  good  to  others  and  delight  in  it.  And 
we  not  only  approve  benevolence,  but  thofe 
difpofitions and  a&ions  alfo  which  reafon  upon 
other  accounts  pronounces  to  be  right  and 
amiable,  and  can  cultivate  and  pra&ifc  thefe. 
H  h  2  We 
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We  can  become  grateful,  refigned  and  obe- 
dient to  God,  fincere,  equitable  and  faithful 
to  men,  and  prefer  adting  after  this  manner, 
before  gratifying  the  inclinations,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  intcrefts  of  the  merely  animal  and 
bodily  life.  As  we  naturally  approve  thefe 
difpofitions  and  actions*,  we  with  reafon 
conclude,  that  the  Author  of  our  frame, 
who  hath  taught  us  to  approve  them,  bim- 

felf  approves  them,  and  wills  that  we  (hould 
aft  accordingly,  and  find  our  happinefs  in 
this  courfe.  We  endeavour  then  to  become 
virtuous  and  pious,  and  to  be  happy  in  a 

life  of  virtue  and  piety But  through  the 

ftrength  of  the  animal  inclinations  and  paf- 
fions  in  general,  and  the  peculiar  force  of 
fome  constitutional  paffion ;  and  through 
the  additional  ftrength  given  to  thefe  by 
early  education  and  habit,  and  prevailing 
example ;  and  this  before  we  are  properly 
capable  of  controuling  or  correcting  them: 
we  find  it  a  long  and  difficult  work  to  eftab- 
lifh  habits  of  virtue  and  piety.  Life  is  a 
continual Jlruggk,  and  the  many  relapfes  in- 
to a  temper  and  conduit,  which  upon  re- 
flection we  condemn,  neceflarily  render  our 
virtue  and  piety,  and  the  fatisfadtions  de- 
rived from  thefe,  very  imperfeft.  If  after 
this  trial  we  are  to  enter  upon  another  fUte, 
the  prefent  ftate  is  rightly  ordered,  and  ap- 
pears worthy  the  fupream  wifdom,   redti- 

v'tude  and  goodnefs  of  our  Maker;    being 

adapted 
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adapted  to  exercife  and  improve  us  in  vir- 
tue, and  to  qualify  us  for  happinefs  and  re- 
ward. But  otherwife,  if  God  defigned  us 
to  be  happy  in  virtue  and  religion,  which 
we  conclude  from  his  forming  us  to  ap- 
prove thefe;  were  the  fatfcfadtions  arifing 
from  them  to  be  poffeft  folely  in  this  life, 
we  cannot  but  infer,  that  he  would  have 
made  it  more  eafy  to  acquire  thefe  difpo- 
fitions,  and  have  appointed  the  fatisfa&ions 
arifing  from  them  to  have  been  more  com- 
pleat  at  prefent,  if  we  were  to  expedl.  no- 
thing hereafter.  Would  he  have  made  us 
capable  of  the  mod  worthy  difpofitions,  and 
obliged  us  to  cultivate  them ;  and  yet  have 
appointed  the  acquifition  to  have  been  fo 
difficult  and  imperfedt,  that  we  (hould  have 
little  encouragement  to  labour  in  it  5  encou- 
ragement no  way  correfponding  to  the  dif? 
faulty  of  the  work,  and  the  infinite  munifir 
cence  of  the  Sovereign  ?  All  our  imperfec- 
tions confidered,  a  virtue  cheriflied  and 
eftablifhed  amid  ft  fuch  oppofition,  may  be 
more  worthy  a  reward,  than  a  more  com- 
pleat  redtitude,  amidft  circumftances  much 
more  favourable.  Is  it  not  then  with  good 
reafon  concluded,  that  as  our  Creator  defigned 
us  to  become  happy  in  virtue  and  piety,  and 
we  are  unavoidably  prevented  from  attain- 
ing fo  uniform  and  exalted  a  piety,  and  fq 
fteddy  and  extenfive  a  redkitude  of  temper 
ftpd  cqndudt,  as  wquM  render  us  happy  ip 
K  h  3  \fe* 
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the  prefent  life,  to  a  degree  worthy  the  be- 
nevolence of  our  Maker  and  Sovereign  ; 
he  hath  defigned  us  for  a  following  ft  ate  of 
retribution,  in  which  our  fmcerity  (hall  be 
rewarded,  by  our  being  freed  from  all  the 
hindrances  to  our  proficiencc,  and  becom- 
ing completely  bleflcd  in  the  perfection  of 
virtue  and  piety  ? 

Having  taken  a  brief  view  of  fome  proofs 
which  our  mental  frame  fupplie's,  that  wc 
are  made  for  immortality  ;  let  us  next, 

II.  Refledl  upon  the  difpenfations  of  God 
towards  men,  which  during  this  life  are  in- 
tirely  agreeable  to  a  ftate  of  trial,  but  not 
of  final  retribution  -,  and  we  may  from 
thence  draw  a  good  proof,  that  we  fhall  fur- 
vive  the  grave,  and  may  live  forever,  and 
forever  receive  from  the  unbounded  munifi- 
cence of  God,  the  rewards  of  virtue  and 
obedience  approved  in  the  pre/ent  ftate. 
There  is  no  more  certain  conclufion,  from 
the  perfed:  wifdom,  righteoufnefs  and  good- 
nefs  of  God,  the  moral  Governor  of  man- 
kind, than  that  he  delights  in  and  will  ap- 
prove perfons,  in  proportion  to  the  degrees 
of  their  moral  re&itude,  and  be  difplcafed 
with  them  in  proportion  as  vicious  and  irre- 
ligious difpofitions  prevail.  If  God  approve 
himfelfas  perfedtly  holy  and  good,  he  will 
approve  his  rational  and  free  creatures,  in 
proportion  to  their  proficiency  in.  holinefs 
and  goodnefs ;  and  being  Almighty,  Omni- 

prefent, 
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prefent,  and  the  Governor  of  the  world,  he 
will  not  fail  of  giving  proper  marks  of  his 
approbation  or  difpleafure.     And  what  caa 
thefe  be,  other  than  making  the  pious  and 
Virtuous  happy  in  proportion  to  their  good 
deferts,  and  the  vicious  wretched  in  propor- 
tion to  their  vicioufnefs  ?     This  reafoning 
appears  clear  and  concluftve.  And  yet  when 
we  confult  fad:  and  experience,  we  {hall  qot 
find  this  exa£i  proportion  of  happinefs  to 
virtue  and  piety,  or  of  mifery  to  vice,  taking 
place  univerfally  during  the  prefent  life.  We 
therefore  conclude,  that  the  prefent  is  a  ftate 
of  trial,  and  that  it  will  be  followed  with 
another  ftate  for  man,  which  will  prove  a 
ftate  ofexatf  retribution.     The  approbation 
or  difapprobation  of  an  all-wife  and  almigh- 
ty Being,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  forever, 
muft  certainly  produce  their  proper  effects 
one  time  or  other. 

God  hctfh  indeed,  by  the  natural  tenden-> 
cy  of  religion  and  virtue  to  produce  inward 
fatisfadtion,  health  of  body,  and  vigour  of 
mind,  and  to  procure  for  us  the  efteem, 
friendship  and  good  offices  of  others,  Shown 
his  approbation  of  them.  And  by  the  na- 
tural ill  effetfs  of  vice  and  impiety  on  the 
tempers,  characters,  health  and  external  cir- 
cumftances  of  men,  the  Author  of  nature 
hath  fhown  his  difapprobation  of  thefe.  But 
then  it  fhould  be  obierved,  that  in  the  pre- 
fent ftatea  we  not  only  depend  for  happi- 
H  h  4  nets 
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nefs  principally  upon  God%  and  upon  our-* 
felves,  but  alfo  upon  the  temperament  of  our 
kodies,  and  by  thefe  on  the  material  world, 
as  well  as  upon  mankind,  the  good  and  the 
bad.  And  farther,  by  the  fociaJ  affe&ions, 
and  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  the  like,  we  be- 
come grefttly  dependent  upon  other  men, 
who  are  far  from  purfuing  regularly  and 
pniverfally  the  defigns  of  the  Creator. 

If  a  pious  and  virtuous  perfon  therefore 
hath  derived  from  his  parents  a  Jickly  con- 
Jlitution%  of  which  we  have  inftances  innu- 
merable, or  by  fome  accident  or  other  hath 
h'ad  his  health  deftroyed,  notwithftanding  all 
his  benevolence,  temperance  and  piety,  he 
muft  ftruggle  with  continual  pains,  his  /pi- 
nts will  be  generally  low,  and  his  mind  often 
overfpread  with  melancholy;  and  he  will 
thus  be  deprived  of  that  ferenity  and  vigour 
of  mind,  that  eafe  and  health  of  body,  and 
thofe  chearful  hopes,  which,  but  for  this 
original  bad  conftitution,  or  this  unavoidable 
accident,  his  virtue  and  piety  were  adapted 
to  give  him ;  and  the  other  fatisfaftions 
fpringing  from  a  right  condudt,  will  to  him 
be  alio  much  lefs  fenfible  and  lively.  While 
on  the  other  hand  we  fee  many,  through 
the  advantages  of  an  originally  found  and  vi~ 
gorous  conftitution,  notwithftanding  their  w- 
cesx  enjoying  chearful  health  and  fpiritsj 
and  amid  ft  an  affluence  of  external  gratifi- 
cations, {bangers  to  thofe  forrows  which  the 

ptfepr 
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other  feels,  and  evading  the  reproaches  of 
their  own  minds,  and  many  other  deferved 
punifhmcnts. 

Again,  although  juftice,  integrity  and  be- 
nevolence naturally  conciliate  general  efteem 
and  affedtion,  and  give  noble  inward  fatif- 
fa&ion,  yet  the  follies,  vices  and  wretched- 
nefs  of  children,  or  of  other  near  relations* 
the  injuftice,  ingratitude  and  pervcrfenefs  of 
perfons,  among  whom  a  good  man's  lot  may 
be  caft,  the  tyranny  of  princes,  the  opprcf- 
fions  of  magiftrates,  or  the  degeneracy,  ca- 
lamities and  ruin  of  his  country,  will  in  fpite 
of  his  virtues  render  him  greatly  unhappy  j 
and  the  more  fo,  for  his  having  cherifhed 
thofe  tender  and  generous  affections,  which 
are  the  honour  of  the  human  heart.  While 
felfifhnefs,  thoughtieffnefs,  wealth  and 
power,  joined  with  artifice,  and  counte- 
nanced by  flattery  and  meannefs  of  fpirit  on 
the  fide  of  others,  will  exempt  wicked  men 
from  many  of  thofe  afflictions,  and  perhaps 
make  the  ballance  incline  to  their  fide  as  to 
prefent  enjoyment,  againft  the  afflicted  men 
of  virtue  $  or  will  at  leaft  prevent  the  one 
from  being  happy  in  this  life,  in  proportion 
to  his  virtue  and  good  defert,  and  the  other 
from  being  wretched,  in  proportion  to  his 
crimes. 

And  not  to  multiply  inftancgr,  a  pious 
and  judicious  man,  who  cultivates  juft  and 
honourable  conceptions  of  th?  b?ft  pf  Beings, 
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it  is  an  evident  truth,  that  under  the  govern*- 
ment  of  Infinite  Wifdom,  Righteoufnefs  and 
Goodnefs,  happinefs  mull  he  difpenfed  in 
proportion  to  virtue  and  piety,  and  mifery, 
to  wickednefs  and  impiety ;  if  this  propor*- 
tion  does  not  univerfally  take  place  in  the 
prefent  life,  'tis  certain  there  will  be  another 
life  for  men  wherein  it  will.  Since  then 
death  deftroys  not  the  foul,  but  as  onejimple 
individual  confcious  being,  it  is  naturally  in~ 
diffoluble  and  immortal,  and  the  rewards 
granted  in  another  date  to  an  approved  pie- 
ty and  virtue,  will  not  be  determined  by  the 
imperfedtion  of  thefe,  but  by  the  infinite 
riches  and  munificence  of  the  Supreme  Go- 
vernour,  who  delights  to  make  his  Creatures 
happy  to  the  full  of  their  capacities :  'tis  not 
only  certain,  that  there  is  a  future  life  and 
reward  appointed  for  the  good,  but  highly 
probable  that  this  life  is  eternal,  and  that  the 
reward  and  bleflednefs  will  be  commenfurate 
with  it.  It  was  not,  therefore,  without 
good  reafon  that  the  young  ruler  proceeded 
on  this  fuppofition*  and  addreffed  this  im- 
portant queftion  to  our  Lord,  what  he  mufi 
do,   if  be  would  inherit  eternal  life. 

Let  me  conclude  with  making  one  re- 
flection upon  this  firft  obfervation.  And 
have  we,  my  friends,  fuch  fatisfying  evi- 
dences in  the  frame  of  our  fouls,  and  in  the 
prefent  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence, 
as  well  as  exprefs  ajjurances  from  divine  re- 
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to  the  intcrefts  and  pleafures  of  this  fhort 
life,    with   the   neglect   of    eternity,    and 
chargeable  with  the  folly  and  guilt  of  con- 
tracting thofe  fenfual,  worldly,  and,  inordi- 
nate paflions,  which  difqualify  us  for  being 
happy  in  the  love  of  God  and  in  goodnefs? 
Have  fome  prefent  ever  ferioufly  confidered 
the  import  of  everlafting  life  and  blefled- 
nefs,  and  heartily  refolved  to  fecure  them  ? 
If  they  have  not,  can  they  bear  to  continue 
one  day  longer,  a  conduct  fo  monftroufly 
unreafonable  ?  Or  will  they  be  able  to  bear 
in  death,  or  after  it,  thofe  piercing  reflec- 
tions,   thofe  deferved   felf-reproaches,    and  . 
that  torturing  defpair  of  everlafting  life  and 
felicity,  which  the  having  facrificed  them 
to  the  intereft  of  a  fhort  life,  and  to  the 
gratifications  of  a  dying   body,  muft  pro- 
duce ? 

Have  we  minded  heaven  in  fome  degree, 
but  with  a  concern  far  below  its  worth, 
content  with  a  formal  fpiritUfs  religion, 
while  the  ardor  of  our  concern,  aflfedtions* 
and  endeavours,  hath  been  direded  to  the 
interefts  or  pleafures  of  the  prefent  life  ?  Do 
we  often  facrifice  opportunities  for.  improve- 
ment in  real  devotion,  and  preparing  our- 
felves  for  the  joys  of  the  Divine  Prefence, 
to  the  amufements  of  a  thoiightlefs  indo- 
lence or  fenfuality,  or  to  the  purfuits  of  a 
reftlefs  avarice  ?  Do  we  facrifice  opportuni- 
ties for  tying  up  treafures  in  heaven  by  a 
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and  improve  in  goodnefs,  integrity,  meek- 
nefs,  patience,  charity,  in  moderation  to  this 
world,  and  in  a  difpofition  for  the  pleafure's 
of  the  mind,  as  becomes  perfons  who  would 
be  found  meet  to  join  the  fociety  of  angels 
and  kindred  fpirits,  and  to  be  bleffed  for  ever 
with  them,  in  difinterefted  friendship,  un- 
bounded benevolence,  and  divine  love  raifed 
to  perfe&ioh.  You  muft  aft  thus,  if  you 
will  behave  as  becomes  rational  fcnd  immor- 
tal beings ;  for  neither  reafon  nor  revelation 
allows  you  to  expert  that  you  (hall  obtain 
everlafting  happinefs  in  any  other  way.  And 
nothing  is  more  cefrtain,  than  that  we  muft 
be  found  meet  for  heaven,  if  we  Would  en- 
joy it ;  and  labour  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
if  we  would  receive  the  reward  of  eternal 
life.  Of  this  I  fhali  endeavour  fully  to 
convince  you  in  treating  the  fecond  obser- 
vation on  the  text. 

May  a  gracictas  God  make  what  hath 
been  now  offered  effectual,  to  excite  us  all 
to  live  as  the  heirs  of  everlafting  life  and 
bleflednefs !  Amen. 
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anfwer  to  it,  that  fome thing  is  to  be  done  by  us% 
if  we  wouU  inherit  eternal  life.  That  we  - 
muft  work  the  work  of  God,  before  we  can, 
with  any  reafon,  hope  to  be  thus  rewarded* 
and  become  in  our  difpofition  qualified  to  en- 
joy an  heavenly  and  immortal  life,  before 
We  can  be  admitted  to  pojfefs  it*  What  mujl 
I  do  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life  ? 

There  have  been  perfons  who  would  fain 
perfuade  themfelves  and  others,  that  nothing 
was  to  be  done  in  ofder  to  attain  eternal  life 
and  blefledncft.  That  it  would  be  a  leffen- 
ing  the  riches  of  the  Divine  Grace,  if,  in  con- 
ferring the  greatefl  favours, .  everlafting  life 
and  bleflednefs  in  heaven,  God  made  a  dif- 
tiri&ion  between  the  grateful,  the  pious  and 
obedient,  and  the  ungrateful,  lazy,  fenfuat 
and  wicked ;  that  is,  if  he  adted  with  wif- 
dom  as  well  as  with  goodnefs.  But  fuch 
perfons  neither  underftand  the  nature  of  the 
divine  benignity  j  nor  of  human  happinefs. 

The  goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Parent  and 
Governor  is  a  perfe&ion;  which  determines 
him  to  confer  his  favours  and  gifts  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  will  moft  promote  the  im- 
provement and  holinefs  of  his  rational  crea- 
tures, and  the  general  good  of  his  moral 
creation*.  Gratitude,  love,  and  devotednefs 
to  God,  a  prevailing  love  of  virtue  or  moral 
rectitude,  and  a  fixed  difpofition  to  do  good, 

*  Exod,  xxxiv.  6,  7.     Pfal.  lxxiii.  1.    Ron),  ii.  4. 
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id  delight  in  it>  are  at  the  fame  time  the 
:r  fed  ion  of  rational  creatures,  and  the  fourct 
*  their   noble  ft  fatisfa&ions.     Could  it  be 
ppofed,   then j  that  God  would  confer  his 
oil   valuable    favours,   and  efpecially   the 
eatcft  of  all,  eternal  life,  alike  upon  the 
igrateful  and  vicious,  and- the  grateful  and 
rtuuu*j  would  he  not  thus  encourage  dif- 
>fitions  which  produce  grezt  mifcry  to  his 
tional  creatures,  and  diicourage  their  dil- 
ution of  what  conftitutes  their  higheft  hap- 
nels !  But  this,  as  it  Would  be  producing 
*neral  miichicf,    is  a  conduit  which  can 
?vcr  with  truth  be  afcribed  to  the  Supreme 
ui  A  I  wife  Goodnefs* 
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positions,  which,  when  they  are  raifed  to 
their  highefl  improvement,  and  when  we 
are  moft  advantageoufly  (ituated  for  exer- 
cifing  them  to  perfection  in  the  world  of 
immortality,  will  render  us  compleatly  and 
for  ever  blefled.  Perfons  may  enjoy  large 
meafurcs  of  external  and  bodily  gratifications; 
without  virtue  or  religion  ;  but  thefe  consti- 
tute not  the  happinefs  of  a  rational  and  im- 
mortal being.  This  muft  arife  from  the 
beft  exercife  of  his  moral  powers  upon  ob- 
jedts  fuited  to  them,  and  from  the  peculiar 
favour  of  the  Deity,  confequent  upon  this 
right  temper  and  condud!.  The  young  ruler 
therefore  concluded,  that  he  mujl  do  fome- 
thing*  if  he  would  inherit  eternal  life,  and 
even  make  it  his  principal  bufinefs.  And 
our  Divine  Matter,  by  his  anfwer,  confirm- 
ed this  juft  apprehenfion  2  Thou  knowefi  the 
commandments,  do  not  commit  adultery,  da 
not  kill,  do  not  fieal>  do  not  bearfalfe  wit- 
ne/s,  honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  and 
thou  /halt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf 

As  this  is  a  truth  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance, and  on  our  full  and  fteady  perfuafion 
of  it  depends  the  chearful  and  perfevering 
practice  of  what  is  really  neceflary  to  our 
obtaining  eternal  life,  I  (hall  confirm  the 
doctrine  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  human  foul,  from  Gods  method  of 
treating  us  in  the  prefent  life,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  prefent  ftate,  as  a  ftate  ofproia- 
I  i  2  lion. 
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tion,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  bleffedmji 
which  will  be  enjoyed  in  the  world  of  life* 
and  immortality. 

I.  This  truth,  that  our  final  happinefs 
will  depend  upon  what  we  now  do,  and  muft 
be  fecured  by  iconftant  courfe  ef  weUrdoingi 
is  evident  from  the  nature  of  the  human  foul. 
Our  mental  faculties  are  not  given  to  us  in  a 
ftate  of  maturity,  but  by  cultivation  and  w- 
ercife  are  to  be  raifed  to  this  (late.  We  are 
formed  alfo  to  bedome  happy  in  aSlion,  but 
not  in  all  forts  of  aftion,  fince  the  produce 
of  fome  a&iens  is  fhame  and  mifery.  *Tis 
therefore  evident  that  we  muft  aft  right,  if 
we  would  be  happy.  We  have  underftand- 
ings  capable  of  the  exalted  pleafures  of 
knowledge  and  truth  j  but  in  order  to  pof- 
fefs  ourfelves  of  thefe  pleafurcs,  we  muft 
accuftom  ourfelves  to  meditation,  attentive 
reading,  and  obfervation,  muft  refledt  upon 
Ourfelves,  ftudy  the  works  of  God,  confult 
the  knowing  and  wife  in  their  books  or  con- 
versation, and  the  like :  otherwife,  by  our 
intellectual  faculties  capable  of  divine  plea- 
fures,  we  fhall  yet  enjoy  little  more  of  them 
than  the  brutes.  We  are  born  alfo  with 
benevolent  affedtions  and  aftive  powers, 
which,  under  the  direftion  of  prudence  and 
benevolence,  will  give  us  the  noble  fatis- 
faftions  of  confeious  goodnefs,  deferved  ef- 
teeni,  and  a  juft  felf- approbation.  Yet,  un- 
lefs,  by  proper  exercifes,  we  improve  our 

rational; 


fhat'we  do  the  Work  of  God.        ^85 

notional  and  adtive  powers,  and  qualify  our- 
felves  to  become  ufeful  to  others,  and  by 
a  repetition  of  kind  adtions,  eftablifh  a  gene- 
rous difpofition,  promote  the  good  of  others, 
and  deferve  their  efteem ;  we  can  no  more 
enjoy  thefe  godlike  fatisfadtions,  than  we 
can  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  the  light  without 
opening  our  eyes  upon  it,  or  of  agreeable 
food,  without  eating  k. 

Would  we  know  the  fatisfadiions  of  a 
ftrong  and  vigorous  mind;  we  muft  ftrength- 
en  our  minds  by  proper  exercifes  of  confi- 
deration,  refolution,  and  right  ailing.  Would 
we  know  the  fatisfa&ions  of  a  mind  clear 
and  calm,  and  of  moderate  paffions ;  we 
muft  by  proper  refledtions  and  reftraints  mo- 
derate our  paffions,  and  accuftom  them  to 
be  fabmiffive  to  ceafon. 

In  (hort,  all  our  improvements,  felf- 
enjoyments,  valuable  fatisfadtions  and  ufe- 
fulnefs,  depend  upon  our  forming  good  ha- 
bits 3  that  is,  upon  long  continued  courfes 
of  doing  well  in  every  kind.  'Tis  evident* 
Jy,  therefore,  the  intention  of  our  Maker, 
that  we  Should  become  happy  in  this  way ; 
and  that  if  we  would  be  blefled  in  a  future 
everlafting  ftate,  we  muft  prepare  ourfelves 
for  happinefs,  by  cultivating  and  exerting 
aright  our  intellectual  and  moral  powers  in 
the  prefent.  What  fatisfadiions  can  com- 
pare with  thofe,  which  are  caufed  by  a  juft 
felf-approbation,  and  by  knowing  ourfelves 
1  i  3  approved 
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approved  of  God  ?  And  what  more  evident, 
than  that  we  tnuft  cherilh  thofe  difpofitions? 
and  perform  thofe  adlions  to  which  our  juft 
felf-approbation  is  annexed,  if  We  would 
enjoy  this  $  as  we  muft  ftm  if  we  would 
reap  *,  or  make  a  good  piece  of  clock-work, 
if  we  would  receive  from  good  judges  the 
praife  and  reward  of  making  it  ? 

The  fuppofed  Imputation  oiCbrift's  Rigtyt- 
oufnefs  will  not  help  out  the  idle  and  vicious. 
For  befides  that,  God  will  fee  us  to  be  wh»t 
we  really  are,  and  abhor  us,  if  we  are  ki 
our  difpofitions  the  obje&s  of  his  abhorrence, 
how  much  foever  he  approves  the  merit  and 
obedience  of  his  Son ;  yea,  for  this  very 
Reafon,  that  he  approves  thefe.— -Unlefs 
the  imputation  of  another's  eafe  and  health, 
to  a  man  tortured  by  the  ftone,  or  difabled 
by  the  palfey,  could  give  this  perfon  the 
pleafures  of  health  and  vigour,  while  yet  he 
continued  rack'd  by  the  ftone,  or  impotent 
through  the  palfey:  the  imputation,  were  it 
poflible,  of  the  holinefs  and  devotion  of 
Chrift  to  them,  cannot  make  thefe  perfons 
happy  in  heaven,  whofe  mental  powers,  by 
negligence  and  vicious  practices,  are  difabled 
for  the  exercifes  of  holinefs  and  devotion. 
Nor  have  thefe  Perfons  any  room  for  hope, 
that  God  will  reverfe  the  ftanding  laws  of 
the  moral  conftitutiqn,  and  by  a  miracle  ia 
their  favour  change  their  tempers,  and  qua- 
lify them  for  heaven  :  fincc 

*  Galatians  vi.  7. 
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II.  His  method  of  treating  us  in  the  pre- 
Jent  life>  and  difpenfing  to  us  the  beft  blcfs- 
ings  of  it,  proves,  that  he  can  only  delight  in 
us  and  make  us  happy,  according  as  we  ex- 
^rt  and  improve  the  powers  which  he  hath 
given  us,  and  ufe  aright  his  bounties.  The 
earth  doth  not  yield  to  us  the  ncceflaries  or 
accommodations  of  life  without  culture.;  nor 
are  its  produ&ions  formed  into  proper  uten- 
fils,  inftruments,  t)r  enjoyments,  without 
the  ftudy  and  labour  of  men.  Nor  are  per- 
fons  born  poffeft  of  neceffary  or  ufeful  arts, 
but  are  left  to  acquire  them  by  ftudy,  obfer- 
vation  and  praftice.  Stones  muft  be  dug 
with  labour  out  of  the  quarry,  and  with  (kill 
and  labour  polifhed ;  the  trees  with  labour 
cut  down,  and  their  timber  with  labour 
and  fkill  divided,  framed,  and  then  put  to- 
gether again,  before  we  can  have  rhc  pro- 
tection and  convenience  of  houfes.  The 
wool,  (ilk,  flax,  or  cotton,  muft,  with  like 
fkill  and  labour  be  prepared,  fpun  and  wove, 
before  we  can  have  beautiful  and  convenient 
clothing.  What  labour  and  art  muft  men 
ufe  with  their  fields,  orchards,  vineyards, 
and  gardens,  and  with  the  productions  of 
thefe,  before  we  can  enjoy  xiourifhing  and 
pleafant  bread,  refre(hing  liquors,  or  gene^ 
rous  wine.  And  the  various  arts,  which 
contribute  to  the  more  elegant  entertain- 
ments of  life,  fuch  as  mufick,  painting, 
ftatuary,  and  the  like,  all  require  attentive 
I  i  4  ftudi{ 
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ftudy  and  laborious  exercife  before  we  cant 
mailer  them,  and  produce  their  proper  ef- 
fects. 

And  even  where  the  Author  of  Nature, 
by  appoint  ng  fooie  perfons  to  be  born  to 
affluence,  and  epjoyments  pf  various  kinds, 
without  their  own  care  or  providing,  fcems 

to  have  departed  from  this  rule, not  to 

obferve  even  here,  that  this  abundance  wap 
the  fruit  of  the  cares  and  labours  of  fome 
other  perfons,  though  not  of  the  fortunate 
heir ;  if  he  would  derive  from  thefe,  fatisfao 
tions  worth  naming,  he  muft,  by  pains  and 
fludy,  inrich  his  mind  with  valuable  know- 
ledge, regulate  and  refine  his  paffions,  by 
temperance  and  exercife  acquire  and  imr 
prove  health  of  body  and  ftrength  of  mind, 
and  learn  the  art  of  ufing  well  abundance, 
in  difcovering  and  rewarding  merit,  relieving 
the  neceflltous,  and  doing  good  extenfive- 
ly,  diftinguifhing  the  different  natures  and 
values  of  pleafures,  and  preferring  the  mod 
valuable,  and  the  like.  Otherwise,  inftead 
of  deriving  from  his  abundance  honour  and 
fatisfadtion,  he  will,  by  prodigality,  intem- 
perance, and  debauchery,  derive  little  morp 
than  furfeits,  fickntffes,  difappointments, 
contempt,  diffatisfadtion,  and  death,  un- 
timely and  unpitied. 

And  if  this  be  the  method,  according  tp 
which  the  wife  benevolence  of  the  Deity  dif- 
penfes  to  men  the  lefs  valuable  enjoyments 
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the  prefent  ftate ;  and  if  he  requires  from 
,  that  we  fhould  really  do  a  great  deal,  if 
5  would  gain  or  enjoy  any  confiderable 
rtion  of  thefe,  can  we  reafonably  hops 
at  he  will  confer  eternal  life,  and  the  blifs 

angels  upon  thofe,  for  whom  he  judges 
e  common  bleffings  of  this  mortal  life  to$ 
od  ?  That  when  they  are  found  not  to  be 
\thful  in  the  deceitful  Mammon*  he  will 
mmit  to  their  truft  the  true  riches!  An<J 
len  they  have  proved  themfelves  to  be  un- 
Drthy  and  unfaithful  in  what  was  commit- 
1  to  them  as  another 's,  he  will  give  them 
srnal  life  and  happinefs  as  their  own  *  ?  If 
1  determine  after  this  manner,  we  mud: 
:e#ly  contradict  our  Divine  Mafter,  who 
s  other  wife  determined  5  as  alio  fet  up  our 
/n  fond  and  lazy  wiflies  and  conceits,  in 
pofition  to  the  method  which  the  wifdon* 

God  hath  taken.  In  fhort,  when  the 
vj  and  vicious  find  their  fields,  without 
lture,  loaded  with  plenty;  their  barns, 
ithout  reaping  or  gathering,  filled  with 
jits ;  and  their  tables,  without  their  owi> 

others  providing,  fpread.  with  all  the  va- 
ries of  luxury $  and  their  health  and  vi<- 
>ur  continued,  notwithftanding  daily  in- 
lion  and  intemperance ;—  when  they 
id  this  done,  and  not  till  then,  may  they, 
d  others,  with  Tome  appearance  of  reafon, 

J  JLulfCxyi.  ii. 
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hope,  that  a  wife  God,  without  their  hat- 
ing done  any  thing  to  intitle  themfclves  to 
the  reward,  or  attemper  themfelves  to  the 
bleffednefs,  will,  when  they  leave  this  world, 

i>ut  them  into  pofleffion  of  the  everlafting  ft- 
icitics  of  heaven.  Farther, , 
*  III.  The  nature  of  the  prefent  ftate  as  a 
ftate  of  trial  proves,  that  we  muft  do  the 
'work  of  God,  before  we  receive  his  reward \ 
and  evidence  thejlrengtb  and  conftancy  of  our 
love  to  God,  and  adherence  to  righteoufnefti 
amidft  difficulties  and  temptations  •,  before 
he  can  fully  approve  us,  as  meet  for  eternal 
life.  The  New  Teftament,  in  places  too 
numerous  to  be  all  cited,  represents  this 
life  as  a  ftate  of  probation ;  particularly  when 
it  defcribes  us  as  Rewards  • ,  who  njuft  be 
called  to  account^  as  fervants  intrufted  by 
their  Lord  with  feveraf  talents,  and  rewards 
ed  or  punched  according  to  their  improver 
ment  or  wafte  of  thefe.  And  where  the 
Chriftian  life  is  compared  to  a  rate  +,  or  to 
a  combat ;  and  eternal  life  called  the  prize  of 
thofe  ivfto  run  with  patience,  or  conquer  with 
fefolution.  And  St.  Peter  exhorts  Chrif- 
tians  to  J  rejoice  amid/l  manifold  temptations, 
5n  hope  that  the  trial  of  their  faith  will  be 
found  to  praife,  and  honour,  and  glory,  at  the 
appearing  of  Jefus  Chrijl.     Our  Lcird  the 

*  Luke  xvi.    Matth.  xxv.  f  Hcb.  xii.  i,?-r 

i  Cor,  ix.  24.  I  1  Pet,  i,  6.— Rev,  iii.  22. 
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judge  alio  declares  exprefsly,  that  they  alone 
who  proved  faithful  *  in  the  things  com- 
mitted to  them,   (ball  enter  .into  the  joy  of 
their  Lord*     And  a  judicious  reflection  upon 
human  nature*  and  upon  the prefentftate,  will 
convince  us,  that  this  is  the  truth  of  our  cafe* 
We  are  naturally  apprebenfive  of  a  right 
and  wrong  in  adlions ;  and  which  is  a  proof 
pf  it,  words  of  this  import  are  to  be  found 
in  all  languages ;  and  judgments  of  this  fort 
are  formed  by  all  men  in  relation  to  their 
own  aftions*  and  the  adions  of  others.    We 
are  confeious  alfo,  that  we  can  chufe  and 
praftife  what  we  approve  as  right*  and  reje£i 
what  we  condemn  as  wrong.    We  are  ca- 
pable of  the  pleafures  of  indulged fenfe  and 
inclination*  and   of  the  pleafures   of  right 
fitting,   of  a   juft  J elf- approbation,    and   of 
pope  in  Qod.     And  where  thefe  interfere, 
nve  can  rejedt  the  former,  and  adhere  to  the 
latter.     In  confequence  of  this,  the  world 
which  we  inhabit  offers  us  numberlefs  trials 
of  our  virtue,  and  of  our  fidelity  to  God  j 
and  we  naturally  approve  ourfelves  or  others, 
US  we  are  faithful  to  our  duty  againft  temp- 
tations ;  and  as  naturally  conclude  ourfelvesf 
on  this  account,  to  be  approved  by  God. 
And  let  the  character  and  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  be  fairly  reprefented,   we  can? 
not,  if  we  would,  inwardly  approve  the  man, 
who  fecrificcs  integrity  to  gain,  who  prefers 

#  Matth.xicv.  21. 
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a  covetous  faving  to  a  generous  charity, 
debauchery  to  health,  reafon  and  modefty, 
or  a  tboughtlefs  pleafurable  life  before  cul- 
tivating a  fenfe  of  God,  and  of  our  obliga- 
tions to  him,  and  a  concern  to  be  approved 
in  his  fight. 

We  naturally  alfo  conned  the  ideas  of 
good  defert  with  piety,  gratitude,  equity, 
kindnefs,  temperance,  and  modefty ;  and  we 
as  naturally  conned:  the  ideas  of  *'//  dejcrty 
and  obnoxioufnefs  to  the  Divine  difpleafure 
and  puniftiment,  with  impiety,  ingratitude, 
cruelty,  injuftice,  treachery,  debauchery, 
and  the  like.  It  (hocks  an  honeft  and  con- 
iiderate  mind,  to  think  of  God  as  indiffer- 
ent to  vice  and  wickednefs,  and  much  more 
as  approving  them  ->  or  as  without  compla- 
cency in  virtue  and  piety.,  and  unconcerned 
to  encourage  them  by  his  favour  now,  and 
his  rewards  hereafter.  And  it  hath  been  a 
prevailing  fentiment  with  mankind,  that  the 
Deity,  after  he  hath  allowed  men  a  compe- 
tent time  to  acquire  and  fix  a  chara&er,  and 
to  manifeft  whether  they  will  be  righteous 
or  wicked,  will  remove  them  hence,  and 
judge  and  difpofe  of  them  to  happinefs  or 
mifery,  according  to  their  works.  Were 
there  not  an  eflential  fitnefs,  that  free  crea- 
tures fhould  be  tried  and  approved  before 
fhey  are  fixed  in  happinefs;  we  cannot  think 
a  rnoft  wife  and  benevolent  God  and  Father 
^would  have  purfued  this  method,  even  with 
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the  hazard  of  the  perdition  of  fuch  num- 
bers who  prove  reprobate.  That  the  angels, 
the  only  intelligent  and  free  creatures,  of 
whofe  ftate  we  have  any  knowledge,  befides 
men,  were  tried,  is  .evident  from  the  faM 
and  ruin  of  the  devil  and  bis  angels.  And 
the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us,  that  even 
the  *  Son  of  God  learnt  obedience  by  the  things 
which  hefuffered\  and  being  made perfeft,  be- 
came the  author  of  eternal  fahation  to  all  them 
who  obey  him.  'Tis  therefore  a  Divine  deter- 
mination, founded  upon  unalterable  reafons, 
that  free  beings  fhould  be  tried  and  approved 
before  they  are  eftablifhed  in  eternal  life  and 
felicity. 

This  being  then  the  nature  of  man,  and 
thefe  our  natural  apprehenfions  and  expe&a- 
tions,  'tis  evident,  that  we  arc  upon  our  trial. 
And 'tis  as  evident,  that  if  we  would  be  ap- 
proved by  God  at  the  clofe,  we  muft  prac- 
tife  thofe  adtions  now,  which  will  form  and 
eftablifh  good  difpofitions ;  and  faithfully  do 
the  work  which  he  hath  affigned  us,  if  we 
would  receive  the  rewards  of  diligence  and 
fidelity.  «f-  Be  not  deceived,  fays  the  Apoftle, 
God  is  not  mocked;  for  wbatfoevera  manjow- 
etby  that  Jhall  he  alfo  reap.  It  is,  you  fee, 
endeavouring  to  mock  God,  who  will  not  be 
impofed  upon,  to  pretend  that  we  (hall  reap 
different  from  what  we  have  fown :  and  af- 

•  Hcb.  v.  8.  t  Galae.  vi.  7. 
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tcr  we  hwcfown  to  the  fiefb,  to  pretend  id 
reap  of  the  Spirit  life  everlajting.  Men  do 
not  gather  grapes  of  tbotns,  or  Jigs  of  tbifileL 
No  more  will  they  receive  from  God  at  laft 
the  rewards  of  goodnefs,  who  have  done 
evil ;  or  the  rewards  of  gratitude,  love,  and 
devotcdnefs  to  him,  who  have  chofen  to  live 
cftranged  from  him.  God  fees  every  perfofl 
and  character  to  be  what  they  really  are,  hi 
hveth  righteoufne/s  and  bateth  iniquity ;  and 
will  thcrefote,  at  the  conclufion  of  our  ftatd 
of  probation  *,  render  unto  all  according  to 
their  works ;  punifh  the  wicked  with  ever  loft- 
ing dejiruftion  from  his  prefence%  and  receive 
the  righteous  to  life  eternal.  It  is  therefore 
manifeftly  neceflary,  that  we  do  the  work 
of  the  righteous  now,  if  we  would  receive 
the  reward  of  righteoufnefs  at  laft* 

This  will  be  ftill  more  evident  to  thofe 
who  confider, 

IV.  The  nature  of  the  ilejfednefs  which  is 
to  be  enjoyed  in  the  world  of  life  and  im* 
mortality.  This  is  fuch  as  they  alone  cad 
enjoy,  who  have  in  this  life  done  the  work 
of  God.  Merely  animal  and  fenfitive  plea- 
fures  frequently  offer  themfclves,  and  may 
be  enjoyed  without  much  preparatory  culti- 
vation of  the  feveral  faculties ;  but  thefe  plea- 
fares  all  ceafe  in  death,  perifibing  with  the 

*  Rom.  ii.  6.    2  Thcff.  i.  9.    Matth.  xxv.  46. 
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animal  body,  *  in  which  the  organs  for  con- 
teying  them  are  rooted;  and  they  cannot 
therefore  be  the  final  happinefs  of  man* 
Death  will  reduce  all  thofe  to  an  utter  wane 
and  defpair  of  happinefs,  who  know  and 
relifh  no  higher  fatisfadions  than  thefe.  In- 
Ulle&ual  and  moral  delights,  fuch  as  the 
pleafures  of  the  Divine  prefence  are,  require  , 
minds  improved  by  long  virtuous  practice 
and  pious  cxercifes,  in  thofe  who  would  en-* 
joy  them.  And  without  this  preparation, 
pcrfons  being  prefent,  and  performing  the 
external  actions,  from  which  well  prepared 
'  minds  derive  the  nobleft  fatisfa&ions,  inftead 
of  yielding  like  fatisfa&ions  to  the  feafual 
and  indevoiit,  would  to  them  be  tedious  and 
confounding. 

It  is  a  principal  part  of  the  heavenly  blef~ 
fednefs,  that  they  -ffee  God,  that  they  praift 
and  love  and  obey  him  in  perfection  j  and 
are  tranfported  with  the  afTurances  of  his 
full  favour.  Tis  therefore  evidently  our 
concern  on  earth,  to  acquaint  our/elves  wtfr 
Godt  to  cultivate  veneration,  gratitude,  and 
love  to  the  greateft  and  belt  of  beings,  to 
contemplate  his  perfections  and  ftudy  his 
•works,  to  celebrate  his  benefits,  and  prac- 
fife  what  we  know  to  be  pleating  to  him  * 
thus  forming  ourfclves  to  delight  fupremely 
in  God,  and  become  qualified  for  his  ap~ 

*  1  Co*,  vi.  13^        f  Mattk  v.  8.    Rev.  xxii.  3, 
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probation  :  as  we  would  find  ourfelves  cook 
pleatly  bleffed,  in  the  beft  performance  of 
thcfc  devout  excrcifes  before  the  divine 
throne,  and  in  knowing  ourfelves  accepted 
of  God.  How  can  that  perfon  be  happy  in 
feeing  God  in  heaven,  who  now  chufes  to 
live  in  ignorance  and  forgetfulnefs  of  him  ? 
How  can  they  be  bleffcd  in  contemplating 
the  confummate  purity  and  righteoufnefiiof 
God,  who  themfelves  delight  in  impurity 
and  unrighteoufnefs,  and  who  know  them-' 
felves  to  be  on  this  account  offenfive  to  God  ? 
How  can  they  be  blcfied  in  contemplating 
and  adoring  the  unbounded  benevolence  of 
the  Deity  j  who,  inftead  of  deriving  their 
mod  valued  fatisfadtions  from  a  warm  be- 
nevolence of  heart,  and  an  extenfive  bene- 
ficence, have  generally  preferred  the  fatis- 
fa&ions  of  a  brutifh  fenfuality,  and  a  bafe 
felfifhnefs,  before  this  divine  difpofition;  and 
who,  knowing  themfelves  to  be  thus  utter- 
ly unlike  the  Deity,  muft  know  themfelves 
condemned  by  him  ? 

Again,  we  are  aflured  that  no  *  unrigbtt* 
cus  or  unclean  perfon  can  enter  the  heavenly 
yerufa/em,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  all 
righteous,  and  where  the  fpiritsofthea/q#ff» 
are  made  perfeft  in  charity,  or  goodnefs  and 
friendflbip.  Their  conventions,  employ- 
ments, and  friendfhips,  are  all  fuitable  to 

•  Rev.  xyl  7.    f  Hcb.  $ii,  23.    1  Gdr,  liu.'  8* 
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theit  nature,  and  their  happinefs  eonfequently 
arifes  from  increafing  knowledge  of  the 
divine  excellencies  and  works,  from  an  im- 
proving veneration,  love,  and  devotednefs 
to  the  Deity ;  from  admiration,  gratitude, 
and  love  to  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviour  of 
men,  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  being  in- 
tirely  devoted  to  him,  and  having  refembled 
him  while  upon  earth  in  pietyy  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  mercy ;  and  therefore  being  fully 
approved  and  beloved  by  him  in  heaven; 
from  continual  communications  of  tho 
nobleft  truths,  and  perpetually  renewed  in- 
fiances  of  a  juft  efteem  and  a  difintcrcfted  af- 
fe&ion.  And  is  it  not  evident,  that  if  we 
would  enjoy  thefe  fatisfadtions,  we  muft 
have  before -cultivated  a  fenfe  of  what  is  ex- 
cellent and  amiable  in  difpofition  and  con-* 
dudt,  and  a  love  to  it,  a  piety,  rcdtitude, 
and  goodnefs  of  heart  ?  And  the  fcnfual,  the 
irreligious,  the  covetous  and  unjuft,  to  whom 
the  conventions  and  entertainments  of  the 
wife,  the  pious  the  generous  and  charitable 
are  now  burdenfome,  can  never  be  qualified 
to  enjoy  their  efteem  and  friendship  in 
heaven,  and  to  be  happy  in  them.  Ti9 
therefore  manifeft,  that  if  we  would  be 
blefled  in  the  fociety  of  angels  and  Jpirits 
made  perfe&  above,  we  muft,  by  obeying 
the  divine  precepts  of  righteoufnefs,  truth, 
purity,  goodnefs  and  mercy,  form  our  minds 
to  delight  in,  and  pradtife  thefe  below,  and 
JC  k  thus 
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thus  prepare  ourfelves  to  become  blefied 
with  the  perfeB  in  thefe  difpofitions  in  hea- 
ven. 

Finally,    the  confcioufnefs  of  having  ap- 
proved ourfelves,  though  amidft  many  fins 
and  defeds,  grateful  and  obedient  to  God*  . 
and  being  fully  and  publickly  owned  by  hii%  [ 
and  by  the  Redeeemer  y  and  thus  knowing^ 
ourfelves  to  be  amiable  in  their  fight:  are' 
among  the  moft  exalted  delights  of  beaver 
But  how  can  any  recplye  this  teftimony  from 
their  confciences,  who  have  not  before  prac- 
ticed what  their  confidences,  enlightened  by 
the  divine  law,  enjoin  ?  Or  how  rejoice  hi 
the  full  approbation  of  God,  and  of  Jefus 
the  Judge  >  who,  inftead  of  living  obedient 
to  their  laws,  have  lived  ia  the  pra&ice  of 
what  they  utterly  diflike* 

'Tis  then  evident  to  demonstration,  from 
the  nature  of  the  heavenly  felicity,  that  we 
have  much  to  be  dime  by  way  of  preparation 
for  it,  and  can  alone,  by  an  obedience  to  the 
divine  commands,  particularly  thofe  requir- 
ing the  love  of  God  and  of  our  neighbour, , 
become  meet  to  enjoy  it.  They  who  have 
fincerely  obferved  thefe  on  earth,  dropping 
with  their  bodies  all  thofe  vicious  inclina-* 
tions  and  paffions  which  were  rooted  in 
them,  are  qualified  to  be  compleatly  blef- 
fed,  and  that  for  ever,  in  goodnefs  and  de- 
votion exercifed  in  their  nobleft  degrees, 
and  in  the  moft  favourable  circumftances* 

Whereas 
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Whereas  the  wicked  and  irreligious  are  as 
bnquaiified  to  find  their  happinefs  in  heaven, 
as  the  blind  are  to  find  theirs  in  the  fine  gar- 
dens and  paintings  of  a  palace. 

Let  us  all  therefore  immediately  refolve 
on  doing  what  is  evidently  neceflary,  that 
we  may  inherit  eternal  life ;  guarding  againft 
the  fatal  deception,  of  retting  contented  with-* 
out  the  temper  of  heaven.  Let  us  ftudy  the 
fcriptures,  with  that  ferious  and  impartial 
concern,  to  know  what  God  has  in  them 
made  our  qualification  for  eternal  blefled- 
nefs;  and  with  thofe  warm  and  fixed  pur- 
pofes  of  acquiring  it,  which  become  perfons 
who  know  the  infinite  importance  of  the  in- 
quiry ;  and  that  by  indulging  to  careleflhefs 
and  prejudices,  they  may  deceive  tbem/ehes, 
and  lofe  heaven  >  but  can  by  no  means  im- 
pofe  upon  God,  or  alter  his  determinations, 
founded  on  the  bed  reafons,  on  his  own 
perfections,  on  the  nature  of  man,  and  on 
the  genius  of  the  heavenly  felicity. 

This  would  lead  us  to  confider  the  Hid 
Obfervation,  but  we  mud  defer  it  to  the 
next  opportunity. 
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he  Difpofitions  with  which  we 
fhodd  inquire  the  way  to  eternal 
Life. 
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nd  'when  be  <wa$  gone  forth  into  the  way, 
there  came  one  running*  and  kneeled  to  him. 
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rich,  and  a  man  of  figure;  he  ran,  and 
kneeled  to  Jefus :  yet  having  fuffercd  the  love 
of  riches  to  prepojfefs  his  heart,  he  failed  of 
the  happinels  which  he  fought. 

I.  To  ajk  this  que  (lion,  and  with  the  mofi 
fuccefs  purfue  the  directions  given  in  ^nfwer 
to  it;  this  fhould  be  our  jirji  inquiry,  after 
we  have  arrived  to  years  of  discretion  and 
choice.     St.  Matthew  informs  us  *,  that  the 
perfon  who  propofed  this  queftion  to  Jefus, 
was  young.     And,  Sirs,   what   queftion  fo 
proper  to  be  afked,  on  our  firft  fetting  out 
in  the  journey  of  life,  as  what  way  we  muft 
take  if  we  would  attain  to  that  happinefs, 
which  is  the  great  end  of  our  being  ?  Efpe- 
cially,  fince  the  happinefs  which  the  Divine 
benignity  offers   to  our   purfuit,   is  of  the 
mofi  excellent  nature,  and  of  an  everlajling 
duration  ?  This  is  certainly  the  moil  likely 
method  for  preventing  fatal  wanderings,  and 
obtaining  our  end.      When  we  are  begin- 
ning alfo  to  form  our  feveral  difpoiitions  and 
characters,  can  any  inquiry  be  fo  proper,  as 
what  are  thefe  difpoiitions,  and  what  con- 
ftitutes  that  character,  which  will  qualify  us 
to  become  eternally  bleffed ;  that  we  may 
prevent  contrary    difpoiitions    from    being 
formed,  and  carry  to  the  higheft  improve- 
ment that  temper,  which  will  beft  fait  us  to 
the  employments  and  happinels  of  immor- 
tality ? 

•  Matth.  xix.  20. 
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In  youth  the  mind  is  in  a  kind  offufjxnfc 
between  moral  good  and  evil ;  or  if  the  edu- 
cation hath  been  prudent  and  religious,  \\ 
rather  inclined  to  pra&ife  what  will  be  prcn 
du&ive  of  evcrlafting  felicity.  Our  Divine 
Matter  faid  of  a  youth  thus  educated,  that 
he  was  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  (j^ody  aiKj 
that  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  ojbepoen*.  Since 
then  (he  bleflednefs  which  may  be  attain^ 
by  the  right  con dudl  of  life  is  of  infinite 
value,  'tis  a  principal  part  of  wifdgm  to  ap- 
ply ourfelves  to  fecure  it,  when  it  may  be 
done  with  the  moft  eafe  and  certainty. 

Farther,  'tis  prqmifed  us,  that  we  ftttU 
poflefs  the  bleflednefs  of  the  heavenly  ftatQf, 
in  a  degree  proportioned  to  the  prefent  im- 
provement of  our  talents*  and  the  inlarge- 
ment  of  our  capacities  for  enjoying  it,  and 
be  rewarded  %  according  to  what  we  haw. 
done  in  the  body  ?  It  is  then  certainly  a  capi- 
tal part  of  wifdom  to  make  this  inquiry, 
and  purfue  the  refult  of  it  in  the  beginning 
of  life,  that  we  may  devote  the  moft  of  out 
time  and  application  to  that  work  which 
will  be  productive  of  infinite  advantage. 

Befides,  if  we  do  not  take  this  course,  we 
fhall  not  merely  lofe  fo  much  time,  but  go 
fo  far  out  of  the  way  to  compleat  and  ever- 
lafting  bleiTednefs.     If  we  do  not  early  form 

*  Matth.  xix.  14.    f  Matth*  xxv.    Luke  xix.  .16. 

t  2  Cor.  v.  10.  •  "■.■?" 
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good  difpofitions,  we  (hall  eftablifh  bad.    If 
we  do  not  cherifh  gratitude  and  love  to  God, 
and  a  prevailing  concern  to  be  approved  by 
him,  we  (hall  eafily  Hide  into  forgetfulnefs 
and  difregard  to  God  5  which  through  a  fc- 
cret  confcioufncfs  that  he  is  difpleafed  with 
us,  will  rife  to  a  difinclinauon  to  think  of 
him,  or  to  love  him.     If  we  do  not  early 
regulate  our  paffions,  and  by  proper  reflec- 
tion* cherith  a  generous  goodnefs  of  heart,  a 
tender  humanity,  and  a  lovely  meeknefs,  a 
narrow,  covetous,    angry,    and  uncompaf- 
fionatc  temper  will  prevail.     If  we  do  not 
eftablifh  in  youth  a  relifh  for  the  pleafures 
of  the  mind,  of  knowledge,  goodnefs,  and 
divine  love,  and  a  ftrong  conviction  of  im- 
mortality ;  our  tempers  will  become  fenfual 
and  earthly,  and  forgetting  immortality,  we 
{hall  feek  our  happinefs  folely  amongft  the 
gratifications  of  the  animal  party  and  the  in* 
terefts  of  this  tranfitory  life  s  and,  as  our 
lives  are  uncertain,  (hall  be  in  great  danger 
of  dying,  and  entering  the  cverlafting  (late, 
abfolutely  difqualified  for  being  happy  in  it. 
Evil  difpofitions  root  themfelves  infenfibly, 
and  the  paffions  foon  grow  ungovernable,  as 
appears  in  the  inftance  of  the  young  perfon 
before  us;    who,  though  he  came   pretty 
foon  to  this  inquiry,  yet  having  permitted 
the  love  of  riches  to  take  early  and  deep 
root,  though  he  had  ftill  a  ftrong  convic- 
tion of  the  importance  of  eternal  life  j  yet 
K  k  4  the 
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the  love  of  this  world  prevailed  over  the 
love  of  heaven,  and  he  turned  his  back  on 
Cbrirt,  and  his  promifed  immortality,  that 
he  might  fecure  the  other. 

As  we  theieforc  apprehend  ourifelves  to  be 
made  for  immortality,  and  are  convinced  of 
the  infinite  importance  of  cverlaftingbleffed- 
nefs,  we  cannot  too  foon  begin  the  ifiquiry, 
what  we  mud  do  to  attain  it ;  nor  be  too 
early  in  the  pradh'ce  of  what  we  find  neotf- 
fary  to  this  end.  Let  the  young  then,  who 
are  entering  upon  aftive  life,  be  perfuaded 
to  retire  and  purfue  fuch  reflections  as  thefe. 
<<c  I  am  apprehenfive  of  eternity,  and  feel 
<c  myfelfpo/frfftd  of  large  and  noble  capa- 
cc  cities  of  happinefs,  fuited  for  divine  and 
cc  everlafting  enjoyments ;  and  thcrefores 
"  with  reafon,  1  conclude  that  I  was  made 
"  for  them  :  and  it  is  evidently  of  infinite 
"  importance,  that  I  adt  fo  as  to  fecure  my 
"  interefts  in  a  following  eternity.  I  pcr- 
€r  ceive  that  a  great  deal  depends  upon  my 
"  firft  c^oice  and  purfuit.  Many,  I  obferve, 
cc  or  have  been  well  informed,  have  given 
<c  themfelves  up  to  fenfual  pleafures  and 
#c  amufements,  and,  byftqift  degrees,  the 
"  paffion  for  thefe  hath  grown  fo  ftrong,  as 
<c  againft  all  the  remonftranccs  of  reafon 
"  and  religion,  of  their  beft  friends,  and 
<c  of  their  own  experience,  to  h  >rry  them 
"  into  fickneft,  poverty,  contempt,  and  uii- 
*5  timely  death.     1  have  fenind  alfo,   upon 
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4i  inquiry,  that  there  are  others,  who,  hav- 
€<  ing  devoted  the  warmth  and  vigour  of 
€€  youth  to  the  purfuits  of  wealth  and  great- 
14  nefs,  their  minds  have  been  fo  entirely 
14  pofleft  by  thefe,  that  they  feldom  think, 
€€  whether  there  be  a  following  eternity  5  and 
"  whether  they  may  not  have  therein  inter- 
4t  efts  infinitely  more  important.  And  even 
4€  among  thofe  who  profefs  to  feek  eternal 
"  life  in  the  firft  place,  I  can  obferve  many, 
44  carelefsly  and  implicitly  purfuing  fuch 
*'  meafures  as  common  fenfe,  with  a  little 
€€  fober  confideration,  would  convince  them, 
€C  can  never  make  them  meet  for  the  hap- 
€€  pinefs  of  a  ftate,  the  chief  felicities  of 
"  which  arife  out  q£  the  love  of  God,  and 
4 1  of  goodnefs  made  perfedt.  Let  me  there- 
41  fore  confider  and  enquire  betime,  while 
41  I  can  avoid  fuch  fatal  miftakes.  If  I  do 
"  it  before  my  heart  is  prepoffeffed  by  vici- 
"  ous  paflions,  and  my  underftanding  blind- 
c*  cd  by  prejudices;  the  goodnefs  of  my 
41  Creator  afliires  me,  that  I  may  certainly 
"  find  the  way  to  happinefs.  Be  thou, 
<c  gracious  God,  the  guide  of  my  youth,  and 
4i  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting  !  The  gof- 
"  pel  of  thy  Son  gives  wifdom  to  the  un- 
<c  experienced,  and  his  difcoveries  of  im- 
"  mortality  are  clear  and  inviting,  I  will 
"  therefore  daily  read  his  inftru&ions,  that 
44  1  may  not  mifs  the  path  to  never-ending 
'[  bleflednefs.  How  much  is  included  in 
.  .         7  "  heaven 
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* '  heaven  and  life  eternal !  A  tboufand  workk, 
"  and  ten  thou/and  ages  arc  as  nothing,  when 
"  fairly  weighed  againft  it.  I  would  there- 
u  fore  devote  the  whole  of  this  (hort  life, 
"  to  the  fecuring  what  fo  well  defcrves  all 
"  my  time  and  diligence.  J  would  dread 
*c  nothing  equally  with  fating  out  wrong, 
"  and  thoughtlessly  ftrengtbeniag  tfapfc  paf- 
"  (ions  which  would  hurry  me  down  the 
"  precipice  of  vice  into  everlafting  dejhvc- 
f<  tion." 

a.  If  we  would  make  this  inquiry  with 
fuccefs,  we  fhould  make  it  with  great  feri- 
oufnefs.  St  Mark  fays,  the  young  ruler  ran 
end  kneeled'  to  oar  Lord,  when  he  propofed 
to  him  this  queftion.  This  cxprefled  a 
Jlrong  concern,  as  well  as  great  humility. 
This  ferious  difpofition  is  requifite,  becaufe 
the  inquiry  is  mod  important \  and  there  is 
great  danger  of  miftaking. 

To  be  ferious  in  ap  affair,  is  to  have  a 
Jlrong  fenfe  of  its  importance^  and  ah  anfwer- 
AbXcjollicitude  not  to  mifcarry  in  it.  And, 
Sirs,  wherein  (hall  we  be  ferious,  or  what 
(hall  we  judge  of  importance,  if  not  this$ 
that  we  may  obtain  eternal  life  ?  Were  yoij 
to  determine  for  a  courfe  of  life,  upon  which ' 
the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  all  your  follow- 
ing years  depended,  would  not  every  wife 
and  confiderate  perfon  examine  the  affair 
with  attention,  and  with  a  ftrong  concern 
pot  to  be  deceived  3  not  tq  be  betrayed  thro' 

(bought- 
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(houghtleflhefs,  by  tfyc  delufion  of  his  pac- 
tions, or  the  artifice  of  others,  into  a  courfe, 
in  which,  inftead  of  being  happy,  he  would 
}ofe  all  the  mod  valued  fatisfa&ions  of  life, 
and  reap  venation,  mifery,  and  a  fruitlefs 
repentance?  Is  this,  my  friends,  evidently 
reafonable,  where  your  well  being  for  thirty 
or  forty  years  at  moft  is  interested  ?  And  is 
it  not  infinitely  more  reafonable,  where  your 
well-being,  not  for  ten  tboufand  years >  not 
for  millions  of  ages  only,  but  for  eternity  is 
depending?  Should  you  mifcarry  as  to  all 
the  interefb  of  this  life,  you  might  retrieve 
it  in  the  next,  the  eyerlafting  (late ;  but  what 
can  conjpen&ite  for  the  k)fs  of  eternal  life  ? 
You  would  not  eafily  forgive  yourfekres, 
when  you  became  fenftble  of  the  fault*  if 
through  hecdleflhefs,  or  the  obftinate  pur- 
fuit  of  fome  trifling  pleafure,  you  had  let  flip 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  making  your- 
felves  rich  and  eafy  through  life*  How  theq 
Vrili  you  be  able  to  forgive  yourfelves,  if 
employing  all  your  ferious  thoughts  on  the 
interefts  or  pleafures  of  a  few.  years,  you 
ihould  miftake  the  way  to  life  eternal;  or 
be  drawn  to  negledt  what  is  neceffary  to 
your  fecuring  heaven  and  everlafting  blcflcd- 
nefe? 

Many  who  make  this  inquiry,  do  it  mere- 
ly as  a  matter  of  curious  fpeculation,  or  as 
a  proper  fubjedt  for  converfation ;  and  there- 
fore take  up  eafily  with  any  notions  that 
*  f  ftrike 
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ftrike  agreeably  on  their  imaginations,  or  are 
favourably  received  by  thofe  with  whom  they 
converfe.     But  what  folly  this,  in  an  affair, 
which,  if  it  concerns  us  at  all,  concerns  us 
infinitely?  In  which,  if  we  deceive  ourfelves, 
we  are  undone  for  ever  t   When  we  there- 
fore  apply  to  this  inquiry,   would  we  go 
through  it  as  we  ought,   it  mirft  be  with 
ftrong  follicitude  not  to  miftake  our  way  j 
and  with  a  fixed  resolution  not  to  be  at  etfi^ 
till  we  can,  upon  clear  reajons,  affure  our- 
felves,  that  the  path  for  which  we  deter- 
mine will  certainly  lead  us  to  heaven  ;    and 
with  as  firm  a  refolution,  not  to  content  our- 
felves  with  knowing  the  way  of  life,  but 
iteddily  to  walk  in  it  to  the  end. 

The  danger  there  is  of  our  being  deceived, 
and  the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch  a  decep- 
tion, are  another  reafon  for  making  this  in- 
quiry with  all  ferioufnefs.  This  danger  arifes, 
not  from  any  want  of  clearnefs  or  certainty 
in  the  directions  which  God  hath  given  us 
in  his  gofpel,  but  from  this ;  that  the  gene- 
rality are  more  influenced  in  the  judgments 
they  form,  relating  to  this  moft  important 
affair,  by  their  inclinations,  pafiions,  and 
prejudices,  than  by  their  reajen,  and  the 
clear  determinations  ofjeripture.  If  we  ob-  * 
ferve  mankind,  we  may  fee  many  confident 
that  they  are  in  the  way  to  eternal  life,  be- 
caufe  they  arc  zealous  for  notions  manifeftlv 
abfurd,  or  which  have  no  good  influence  in 

forming 


inquire -the  Way  to  eternal  Life.  509 
forming  a  divine  temper ;  others,  buiied 
in  fuperfiitious  pra&ices,  and  merely  exter- 
nal obfervances ;  and  others,  fatisfying  them- 
felves  with  a  partial  religion.  And  yet,  any 
confederate  perfon,  who  underftands  the  na- 
ture of  the  heavenly  bleflednefs,  which  arifes 
out  of  the  perfection  of  knowledge,  good- 
nefs,  and  divine  love,  can  clearly  fee*  that 
the  way  which  thefe  perfons  are  in  will  ne- 
ver lead  them  to  heaven :  becaufe,  could  they 
arrive  there,  they  would  be  found  unfit  for 
enjoying  the  heavenly  bleflednefs.  And 
their  fondnefs  for  certain  indulgences,  not 
reconcileable  with  the  real  condition  of  eirer- 
lafting  bleflednefs,  joined  with  the  prejudices 
of  education  and  authority,  feem  to  have  led 
them  into  thefe  errors,  or  determined  their 
adherence  to  them.  We  are  liable  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  fame  caufes,  and  miftakes 
in  this  affair  may  be  as  fatal  to  us  as  to 
them :  we  fhould  therefore  condu&  this 
'  inquiry  with  that  ferious  concern  not  to  be 
deceived,  which  becomes  perfons  who  know, 
that  they  may  deceive  and  ruin  tbemfelves, 
*  but  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  things,  the 
divine  approbation  of  real  piety  and  good- 
nefs,  or  the  holy  and  fpiritual  genius  of  the 
heavenly  felicity.     Therefore 

3.  We  fhould  alfo  conduit  this  inquiry 
with  all  humility.    The  rich  youth  ran  and 

•  Galat  Ti.  7* 

kneeled 
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kneeled  to  Jejusf  when  he  propofed  this  im- 
portant queftion.  We  (hould  be  convinced, 
how  little  the  beft  we  can  do  is,  in  compa- 
nion of  eternal  life  and  happinefs;  and  that 
therefore  it  belongs  to  God,  the  giver  of  this 
ineftimable  bleffednefs,  to  appqint  the  con- 
ditions of  our  enjoying  it.  And  if"  lie  hath 
done  this  by  Chrift,  it  becomes  us,  with  all 
care,  to  inform  ourfclves  of  thefc,  and  en- 
tirely to  conform  to  them.  That  it  is  not 
for  us,  biaffcd  by  a  fbndnefs  for  fome  plear 
fure  or  intereft,  or  by  reverence  to  any  pre- 
judices, to  mark  out  a  path  for  ourfclves, 
and  then  attempt  to  pervert  the  fenfe  of  the 
divine  inftrudtions,  that  we  may  reconcile 
them  to  our  fancies.  No,— —but  with  the 
utmoft  deference  to  the  authority  of  the  Son 
of  God,  who,  as  he  came  down  from  hea- 
ven, muft  know  the  temper  of  the  place, 
and  the  neceflary  qualifications ;  we  muft 
heartily  apply  ourfelves  to  learn  his  genuine 
diredtions,  and  entirely  comply  with  them. 
Has  he  aflured  us,  that  if  we  would  enter 
into  life  eternal,  we  muft  hoe  the  Lord  our 
God  wit  b  all  our  heart,  and  foul,  andjlrengtb  .• 
we  are  not  to  imagine  that  we  can  obtain 
heaven,  while  we  are  devoted  to  the  world, 
and  forgetful  of  God ;  but  we  muft  cherifli 
by  daily  meditation,  earned  prayers,  and. 
grateful  praifes,  a  fenfe  of  our  obligations  to 
God,  and  a  prevailing  afFedtion  and  devot- 
ed nefs  to  him.    Hath  he  commanded  us  to 

love 
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love  our  neighbour,  and  to  employ  ourfclvcs 
in  doing  good?  We  rauft  not  pretend  to. 
afcend  to  heaven  through  the  road  of  felfifh- 
nefs,  avarice  and  uncharitablenefs  %  but  with 
an  hearty  fubje&ion  to  Chrift's  authority, 
endeavour  to  know  the  extent  of  our  duty 
in  this  regard,  and  by  a  generous  charity, 
and  a  warm  and  a&ive  beneficence,  lay  up 
our  treafures  in  heaven.    For, 

4.  If  we  would  conduit  this  inquiry  with 
fuccefs,  we  muft  accompany  it  with  a  fixed 
refolution  Xofacrifice  to  the  purfuit  every  thing, 
which  (hall  be  found  inconfijient  with  it.  Our 
heavenly  Guide  hath  declared,  that  *  if  any 
one  love  father  or  mother,  or  wife  or  children, 
or  boufes  or  lands,  or  even  bis  own  life,  more 
than  the  never  ending  joys  of  his  promifed 
heaven,  he  is  not  worthy  of  them.     And  the 
young  perfon  who  made  this  inquiry,  when  , 
Jefus  commanded  him  to  fell  all  that  he  bad, 
and  to  give  it  to  the  poor,  and  to  follow  him 
in  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  affurcd  him, 
that  he  (hould  then  have  treafures  in  heaven  v 
not  determining  to  make  this  facrifice,  loft 
the  heavenly  treafures,  and  the  eternal  life, 
after  which  he  had  fcrioufly  been  enquiring. 
And  yet  how  reafonable  was  the  demand  of 
the  Son  of  God,  when  he  would  have  re- 
compenced  him  an  hundredfold  for  every 
thing  he  parted  with  for  his  fake. 

♦  Matthew  x.  37.    Luke  air.  *& 

In 
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In  the  ordinary  courfe  of  events,  we  can- 
dot  better  fecure  the  valuable  enjoyments  of 
the  pre  Tent  ftate,  than  by  walking  in  the  way 
of  God's  commandments.     But  let  us  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  acquifition  of  eternal  life  and 
felicity  (hould,  upon  fotae  occafions,  prove 
inconfiftent  with  our  gaining  or  keeping  the 
.  riches  or  pleafures  of  this  world ;  what  in 
the  ballance  of  impartial  reafon,    is  the  pof- 
feflion  of  thefe,  for  thirty  or  forty  years, 
when  weighed  againft    the  perpetual  pof- 
feffion  of  the  riches  and  happinefs  of  the 
heavenly  ftate  ?  Or  what  are  the  pains  and 
labours  of  felf-denial,    compared  with  the 
everlafting  reft  of  heaven,  and  the  pofleffing 
there  every  fatisfadtion  fuited  to  rational  and 
immortal  beings  ?   or  what  is  the  lofs   of 
fame,  and  enduring  the  reproaches  of  ill- 
judging  mortals,  if  ballanced  againft  the  ho- 
nour which  cometh  from  God,  and  a  crown 
of  glory  which  fade  th  not  away  ?  Or  what  is 
the  parting  with  this  mortal  life,  zfew  years 
fooner  than  we  muft  have  loft  it  in  the  natu- 
ral courfe  of  things,  when  compared  with 
the  certain  acquifition  of  eternal  life,  and 
our  being  introduced  fo  much  the  Jboner  to 
the  glories  of  the  Divine  Prcfcncc,  and  to 
the  joys  of  angels  ? 

'Tis  then,  you  fee,   perfedUy  reafonablc, 
that  if  we  feek  to  be  bleffed  for  ever,  *  we 

?  Matthew  vi.  33.    . 
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fliould  feek  it  in  the  firft  place,  and  fubje<ft 
every  other  purfuit  to  this ;  and  refolve  that 
we  will  indulge  to  no  pleafure,  make  or  re- 
tain no  profit,  and  be  drawn  into  nopradices, 
inconfiftent  with  the  rules  prefcribed  by  our 
heavenly  guide ;  and  that  we  will  refufe  no  la- 
boursi  which  he  enjoins  us :  convinced  that  if 
we  are  fo  happy  as  to  make  Jure  our  calling  and 
eleBion  to  eternal  bleflednefs,  all  it  can  coft  us 
are  really  trifles.  And  'tis  as  evidently  ra- 
tional, that  we  mind  religion  and  the  con- 
cern of  our  everlafting  falvation,  not  care- 
lefsly  and  formally,  and  no  more,  than  we 
can  accommodate  to  the  fuccefsful  purfuit  of 
the  riches,  (how,  or  pleafures  of  the  body ; 
but  that  this  be  attended  as  our  great  bufi- 
nefs  through  life ;  and  that  every  thing  elfc 
be  made  to  ftoop  to  this.  No  difpofition 
but  this  correfponds  to  the  infinite  worth 
of  eternal  life ;  and  none  but  this  will  carry 
Us  through  the  labours,  temptations,  and 
difficulties  in  our  way  to  the  promifed  hea- 
ven. 

Let  us  now  ferioufly  afk  ourfelves,  hath 
this  been,  or  is  it  our  temper  in  relation  to 
life  eternal?  Are  we  ftrongly  apprehenfive 
of  its  immenfe  value,  and  determined,  at 
all  events,  and  whatever  may  become  of  our 
other  interefts,  to  be  b\effed  for  ever  ?  Do 
we  every  morning  enter  upon  adlion,  with 
this  concern  warm  at  heart,  how  may  we 
beft  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  day,  and  re- 
L  1  "      ^\\ 


t    Of  the  Necejftty  there  is  that  wcjh&tdd 
I  temptations ;  how  do  moil  good  in  ottt 
ious  relations,  and  moft  advance  the  im* 
>vement  of  our   minds  in  goodness  and 
ty,  and  thus  grow  more  meet  for  heaven  ? 

do  we  begin  one  day  after  another,  wkh- 
t  exciting  a  fcrious  concern  to  be  blcfled 
eternky ;  and  purfue  through  the  day  the 
Ja'es  of  fenfe,  paffion,   and  example,  of 

ambitious  or  covetous  temper,  without 
letting  ferioufly,  whether  we  are  in  the 
id  to  life  eternal*  or  to  FUerlajlmg  deflruc** 
n  ?  Are  our  religious  fentknents  and  re- 
ution  ,  when  we  have  any,  cold,  tranii- 
t,  and  of  little  efficacy ;  while  we  are  all 
iour  and  earneftnefs  in  the  chace  of 
*r'dlv  oleafures  and  advantages  ?  And  Sirr. 
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what  is  infinitely  more  than  all  thefe,  of 
ETERNITY,  deferve  to  be  preferred  to 
die  fenfual  indulgences,  or  feparate  interefts 
of  this  one  Jhort  age,  our  mortal  life  ?  Does 
not  the  God  who  would  reward  your  faith- 
ful obedience  with  this  immenfe  felicity, 
eternal  life,  deferve  the  preference  in  your 
love,  devotion,  and  obedience;  and  will 
you  not,  for  the  future,  give  him  the  pre- 
ference ?  Can  you  hope  he  will  accept  you 
if  you  do  not  ?  If  you  facrifice  his  offered 
heaven  of  divine  and  everlafting  blifs  to  every 
trifle,  to  every  flafh  of  mean  pleafure,  or 
profpedt  of  unrighteous  gain,  from  which  you 
muft  foon  be  feparated  for  ever? 

Refolve  then,  you  who  are  in  the  prime 
of  life*  that  you  vr\\\feekjirjt  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  bis  righteoufnefs $  that  wheh  you 
have  difcovered  the  real  conditions  of  accep- 
tance with  God,  and  of  everlafting  blefled- 
riefs,  you  will  make  it  the  great  bufinefs  of 
your  lives  to  fulfil  thefe  5  and  that  every 
thihg  elfe  (hall  give  way  to  the  fecuring 
an  eternity  of  blefTednefs.  If  this  be  your 
temper;  you  fhould  then  apply  for  full  in- 
ftru&ions  to  the  go/pel  of  Cbrj/i,  and  are  like- 
ly to  receive  them  aright,  and  follow  them 
with  fuccefs. 

May  God  blefs  what  hath  been  offered  to 
your  thoughts,  for  making  you  fo  wife  and 
happy  1     Amen. 

SERMON 
LI  2 
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SERMON    XXL 

Chrift   the   beft   Guide   to  Eternal 
Life.. 


John  vi,  68,   69* 

Then  Simon  Peter  anfwered  bimy  Lord,  to 
whom  Jhall  we  go  ?  Thou  baft  the  words  of 
eternal  life.  And  we  believe  and  are  fur e 
that  thou  art  the  Chrijl,  the  Son  of  the 
living  God. 

TH E  occafion  of  Peter*  making  this 
juft  and  hearty  declaration,  was  this. 
Some  of  Jefus's  difciples  had  juft  forfakcn 
him,  being  offended  by  what  he  declared 
in  a  figurative  way,  of  the  nedeffity  of  his 
death,  that  they  might  obtain  everlafting 
life :  for  they  expedted  a  Meffiah  who  would 
live  and  reign  long  and  glorioufly  upon  earth. 
'Tis  probable  alfo,  that  they  were  influ- 
enced by  refentment,  at  his  reproving  their 
infincerity.  Upon  this  Jefus  turned  himfelf 
to  the  twelve,  who  were  his  mod  intimate 

compa- 
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companions  and  conftant  followers,  and  faid 
unto  them,  Will  ye  alfo  go  awy  ?  To  which 
Peter,  the  wanneft  and  moft  forward,  re- 
plied, in  the  name  of  them  all,  Lord,  to 
whom  jhall  we  go?  Thou  baft  the  words  of 
eternal  life,  &c. 

That  this  was  a  very  reafonable,  as  well 
as  ajfeftionate  refolution,  and  that  as  per- 
fons  infinitely  concerned  to  obtain  eternal 
life  we  cannot  do  better,  than  refolve  and 
adt  like  Peter  i  learn  of  Cbrift,  adhere  to 
him,  and  with  chearfulnefs  and  conftancy 
follow  his  inftrudtions,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
convince  you,  by  explaining  and  proving* 
this  proposition.  €€  That  if  we  would  have 
"  certain  directions  for  attaining  life  eternal, 
and  finally  fecure  it ;  we  (hould  apply  to  Jefus 
"  Cbrift,  learn  of  him,  and  faithfully  obey 
V  his  inftrudlions." 

Sirs,  though  Jefus  Chrift  long  fince  re- 
turned to  heaven,  he  left  full  inftrudlions 
behind  him  in  his  gofpel,  for  all  who  hear- 
tily defire  to  fecure  everlafting  bleffcdnefs. 
And  if  we  ferioufly  confult,  and  constantly 
obferve  thefe,  we  {hall  arrive  at  the  fame 
blefled  place  whither  he  is  gone  before  us, 
and  with  him  in  the  glorious  prefence  of 
his  Father,  and  in  the  fociety  and  friendship 
of  angels,  and  of  human  fpirits  made  perf>39 
poflefs  all  the  happinefs  which  our  rational 
pgture,  improved  to  its  proper  perfection, 
k  1  3  can 
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can  enjoy  $  a  happinefs  lafting  as  our  im^ 
mortal  minds,  and  as  our  bodies  railed  /pi- 
ritual  and  incorruptible.  The  Go/pel  of 
Cbrift,  therefore,  We  fliould  all  ftudy  dili- 
gently and  impartially,  with  a  (bong  con- 
cern to  difcover  the  real  meaning  of  thq 
directions  which  it  gives,  and  with  a  hearty 
and  ftedfaft  resolution  to  follow  them,  as 
we  defire  and  hope  to  bt  blefled  for  ever. 

And  we  fhall  be  convinced,  that  this  is 
our  wifeft  and  bed  courfe,  if  we  confidcr, 
how  compleatly  qualified  Jefus  Cbrift  was  tb 
guide  us  into  life  eternal ;  or  the  directions 
which  he  hath  g'ven  us ;  the  obfervance  of 
which  forms  the  tempdr  of  heayen  and 
happinefs,  gives  foretaftes  of  it  here,  and 
prepares  us,  when  we  leave  thq  world,  to 
$njoy  it  in  perfe&ion. 

I.  To  determine  you  to  confult  Cbrift  Je- 
fus, and  cheerfully  and  conftantly  to  follow 
his  inftru&ions,  be  pleafed  to  coniider,  how 
compleatly  qualified  he  was  to  guide  men  to 
everlafling  bleflednefs.  He  publifhei,  in  the 
name  of  God  his  Father,  the  doffrine  and 
prom  if e  of  a  future  eternal  life,  and  gave  the 
neccflary  directions  for  attaining  it ;  and  in 
his  own  practice  he  exemplified  and  recom- 
mended his*  inftrudions.  By  his  miracles 
he  proved  himfelf  authorized  by  God,  to 
make  this  glorious  promife  to  our  imper- 
fect obedience ;   and  by  rifing  again  froija 

the 
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the  dead,  and  vifibly  and  glorioufly  afcend- 
ing  into  the  promifed  heaven,  he  demon- 
ftrated  the  certainty  of  our  attaining  it ;  and 
that,  if  we  conform  to  his  inftrudtions,  our 
labour  in  the  Lordjhall  not  be  in  vain. 

Let  us  give  a  diftinfl  confederation  to  each 
of  thefe  recommendations. 

1.  Chrift  ajjured  the  world  that  he  came 
exprefsly  from  heaven,  to  conduSl  men  to 
immortal  blejfednefs  5  and  by  his  miracles, 
abundantly  proved,  that  God,  out  of  his  love 
to  a  finful  world,  fent  him  from  heaven  for 
this  purpofe:  *  that  wbofoever  believed  on 
him  Jhould  not  ferifh,  but  have  everlafting 
life.  Repeated  declarations  of  this  kind 
determined  Peter  to  return  the  anfwer  in 
the  text  to  the  queftion,  Will  ye  alfo  go 
away  ?  Lord,  to  whom  jhall  we  go  ?  Thou 
hafl  the  words  of  eternal  bfe.  And  we  be- 
lieve and  are  Jure,  thai  thou  art  the  Chrift % 
the  Son  of  the  living  God.  They  were  well* 
ajfured  by  the  miracles  which  they  had  Jeen 
him  perform,  particularly  by  his  railing  the 
dead  to  life,  and  by  the  miracles  which  he 
had  enabled  them  to  work  in  his  name,  that 
he  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of 
the  world,  and  appointed  by  the  Father  to 
raiie  all  the  dead,  judge  all  mankind,  and 
give  eternal  life  unto  all  who  believed  and 
pfcyedhim, 

*  Johniii.  i§. 
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'he  beft  improved  reafim  of  mankind, 
jgh  it  could  evince,  with  a  good  degree 
jercaimy,  that  there  was  a  future  ftate 
gned  for  men,  yet  it  could  not  a£ur£ 
.tures  fo  imptrfeB  andjftj/i/,  as  the  beft 
i  are,  that  after  this  life  they  fhouid 
put  into  poilcfilon  of  compkat  and  im- 
lal  blefltdnefs.  The  Law  of  Mojes  ex* 
sly  promifed  to  the  obedient  no  more 
i  a  *  long  and  happy  life  in  die  land  of 
aatu  And  although  in  the  QU  Tefta- 
f-you  may  find  various  intimaihns  of  a 
<re  Life,  yet  mne  of  the  fr$pkets  claimed 
wmijjion  from  God  for  publifhing  to  the 
Id  the  dudxine  of  a  rcfurrctfion^  and  a 
ettrnaL     They   declared  themfelves  to 
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fpirit,  to  them  who  hunger  and  thirfi  after 
right  eoufnefs,  to  the  pure  in  hearty  and  to 
the  perjecuted  for  right  eoufnefs  fake  -,  not  a 
deliverance  from  temporal  evils,  and  a  long 
and  profperous  fettlement  in  Canaan-,  but 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  great  rewards 
therein,  the  vifion  of  God,  and  perfection  in 
right  eoufnefs.  He  diredted  his  difciples,  *  not 
to  lay  up  their  treafures  on  earth,  hut  in  hea- 
ven; and  he  a  flu  red  them,  that  the  hour 
was  coming,  when  all  who  were  in  their  graves 
/hould  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
come  forth  -,  \  they  who  had  done  good  unto 
the  refurre£lion  of  life,  and  they  who  bad  done 
evil  to  the  refurreSlion  of  condemnation.  And 
that  after  this,  %  the  righteous  fhould/hine  as 
the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father,  and 
enter  upon  eternal  life.  And  that  in  the 
mean  time,  their  fpirits,  conducted  thither 
by  angels,  fhould  ||  be  with  him  in  paradije, 
and  with  Abraham,  lfaac,  and  Jacob,  and 
fhefpirits  of  all  the  §  righteous  made  perfeSl, 
with  pleafure  expediting  their  full  glory  and 
reward  at  the  confummation  of  all  things, 
and  the  general  refurreSlion  ofthejufl. 

Thefe  declarations  and  promifes  are  clear 
and  full,  fuch  as  the  world  never  heard  be- 

•  Matth.  vi.  19.  f  John  v.  26.— 

X  Matthew  xiii.  43.  xxv.  46. 

I  Luke  xvi.  22«  xxiii.  43.  §  Hct*.  xii.  22. 

fore 
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fore  nor  fince,  from  any  who  proved  thenar 
felves  divinely  commiffioned.  And  fhould 
it  be  inquired,  what  rational  affurance  Cbrifi 
gave,  tbat  his  Almighty  Father  impowered 
hita  to  make,  n  his  name,  fuch  large  pri> 
mifes  to  creatures  fo  guilty  and  imperfedtt 
The  anfwer  is  ready. 

To  prove  himfelf  commiffioned  by  God 
to  fbrgve  fhepenitnt  thofe  fins,  the  guili 
of  which,  if  it  remained,  would  fubjedt  AictBt 
to  eternal  death,  he  manifefted  a  *  divine 
knowledge  of  the  heart  -,  and  that  he  was  thus 
qualified  to  determine  who  were  true  peni- 
tents, ard  then,  that  all  might  know  that 
the  Son  of  man  bad  power  upon  earth  to  fir* 
give  fins,  he  miroculoufy  removed  thoic  dif- 
eafes  and  pains,  which  were  the  effedts  and 
puniflhmehts  of  fin,  faying  to  the  impotent 
paralytic,  Arife  and  go  to  thy  houfe  \  to  the 
blind,  receive  your  fight,  and  to  the  lame; 
walk,  and  was  inrtanrty  obeyed  :  the  power 
of  God  thus  fupporting  and  attefting  the 
claim  of  his  Son  Jefas  to  be  the  Chrift. 

To  fatisfy  the  world  that  he  was  fent 
from  heaven  to  train  men  for  a  Jpiritual 
and  divine  bleflednefs,  and  afterward  receive 
them  to  it ;  he  delivered  doctrines  and  pre* 
ceptSy  the  belief  and  pra&ice  of  which  pro-' 
duce  a  divine  temper.  ^  And  whereas,  we 
farther  need  affiftance  from  above,  \g  rqife 


*  Matthew  ix.  I.— 
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;  to  a  divine  life,  *  he  proved  himfelf  au- 
lorized  to  grant  this  affiftance  to  ail  who 
£  it  of  God  in  bis  name,  by  pouring  out 
€  Holy  Spirit  abundantly,  -f*  in  his  various 
fts,  on  his  apoftles  and  difciples;  and  fooa 
ranging  them  from  men  attached  to  world/ 
ews  and  prejudices,  into  the  hearty  fer- 
mts  of  ajpiritual  Mefliah,  and  the  zealous 
rofecutors  of  ajpiritual  and  divine  blefled- 

jfs. 

And  finally,  to  give  full  proof  that  ho 
as  impowered  by  God  to  raife  all  the  dead, 
id  receive  all  his  faithful  fervants  to  life 
ernal,  he,  with  a  word,  refiored  feveral 
:ad  perfons  to  life  J  ;  and  (which  will  be 
ibre  fully  reprefentcd  hereafter)  he  fubmit- 
d  himfelf  to  diey  and  then,  according  to 
is  promife,  rofe  from  the  dead  to  die  no 
lore.  With  very  good  reafon,  therefore, 
pe  chufe  Cbrift  to  be  our  guide  unto  eter- 
il  life,  who  not  only  promifed  to  his  fbl- 
twers,  an  infinitely  greater  bleflednefs  than 
ly  other  mafters  in  religion  had  promifed, 
ut  who  gave  fuch  fatisfying  proofs  that  hq 
ras  authorized  by  Almighty  God  to  make 
le  promife  j  and  that  the  accomplifhmcnt, 
i  our  full  and  everlafting  felicity,  was  as 
atain  as  defireable.    Farther, 

*  Matthew  vii.  7  —John  xvi.  23.    f  Ads  ii«  j,— 
t  Matthew  ix.  ^3.— Luke  ?ii.  ji.— John  xi. 
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2.  We  fhould  cbtife  Jefus  Cbrift  as  ouf 
guide  to  never-ending  bleuednefs,  znAfollcw 
his  inftru&ions,  becaufe  he  walked  before  ut 
in  the  way  which  he  prefcribcd,  and  prac- 
tijed  the  duties  and  virtues  which  he  re* 
quired  of  us,  as  the  conditions  of  our  be* 
%  coming  bleffcd  for  ever. 

It  was  obje&ed  with  truth,  to  fome  of  the 
Pbilofoplers,  that  while  they  taught  an  ex-* 
alted  virtue,  their  own  pradiice  was  funk 
low  in  fenfuality  and  vice.  And  it  hath 
been  the  juft  reproach  of  other  inftru&ors 
fince,  that  though  they  taught  a  contempt 
of  this  world,  and  a  fupreme  regard  to  im- 
mortality, they  were  notorioufly  bent  on 
fecuring  as  large  a  portion  as  they  could  of 
that  world,*  which  they  perfuadcd  other  men 
to  defpife.  This  is  a  ftrong  difcouragement 
from  obferving  inftrudlions  for  attaining  hap* 
pinefs,  that  the  perfon  who  gives  them,  by 
his  difregard  to  them,  appears  not  to  be- 
lieve himfelf  j  or,  if  he  approves  the  advices 
in  fpeculatioiti  fyids  them  not  reducible  imp 
frailice. 

But  thus  did  not  our  Divine  Matter.  He 
fhowed  himfelf  fully  perfuaded  of  the  40- 
cejjity  and  excellence  of  the  temper  and  con- 
dud:  which  he  recommended,  as  prepara- 
tory for  eternal  blefled ne(s,  by  cultivating 
thefe  himfelf  \  and  of  the  fr attic ablenefs  of 
the  virtues  which  he  required,  by  pradtifing 

then} 
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diem  bimfelf  in  their  nobleft  degrees.  And  * 
by  the  way,  this  gives  us  a  firm  ajurance, 
that  he  faid  no  more  than  he  knew  to  be  true, 
when  he  declared  that  Godfent  him  from 
heaven,  to  conduit  thofe  who  fhould  be-* 
licve  in  him  to  never-ending  felicity.  For 
can  it  with  any  reafon  be  fuppofed,  that  a 
perfon  fo  eminently  pious*  fo  ftridly  vir- 
tuous and  difintereftedly  beneficent \  as  the  whole 
life  of  Je/iis  proved  him  to  be,  could  be 
capable  of  wickedly  deceiving  the  world,  in 
an  affair  of  the  greateft  importance  to  man- 
kind, and  this  without  any  profpeft  of  ad- 
vantage to  himfelf ;  and  fhould  even  chufe 
to  confirm  a  known  falfehood  by  a  volun- 
tary death  ? 

Does  our  Divine  Matter  then  require,  as 
a  condition  of  our  for  ever  enjoying  the 
beatific  vifion  of  God,  that  we  love  the  Lord 
our  God  with  all  our  hearts,  that  we  make 
it  the  firft  and  great  concern  of  life  to  know 
and  do  his  will,  and  approve  ourfelves  to 
fcim  5 that  we  fteddily  truft  in  his  pro- 
vidence, and  chearfully  refign  ourfelves  to 
his  difpofal  amidft  the  moft  afflidtive  events : 
and  that,  in  order  to  preferve  this  tem- 
per, with  regard  to  an  invifible  God,  amidft 
the  diftra&ions  of  fenfe  and  the  world,  we 
daily  retire  to  our  clofets,  pray  to  God  in 
fecrety  and  gratefully  praife  him?  Jefust 
when  doing  good  had  filled  up  his  days, 

fpent 
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!pent  whole  night  $  m  devotion.  It  was  hti 
meat  and  his  drink  to  do  the  wiii  of  him  that 
rent  him  1  and  he  lived  and  laboured  for  no 
other  end  than  promoting  the  glory  of  his 
Father,  by  reviving  and  advancing  genuine 
piety  and  goodnefe.  He  facrificed  even  his 
Life  to  this  defign  j  and  under  the  heavieft 
fufferings  his  language  was»  Father,  not  my 
will%  but  thine  be  done.  With  reafon  there* 
fore,  we  refolve  to  cultivate  a  devotion  like 
his,  as  our  preparation  for  knowing,  lov- 
ing, and  obeying  God  perfectly  in  the  ever- 
lafting  ft  ate ;  efpecia  l\yf  when  we  cannot 
now  form  ourfclves  to  high  degrees  of  this 
temper,  without  anticipating  a  good  degree 
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faeis  and  mercy,  and  who  was  himfclf  a  mi- 
racle of  mildnefs  and  companion,  deferving 
the  beft  treatment,  yet  chearfully  enduring, 
the  worft,  and  ftill  purfuing  his  moft  bene- 
volent fchemes;  and  who,  when  dying, 
prayed  for  bis  murderers ;  and  after  his  re- 
fur  redion  fent  his  apoftks,  to  make  them. 
in  his  name,  the  *  firji  offers  of  pardon,  and 
of  life  and  bleffedoels  everlafting.  Nor  can 
we  cultivate  this  warm  and  fteddy  goodncfs 
of  heart,  without  enjoying  divine  fatisfadions 
in  the  confcioufnefs,  and  in  the  exercifes 
of  this  temper,  which  will  give  us  alfo  a 
tafie  of  the  bleflednefs  of  that  world,  where 
we  (hall  fee  and  love  in  perfection  God  who 
is  hroeH  Jefus  the  worthy  offspring  and  re- 
femblance  of  the  beft  of  beings,  the  friend 
and  Saviour  of  mankind,  be  tranfported  with 
their  full  approbation,  and  exult  in  the  com* 
pleat  felicity  of  millions,  of  all  who  are^ 
to  be  made  happy.  . 

Or  finally,  does  Chrift  our  Lord  com-* 
mand  us  to  dejpife  the  pleafures  and  in* 
tercfts  of  a  dying  body  and  a  perijhing  world, 
in  companion  of  the  fatisfadtions  of  good* 
nefs  and  devotion,  and  readily  to  facrtfice 
them,  yea,  life  itfelf,  to  the  honour  of  God, 
and  the  interefts  of  virtue  and  piety ;  chufing 
rather  to  part  with  the  world  than  with  a 

•  Lake  axiv,  ft. 
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good  confcietice  and  the  favour  of  God  i  one 
to  think  gurlUves  happy  in  his  afiurancc  of 
our  having  treqfurcs  and  a  great  n*ward  in 
heaven?  Our  great  Maftcr  did  mt  preach 
mortification  and  pra&ije  fmfuality,  recom- 
mend to  his  diiciplea  an  heavenly  temper, 
and  apply  himfelf  wholly  to  lay  tip  treafurea 
upon  earth;  command  us  to  adhere  to  truth 
whatever  it  might  coft  us,  and  himfelf  ac- 
quire popularity,  and  decline  fufferings,  by 
difij  mulatto  n,  and  by  humouring  the  pre- 
judices and  vices  of  the  age.     No; he 

made  it  apparent  that  he  ibught  and  valued 
no  other  pleafures,  but  the  Citisfa&Ionfi  vf 
honouring  God,  converging  with  him,  and 

j^: i  ._  „ J    *i i__    ii 
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goodncfsj  and  who,  through  thofe  paths 
wherein  he  commands  and  encourages  us 
to  walk,  fought,  and  entered  before  us,  that 
heaven  which  he  promifed  to  his  followers. 
This  leads  our  thoughts  to  a 

3d  Recommendation  of  the  Son  of  God 
as  our  Guide ;  that  having,  at  the  clofe  of  a 
life  moil  pious,  beneficent,   and  heavenly, 
confirmed  by  his  teftimony,  when  about  to 
die,  his  promifes  of  *  eternal  life  to  his  obe- 
dient difciples,  he  voluntarily  died,  and  then 
rofe  again,  as  he  promifed  to  raife  them  ; 
and  vifibly  and  glorioufly  afcended  into  that 
heaven,  the  everlafting  pofleflion  of  which 
he  engaged  to  confer  upon  all  who  fhould 
believe  and  obey  him.      Would  Jefus  have 
claimed  a  temporal  kingdom  inftead  of  preach- 
ing an  heavenly  one,  the  rulers  and  nation 
of  the  Jews  would  generally  have  fided  with 
him,  and  inftead  of  accufing  him  to  Pilate, 
would  have  fought  for  him  againft  the  Ro- 
mans.    This  the  hiftory  of  Jc/epbus,  as  well 
as  of  the  Evangelijts%  proves  to  have  been 
the  difpofition  of  the  nation  at  that  time. 
Yea,  would  Jejus  at  the  laft  have  renounced 
before  Pilate  his  claim  to  be  the  -j-  MeJJiaby  he 
would  have  faved  him  from  the  crofs  $  but 
Jefus  moitnejfed  before  him  a  good  confejfion,  and 
declared  to  the  high  priefts  alfo,  that  he  was 
the  Son  of  God f  and  that  they  fhould  %fee 

*  John  x\v.  2.  t  Johnxviii.  31. — xix.  4« 

J  Matthew  xxvi.  63.—- Luke  xxii.  67. 
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bim  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power 
<?nd  great  glory,  to  raife  and  reward  his 
friends,  and  puni(h  his  enepiies.  The  fouls 
of  his  friends,  according  to  his  promife  oq 
the  crofs,  fhould  in  the  me?n  tim?*  as  tljey 
left  this  world,  *  be  v)ith  bim  in  Paradife. 
His  frank  declaration  to  the  chief  priefts  oc- 
^afioned  their  adjudging  him  to  death,  and 
furnifhed  the  pretence  for  Pilate**  condemn- 
ing him. 

•  As  our  Lord  then  reafoned  with  his  dif- 
$iples  a  little  before  his  death,  we  may  rea- 
ion  upon  the  fadls  now  before  us*  -f*  In 
my  Fathers  bouje  are  maty  manfions %  if  it 
'were  not  fo  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  when  IJbaU 
have  gone  and  prepared  a  place  for  you,  I 
will  come  again  and  receive  you  to  myfelf: 
that  where  I  am,  you  may  be  alfo.  Had  not 
this  been  a  moft  certain  truth,  had  not 
Jefus  fully  known  himfelf  to  have  been  fent 
down  from  heaven,  with  the  promife  of 
eternal  life  to  the  faithful  and  obedient, 
he  would,  in  view  of  death,  and  when  he 
might  thus  have  declined  it,  •  have  dropped  his 
pretentions,  and  not  have  fealed  by  a  vo- 
luntary forth,  a  declaration,  which,  \ifalfe% 
he  knew  to  be  fo.  'Tis  therefore  paft  all 
rational  doubt  that  J  ejus  believed  himfelf  to 
be  fent  down  from  neaven  by  God,  to  fcve 

»  Luke  xxiii.  43,  f  John  xiv,  2. 
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the  world,  and  to  give  eternal  life  unto  all 
Who  (hould  believe  and  obey  him.  And  if 
he  believed  himfelf  to  be  thus  commiflioned, 
he  muft  really  have  been  the  Son  of  God. 
He  could  not  but  know  whether  he  came 
down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  and  re- 
ceived ihftrudions  from  him,  and  a  power 
to  work  numerous  miracles  in  confirmation 
of  his  million.  He  is  therefore  a  *  faithful 
ivitne/s,  and  his  promifes  of  eternal  life  are 
lure;  and  on  the  beft  reafons  we  refolve 
to  follow  him  as  our  Guide  to  heaven,  and 
rejoice  in  the  glorious  hope  of  everlafting 
bleflednefs. 

Efpecially  fince  we  can  add  the  publick 
manner  in  which  God  his  Father  owned  him 
as  his  Son,  by  raifmg  him  from  the  dead 
on  the  third  day  according  to  bis  repeated 
predictions.  This  the  God  of  truth  and  the 
God  of  life  would  not  have  done,  had  he 
riot  really  commiffioned  Jefus  to  be  our  In- 
ftfu&or  and  Guide  to  everlafting  blefled- 
nefs. The  enemies  of  Jefus  fet  guards  to 
watch  his  grave,  and  prevent  his  difciples 
from  taking  away  his  dead  body,  and  report- 
ing that  he  was  rifen.  But  an  earthquake, 
and  an  appearance  of  angels  terrified  thofc 
guards  $  the  angels  removed  the  great  jlene 
which  covered  the  fepulchre  j  and  Jefus 
having,  by  his  obedience  unto  death,  re- 

*  Rev.  i.  5% 
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covered  the  grant  of  immortality  for  man* 
kind,  returned  to  life.  He  appeared  often 
to  his  difciples,  and  converted,  with  them 
for  *  forty  daysy  injlrutting  tbem  in  the 
things  which  pertained  to  the  kingdom  of  God V 
was  *ffetn  alive  by  more  than  five. hundred  at 
once,  and  afterward,  in  the  view  of  num- 
bers, was  received  upon  a  bright  cloud,  at- 
tended by  angels,  into  heaven*  To  one  of 
his  difciples  he  J  appeared  afterward  in  glory 
at  the  right-band  of  God,  and  unto  \\  two  oi 
his  apoftles,  St.  Paul  and  St.  John,  with  a 
majefty  and  fplendor  above  the  light  of  the. 
fun.  And  from  all  this  we  can  with  full 
certainty  conclude,  that  according  to  his 
declarations,  he  will  come  again  to  raife  all 
the  dead,  to  judge  the  world  in  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  receive  his  friends,  poffeffed  of. 
bodies  immortal  and  glorious  like  his  own* 
to  the  fulnefs  of  blifs  for  eternity. 

Certainly  he  well  deferves  to  be  cho/en 
by  every  prudent  perfon,  as  a  Guide  to  ever- 
lajlinglife*  who  having converfed  upon  earth, 
after  a  mod  pious,  beneficent,  and  heavenly 
manner,  and  thus  fhown  us  how  welhould 
live;  having  by  numerous  miracles,  parti- 
cularly by  raifing  the  dead,  proved  himfelf 
authorized  by  God  to  promife  a  refurreftion 
and  immortal  bleflednefs  to  all  his  faithful 

•  A&s  l  t  i  Cor.  v.  6.  %  Aa»  viu  ' 

P  Afls  viii. — Rev.  i. 

difciples, 
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difciplcs ;  that  he  might,  beyond  all  rational 
doubt,  aflure  them  of  the  truth  of  his  de- 
clarations and  promifes,  and  that  piety  and 
virtue,  though  ill  treated,  or  not  fully  re- 
warded during  this  ftate  of  trial,  would  be 
infinitely  rewarded  hereafter:  fubmitted  to 
die,  and  then  rofe  again,  and  flowed  him- 
felf  alive  by    many   infallible  proofs,    and 
then,  in  open  day,  before  many  witneffes, 
afcended  to  the  heaven  which  he  promifed, 
and  proved  himfelf  there  inverted  with  fu- 
preme   authority,  by  fending   down   from 
thence  to  his  apoftles  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  his 
miraculous  powers  and  gifts.      My  friends, 
the  Gjbd  who  thus  owned  Jefus  in  life,  in 
death,  and  after  death,  certainly  commiffioned 
him.  And  if  God  commiffioned  Jejus  Chrrft, 
his  precepts  are  of  divine  authority,  his  pro- 
mHes  of   infallible  certainty  5    and   if  we 
would  fo  pafi  through  this  life,  as  certainly 
to   attain  life  everlafting,   we   muft  apply 
unto  him  for  direction ;    and  when,  from 
his  gofpel,  we  have  learned  his  inftru&ions, 
chcarfully    and    conftaatly    purfue   them ; 
and  *  live  foberly,  rigbteoujly,  and  godly  in 
this  prefent  evil  world,  looking  for  the  blefjed 
hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  t be  great 
God,  and  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Cbrift.    Who 
will  caufe  the  -f-  trump  of  God  to  found,  and 
raife  all  the  dead,  and  change  our  vile  bodies, 

•  Tit  ii.  ix,        t  1  Thcff.  iv.  16.— Phil.  iii.  21. 
M  m  3  that 
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that  tbey  may  befafl:ioned  like  unto  bis  glorious 

body  :    according  to  the  working,  whereby  be 

is  able  tofubdue  even  all  things  unto  himfelf. 

We  (hall  be  yet  more  fully  convinced, 

that  fuch  a  conduct  will  prove  our  greateft 

Yvifdom,  if  we  proceed  diftindtly  to  confider 

the  directions  given  by  our  Lord,  which  arc 

evidently  fupb,  that  the  pbfervance  of  them 

forms  in  us  the  temper  ofheaven>  gives  a  fore- 

tafte  of  its  blefledneis,  and  prepares  us  upon 

leaving  this  world  to  enjoy  it  ip  perfe&ion. 

The  illuftration  of  this  argument  I  (hall  re- 

ferve  for  the  next  difcourfe,  and  conclude 

this  with  one  inference. 

And  what  reafon  have  we  Chrifiians 
highly  to  value  the  religion  of  jfefus  Cbrijln 
and \  firmly  adhere  to  it  F  No  acquifition  can 
be  fo  important  as  eternal  life ;  nothing  can 
equally  concern  us  as  to  be  blefled*  for  ever; 
The  acquifition  is  of  infinite  value,  the  con- 
cern of  everlafting  importance.  Propor- 
tionably  valued  and  loved  by  us  (houid  Jefus 
be,  who  alone  gives  from  God  a  clear  and 
full  aflurance  of  our  obtaining  it  3  an  af- 
furance  confirmed  by  numerous  miracles,  by 
his  voluntary  death  in  atteftation  of  the  pro- 
mife,  and  by  his  glorious  refurre&ion  from 
the  dead.  Whofe  directions  alfo  for  attain- 
ing it  are  fuch,  as  if  we  faithfully  obferve 
them,  will  help  us  to  pafs  life  in  pofleflion 
of  the  beft  fatisfadtions,  and  immediately 

fuif 
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fuit  our  fouls  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  divine 
and  immortal  bleflednefs  in  heaven. 

Reafon  could  not  ajjure  fuch  imperfeSl  and 
Jinful  creatures,  of  fo  immenfe  a  bleflednefs 
and  reward.  The  promifes  made  by  Mofes 
relate  to  the  life  that  now  is.  Our  being 
happy  for  ever  depends  wholly  upon  the 
free  Goodnefs  of  God,  and  he  alone  can  give 
us  an  ajfuranee  of  it.  How  highly  then, 
fhould  we  efteem  Je/us,  who  brought  us 
down  this  mod  precious  promife  from  God 
his  Father,  who  by  his  obedience  unto  death 
rendered  this  rich  favour,  moft  confident 
with  the  honour  of  the  divine  laws  and  go* 
vernment,  and  who  tenders  it  to  us  on  fuch, 
gracious  wrms.  We  muft  be  ungrateful  to 
the  richeft  goodnefs,  weary  of  the  beft  plea~ 
fures,  and  unaffected  by  the  moft  glorious 
hopes,  if  we  willingly  give  up  this  religion 
for  the  Ikenttoufttefs  and  uncertainties  of  in* 
fidelity.  Let  us  rather,  as  wife  men,  ca- 
pable of  knowing  the  worth  of  a  divine  and 
everlafting  felicity,  and  a  rational  aflurance 
of  attaining  it,  efteem  above  all  things  the 
go/pel  of  Je/us  Chrift,  which  hath  brought  to 
fight  an  incorruptible  life,  and  adhere  to  it 
^gainft  every  temptation* 
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SERMON    XXII. 

The  Dire&ions  given  by  Chrift  for 
attaining  Eternal  Life* 

■  I  M        ■— — ^»    I  I         I       ■!     I  III  J         Mill  I       ■         » 

John  vL  68,  69, 

Then  Simon  Peter  anfwered  himf   Lord*  to 
whom  /ball  we  go  ?  thou  haft  the  words  of 
eternal  life.    And  we  believe  and  are  fur e 
that  thou  art  the  Cbrifl,  the  Son  of  the 
living.  God. 

TO  determine  you,  like  Peter,  to cbufe 
and  follow  Jefus  Cfyrifl  as  your  guide 
to  life  eternal,  I  propofed  to  infift  on  two 
powerful  recommendations  of  the  Son  of 
God  to  our  belief  and  obedience : 

I.  His  compleat  qualification  for  this  im- 
portant office,  of  guiding  mankind  to  e?er- 
lafting  bleffednefs,  which  was  reprcfented 
in  the  preceding  difcourfe :  and 

II.  The  directions  given  by  him.  Thefe 
I  (hall .  now  fet  before  you,  and  prove  to 
be  fuch,  as  if  we  obferve  them,  will  form 
in  us  the  temper  of  heaven,  yield  vsforetaftes 

of 
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of    the  bleflcdnefs,    and  prepare  us    upon 
leaving  this  world  to  enjoy  it  perfectly. 

I.  If  we  would  obtain  eternal  life  under 
the  condudt  of  Jejjis  Cbrijl,  'tis  neceflary 
that  we  heartily  belttve  tim  ftnt  of  God, 
to  lead  us  to  it.  This  our  Divine  Matter 
declared  to  be  neceflary,  when  he  faid,  *  He 
that  belietitth  on  the  Sen  bath  ever lajting  life; 
end  be  that  believetb  not  the  Son  jh all  not  fee 
life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abidetb  on  him. 
The  reafonablenefs  of  thus  regarding  Jejiis 
Cbrijl  was  fhown  in  the  preceding  difcourfe ; 
and  it  is  as  evidently  necejfary  that  we  may 
faithfully'  follow  his  Dirtftions.  Fdr  unlefs 
we  are  fttlly  perfuaded  that  Je/us  Cbrtft  was 
appointed  by  God,  to  acquaint  us  with  the 
conditions  we  muft  perform,  if  we  would 
be  accepted  by  him  unto  life  eternal ;  when- 
ever in  the  way  of  obedience  we  arc  called  to 
deny  ourfelves  pfeafures  or  interefts  dear  to 
us,  to  pra&ife  difficult  duties,  or  refolutely 
to  endure  fufferings  for  confidence  fake,  we 
{half  decline  from  the  path  of  life,  and  fob- 
ftitute  worldly  policy,  the  maxims  of  car- 
nal wifdom,  or  the  examples  of  the  fenfual, 
the  artful,  and  profperous,  as  our  rule?  of 
condudi  Mnftead  of  the  plain  precepts  of  our 
heavenly  guide.  The  young  ruler,  who 
came ■■»  confuit  Jffu$>  as  to  what  muft  be 
done  if  he  would  inherit  eternal  life,  feems 

*,\  •  j<fl»ai.  36^ 

to 
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to  have  been  deficient  in  this  eflential  qualif- 
ication. He  probably  regarded  Jefus  a$  a 
more  excellent  teacher  than  the Jewifli  Rab- 
biiSj  but  was  not  fully  perfuaded  of  his  di- 
vine authority.  If  he  had  believe  J  in  him 
*  with  the  heart*  his  affurance  of  obtaining 
eternal  life  as  a  difciptc  of  Cbrift,  though 
he  gave  up  his  eftate,  would  have  deter- 
mined him  to  <f  J? II  alh  and  give  if  to  the 
poor,  as  Jefus  required  him,  and  c  hear  fully 
to  follow  the  Son  of  God>  in  preaching  and 
promoting  his  gofpel.  For  what  rational 
perfon  could  hcfitatc,  whether  he  fhould 
prefer  the  certain  acquifition  of  ever  la/ling 
bkjjednefs,  to  the  poueffion  of  a  large  for* 
tune  for  a  few  years  f  He  was  therefore  de- 
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and  unauthorized  by  him,  you  give  me  too 
high  a  title,  much  above  the  faith  which 
you  have  in  me. 

'Tis  therefore  fundamentally  neceffary,  to 
pur  obtaining  immortaj  bleflednefs,  under 
tjfxo  condudfc  of  Jefus  Cbrijl>  that  we  fre- 
quently aod  ferioufly  meditate  on  the  proofs 
which  he  gave,  by  his  miracles^  martyrdom, 
jind  refurreSlion,  that  he  was  fent  by  God ; 
and  then,  from  a  full  convi&ion*  that  we 
can  attain  this  bleflednefs  in  no  other  way, 
refolve  faithfully  to  obferve  his  inftrudtions, 
and  ferioufly  and  impartially  ftudy  the  gojpel 
as  our  rule  of  life,  determined  to  pra&ife 
whatever  he  therein  commands,  as  we  hope 
for  the  neyer  ending  felicity  which  he  hath 
promifed  to  the  obedient.  Being  thus  pre- 
pared, we  (hall  chearfully  and  refolutely 
tyep  the  commandments  of  God,  which  was 
the  general  direction  given  by  our  Lord  to 
the  young  rich  man,  If  thou  wilt  enter  into 
life,  keep  the  commandments".     In  particular, 

2.  We  muft  love  the  Lord  our  God  with 
all  our  heart  i  and  foul \  and  firengtb.  Than 
our  Divine  Matter  included  this  in  his  an* 
fwer,  among  the  commands  of  God  which 
mull  be  kept,  and  regarded  it  as  a  princi-* 
pal  command,  is  evident ;  as  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  precept,  fo  from  his  exprefsly 
jnentioning  it,  in  anfwer  to  a  like  queftion 
of  a  lawyer,  recorded  by  St.  Luke.  *  Jefus 
*  Luke  x.  26. 

fa\d 
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faid  unto  him.  What  is  written  in  the  fori* 
bow  readejl  thou  f   And  be  anfwtring,  Jaid, 
Tboujhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine 
heart ',  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy 
jlrength,  and  with  ail  thy  mind,  and  thy  neigh- 
hour  as  thyfelf.     And  Je/us  /aid  unto  bim\ 
Tbou  baft  anfwered  right ;   this  do  and  thou 
Jhalt  live.     And  the  rcafon  why  our  Divine 
Matter,   In  anfwer  to  the  young  rich  man 
who  enquired  particularly  which  command- 
ments he  muft  do,  mentioned  only  the  du- 
ties owing  to  our  neighbour,  feems  to  have 
been   this.     The  Jews  at  that  time  were 
grofsly  deficient  in  the  pradtice  of  thefe ;  and 
while  they  had  a  zeal  for  God,  and  for  pro- 
feffing  his  religion,  even  to  fury,  were  with- 
out love  to  their  neighbour,   without  righte- 
oufnefs,  equity,  and  mercy,  covetous,    un~ 
juft,  falfe,  cruel,  and  revengeful.     The  love 
of  God  is  then  the  Jirft  and  great  command- 
ment, neceflary  to  be  obferved  by  all  who 
would  obtain  eternal  life. 

To  fulfil  this,  we  muft  often  and  ferioujly 
think  of  the  gcodnefs  of  God,  and  of  his  num- 
berlefs  benefits,  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  our  being,  for  all  our  faculties  of  action 
and  of  enjoyment,  for  the  grand,  beauteous, 
and  fruitful  world  which  we  inhabit,  and  for 

all  the  good  things  it  yields  us$ to  whom 

we  are  efpecially  indebted  for  our  capacities 
of  eternal  blefiednefs,  and  our  hope  of  at- 
taining it,  by  the  gratitude  and  obedience 

of 
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of  a  fhort  life ;  for  the  gift  of  his  Son  as 
our  Saviour,  and  for  his  continued  kindnefs, 
in  being  ready  through  him  to  forgive  all 
our  fins,  to  affift  and  accept  our  imperfe& 
endeavours  to  pleafe  him,  and  to  reward 
them  everlaftingly.— We  muft  often  and 
ferioufly  think  of  this  goodnefs,  recolleSl  and 
gratefully  celebrate  thefe  numerous  and  inva- 
luable benefits,  until  we  are  fully  convinced 
that  there  is  none  good  like  God,  none  to 
whom  we  have  the  millionth  part  the  obli- 
gations we  have  to  him ;  and  until  we  hear- 
tily refohe  to  make  him  every  return  qf  gra- 
titude and  obedience  in  our  power ;  and  ra- 
ther to  difpleafe  every  one  than  offend  God. 
Till  we  with  pleafure  praSlife  every  inftance 
of  virtue  and  humanity,  becaufe  pleafing 
inftances  of  gratitude  to  Cod,  expecting  all 
our  happinefs  from  his  favour,  and  making 
it  the  delightful  concern  of  life  to  fulfil  bis 
commands  5  and  prompted  by  our  admira- 
tion of  his  unbounded  beneficence,  imitate 
him  in  doing  good  to  all  within  our  influ- 
ence. 

This  is  zjketch  of  that  love  to  God  which 
we  muft  cultivate  by  daily  meditation,  praife, 
and  devotion ;  and  influenced  by  which,  we 
muft  abftain  from  all  evil,  and  readily  prac- 
tife  every  thing  holy  and  excellent,  cnear- 
fully  depending  on  the  divine  favour  and 
affiftance,    and  in  hope  of  eternal  life,  the 

lift 
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gift  of  the  Divine  Bounty,  through  ye/tU 
Orift. 

That  this  is  a  moft  reafonable  difpofitiofl* 
appears  from  the  confederation  of  the  un- 
bounded benevolence  of  the  Deity,  and  of 
the  great  and  nutnberlefs  benefits  which  he 
hath  conferred  upon  us.  And  that  it  is  w* 
ceffaryto  our  attaining  eternal  life  and  blef- 
fednefs,  appears  from  hence,  that  the  chief 
felicities  of  heaven  arife  out  of  the  love  of 
God  made  perfect,  out  of  bright  and  large 
views  of  his  excellencies  and  works,  exalted 
admiration,  gratitude  and  devotion  to  him, 
and  tranfporting  affurances  of  his  acceptance  j 
of  enjoying  which,  a  foul  eftranged  from 
the  love  of  God  is  as  uncapable  as  it  is  un- 
worthy. 

3.  If  we  would  inherit  eternal  life,  we 
muft  alfo  love  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves. 
This,  according  to  our  Lord's  following  ex- 
plication of  the  precept,  includes  in  its  low- 
eft  fenfe,  abjlaining  entirely  from  all  afts  of 
injuftice  and  unkindnefs  to  him;  fuch  as 
adultery  >  murder,  theft,  falfe  wttnefs,  fon- 
der, and  fraud.  For  certainly,  he  who 
loves  another,  and  defires  his  welfare  fin- 
cerely  as  his  own,  will  never  deprive  him 
of  the  enjoyments  of  life,  or  do  to  him  what 
would  render  him  unhappy. 

But  this  is  not  all  enjoined,  merely  not 
bating  or  hurting  our  neighbour,  but  we 
muft  love  him  as  ourfelves.     Whatever  we 

mb 
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with  reafon  would  that  be  Jhould  do  unto  us, 
ind  to  promote  our  well-being,  that  \n  pa- 
rallel circumftances  we  muft  do  unto  him. 
We  muft  pra&ife  every  itiftance  of  huma- 
nity, companion,  and  generous  kindnefs  to- 
wards others  $  which  we  think  it  reafbnable, 
and  defire  that  they  fliould  pra&ife  towards 
us.     We  muft  exert  this  benevolence,  ac- 
cording to  our  mailer's  explication  of  the 
precept  in  the  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan, 
OOt  only  to  our   particular  friends,  to  per- 
ions  of  the  fame  country,  party  and  religious 
profeffion,  but  towards  all  men,  as  we  have 
opportunity  and  ability ;  fupplying  the  necef- 
fitous,  comforting  the  dejedted,  relieving  the 
diftrefied,  and  even  praying  for,  and  doing 
good  to  our  enemies.     We  muft,  by  thus  imi- 
tating the  Divine  Benevolence,  prove  our- 
felves  the  genuine  Children  of  God,  whofo 
*  tender  mercies  are  over  all  bis  works,  who 
is  kind  to  the  unkind  and  the  unthankful,  and 
long  [offering  and  abundant  in  mercy  toftn- 
ners  -,  <f  and  who,  if  we  forgive  others  their 
trefpajfes,  will  forgive  us  ours,    but  execute 
judgment  without  mercy  upon  tboje  who  have 
Jhown  no  mercy. 

This  generous  and  divine  difpofition, 
which  our  Lord  requires  as  one  qualifica- 
tion for  immortal  bleflednefs,  if  it  generally 
prevailed,  would  banifli  from  the  earth  all 

*  Matih.  v.  44»—        t  *i.  14. 

3  con- 


'544      &*  DireSims  given  by  Chrift 
contentions,  wars,  injuries,  and  complaint*; 
would  fupply  every  want  and  lighten  every 
forrow.     It  would  caufe   mutual  efteem, 
friendfhip,  and  joy  in  each  other's  welfare, 
to  abound  every  where  $  would  qualify  man- 
kind to  receive  from  die  goodnefs  of  their 
heavenly  father,  every  bleffing  which  the 
prefent  ftate  could  admit,  and  change  earth 
into  a  lower  heaven.     Whereas  the  contrary 
difpofitions,  fclfiihnefs,  inju/Hce,  anger,  ha- 
tred, pride,  and  en vy,  wherc-ever  they  pre- 
vail, make  earth  a  kind  of  hell.     In  great 
kindneis,  therefore,  to  mankind,  and  upon 
unalterable  reafons,    our  bleffed   Lord   re- 
quires us  to  cultivate  this  generous  goodwill, 
and  unbounded  benignity  of  heart,  as  our 
qualification  for  becoming  blefled  for  ever 
in  heaven.     Since  deftitute  of  this,  we  could 
not  be  approved  by  a  God  infinitely  bene- 
volent and  merciful,   nor  be  happy  in   the 
contemplation  and  love  of  his  infinite  good- 
nefs, nor  in  the  prefence  and  love  of  our 
generous  Redeemer.     Nor  could  we  bear  a 
pleafing  part  in  the  conventions,   friend- 
lhips,  and  employments  of  the  benevolent 
angels,  and  of  other  Jpirits  made  perfe&\ 
whofe  heavenly  life  is  a  perpetual  intercourfe 
of  efteem  and  friendlhip,  and  of  commu- 
nications of  knowledge,  devotion,   and  hap- 
pinefs.     For  the  beft  reafons,  therefore,  we 
regard  Jefus  Chriji  as  a  Divine  Guide   to 
happinefs,  and  refolve  to  follow  his  inflec- 
tions } 
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•ions,  who  requires  us  to  mortify  every  ma- 
licious, ejivious,  and  injurious  affedion,  and 
to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourfehes. 

4.  If  we  would  obtain  eternal  life,  we 
muft  regulate  our  affettions  to  the  biterejts 
and  pleafures  of  the  body,  conftantly  fubordt- 
nating  thefe  to  the  love  of  God  and  of  our 
neighbour,  and  to  our  purfuit  and  attain- 
ment of  the  heavenly  felicity.     We  muft, 
as  *jtr angers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  abftain 
from  fiejhly  lufls  which  war  againft  the  foul; 
and  never  fuffer  our  -f*  hearts  to  be  overcharged 
with  forfeiting,  drunkennefs^  or  with  the  cares 
of  this  life.     Yea,  we  muft  be  fo  moderate, 
in  our  efteem  and  defires  of  the  innoctnt  en- 
joyments of  life,  and  preferve  fo  fuperior  a 
value  for  the  divine  favour,  the  fatisfafitions 
of  a  good  confcience,  and  the  bleffednefs  of 
heaven  ;  as  to  be  able  readily  to  refign  eve- 
ry earthly  good,  when  we  cannot  retain  it 
with  integrity,    and   without  betraying  the 
great  truths  of  religion,    or  neglefting  the 
fervice  and  intereft  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

This  he  demanded  of  the  young  rich 
man,  who  confulted  him  about  the  way  to 
life  eternal.  He  being  qualified,  if  he  pok 
fefled  himfelf  of  this  diipofition,  to  become 
cxtenfively  ufeful  by  following  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  preaching  his  gofpel ;  our  Lord  directed 


*  I  Pet.  ii.  1 1. 


t  Luke  xxl.  34. 


N  n 


Jiim, 


546       The  Directions  given  by  Chriji 

him,  if  he  would  be  per/eft,  to  fell  all  that 
he  had,  and  give  it  to  the  poor,  and  to  attend 
wholly  upon  him,  promifing  that  he  (hould 
then  have  treajures  in  heaven.  Retaining  a 
large  eftate  in  Judea,  was  at  that  time  in- 
confiftent  with  fpreading  the  religion  of 
Chrift  in  the  world,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  magiftrates  of  the  Jews,  and  of  other 
nations,  who  puniflied  the  faithful  preach- 
ers of  the  gofpel  with  the  lofs  of  their  goods, 
with  imprifonment  and  death.  Our  Lord 
therefore  ordered  this  young  man  to  give  his 
wealth  to  the  poor,  and  devote  himfelf  to 
the  promoting  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  the 
Meliuib,  depending  on  the/pedal  care  and 
fupplies  of  the  Divine  Providence  for  this 
Life,  and  on  being  rewarded  after  death 
with  an  abundant  treafure  in  heaven.  And 
what  demand  could  be  more  reafonable, 
when  not  only  his  earthly  trcafures  would 
foon  be  loft,  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Jewijh 
ftate  by  the  Remans,  but  when,  could  he 
have  pofleft  them  to  the  longeft  date  of  hu- 
man life,  they  would  not  have  borne  the  leaft 
proportion  to  the  infinite  worth  of  the  hea- 
venly felicity,  to  the  everlajling  pofleflion  of 
an  inheritance  in  the  New  Jerufalem  ? 

In  conformity  to  this  demand  of  our 
Lord,  although  we  are  not  obliged  to  fell  all 
that  we  have,  and  give  it  to  the  poor,  be- 
caufe  Chriji  does  not  really  call  us  to  it,  nor 

does 
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does  the  prefcnt  flats  of  his  religion,  or  of 
its  profcflbrs,  require  it  $  yet  we  are  *  to  be 
rich  in  good  works  f  ready  to  dijtribute,  will- 
ing to  communicate,  and  thus  to  lay  up  for 
vurfelves  trea/ures  in  heaven.  Yea,  farther, 
fhould  the  Divine  Providence  ever  call  us 
to  this  trial,  that  we  cannot  retain  the  fa- 
vour of  our  friends,  our  eftates,  or  even  our 
lives,  without  deferring  a  good  caufe,  and 
denying  the  truths  and  religion  of  Chrift ; 
we  muft  be  animated  by  fo  fuperior  an  affec- 
tion to  God,  to  Chrift,  and  to  heaven,  as 
chearfully  to  give  up  all,  perfuaded  that 
eveflafting  bleflednefs  is  cheaply  purchafed 
at  this  price. 

We  muft  alfo  conftantly  maintain  fuch 
a  moderation  in  our  affcdtions  to  the  interefts 
and  pleafures  of  a  mortal  body,  as  to  feek 
and  enjoy  our  chief  happinefs  at  prefent  in 
the  favour  of  God,  the  joys  of  an  approving 
confcience,  and  the  hope  of  heaven  5  fub- 
je&ing  every  worldly  purfuit  to  our  improve- 
ment in  virtue  and  piety  >  and  our  befl  pre- 
paration for  everlafting  bleflednefs.  This 
Chrift  requires,  not  only  by  his  determina- 
tion in  regard  to  the  young  rich  man,  but 
by  his  commands  at  other  times,  to  take  up 
our  crofS)  and  to  follow  him ;  and  by  his  ex- 
prefs  determination,  that  if  any  one  fhould 

•  1  Tim.  vi.  18.     Lukexii.  33. 
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are  allured,  that  in  proportion  to  their  \m* 
provcments  herein  will  be  their  intereft  in  the 
cverlafting  reward. 

In  this  courfe,  we  muft  chearfully  trujt  in 
the  Divine  Mercy  for  pardon  and  accept- 
ance through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  we  fhall  then 
obtain  eternal  life,  which  is  both  the  *  gift 
of  God  through  Jefus  Cbriji,  and  the  reward 
of  a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing.  If  our 
Lord,  with  reafon,  required  of  his  difciples, 
that  they  love  God  and  their  neighbour, 
and  cultivate  an  heavenly  temper ;  with  the 
fame  realbn  he  requires  that  we  fhould  re- 
fent  of  our  violations  of  thefe  commands, 
which  is  rooting  out  the  oppofite  difpofi- 
tions,  and  acquiring  and  eftablifhing  the 
good.  As  a  preacher  of  repentance*  we 
therefore,  with  good  reafon,  regard  and 
obey  Jefus  Chrift,  in  hope  of  thus  recover- 
ing the  favour  of  God,  and  obtaining  eter- 
nal life. 

This  may  be  fufficient  for  proving  the 
propofition,  that  if  we  would  have  full  fa- 
tisfaBion  in  the  important  inquiry  after  com- 
pleat  happinefs,  and  obtain  eternal  life,  we 
fhould  apply  ourfclves  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
follow  his  inftru&ions,  who  is  fully  quali- 
fed  and  authorized  to  diredt  us  aright,  and 

*  Rom.  vi.  22.  ii.  7. 

whofe 


fir  attaining  eternal  Life.         549 

pent  and  be  converted,  that  your  Jim  may  be 
blotted  out,  faid  his  apoftle,  and  fuch  peni- 
tents Jefus  exprefsly  affured,  that  *  all  manner 
of  Jin  and  blafphemy  (hould  bcforgiven  them. 
And  all  penitents  have  redemption  through  bis 
blood,  which  was  -}-  Jhedfor  many  for  the  re- 
mijfion  of  fins.     We  muft  therefore,  in  re- 
gard to  every  inftance  wherein  we  have  wil- 
fully violated  our  duty  to  God,  to  our  neigh- 
bour, or  to  ourfelves,  be  heartily  grieved, 
deeply  humbled,  and  thoroughly  reformed. 
Have  we  lived  jorgetful  of  God  ?    We 
muft  %  remember  our  Creator,  and  acquaint 
ourfelves  with  bim\    and  cheriflv  by  daily 
exercifes  of  devotion,  ||  a  convidlion  of  his 
prefence  and  goodnefs,  a  lively  gratitude  for 
his  benefits,  and  a  prevailing  concern  to  ap- 
prove ourfelves  to  him.     If  we  have  treated 
others  unkindly  or  unjujlly,  we  muft  be  hear- 
tily grieved  for  it,  make  fatisjadlion  to  the 
injured,  and  become  for  the  future  not  only 
jujty  but  kind  and  compajjionate.     We  muit 
continue  our  endeavours  to  re&ify  a  proud, 
angry,    covetous,  or  envious  temper;  and 
not  reft  until  the  love  of  God,  and  good- 
will to  mankind  become  our  temper ;  and 
be  continually  improving  in  it.     This  is  evi- 
dently the  duty  and  wildom  of  perfons  who 


•  Matth.  xii.  31.  f  Eph.  i.  7. 
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him,  if  he  would  be  perfect,  to  fell  all  that 
be  bad j  and  give  it  to  the  poor>  and  to  attend 
wholly  upon  him,  promifing  that  he  (hould 
then  have  treajures  in  heaven.  Retaining  a 
large  eftate  in  Judea,  was  at  that  time  in- 
confiftent  with  fpreading  the  religion  of 
Chrift  in  the  world,  in  direct  oppofition  to 
the  magiftrates  of  the  Jews,  and  of  other 
nations,  who  puniflied  the  faithful  preach- 
ers of  the  gofpel  with  the  lofs  of  their  goods, 
with  imprifonment  and  death.  Our  Lord 
therefore  ordered  this  young  man  to  give  his 
wealth  to  the  poor,  and  devote  himfelf  to 
the  promoting  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  the 
Median,  depending  on  the  fpecial  care  and 
fupplies  of  the  Divine  Providence  for  this 
Life,  and  on  being  rewarded  after  death 
with  an  abundant  treajure  in  heaven.  And 
what  demand  could  be  more  reafonable, 
when  not  only  his  earthly  trcafures  would 
foon  be  loft,  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Jewijh 
ftate  by  the  Romans,  but  when,  could  he 
have  pofleft  them  to  the  longeft  date  of  hu- 
man life,  they  would  not  have  borne  the  leaft 
proportion  to  the  infinite  worth  of  the  hea- 
venly felicity,  to  the  everlafting  pofleflion  of 
an  inheritance  in  the  New  Jerufalem  ? 

In  conformity  to  this  demand  of  our 
Lord,  although  we  are  not  obliged  to  fell  all 
that  we  have,  and  give  it  to  the  poor,  be- 
caufe  Chriji  does  not  really  call  us  to  it,  nor 

does 
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does  the  prefent  flats  of  his  religion,  or  of 
its  profeflbrs,  require  it  -,  yet  we  are  *  to  be 
rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  dijlrihute,  will- 
ing to  communicate,  and  thus,  to  lay  up  for 
ourfelves  treafures  in  heaven.  Yea,  farther* 
fhould  the  Divine  Providence  ever  call  us 
to  this  trial,  that  we  cannot  retain  the  fa- 
vour of  our  friends,  our  eftates,  or  even  our 
lives,  without  deferting  a  good  caufe,  and 
denying  the  truths  and  religion  of  Chrift ; 
we  muft  be  animated  by  fo  fuperior  an  affec- 
tion to  God,  to  Chrift,  and  to  heaven,  as 
chearfully  to  give  up  all,  perfuaded  that 
everlafting  bleflednefs  is  cheaply  purchafed 
at  this  price. 

We  muft  alfo  conftantly  maintain  fuch 
a  moderation  in  our  affcdtions  to  the  intcrefts 
and  pleafures  of  a  mortal  body,  as  to  feek 
and  enjoy  our  chief  happinefs  at  prefent  in 
the  favour  of  God,  the  joys  of  an  approving 
confcience,  and  the  hope  of  heaven;  iub- 
jefting  every  worldly  purfuit  to  our  improve- 
ment in  virtue  and  piety,  and  our  befl  pre- 
paration for  everlafting  bleflednefs.  This 
Chrift  requires,  not  only  by  his  determina- 
tion in  regard  to  the  young  rich  man,  but 
by  his  commands  at  other  times,  to  take  up 
our  crofs>  and  to  follow  him  \  and  by  his  ex- 
prefs  determination,  that  if  any  one  fhould 

*  1  Tim.  vi.  18.    Lukcxii.  33. 
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love  father  or  mother,  or  wife  or  children,  or 
lands  or  boufes9  or  even  his  own  life  more  than 
him,  he  would  not  be  worthy  of  him.  And 
although  this  to  fome  may  appear  an  hard 
faying,  yet  is  it  manifeftly  reafonable,  as  a 
condition  of  eternal  life,  in  the  rational  and 
divine  enjoyments  of  which  we  cannot  be 
compleatly  blefled,  while  our  tempers  dif- 
pofe  us  to  prefer  fenfual  and  animal  plea- 
sures and  worldly  riches.  In  requiring  this 
facrifice,  therefore,  our  Lord  requires  no 
more  than  is  fit  and  necejjary  to  be  made, 
and  we  fliould  cbvfe  and  chearfully  obey 
him  as  our  guide  to  life  and  blefTednefs  eter<* 
nal. 

5.  Finally,  as  mankind,  when  Chrift  open- 
ed the  kingdom  of  heaven,  had  been  grojs/y 
defeBive  in  keeping  the  commands  of  God, 
and  been  great  Jinners^  and  as  all  generations 
fince  have  more  or  lefs  rcfembled  them  here- 
in, *  repentance  towards  God>  attended  with 
an  humble  hope  in  his  mercy  through  Jefus 
Cbrijl,  and  followed  wllh/incere  and  conjlant 
endeavours  to  ejlablifo  and  improve  the  love 
of  God  and  our  neighbour,  are  made  by 
him  necefTary  conditions  of  our  obtaining 
evcrlafting  life*  Chrift  declared  that  -f-  he 
came  to  calljinners  to  repentance  \  and  that 
%  except  they  repented  they  tnuft  peri/h.    ||  Re- 

•  A&s  xx.  21.  f  Matth.  ix.  12. 

%  Luke  xiii.  3.  ft  A&s  iii.  19. 
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pent  and  be  converted*  that  your  Jim  may  be 
blotted  out%  faid  his  apoftle,  and  fuch  peni- 
tents Jefus  exprefsly  affured,  that  *  all  manner 
of  Jin  and  blafphemy  (hould  bcforgiven  them. 
And  all  penitents  have  redemption  through  bis 
blood,  which  was  -fjhedfor  many  for  tloe  re- 
mijfion  of  fins.     We  muft  therefore,  in  re- 
gard to  every  inftance  wherein  we  have  wil- 
fully violated  our  duty  to  God,  to  our  neigh- 
bour, or  to  ourfelves,  be  heartily  grieved, 
deeply  humbled,  and  thoroughly  reformed. 
Have  we  lived  jorgetfid  of  God  ?    We 
muft  %  remember  our  Creator*  and  acquaint 
ourfelves  with  bim\   and  cherifli,- by  daily 
exercifes  of  devotion,  ||  a  convidiion  of  his 
prefence  and  goodnefs,  a  lively  gratitude  for 
his  benefits,  and  a  prevailing  concern  to  ap- 
prove ourfelves  to  him.     If  we  have  treated 
others  unkindly  or  unjujlly,  we  muft  be  hear- 
tily grieved  for  it,  make  fatisfaSlion  to  the 
injured,  and  become  for  the  future  not  only 
jujly  but  kind  and  companionate.     We  muft 
continue  our  endeavours  to  re&ify  a  proud, 
angry,    covetous,  or  envious  temper;  and 
not  reft  until  the  love  of  God,  and  good- 
will to  mankind  become  our  temper ;  and 
be  continually  improving  in  it.     This  is  evi- 
dently the  duty  and  wifdom  of  perfons  who 

•  Matth.  xii.  31.  f  Eph.  i.  7. 
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are  allured,  that  in  proportion  to  their  im* 
provements  herein  will  be  their  intereft  in  the 
cverlafting  reward. 

In  this  courfe,  we  muft  ckearfully  trufi  in 
the  Divine  Mercy  for  pardon  and  accept- 
ance through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  we  {hall  then 
obtain  eternal  life,  which  is  both  the  *  gift 
cfGod  through  Jefus  Cbriji  9  and  the  reward 
of  a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing.  If  our 
Lord,  with  reafon,  required  of  his  difciples, 
that  they  love  God  and  their  neighbour, 
and  cultivate  an  heavenly  temper ;  with  the 
fame  reafon  he  requires  that  we  fhould  re- 
fent  of  our  violations  of  thefe  commands, 
which  is  rooting  out  the  oppofite  difpofi- 
tions,  and  acquiring  and  eftablifhing  the 
good.  As  a  preacher  of  repentance*  we 
therefore,  with  good  reafon,  regard  and 
obey  Jefus  Cbriji,  in  hope  of  thus  recover- 
ing the  favour  of  God,  and  obtaining  eter- 
nal life. 

This  may  be  fufficient  for  proving  the 
propofition,  that  if  we  would  have  full  fa~ 
tisfaflion  in  the  important  inquiry  after  com- 
pleat  happinefs,  and  obtain  eternal  life,  we 
fhould  apply  ourfclves  to  Jefus  Cbriji,  and 
follow  his  inftru&ions,  who  is  fully  quali- 
fed  and  authorized  to  diredt  us  aright,  and 

*  Rom.  vi.  22.  ii.  7. 
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whofe  directions  approve  them/elves  to  our 
reafm,  and  in  our  obfervance  of  them,  pre- 
pare us  to  enjoy  the  divine  and  everlafting 
felicity  which  he  promifes. 

Let   me  clofe  the  difcourfe  with  men- 
tioning two  reflections. 

1.  From  the  directions  which  our  Divine 
Matter  gave  to  thofe  who  were  defirous  of 
eternal  life,  we  may  learn,  how  weakly 
and  mifchievoujly  they  talk,  who  decry  mo- 
rality as  a  mean  thing,  and  of  little  import- 
ance to  our  falvation  and  final  happinefs* 
By  thefe  men,  warm  enthufiaftic  paflions, 
and  a  confident  appropriation  of  the  righte- 
oufncfsof  Chrift,  are  fubflituted  in  the  room 
of  a  perfonal  righteoufnefs  of  their  own  ;  of 
the  love  of  God,  and  of  our  neighbour,  pre- 
vailing in  the  heart,  and  animating  the  con- 
duct. But,  my  friends 9  whatever  go/pel 
thefe  men  preach,  you  clearly  fee  that  it  is 
not  the  go/pel  of  Chrijl.  For  more  than 
once,  when  he  was  afked,  what  muft  be 
done  by  thofe  who  would  inherit  eternal 
life ;  he  did  not  anfwer  the  enquirers,  you 
muft  do  nothing*  but  rely  by  faith  on  my 

righteoufnefs.     No  ; his  anfwer  was,  If 

you  wfll  enter  into  Iife>  keep  the  command- 
ments.  Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
your  hearty  and  your  neighbour  as  yourfelves. 

"This 
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This  do,  and  youjkall  live.  *  And  not  every 
one  who  faith  unto  me  Lord,  Lord,  Jhall  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  he  who  dotb 
the  will  rf  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven  :  who 
heareth  the  moral  precepts  contained  in  the 
{jbrmon  on  the  Mount,  and  dotb  them. 

Inftead  therefore  of  liftening  to  fuch  de- 
lufions,  let  us  hearken  to  our  Saviour,  and 
cultivate  Chrijlian  morality,  the  love  of  God, 
and  of  mankind ;  and  judge  of  our  intereft 
in  the  Divine  Favour,  and  of  our  title  to 
heaven  by  our  proficience  in  thefe  difpofi- 
tions,  which  are  indeed  the  image  of  God 
on  the  foul,  and  a  principal  part  of  the  tem- 
per of  heaven.  Let  us  pra&ife  all  piety 
and  virtue,  in  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  in 
imitation  of  the  pattern,  of  the  blefled  Je~ 
fits,  and  in  chearful  hope  of  acceptance  with 
God  unto  eternal  life  through  him.  And 
when  he  (hall  fay  to  the  prefumptuous  ne- 
gledlcrs  and  defpifers  of  morality,  Depart 
from  me,  I  never  knew  you,  ye  workers  of 
iniquity,  who  would  have  made  me  the 
•f-  minifer  of  Jin :  he  will  fay  unto  us,  £  Well 
done,  ye  good  and  faithful fervants,  you  have, 
by  a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  fought 
for  ghry,  honour,  and  immortality  $  receive 
ye  life  everlafting.     To  conclude, 

*  Matth.  vii.  21.     f  Galat,  ii.  17.     %  Matth.  xxv. 

2.  Are 
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2.  Are  we  all  dcfigncd  for  eternal  life, 
ind  may  we  attain  it  by  keeping  the  com- 
mandments of  God-,  let  us  make  religion  and 
virtue  the  great  concern  of  life,  and  attend 
to  this  as  our  great  bufinefs  to  become  ap- 
proved of  God,  and  blefled  for  ever.  How 
iiiexcufable  and  felf-condemned  are  many 
nominal  Chriftians,  who  are  in  earnefi  as  to 
every  other  concern,  but  in  the  concern  of 
their  fouls,  and  of  their  «verlafting  felicity, 
blinding  thefe  formally  and  negligently, 
while'  fhey  are  all  ferioufnefs,  warmth,  and 
3<ftivity  in  profecuting  the  interefts  of  a  tran- 
sitory life !  How  unreafonable  this  in  per- 
fons  who  profefe  to  expeft  eternal  life  in  a 
courfe  of  obedience  to  the  gofpel.  Let  as 
Chriftians  a£t  more  wifely,  and  as  perfons 
Who  know  the  value  of  a  bleffednefs,  which, 
after  millions  of  ages  of  pofleflion,  will  be 
ftill  new  and  compleat,  and  ftill  everlajling  — 
And  as  we  would  not  be  tormented  in  the 
next  ftate  with  defpairing  reflections,  on 
having  faerificed  this  infinite  bleflednefs  to 
the  trifles  of  time  ■  Let  us  attend  to  re- 
ligion as  the  one  thing  needful. 

Let  us  begin  every  day  with  ferious  devo- 
tion, thus  endeavouring  to  improve  ourfelves 
in  the  love  of  God,  and  to  ftrengthen  our 
conviftion  of  the  infinite  importance  of  eter- 
nity. Let  us  profeciue  this  through  the  day 
as  our  great  bufinefs,  to  do  all  the  good  we 
O  o  can. 
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m,  and  to  become  proficients  in  the  va« 
ous  graces  of  the  Chriftian  life,  in  meek* 
y5,  gentleuejii  goodnefs%  mercy  >  temperance* 
id  fidelity:  and  thus  make  jure  our  tailing 
id  ekBion  unto  eternal  Lite.  Let  us  give 
p  every  pleafure,  intereft,  and  purfuit  in- 
jnfiftent  with  our  giving  a  iuperior  attcn- 
3n  to  religion.  And  at  the  cfefe  of  every 
ly  let  us  ferioufly  examine  ouriclvcs,  whe- 
er  we  have  lived  for  eternity,  and  what 
e  have  done  to  advance  our  preparation 
r  it.  This  will  excite  us  to  corrc&«what- 
er  we  fiiall  find  amifs,  and  go  on  towards 
xfe&ion*  Jf  we  do  theft  things  we  JhaM 
ver  Jat'f,  but  an   abundant  entrance  Jfjatl 
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inheritance  incorruptible  and  undeJSed,  and 
that  fadeth  not  away,  in  the  prcfencc  of 
God,  *  where  is  fulnefi  of  joy,  and  where 
are  pleafures  for  evermore. 

May  a  good  God  blefs  what  has  been  of- 
fered, to  the  rendering  us  all  fo  wife  an4 
happy !    Amen. 


•  P&lm  xvi,  iu 


The   END. 


._«•'*■;■'* 


Lately  published  by  the  fame  Author, 

I.  Twenty  Sermons  on  various  Snbje&s,  via*, 
i.  On  the  Reafonablenefe  of  the  Chris- 
tian Religion.  2.  The  Advantages  of 
Prayer.  3.  Chrift  the  Light  of  the  World. 
4.  On  Chriftian  Contentment.  5.  On  a 
future  General  Judgment.  6.  On  the 
Character  and  Bleffednefs  of  thofe  who 
die  in  the  Lord.  2d  Edition,  Price  5  s.  6d, 
bound. 

II.  Dialogue  on  Devotion,  after  the  Manner 
of  Xenophon ;  in  which  the  Reafonable- 
nefs,  Pleafure,  and  Advantages  of  it  are 
confidered.  To  which  is  prefixed,  a  Con- 
vention of  Socrates,  on  the  Being  and 
Providence  of  God.  Tranflated  from  the 
Greek.  The  2d  Edition,  corrected  and 
improved.     Price  1  s. 

III.  Self- dedication  to  God  explained  and 
recommended,  with  a  particular  view  to 
the  New  Year ;  and  a  prefatory  Addrefs 
to.  Youth.     The  2d  Edition.     Price  6  d. 

Printed  for  J.  Waugh  in  Lombard- Street. 


£ 


■4" 


4- 

/ 


■;  ht 


-    "-*;i 


/ 


